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Michael Harrison 

Nicola Horlick. the City high-flyer 
dubbed "Superwoman”, yesterday em- 
barked on an extraordinary campaign 
to dear her name of allegations of greed 
and disloyalty after dramatically quitting 
her Clm a year job with a top investment 
bank. Pursued by reporters and vowing 
“I will be heard”, she confronted her 
bosses at Deulsehe Morgan Grenfell in 
London before flying to Frankfort, 
where she demanded a meeting with the 
parent bank's management committee. 

Mis Horlick. one of the City’s most 
high-powered pension-fond managers * 
and a mother of five, had flown over to 
Germany to plead her case after being 
suspended for allegedly trying to poach 
senior colleagues to join a rival bank in 
London. The row began on Tuesday with 
her suspension and escalated yesterday 
after she resigned to fight the “trumped- 
up" charges. 

Mrs Horlick pledged to get re-instated 

seek compensation of fim. She has 

an legal action for unfair and wrong- 
ful dismissal. “I Hill be heard.” she said 
yesterday. Armed with such resolu- 
tion, a top-drawer lawyer and one of the 
financial world’s mok expensive spin 
doctors, she arrived at Deutsche Bank's 
headquarters yesterday afternoon. 

Initially the bank said nobody would 
be available to see her. But it and grant- 
ed her a two-hour meeting with a senior 
member of its legal department. Af- 
terwards she said: “l feel I have had a 
fair hearing. We had a reasonable con- 
l vernation. The {Deutsche Bank) lawyers 
will now examine the facts that are on 
the other side. I am happy with that and 
I am going home to see my children.” 
With that she headed for the airport. 

The affair comes after another scan- 
dal at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell over 
-unauthorised trading by its former fond 
manager Peter Young which could cost 
£401%:. Mr Young was dismissed and the 
Serious Fraud Office is investigating. 

Ms Horlick said in an interview yes- 
terday that die wag-the most vocal per- 
son in saying Peter Young was a 
•wrong’un” and for that reason she was 
l seen by her bosses as "confrontational”. 
But the bank yesterday insisted she was 



£7m cost as 
war crimes 
case fails 


86-year-oid alleged Nazi war 
criminal not fit to face trial 


Hectic schedule: Nicola Horlick in the City yesterday before flying to Frankfort for a meeting with a senior legal 
executive at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell Investment bank Photograph: Michael Dalder/Reuters 


suspended for breaches of contract. In 
a memo to staff at Morgan Grenfell As- 
set Management the firm's chief exec- 
utive. Robert Smith, said she had been 
suspended for "soliciting senior col- 
leagues to join a competitor”. 

Ms Hoi&k believes the charge stems 
from being^spotted lunching with a 
friend from a rival bank before Christ- 
mas. "There has been a very larpe mis- 
understanding. They . . . they' decided to 
suspend me on the basis of hearsay,” she 
said after arriving in Frankfurt. 

Ms Horlick's dafrbad began at 8am 
as she emerged f ns?, her home in Kens- 
ington, west London to be greeted by 
reporters. She accused the bank of 
"trumping up” charges and set off for 
the City to confront her bosses. 


She swept into her old offices in Bish- 
opsgate an hour and a half later, warned' 
the security guard: “Don't you lay a fin- 
ger on me” and proceeded to the third 
floor, to be greeted by her former fund 
management colleagues. Jaws dropped 
in astonishment However, the man 
she had come to confront Mr Smith, was 
not there. She was persuaded to leave 
the building by the head of personnel, 
Martyn Drain, but left defiantly, de- 
claring: “Justice will be done, don’t you 
worry. I was determined that I wasn’t go- 
ing to go the their trumped-up kanga- 
roo court today ” 

Next stop was the bank’s head office 
in London in nearby Finsbury Circus to 
tackle the chief executive of Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, Michael Dobson. 


Forewarned was forearmed. He, ap- 
parently. was doi there and Ms Horlick 
failed to get past the security guard, an 
old pro according to Ms Horlick. “Nor- 
man Marks, ex vice-squad,” she ex- 
plained to the journalistic entourage.- 
From there it was on to the airport 
and a flight out to Frankfurt but not be- 
fore Ms Horlick fired off another salvo 
in the direction of her former employ- 
ers. "I can’t imagine bow they could think 
I cold be so disloyal. 1 came bade a month 
early from maternity leave. Fortunate- 
ly my secretary adores babies. I could- 
n’t have shown more commitment. The 
stand I am taking now is nothing to do 
with pride, li is to do with what is right 
and. wrong.” 

Further reports, page 22 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Britain's first war crimes pros- 
ecution collapsed yesterday 
after an Old Bailey jury decided 
that an 86-year-old man was 
incapable of standing trial for 
murder. 

Szymon Serafinowicz had 
been committed for trial by a 
magistrate on three specimen 
counts of murdering Jews in 
1941-2 during the systematic 
slaughter of the 3.000 Jewish 
inhabitants of the Mir district of 
Byelorussia, now Belarus, while 
it was under Nazi occupation. 
The cost to the taxpayer of 
bringing the case was £7m. 

After a nine-day hearing, the 
seven-man, five -woman jury 
took two and half hours to 
decide that the frail and in- 
creasingly dishevelled Mr Ser- 
afinowicz was unfit to be tried, 
after hearing medical evidence 
that he was suffering from 
dementia, probably Alzheimer's 
disease , which meant he was 
incapable of instructing his 
lawyers, understanding the 
evidence or following the trial. 

Sir Nicholas Lye II QG the At- 
torney General, immediately 
entered a plea of nolle prosequi , 
which has the effect of perma- 
nently staying the proceedings. 

Nicholas Bowers, Mr Serafi- 
nowicz’ s solicitor, denied his 
client had faked his condition 
or that his appearance in court 
had been stage managed. 

“My client is an elderly man 
whose health has deteriorated 
jidly in recent years, during 
wnich he has suffered the death 
of his wife aod then the in- 
credible pressure of these 
proceedings. 

"It would have been impos- 
sible and unrealistic for my 
client to endure the physical and 
mental strain of a lengthy and 
difficult trial.” 

Mr Serafinowicz’ s eldej- son, 
also called Szymon. said four 
years of investigation and pros- 
ecution had severely damaged 
his father's mental state. 

A retired carpenter from 
B mislead. Surrey. Mr Serafi- 
nowicz, settled in Britain after 
the war with his Polish-born 
wife. Sir Derek Spencer QC. the 
Solicitor General, said be had 
volunteered for the local police 
force in Byelorussia after the 
German invasion of the USSR 
and was promoted by the Ger- 
mans to district commander of 
the unit in Mir. where the Jews 
were forced into a ghetto. 

Mr Scrafioowicz's counsel. 


William Clegg QC, said he was 
only a police sergeant, and had 
saved people from the Nazis. 

The prosecution • was 
launched under the controver- 
sial 1991 Wfcr Crimes Act which 
allowed war crime charges to 
brought for the first time in the 
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Szymon Serafinowicz: 
Incapable of standing trial 

UK even though the alleged 
offences happened abroad. 

At committal proceedings at 
Dorking magistrates last year, 
Mr Serafinowicz was committed 
to stand trial on charges that he 
participated in the murder of 
Jews in Mir and two nearby 
villages. 

The Crown defeated a court 
challenge last month in which 
Mr Serafinowicz’ s legal team 


claimed the bringing of the 
prosecution was an abuse of 
process because, among other 
things, there was a lack of 
co-operation from the KGB. By 
then the issue of Mr Serafi- 
nowicz’s possible disability had 
also been raised. 

The jury's decision will revive 
arguments raised in the passage 
of the V hr Crimes Bill through 
the House of Lords, that too 
many yeans have passed to 
make prosecutions involving 
the Second World War viable or 
fair. 

About £5m has been spent on 
police investigations by Scotland 
Yard's War Crimes Unit. The 
Crown Prosecution Service has 
spent around £2m on initial 
investigations and on more de- 
tailed work for the Scrafinow- 
icz and other cases. 

The CPS insisced yesterday 
that derisions on whether to 
bring five further potential pros- 
ecutions would be reached on 
their individual facts. Support- 
ers of the legislation urged cas- 
es to be brought on their merits. 

Lord Merlyn-Rees, a former 
Home Secretary and chairman 
of the all-party Parliamentary 
War Crimes Committee, said: 
“If there is evidence which wfll 
stand up in a court of law. then 
future prosecutions should lake 
place, irrespective of what hap- 
pened at the Old Bailey.” 

A Nazi killer? page 3 


J. D. Salinger publishes his 
first novel for 34 years 



RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington . 

the scoop does not belong to 
■ Simon and Schuster, Random 
House or any other Ne w York 
behemoth. Instead, for reasons 
as usual blown only to himself 
JD Salinger. Howard 
Hughes of literary America, 
has chosen an obscure and tiny 
Virginia publishing bouse. Or- 

i chise Press, to issue his first book 
l in 34 yeare. Or rather, re-issue. 

V In truth Hupworth 16. 1924 - 
T only the fifth book to appear un- 
£ der the name of Jerome David 
Salinger- first appeared in the 
New Yorker magqrine of 


June 1965. It is a 20,000 word 
novella, the byper : precodotis 
r umin ations of a boy aged sev- 
en in a letter to his famify. Now 
its author has deemed it fit to 
appear as a book next month. 

lneritably, the obsession with 
privacy of this 78-year-old 
recluse, who lives in a remote 
village in New Hampshire, has 
bred its own mysteries. For in- 
stance. why Orchise Press? Its 
editor, Roger Lathbury, wfll 
not say, nor give any clue to the 
planned print run, or advance 
orders received. No review 
copies will be sent out, no pho- 
to of the writer will adorn its 
cover. Indeed, rumour has it 


Salinger insisted his name 
should appear vertically, to di- 
minish its impact 

That however is improbable. 
The Catcher in the Rye, the 
1951 novel of teenage angst and 
sexuality in post-war America 
which gave him worldwide 
fame, still sells 400,000 copies 
a year. One devotee was Mark 
David Chapman, the murderer 
of John Lennon. 

Hapworth 16. 1924 , will be 
equally dissected. “The Dead 
Sea Scrolls of the Salinger cult," 
the critic Ron Rosenbaum 
called it in the New lark Ob- 
saver. in an essay on The Catch- 
er in the R}? and the Chapman 


case. “Somewhere buried in it 
'might be the key to Salinger's 
mysterious silence ever since.” 

Since then only three further 
books have appeared, the last 
of them Raise High the Roof 
Beam. Carpenters ■ in 1963. 
Salinger is still said to spend 15 
horns a day at his typewriter, but 
the fruits of those labours are 
as impenetrable as everything 
else about him. Only in the micF 
80s was he once smoked out of 
his lair, to block publication of 
a biography by Ian Hamilton 
which contained extracts from 
letters which the author ar- 
gued were protected by copy- 
right 
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Brittan warning 

Sir Leon Brittan, vice-presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission. gave the Tories a 
highly-charged warning to lay 
off Europe as an electron issue. 
There were no vote in it. “For 
God’s sake, layoff,” he told the 
party. Page 2 

Balloon let-down 

Libya refused American mil- 
lionaire Steve Fossett permis- 
sion to fly his balloon over its 
land, forcing him to make a long 
detour in his attempt to fly 
around the world and almost 
certainly jeopardising any 
chance of success. Page 2 
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Unbelievably, for the first 


Canon 


time ever. Canon are offering 


their best selling Copier at 



, latest 
feature, . 

50 % 
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50%'off r.r.p. A saving of over 


£1.400. It only lasts until the 


end of January So if you want 
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Duchess weighs in to row over Beatrice’s diet 


significant shorts 



Beatrice: Goodbye to chips 


The Duchess of York ran into trouble 
with a British slimming organisation 
vesterday after disclosing she had told 
her eight-year-old daughter Princess 
Beatrice to lose weight. 

Within 24 hours of the announcement 
that she had been signed up by Weight 
Watchers in the US - for a reported fee 
of a million dollars - she said she had 
used some of Its ideas on her “chunky" 
elder daughter. After seeing her in a 
swimsuit, she told her to cut out bread, 
chips and tizzy drinks, she said. 

Yesterday the United Kingdom arm 
of the company made clear its disap- 
proval. Linda Huett. vice president of 
the UK firm, said; “Weight Witchers UK 
does not believe that children should 
ever be encouraged to diet" 


Children under 10 were barred from 
its slimming dubs and those between 10 
and 16 needed written permission from 
their family doctor as well as parental 
consent, she said. 

Talk of a diet for Princess Beatrice 
came a day after the Duchess spoke of 
feelings of “hopelessness" about her 
weight problems as she was named the 
new public face of Weight Vouchers. The 
deal involves the Duchess promoting the 
benefits of achieving a “healthy weight" 
to the US public. She will not be doing 
so for the separate, UK Weight Watch- 
ers organisation. 

A spokesman for the Duchess said her 
comments were taken out of context and 
reflected “normal" advice given by 
mothers to children about eating. 


"At a news conference in New York, 
the Duchess said the contract required 
her to “keep and maintain a healthy diet 
so 1 can keep fighting fir". She admit- 
ted being wounded by being dubbed "the 
Duchess of Pork". She would not con- 
firm reports she would receive a million 
dollars a year (£660,000) under the deaL 
In the later interview in New York, the 
Duchess said: “I very much fear Beat- 
rice is blessed with her mum's genes. 

“I mean, she is only eight- but she def- 
initely can pack it on a bit." 

Recalling a recent holiday, the 
Duchess went on: “When she put on her 
swimsuit, we noticed she was kind of 
appearing a bit chunky. 

"So I began explaining a little of the 
Weight Watchers' regime. I said: "OK. 


that's it From now on, today onlv. no 
bread. And no more fizzy drinks." 

She added: u ?oor Bab}'. I think over* 
eating sort of runs in the family." 

Ms Huett said Weight Watchers UK 
had "very strict procedures' 1 about slim- 
ming advice for children. These includ- 
ed insisting that the youngster's own GP 
set the “goal weight" at the outset. Young 
people also had to be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian when attending 
sessions. 

The spokesman for the Duchess said: 
“She was really suggesting that healthy 
eating was important, and was in noway 
s ugge s ting a diet. This was a normal con- 
versation between a mother and daugh- 
ter which has been blown way out of 
proportion." 


Brittan warns 
Tories to lay 
off Europe 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Conservatives were yes- 
terday given a highly charged 
warning to lay off Europe as an 
election issue by Sir Leon Bril- 
tan. vice-president of the Eu- 
ropean Commission. 

Directly challenging the de- 
cision by John Major to port ray 
Labour as Brussels' poodles, a 
pushover for further European 
integration, while he is ready 
and eager to defend British in- 
terests. Sir Leon said: “For 
God s sake lay off. Let's not go 
down this road. 

"There are no voles in iu and 
it will damage British interests.- 
It is a blind alley that will not 
work.” 

He said that attempts to put 
“blue water" between the Con- 
servatives and Labour would 
not work because the Labour 
Party' had shown its ability to 
"creep up" on the Tories. ‘ 

"If there is to be a Dutch auc- 


Attempts to 
distinguish 
between the 
parties doomed 

Lion of Euro-scepticism," Sir 
Leon warned, “whoever wins 
the election will be left with a 
legacy of commitment that will 
make the in ter- governmental 
conference more difficult." 

Sir Leon's controversial in- 
tervention in the British general 
election campaign reflects a 
recent European Commission 
decision to take a high profile 
in defending itself from ex- 
pected attack during the 
election. 

That decision and Sir Leon's 
attack will be most unwelcome 
to British ministers who are cur- 
rently showing acute sensitivi- 
ty to European issues - to the 
point of making heavy threats 


Election warning to Gorman 
over referendum debate 


Government whips have 
launched a desperate effort 
to avert a new row over Eu- 
rope as both Houses of Par- 
lament prepare to debate th e 
issue next week, writes Fran 
Abrams. 

Teresa Gorman, Conserv- 
ative MP for BBericay, who wi 
present a Bill caBing for a ref- 
erendum on Tuesday, is be- 
lieved to have been told that 
if she does not withdraw she 
could find an official “Con- 
servative" cancfidate standhg 
against her at the general 
election. 

With Euro-sceptic support 
apparently- increasing on 
Government back benches, 
party officials are worried that 
her move will cause further 
splits in the party. A Bffl in- 
troduced Bill Cash earlier 
this year won 70 votes. A re- 
peat of that so dose to an 
election would be deeply 
embarrassing 

There have also been 
dakns that other Euro-scep- 
tics have been under pres- 


sure not to support her. . 

Although We Gorman cfid 
not comment on the whips' 
behaviour, she cDd say yes- 
terday that some colleagues 
with small majorities had 
been critical of her stand 
"People keep coming up to 
me with' white faces and 
staring eyes and saytog I am 
gdng to lose the election for 
them," she said 
Mrs Gorman, whose con- 
stituency now includes a 
third of the highly marginal 
Basildon after, boundary 
changes, said voters in the 
area were telling her that 
they wanted Europe to be 
made an election issue 
“There has to be some rea- 
son why we are 20 paints be- 
hind to. the polls when the 
economy is tea good state" 
Other Euro-sceptics de 
ried last night that they had 
been put under pressua Sir 
George Gardner, who voted 
against the Government on 
the Maastricht Bffl, said he 
had not been approached 


against Tory MPs who might be 
templed to vote for Teresa Gor- 
man's referendum BiD in the 
Commons next Tuesday. 

But the attack, delivered dur- 
ing a lunch held at the commis- 
sion's London office, went even 
further with a warning that the 
Britfch could not block further 
European integration. Sir Leon 
also tried to reassure the Gov- 
ernment that the chance of more 
legislation like that on the Soda! 
Chapter was very small indeed. 

Sir Leon said the Govern- 
ment's attitude towards Eu- 
rope was not so much annoying 
as “mystifying”, showing an un- 
justified nervousness and lack of 
self-confidence. 

He also said it was a “com- 
plete error" to think that talk of 
renegotiation of the Maastricht 
treaty strengthened the British 
hand: “Those who think that 
our partners would be so terri- 
fied of this prospect that they 
will He down in a supine fash- 
ion because the tabrx> of rene- 
gotiation has been lifted are 
living in Qoud-cuckoo-Iand." 

As for the view held by some 
senior Conservatives that 
Britain could stop further Eu- 
ropean integration, he said that, 
too. was mistaken. While there 
could be no coercion of the mi- 
nority, equally there could be no 
possibility of a minority such as 
Britain holding back the ma- 
jority if it wanted to- move 
ahead. 

Equally, if Britain always re- 
mained behind, that raised the 
“nightmare scenario of the last 
300 years" of European histo- 
ry, in which Europe exerted a 
major influence over Britain, 
while Britain had ao control 
over what was happening. 

Repudiating the "myth" that 
commissioners were civil ser- 
vants, who should not intervene 
in domestic political issues. Sir 
Leon said that that had never 
been the case for commission 
members, who had nearly all 
been active in politics before 
their appointment. 

But (he commission has also 
decided that its officials, such as 
Geoffrey Martin, head of the 
European Commission office in 
London, should be allowed to 
give interviews during the elec- 
tion campaign - to correct false 
impressions left by any of the 
contestants. 



Take-off: Steve Fossett leaving St Louis on Monday 


Photograph: Reuters 


Gaddafi sends balloonist’s bid 
for world record off course 


Charles Arthur 


The attempt by the American millionaire Steve 
Fossett to fly a balloon around the world were 
punctured yesterday by the refusal of the Libyan 
authorities to allow his to fly over the country. 

He wiD now have to take a longer route around 
the southern tip of the north African country - 
a detour which is almost certain to force him to 
land before he completes his circumnavigation. 

“He's not giving up. He’s going to continue," 
said a spokeswoman at the ground control in Loy- 
ola University, Chicago, last nigbL 

Mr Fos sett's is the third attempt in a fortnight 
to be first to circle the world by balloon. The first 
by a team including Richard Branson, failed just 
19 hours after taking off in Morocco. The sec- 


ond, by a team taking off from Switzerland, end- 
ed after six hours. 

Bo Kemper, the project manager at the 
ground control, said that the extra fuel neces- 
sary will mean that the balloon would probably 
have to put down in India. The consolation, he 
said, was that Mr Fossett will probably seta solo 
endurance record by balloon, currently just over 
six days. 

The news, following boors of negotiation— and 
an attempt by Mr Branson to secure permission 
for his rival - came after Mr Fossett broke his 
own ballooning distance record of 5,435 miles. 

His attempt is a distinctly low-profile one com- 
pared to those of tbe previous two failures: be 
is flying alone, rather than in a team, and bis 
balloon is smaller and flying at a lower beight. 


Councils may get new powers on poor schools 


Judith Judd 


Local authorities may be given new 
powers to take back financial control 
of under- performing schools, Gillian 
Shephard, Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation said yesterday. Her speech to 
the Society of Education Officers’ 
conference in Harrogate comes as the 


pre-election battle over which party will 
he tougher cm bad schools intensifies. 

Labour accused the Government of 
stealing its clothes, saying Mis Shep- 
hard had been forced to respond to its 
party broadcast tins week, which in- 
cluded failing schools. Before Christ- 
mas, Labour said, she attacked 
Calderdale local authority for not 


acting over Ridings School, where dis- 
cipline collapsed. Now she appeared 
to be conceding that councils needed 
new powers to deal with failing schools. 

Inspectors from the Office i for Stan- 
dards in Education fOfsted) go into 
Calderdale on Monday. At present 
councils can take over the running of 
a school’s budget only if it seriously mis- 


manages its affairs. Around 90 per cent 
of funding is delegated by councils to 
schools. Mrs Shephard told education 
officer she is considering given au- 
thorities power to take over budgets 
of schools where standards arc low. 

Action would be taken not just 
against schools judged by inspectors to 
be failing but also those which have 
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such serious weaknesses they would 
have difficulty improving. About 2 per 
cent of schools have been pronounced 
a failure by inspectors: a furthers per 
cent have serious weaknesses. 

, In a white paper in June, the Gov- 
fcmment proposed local authorities 
should have power formally to warn 
schools with serious weaknesses. 




Parents of 
missing girl 
arrested 

Hie mother and stepfather of 
schoolgirl Zoe Evans were 
being questioned by police 
last night about her 
disappearance. 

Paula Evans, 2S, and her 
husband, soldier Miles Evans, 
23, were arrested yesterday 
by WDtshire police. Det Supt 
Colin Dixon told a press 
conference in Warminster: 
“Our inquiries into the 
disappearance of nine-year- 
old Zoe Evans are 
continuing. She has not been 
found. Inquiries to trace her 
will continue and we still 
require from Lhe public 
regarding anv sightings or her 
whereabouts!" 

Battle looms 
over Police Bill 

Labour will fight the 
Government over 
controversial plans on police 
surveillance next week, the 
parly’s home affairs 
spokesman said yesterday. 

As a result, ministers could 
find themselves facing defeat 
when the Police Bill is 
debated in the House of 
Lords. Jack Straw, the 
shadow Home Secretary, said 
Labour peers would oppose 
measures that would allow 
the police to “bug and 
burgle" private property* 
without prior consent. The 
party had previously 
supported tbe measures, but 
changed its stance on 
Thursday. Fran Abrams 

Mugger gets 
eight years 

A member of a teenage gang, 
who stabbed and nearly killed 
the husband of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions during 
a street mugging, was 
sentenced to eight years' 
custody at Knightsbridge 
Crown Court yesterday. 

The 17-year-old youth, who 
was 15 at the time of the 
assault in May 1995, attacked 
58-year-old John Mills with a 
butterfly knife, severing an 
artery in his abdomen and 
piercing his liver. Mr Mills 
managed to stagger 100 yards 
to his home in north London, 
where he collapsed into the 
arras of his wife Barbara. 

First divorce 
in Ireland 

Ireland's first divorce since a 
1995 referendum approved 
its introduction was granted 
by tbe High Court in Dublin 
even though legislation en- 
acting it does not take effect 
until next month. In a private 
hearing the court ruled that 
the divorce law derived from, 
the Constitution and not leg- 
islation. It beard the appli- 
cant, an unnamed man who is 
seriously ill, wanted to regu- 
larise his second relationship, 
and bad made provision for 
his family. His wife did not 
want to be divorced but did 
oot contest the application. 


Pop star in 
ecstasy storm 
is sacked 

Brian Harvey has been 
sacked by the other three 
members of East 17 because 

of his “unacceptable behav- 
iour." 

His recent remarks about 
drugs to the media have 
forced the other three mem- 
bers to demand that Brian 
leaves the band. Massive 
management said in a state- 
ment last nigbL 

Junior Home Office Minis- 
ter Tom Sackville said earlier 
in the Commons that it might 
be possible to prosecute the 
singer over the remarks be- 
cause it was an offence un- 
der the Misuse of Drugs Act 
1971 to incite another lo take 
drugs. Mr Harvey has since 
apologised for his remarks. 

VAT blow for 
haemophiliacs 

The parents of haemophiliac 
children who are demanding 
a purer and safer form of 
Factor VM t received a 
setback to their campaign 
yesterday after a tribunal 
ruled that the blood product 
should be subjecL to VAT 

Genetically-engineered 
recombinant Factor Vin is 
now the treatment of choice 
for haemophiliacs, but it is 
more expensive than the 
plasma-derived version, and 
the decision to impose VAT 
would further discourage 
health authorities from 
purchasing it. The 
Haemophilia Society said it 
would appeal direct to the 
Chancellor to overturn the 
decision. Liz Hunt 

Irish house 
siege ends 

The terminally-ill mother of 
the 43 year-old German at 
the centre of a siege in the. 
Irish Republic died soon af- 
ter three bailiffs were shot 
trying to evict the pair from 
their remote cottage near 
Ballyconnell, Co Cavan, it 
emerged yesterday. The 44- 
hour siege ended yesterday 
morning when Ge'rrit Isen- 
boraes handed himself and 
the last of his six firearms 
over to gardai. 

Lottery 
funding threat 

Lottery-funded arts projects 
are in danger of “grinding to 
a halt" because of lack of 
support from the business 
community. Many arts 
venues that have received 
lottery money also have to 
find "partnership funding" 
from private sources. Lottery 
money is only allocated on 
the basis that a further sura is 
rasied from Lhe private 
sector. Research from the 
Association for Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts, 
shows that sponsorship 
suffered a startling drop from 
£13.9m in 1994-95 to £5.3ra 
last year despite the need for 
extra funds. David Lister 


SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Repycted paper made up 4:L2% of 
the raw material for UK newspaper: 
m the first half of 1996 
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If you're planning a Winter, Spring, Summer or Autumn break In' car to 
the Continent or Ireland, make sure you take advantage of our early booking 
offers. Simply book and pay for your ticket In advance to enjoy massive 
savings on our normal return fares. 


0990 70 70 70 


To book cal! 


or see your local travel agenL 


To 

Eariy booking uHer 

Book and pay by 
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Could this frail 
old man have been 

a Nazi killer? 


Ian Burrell and 
Patricia Wynn Davies 

For a British jmy, it would 
have been difficult to see the 
tiny octogenarian with a bear- 
ing aid as a mass murderer who 
had taken part in the slaughter 
of innocent civilians. 

But the elderly witnesses who 
Sew in the spring of 19% from 
Cape Town, Tel Aviv and Siberia 
to give evidence against Szymon 
Serafinowicz at committal pro- 
ceedings remembered a differ- 
ent figure from the man in the 
flat cap and grey fur coat sitting 
in the quiet Surrey courtroom. 

They recalled a handsome, 
leather-jacketed policeman in his 
early thirties who rode through 
their villages on a white horse. 
He carried a whip and a pistol 
with a bayonet protruding from 
one of his long black boots. 

During 27 days of often tear- 
ful evidence in the hearings at 
Dorking mag istrates’ court, they 
told Peter Badge, the chief 
metropolitan magistrate, bow 
they saw their friends and fam- 
ilies massacred in what were 
known as “Jewish Actions” in 
Nazi-occupied Belarus. 

There were 3,000 Jews living 
in Mir and Lhe surrounding vil- 
lages at the time of the German 
invasion of the western sector 
of the former Soviet Union in 
June 194]. By August 1942 
there were virtually none left. 

Mr Serafinowicz, who was 
yesterday found by an Old Bai- 
ley jury to be unfit to plead to 
war crimes charges, had been 
bom eight miles from Mir, He 
held jobs on a farm and as a mil} 
foreman before the Germans 
drove out the Russians. Then he 
was “among those who decid- 
ed to throw in his lot with the 
Naas", according to John Nut- 
ting QC. for the prosecution. 

Mr Serafinowicz always pre- 
ferred to describe the force he 
commanded as a “defence" 
force against the Russians or 
partisans. He was posted to 
Baranovichi in the spring of 
1943 where he was involved in 
an anti-partisan unit. 

Mr Nutting described bow 
2,000 Jews had been murdered 
in Mir on 9 November IM1 in 
atrocious scenes. “Jews were 
shot all over the town; but 
there were three principal ex- 
ecution sites - the main square, 
the old slaughterhouse at the 
back of the Polish school and a 
large sand pit near a medieval 
fortress on the outskirts.'’ 

Ze’ev Szraiber, a decorator 
who had worked in the police 
station and for the defendant, 
had seen Mr Serafinowicz with 
a group of armed police early 
that morning. As they passed a 
Jew on a street comer, two of 


the group shut the Jew dead, Mr 
Nutting said. 

Also giving evidence would he 
Lev Abramovsky, 71. who now 
lives in Los Angeles. He was 16 
at the time of the atrocities. 
Speaking with the aid of an in- 
terpreter, he told the Dorking 
court last year that on that day 
in November, he had witnessed 
the massacre in Mir, his home 
town. He hid in a bam and 
watched his mother and father, 
and other Jews, being marched 
to a sand-pit and shot by local 
police and Germans. 

Later that day he was discov- 
ered and marched off. “They 
started shooting at us. Wc all fell 
into the pit. ftwplewho were shot 
fell on top of me and I fell un- 
derneath. I lost consciousness." 

Soon afterwards he came 
round: “I could feel that 1 was 
alive, 1 was lying under the bod- 
ies. Some people were still 
alive. Blood was pouring, some 
of the people were moaning. 1 
was near the top. there were just 
a few people on lop of me. 1 
managed to get out." 

As the young Abramovsky 
pulled himself out of the pit, he 
realised the horror of what he 


6 In Mir on 
9 November 1941 
Jews were shot 
all over town, 
but there were 
three principal 
execution sites? 


had experienced: “I tried to 
wash my eyes, they were stuck 
together with blood. Then I was 
sick because I had swallowed 
Jots of blood." 

Mr Serafinowicz claimed he 
had tried to stop the killing. He 
said: “I try my everything to save 
that people ... 1 didn't shoot 
anybody. I didn't give any orders 
to shoot." But Regjina Bedyns- 
ka, 70, told the magistrate she 
had been hiding in an attic 
during the massacre. When she 
emerged from the house to get 
water from a well, she saw uie 
police commander. 

“When I went past Mr Ser- 
afinowicz I sow four Jewish men 
and one Jewish woman with a 
child approach. 1 knew they 
were Jews as they had stars on 
their clothing,” she said. “They 
were running towards the fields." 

Mrs Bcdynska said Mr Ser- 
afinowicz had] 

taken aim and shooting the 


woman. She said: “He shot and 
the woman fell on lop of the 
child. She lay there, she didn't 
move. The child came out from 
under her. The child was seven 
or eight years old The child was 
speaking in Polish, saying ’Mum- 
my get up. Mummy gel up* ” 

Mcnachem Shalcv, who was 
then 13. also said he had seen Mr 
Serafinowicz that day. He told 
the magistrate that he watched 
Jews being herded into the Mu- 
si aught erhouse. where 720 were 
murdered. He said he listened 
to the shots. From the window 
of his home Mr SbaJev said be 
saw Mr Serafinowicz. standing 
alone, in a black leather coat, 
bending over a short-barrelled 
German machine gun, which he 
was holding in front of him with 
both hands. 

William Clegg QC, for the 
defence, had told Mr Badge: 
“Against this background no 
dishonourable motive can be as- 
sumed on behalf of local 
residents who joined the local 
police force." 

The prosecution disagreed. 
“Special duties, for example 
the murder of Jews, were ad- 
ministered by Serafinowicz him- 
self, and it was he who hand 
picked the policemen for such 
duties,” Mr Nutting said. 

Oswald Rufeisen, 73, who hid 
his Jewish identity and became 
Mr Serafinowicz’s interpreter, 
said his employer was not anti- 
Semitic and had acted like an el- 
der brother towards him. But Mr 
Rufeisen, now a Roman Catholic 
monk living in Israel told the 
magistrate how Mr Serafinowicz 
had taken part in the rounding 
up of the Jews in two villages, 
Krynkzne and Dolraatowszczy- 
zana, to be shot in the snow. 
“They went like sheep to the 
slaughter. There was no need to 
use sticks or force," he said. 

His explanation for his em- 
ployer s behaviour was simple. 
“He was loyal to the Germans," 
he said. “If he wanted to keep 
his position he had to be good 
and to advance himself. Mr 
Serafinowicz’s attitude was re- 
flected in a blind execution of 
the orders he received from the 
Germans. I put the emphasis on 
the word blind." 

Under cross-examination, he 
said be bad a “confused picture" 
that included Mr Serafinowicz 
standing in the line. He also 
agreed that he had not seen the 
actual shooting at Kryniczne. 

Mr Nurting told the Old Bai- 
ley jury that the massacres at 
Kryniczne and Dolma towszczy- 
zana followed an order received 
at Mir police station from Ger- 
man headquarters. “Its effect 
was to order the liquidation of 
the remaining Jews scattered in 
the villages of the area." 



Serafinowicz: More than half a century after the Nazi occupation of Belarus, he was called 
to account for his actions. He always maintained he tried to stop the killings of Jews 


From tomorrow: a new look 
to your Sunday 


The Independent on Sunday is getting 
bigger, better and brighter 
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We’ve got a smart new look for 
1997 and are introducing a range 
of other improvements including: 

■ An expanded news section for the 
best in comment and analysis 

■ A new second section containing our 
unrivalled sport and business pages 

■ A make-over for Real Life , the section 
on the way we live today 

■ Spending , a new section with news, 
features, ideas and advice on travel, 
property and your money 

■ New full seven -day television listings 
in the award-winning Sunday' Review 

For further details see page 9 of luduys Lung Weekend 



There was snow on the 
ground at the time of the Kiyn 
iczne massacre on 17 January 
1942, so horsedrawn sledges 
were prepared for the journey. 
Mr Nutting said. Mr Serafi- 
nowicz was in charge of the po- 
licemen, who were all armed 
with pistols or automatic rifles. 
Four Jewish families were lined 
up and shot. At Dolma- 
towszczyzana, where more than 
40 Jews were ordered to lie face 
down in the snow and shoL the 
police demanded that young 
men accompany them with 
shovels to the murder site. 

Mr Clegg, for Mr Serafi- 
nowicz. told the jury that in in- 
structions to lawyers in 1995 his 
ciieni had admitted being in Mu- 
on 9 November 1941 hut had 
not participated in the killing of 
Jews. He also denied be was 
present in Kryniczne or Dol- 
ma towszczyzan a when Jews 
were killed. 


Cases to 



Reign of terror: Life in Belarus under the Nazis Photograph: David King Collection 


failure 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

The collapse of the Serafinow- 
icz case is a blow for the Crown 
• Prosecution Service which was 
planning to call 30 witnesses at 
trial including four new wit- 

- nesses who had not testified at 
: the committal. But the service 

insisted future cases, not all of 
which involved potential de- 
fendants as old as Szymon Sera- 
finowicz, would be judged 
independently on their own 

- facts. 

There are five active investi- 
gations in the pipeline, four of 
which CPS war crimes special- 
ists believe could result in viable 
cases to put before juries. 

_ One, involving the activities 


of a deputy police commander 
in former Byelorussia (now Be- 
larus), has been recommended 
for prosecution, although fur- 
ther material is being gathered 
before the Attorney General, 
who must sanction all prosecu- 
tions, is asked to give a decision. 

The other investigations in- 
clude a fiirther case involving 
Belarus, one concerning a mo- 
bile killing unit in Ukraine, 
and another involving events at 
Mauthausen concentration 
camp in Austria. Mauthausen 
was the only Categoiy 3 con- 
centration camp, where the 
Nazis sent people they comdd- 
ered totally incapable of con- 
verting to their cause. 

The CPS has so far spent 


around £2m on initial investi- 
gations after the 1991 War 
Crimes Act was passed and on 
detailed work on the Serafi- 
nowicz and other cases. 

The investigations began with 
an examination of 369 potential 
cases. But 1 12 of the potential 
defendants had died. The ser- 
vice also took the decision not 
to prosecute cases of single 
trilimflft, as opposed to partic- 
ipation in multiple or mass 
murder. Ten cases were identi- 
fied for detailed investigation 
and police officers and lawyers 
began visits to Belarus and oth- 
er Eastern European countries. 

A prosecution source said the 
CPS could “live with" the result 
in the Serafinowicz case because 


the defendant had been com- 
mitted for trial on the strength 
of detailed evidence, and Die 
Crown had won a crucial argu- 
ment in a hearing last month 
that a trial would not be an 
abuse of process because it 
could not be fairly conducted so 
long after the event. 

It would have been technically 
possible for the Crown to have 
pressed on with what is known 
as a “trial of the facts” in the Ser- 
afinowicz case in the absence of 
the defendants But Sir Derek 
Spencer, the Solicitor General, 
told the judge yesterday that this 
would be “wholly inappropriate 
in a case such as this, where the 
disability arises because of old 
age and infir mity”. 


Bankers in charitable frenzy 


John Wlllcock 


City bankers pledged £300,000 in just 10 
minutes to Save the Children on Thursday 
ni gh t, the biggest single fund-raising exer- 
cise the charity has ever seen. 

At the same awards dinner last year, host- 
ed by IFR, a specialist investment maga- 
zine, a paltry £>0.000 was collected by 
comparison. The contrast demonstrates how 
John Major's “feel-good” factor is gather- 
ing paeft m the Square Mile if nowhere else. 

Thedinner, hosted by TV personality 
Clive Anderson, was going quietly enough. 


as bankers bid for a succession of novelty 
items, including a teddy bear and a Roles 
watch. Then, just as the 1.000 City types 
were about to tuck inlo their desserts, up 
popped the man from UBS. the Swiss in- 
vestment bank, who cried: J UBS will make 
a. donation of £5,000." 

The stunned silence did not last for long. 
The macho competitive instincts of the CSty 
had been stirred. The man from Morgan 
Stanlev, a US rival bank, then upped the 
ante: ^eTI donate £10,000 - if UBS 
matches our donation.” 

The dinner guests, now seized by the mob 



instincts of the trading floor, then explod- 
ed with a frenzy of higher and higher bids 
for that ultimate prize. The Bank That Gave 
Most To Charity, “...well go to £15,000 if 
Merrill Lynch does the same". 

And so the bidding grew to a climax, 
when ali the bankers concerned said each 
bank would give £25,000 - as long as 
Goldman Sachs, one of America’s most 
profitable houses, would do the same. 

“We will!" chirruped the man from 
Goldman, drowned m cheers of victory. Not 
since the pound plunged out of the ERM 
has London seen such a lively market. 







If you'd tike to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us for a free booklet at the Jack Daniel Distilery, Lynchburg, Tennessee USA. 

OF ALL THE HATS in Jack Daniel’s Hollow, this one earns the 
mosc respect. 

It’s our whiskey taster's hat and only a handful wear it. 

They’re the folks who check to see that our Tennessee 
Whiskey is properly mellowed and ready for bottling. 

(We’ll run the entire batch back through 10 feet of hard 
maple charcoal if they say it’s not smooth enough.) If 
you haven’t called for Jack Daniel’s lately, we hope you 
will soon. Next to the men who wear this hat, you’re 
the most important whiskey taster of all. 
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Please release me, says Evans 
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as BBC row goes up in lights 









Red star: Chris Evans at Riverside studios in London yesterday to prepare for TFI 
Friday, the programme at the centre of his Radio One dispute Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Tbe BBC decided to be as full Eron tal- 
ly aggressive as their errant broadcast- 
er Chris Evans yesterday when the 
corporation set a new precedent by ad- 
vertising for a replacement for Evans on 
a neon sign in Piccadilly Circus. 

A management meeting at Radio One 
yesterday, attended by the station's 
controller Matthew Bannister, decided 
to take the initiative and £2,000 was paid 
for the prime site. 

The sign flashed the words: a Wanted. 
Radio One breakfast DI. Musi work five- 
day week. Ginger hair an advantage. Ap- 
ply 97-99 FM Radio One." 

A Radio One spokeswoman denied 
last night that the joke sign was a waste 
of licence-pavers’ money, saying that the 
corporation had managed to secure a 
particularly advantageous rate. 

Evans gave in his notice on Thursday 
after being refused permission to reduce 
his working week to four days and take 
Fridays off. The ginger-haired presen- 
ter also hosts the Channel 4 programme 
TFI Friday on Friday evenings. 

Yesterday Evans returned to the of- 
fensive on hrs Radio One breakfast show. 
He admitted the dispute bad left him 
feeling sad but be refused to withdraw 
his resignation, even though fellow DJ 
Simon Mayo urged him to stay on. 

He told listeners: Tm a little forlorn," 
during the 9am handover to Mayo. But 


Troubled DJ goes on the offensive on 
breakfast show after resignation 


his admission came after be provocatively 
chose to play songs including “Please Re- 
lease Me, Let Me Go" and another 
which featured the lyrics: “Give me 
something before I splutter out”. 

In a bizarre handover, Mayo told him: 
“Change your mind." Evans said; “What 
do you mean?” - to which Mayo replied: 
“Change your mind.” Evans then said: 
“I can't because 1 can't have Fridays off.” 

Mayo told him: “Well convert to Is- 
lam. Friday is a holy day. You can con- 
vert to Islam and* say 'Look, it's a 
religious point, now you have to give me 
Fridays off. Why don't you do Sundays 
to Thursdays?” 

Evans replied: “No, it’s still six day's 
a week.” 

Then Mayo said: “I’ve just remem- 
bered - Matthew said don't talk about 
it on the handover.” 

Evans had also used his programme 
to appeal for another job. This appeared 
to have paid dividends as later in the day 
the commercial station Talk Radio re- 
vealed that it was going to offer Evans 
£lra to work for them. 

A spokesman said: “A request has 
been sent to his agent and we hope ne- 


gotiations axe going to start soon. Every- 
thing is negotiable. Chris would find the 
perfect format with us. He is a brilliant 
talker and would be great for the sta- 
tion. 

BBC executives will now have to con- 
sider whether it is worth keeping Evans 
on until the end of his contract on 27 
March with the risk that he will use his 
remaining shows to make comments 
about the' corporation. 

The station s spokeswoman said last 
night: “We’re not unhappy about what 
he said on his breakfast show. Chris is 
a spontaneous broadcaster but we will 
look at each incident individually and if 
we feel there is one we need to talk to 
him about then we will do so.” 

Evans, who earns more than £7,000 
a day for his outspoken brand of broad- 
casting, told listeners: “In the middle of 
last summer I asked for Fridays off be- 
cause we have got to do the TV show. 

“... I went to them last summer be- 
cause I didn’t know if the TV show was 
going to be a success or noL 

“Getting up to do the show is not a 
big deal. I'm not saying it's hard work, 
but what I wanted to do was have a nice 


dav on Fridav. do mv TV show and get 
into work at 1 1 o'clock full of energy for 
6.15, work till about 8 and that's iL 
“So I said ‘Please can 1 have Fridays 
off. let someone else do the show’. In 
America it is common practice fora DJ 
to do Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays. 
Thai’s all I wanted. 

“In November I went back and asked 
for the same deal. I said: 'Come on it’s 
not working out, it’s too long a week and 
I don't have to do it. Please', I said. 

“They said we'll give you more weeks 
off next year. OK, so I now got 12 weeks 


Evans then explained why he went 
back again to ask for Fridays off. 

He said: “This Christmas I’ve had a 
great time. We did one TV show with- 
out having to get up at 5am each morn- 
ing. f asked "gain and the answer is still 


“I love to work on the radio, I ab- 
solutely adore iL It’s my favourite th i n g 
in the whole world, although I admit we 
get paid an absolute fortune. 

“We wanted to be here from Monday 
to Thursday but apparently that’s not 
good enough- That's the whole thing, 
that's absolutely true. We are being 
forced out, that's it. “ If somebody else 
wants to offer us a job Monday to Thurs- 
day we’d love to do it.” 

Leading article, page 19 
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“The best value mortgages 
over the last five years from any 
major high street lender” 


Jonathan King calls for 
boycott of Brit awards 


WHAT MORTGAGE -TOP LENDERS* AWARDS 19% 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


a winner 
with a 


6.94 7.2 


C&G 


mortgage 


Receive up to 
£ 7,500 as a cash*gift 

: /No valuation fee n 


Our award winning performance makes a C&G Cash 
Gift Mortgage a real winner. 

If you ’re moving house 
and have a personal deposit 
of 25% or more you’ll 
receive a valuable lump sum equal to 3% of the amount 
you borrow, up to a maximum of £7,500. 

If your deposit is between 5% and 25% or you are 
switching your existing mortgage to C&G, your cash 
gift will be 2% of your loan up to a maximum of £4,000. 

With C&G you don’t pay a valuation fee or 
mortgage indemnity premium and we don’t insist you 
buy our insurances or take out a mortgage-related 
investment plan. 

Visit your nearest C&G or Lloyds Bank branch or 
call us today and judge our award winning mortgages 
for vourself. 


A boycott of the premier rock 
music awards, ihe Brits, has 
been called by one of the lead- 
ing music celebrities. Jonathan 
King, who is also a Former pro- 
ducer and presenter of the 
awards ceremony. 

Mr King claims Iasi week's 
nominations show the big multi- 
national record labels have el- 
bowed out artists on smaller 
independent labels. 

In a round robin to key fig- 
ures in the music industry he 
urges them: ‘Spoil your ballot 
papers. Tear them up. As an 
industry we should not only be 
fair, but be seen to be fair." 


Last week saw Brit nomina- 
tions for stars including the 
Spice Girls and Oasis. Tbe 
awards ceremony takes place 
next month. 

In his memo Mr King says 
other highly successful names 
are not on the list because they 
do not have contracts with the 
big record companies. “For ex- 
ample. a star like Peter Andre 
is not nominated as best male 
despite two number one hits. . . 
Why not? Because Mushroom 
[his independent record label] 
is not a major of course." 

He added: “Any shrewd ob- 
server can spot the glaring 
omissions. If any missing names 
just happen to be on smaller, 
indie labels, the implication is 


that the big boys have fixed it 
yet again." 

Mr King's company used to 
produce the Brit awards cere- 
mony until four years ago, but 
he said yesterday: “We resigned 
as producers because we felt it 
was impossible for our fair, ob- 
jective attitude towards the 
event to continue. 

Tbe Brits are organised by the 
British Phonographic Associa- 
tion (BPA). Usa Anderson of 
the BPA is the executive pro- 
ducer of the award. She said yes- 
terday: “We changed the voting 
system because it seemed to roe 
that it did some years ago look 
like a bit of a carve up. 

“Now the record companies 
only get a quarter of the votes." 
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Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Sir Janies Goldsmith: New newspaper accuses Sir Edward Heath over EU 


A political battle of titanic proportions broke 
out yesterday as the billionaire financier Sir 
James Goldsmith squared up to Sir Edward 
Heath over Europe. 

The former Prime Minister and the 
business mogul, who have more than SO 
years’ involvement in politics between 
them, accused each other of lying about 
what Sir Edward did or did not know in I960 
about the future of the community. 

Neither, however, seemed likely to press 
their allegations in a court of law. “I'm not 
likely to take legal action against a multi- 
billionaire who is trying to buy the coun- 
try’s vote with £20m,~ Sir Edward said of 
bis former Conservative Party colleague. 

The row started when Sir Janies launched 
News, his Referendum Party's new nation- 
al newspaper, with a story about how the 
Heath government had “lied through their 
teeth" to the British public on the conse- 
quences of joining the Common Market. A 
letter sent to Sir Edward in 1960 by the then 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Kibnuir, talked of “se- 
rious surrenders of sovereignty" and added 
that his objections “ought to be brought out 
into the open", according to the paper. 

Bui, it added. Sir Edward told die vot- 
ers that “there is no question of any ero- 


sion of essential national sovereignty". 

Sir Edward was having none of iL He had 
been taken out of context, he complained, 
and Sir James was “cheating". 

When he had said there would be no ero- 
sion of national sovereignty, he had added: 
“What is proposed is a sharing and an en- 
larging of individual national sovereignties 
in the general interest." he said. 

A copy of the letter revealed that that, 
too, had been selectively quoted. While it 
did mention sovereignty and said that the 
there would be objections on those grounds 
to joining the Common Market, it added 
a rider which was not mentioned by Sir 
James* newspaper. 

Although sueh considerations should 
be given due weight because of their po- 
litical implications. “J do not for one mo- 
ment wish to convey the impression that they 
must necessarily tip the scale," he said. 

Sir James was merely seeking publicity. 
Sir Edward suggested, and a high-profile li- 
bel case would simply create it But although 
he brushed aside suggestions that he might 
go to court, he said he would continue to 
make his position clear. He said that what 
the EC nations were doing was not sur- 
rendering sovereignty, hut pooling it. 
Britain bad gained influence over other 
countries as well as winning trade as a re- 
sult, he argued. 



Sir Edward Heath: Unlikely to take legal action against * mufti-billionaire * 
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Gallup discovers new 
way of making a point 




John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

Gallup's switch to random tele- 
phone interviewing in its opin- 
ion poU yesterday means all the 
polling companies have now 
changed their methods since 
their failure to gauge voters* 
intentions at the last election. ■ 

The main pollsters are now 
divided between new-style ran- 
dom polls and adjusted, old- 
style polls. However, the results 
are very similar. Gallup's 18- 
poinl lead for Labour means 
that all reputable companies 
now put Labour between 18 and 
21 percentage points ahead. 

Gallup was the last to change, 
and its Endings increasingly 
stood out like a sore thumb; last 
month it put the Labour Parly 


37 points ahead. 
Gall 


Hup was the first compa- 
ny to cany out opinion polls in 
Britain, just before the war, and 
it made its name heralding 
Winston ChurchilJ’s '’unthink- 
able" defeat in 1945. 


Until late last year it looked 
as if Gallup would do this year s 
election much as everyone did 
1992, while the other companies 
would all try new piethods. 

But the weight of evidence 
against the way it was done last 
time was overwhelming and 
Gallup’s nerve finally cracked. 

On election day, 9 April 
1992. the main pollsters all put 
the parties almost neck and 
neck. Labour was an average 0.8 
points ahead. Only Gallup put 
the Conservatives ahead and 
only by half a percentage point. 
In the actual vote the Tories won 
by 7.6 points. 

This time there w HI be two 
types of poll. NOP and MORI 
are quota polls while ICM-and 
now Gallup -are random. Quo- 
ta polls use the old method of 
interviewing people in the street 
or at home. Interviewers have 
to fill quotas according to sex, 
age and class. Since the last elec- 
tion the quotas have been 
changed, as it turned out they 
were too working-class. 


Random polls are new in this 
country and are carried out 
over the telephone, using com- 
puters to dial numbers at ran- 
dom. They are, in theory, a 
better way of getting a repre- 
sentative sample. The problem 
is with people who don't have 
phones or who don't like tak- 
ing pan in telephone surveys. 

The companies also have 
different ways of accounting for 
the “shy Tories" factor. It is ac- 
cepted that Tories are less like- 
ly to take part in opinion polls 
and less likely to declare how 
they intend to vote. I CM. which 
works for Tory Central Office 
and the Guardian , makes the 
most drastic adjustment for 
this, which until now produced 
the lowest Labour leads. 

But the adjustments all seem 
to produce roughly the same 
outcome; the most recent polls 
from each of the four mam com- 
panies were within a few per- 
centage points of each other. It 
looks as though they will all be 
right or wrong together - again. 
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Thinking of buying a 
computer? 


Computers are playing an 
increasingly important pm in out 
lives. But bow much should you 
pay for a system? And how do you 
know 3 PC will suit your needs? 
Help is at hand! Practical, 
straightforward and reliable. The 
Which? Guide to Computers 
explains all the jargon. It’s ideal 
for home users and small 
businesses alike and Cakes you. 
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Essential 
reading for 
landlords 
and tenants 

Thinking of letting your 
property? Unsure of your rights 
as a tenant? Then gel help 
with The Which? Guide to Renting 
and Letting. 

Whether you are renting or 
letting a house, fiat or room, you 
need to be aware of your legal 
rights, the financial implications 
of the agreement and the 
practicalities of the landlord/ 
tenant relationship. And this 
concise, accessible book could 
help you avoid possible pitfalls, 
as well as save you time, money 
and potentially costly legal 
action, too. 

For landlords there's advice on 
1 what sort of tenancy to grant 
rents and deposits • grounds 


step by step, through the buying 
process. 

Using real-life situations to 
highlight common problems, it 
telisyou • what computers can 
do for you and/or your business 

• how to avoid cosily mistakes, 
and select sensibly-priced 
hardware and software that 
won't be instantly obsolete • how 
to calculate the true cost of a 
system • how to get cost-effective 
user support and maintenance 

• why ‘latest’ doesn’t always 
mean ‘best’ • how to ensure you 


buy what you need - and not what 
the salespeople want to sell yon 
• and much more besides! 

This fact-packed book from 
Which? gives independent, 
unbiased advice and is essential 
reading for anyone planning to 
buy a computer, or who wants to 
get the most from their existing 
system. 

The Which ? Guide to Computers 
costs just £10.99 (plus £130 P&P), 
so why not order your copy NOW 
using the order form below? Full 
refund if not satisfied. 


Tax-efficient ways of 
passing on property 


Would you like to pass on money 
and property without wrapping 
your gifts in an unneress3iy tax 
bill? Then read The Which? 
Guide to Giving and Inheriting. 
Easy to understand, and with 
case histories throughout, the 
book explains how to use the tax 
system to increase the value of 
your gifts, enabling you to plan 
ahead and control your finances. 
In fact, “it coufd be the wisest 
investment you will ever make" 
(Irish News). 

The guide covers • inheriiance 
tax • capital gains tax • selling 
making use of 


covenants • estate planning 

• making and updating a will 

• special rules for family 
businesses • inheriiance laws in 
Scotland • the National Lottery 

• passing on property. 

The Which? Guide to Giiing and 
Inheriting is a must for anyone 
who wants to avoid paying 
more tax than necessary and 
could make a big difference to 
those to whom you give. It 
costs just £9.99 (plus £130 P&P). 
so why not order your copy 
NOW using the order form 
below? Full refund if not 
satisfied. 
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ALL-IN-ONE PACKAGES 
(INCLUDING CONNECTION!) 

CHOOSE YOUR PHONE. CHOOSE YOUR PRICE. 


At Peoples Phone we believe in offering our .customers 
JLX. choice. Only that way can we meet their different needs 
and ensure no-one is ever disappointed try their purchase. 

That's why we created these packages. They both include 
12 months line rental and, unlike many of our competitors’ 
■packages, connection and a wide choice of phones. 
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And there's one other feature that sets us apart. As a 
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Lighting the way: Penny Biinton, star of Labour’s new broadcast - 4 I do believe in them. They are more for an equal 


world than anyone else 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 


Labour's secret weapon, the ac- 
tress B?nny Bunion, was "reel- 
ing” from "the spotlight which 
turned on her yesterday after 
starring in an election broadcast 
aimed at middle-aged women. 

She plays the character of 


Helen, a harassed mother try- 
ing to cope with poor schools, 
NHS waiting lists and rising 
crime and increasingly fed up 
with the policies of the Tories. 

She tells her complacent hus- 
band Paul, who is reading a Dai- 
ly Mail-style newspaper with the 
headline ‘Major I Want Five 
More Years’: “They don’t de- 


serve five more weeks, those 
people.” Later, as she blows out 
a candle at a children’s party, 
she fervently wishes that John 
Major will lose the election. 
“Next time the Tories would 
stop at nothing. Enough is 
enough,” says a voiceover. 

Bunton, 36, is now tipped to 
be the star of election year in 


the wake of the celebrity at- 
tained by Scott Woods, the' left- 
wing actor whose eyes were 
superimposed on to Tony Blair 
last year for the Tory “Devil 
eyes” advertisement She also 
follows in the footsteps of the 
family who became embroiled 
in the “War of Jennifer’s Ear" 
after their daughter's 1 1 -month 


wait for an ear operation was 
featured in a Labour Party 
broadcast in 1992. The six-year- 
old girl's parents later turned out 
to have differing political views 
and subsequently split up. 

Despite such controversies 
Labour apparently took few 
precautions over the actress's 
political bias, but have struck 


lucky in their choice of a firm 
Labour voter for the pany'sjawn 
version of the “Gxo mum”. 

“They don't ask if you are a 
Labour voter when you audition 
[for party political broadcasts].” 
Bunton revealed yesterday. 
“But they do ask if you have 
been a paid-up member of a 
political party, which I wasn't.” 
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The actress who played Dr 
Jessica Hardman in Medics and 
stars in the BBC2 comedy 
Grown Ups as MeL a disillu- 
saoned social worker, said she 
had once voted Tory because 
she didn't know any better. 

“I was IS and I was con- 
fronted with the slip and Mar- 
garet Thatchers name was on 
this piece of paper and I 
thought. Let’s have a woman 
prime minister.’ I was very 
naive. I found myself with the 
vote and I didn’t know a damn 
thing about the political parties. 
They should teach political ed- 
ucation in school." 

The public-school educated 
actress, who lives in south-west 
London, was brought up in 
Cambridge and read English at 
Oxford. She is angle and shares 


manv of Labour s concerns. 
“One listens to the radio and 
eels terrified, hearing about 
the terrible divide between 
schools and the people who can 
afford to give their children a 
good education and the people 
who can t.” die said, 

“I can't talk about politics but 
I do have a visceral belief in the 
Labour Party from a humani- 
tarian standpoint. They are 
more For an equal world than 
anyone else, and more ^con- 
cerned about the elderly.* 1 
She added that she found die 
situation with the health service 
“just so depressing” “l can’t 
help having a sneaking feeling 
the Tories do want to disman- 
tle it. The divide between the 
haves and have-nots is getting 
bigger and bigger.” 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


GP fundholding was thrown 
into the centre of the election 
battle last night after doctors 
said they would be campaign- 
ing to stop Labour abolishing 
their right to run budgets for 
their own practices. 

Dr Rhidlan Morris, chairman 
of the National Association of 
Fundholding Practices, said the 
organisation would be writing 
to all candidates in the forth- 
coming election to seek support 
for fundholding. 

Dr Morris stressed ihat the 
organisation would not be cam- 
paigning in support of the Tory 
party or the Liberal Democrats, 
who support fundholding. But 
he made it dear that the asso- 
ciation would be fighting any at- 
tempt by a Labour government 
to cany out the threat to replace 
fundholding with joint com- 
missioning of services by GPs. 

He said: “We understand 
what the Labour Party wants. 
It wants equity but we want 
equity too. We don’t want peo- 
ple using commercial muscle to 
get preferential treatment. I 
don’t allow that in ray health 
authority area. We have a lot of 
sympathy with that view. 

“But we don’t think joint 
commissioning is very work- 
able,” said Dr Morris. “We are 
apolitical. We are not going to 
say vote Conservative or Liberal 
Democrat because they support 


would involve family doctors in 
an area agreeing terms togeth- 
er for the purchase of care on 
behalf of NHS patients from 
NHS trust hospitals. 

The N AFP executive will be 
meeting next week to decide 
how to carry out the campaign, 
but Dr Morris said they would 
be writing to all candidates in 
the election putting their views 
forward. They have no plans to 
run their own candidates. 

The NAFP statement said it 
would be “seeking the support 
of those with influence in the 
NHS and if fundholding is 
threatened after the election, 
we will continue to campaign to 
ensure that fundholding sur- 
vives any parliamentary at- 
tempt to abolish it”. 

Their stand was welcomed by 
Stephen Done 11, the Secretary 
of State for Health, who at- 
tacked Labour's alternative 
plans as “vague”. Mr Dorrell 
said: “I am pleased though not 
surprised that the NAFP has 
agreed unanimously to launch 
...a campaign to make clear the 
benefits of fundholdjng.’' 

Fundholders had always 
made it dear that a practice- 
based budget was their bottom 
line because it enabled them to 
meet patients’ needs, Mr Dor- 
rell added. 

Labour last night shrugged 
off the campaign, insisting the 
NAFP was a “small but vocal 


minority”. A party spokesman 
said: “Our plans for GP com- 
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raise public awareness of the 
benefits of fundholding.” 


The NAFP council agreed to 
fight Labour's plan to introduce 
joint commissioning, which 


spread approval across the 
country from fundholders and 
non-fundholders. We look for- 
ward to a continuing dialogue 
with the NAFP on our plans.” 
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Exhibition crisis: Consensus reached over Greenwich showcase, but investors fear a Labour government could still scrap project 

Deal secures 
Millennium 
show’s future 
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Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The future of the Millennium 
Exhibition at Greenwich looked 
almost assured last night as 
negotiations over an agreed 
statement from the Govern- 
ment and Opposition reached 
a successful conclusion. 

However the agreement still 
has another hurdle to cross be- 
cause the Millennium Com- 
mission, which is funding the 
£580m exhibition, is worried 
that Labour could still pull the 
plug on iu if elected. 

Sources on both sides of the 
table said that an agreement 
which would allow building 
work to commence and which 
would also ensure that Labour 
could review progress if elect- 
ed was likely to be presented to 
Parliament early next week. 

The intervention of the 
Labour leader, Tony Blair, into 
the negotiations proved crucial 
as he was determined to ensure 
that Labour was not blamed for 
the collapse of the exhibition. 
While the Labour spokesman 
for national heritage. Jack Cun- 
ningham, had wavered because 
of opposition from many north- 
ern Labour MPs, Mr Blair 
wanted to guarantee the exhi- 


bition's future and had a num- 
ber of telephone conversations 
with the deputy prime minister, 
Michael Hcsclline, following 
their meeting on Thursday. 

However, moves towards a 
consensus were not helped 
when Mr Major launched an at- 
tack on Labour's ailitiiudc to 
the Millennium Exhibition on 
BBC local radio; “The Labour 
party have had their represen- 
tative on the discussions and de- 
bate over this project from the 
outset. They can’t claim not to 
have known what the siluatiun 
was. It’s very surprising at the 
last moment that they have 
failed to understand what is go- 
ing on and created this difficulty. 

However, Michael Heselline. 
who is desperate to see the pro- 
ject brought to fruition was in 
a more emollient mood, refus- 
ing to be drawn into criticism of 
Labour. He said on Radio 4‘s 
Wald at On : “I'm not prepared 
to get into any son of public con- 
troversy over this matter at a 
time when we arc negotiating.’’ 

He dismissed as inconceivable 
the idea that it would end up 
with a Labour government 
scrapping the project, leaving 
the companies which bad in- 
vested in the project with the bill, 
and said he did not feel uncom- 


Great celebration 
or waste of cash? 


/ Ian Dowell, Editor, Birm- 
§n ingham Evening Mait 
We knew the bid from the 
Greenwich project was flawed: 
the Jubilee tube line had to be 
completed in time, contami- 
nated land had to be cleared 
and there was no easy access to 
the site. In Birmingham, the 
funding was already in place and 
we have the facilities here al- 
ready. The decision to give the 
award to Greenwich has left a 
very had taste that may we H cost 
the Government the General 
Election. 

Erik Milne, manager. Eastgate 
Shopping Centre, Inverness: 

1 just haven’t been following 
the story at afl, probably because 
I’m north of the border it's just 
geographically far too Teraote. 
Perhaps if they spread the mil- 
ieoium projects around the 
country a bit more then maybe 
I would pay more attention, but 
I'm not in favour of a big 
central exhibition. 


Alan Coren, broadcaster 

I believe the millennium 
should be as tacky as possible. 
I very much want to have the 
Ferns wheel, just so people 
at the top will be able to see the 
state of London. I want a huge 
dome in Greenwich because 
it wjfl be awful and ghastly. How- 
ever the idea that this Govern- 
ment is going to be brought 
down by faflling to say how it 
will fund the millennium is 
ridiculous. 

Victor Rose, Landlord, Miners 
Anns Pub in Bristol: 

I think that the dome they're 
going to put up is a waste of 
money. 1 think they should put 
the money towards different 
ways of celebrating the millen- 
nium, and perhaps invest 
in something smaller instead. 
I don’t know how politically 
damaging this will be for the 
Government. 

Compiled by Sam Coates / 
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youU be pleased to discover all the facts you 
need are now available in one softback book: 
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It’s the handbook to starting a business and 
it’s already sold over l fe. a mi l lio n copies. 

There’s more good news if you want to 
put your business plans into action now: the 
Guide normally costs £16 but it’s yours FREE 
wW vou call 0345 00 33 77. Ask for your 
free copy today. 
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fortable about how Labour bad 
ended up with such a prominent 
role in the exhibition’s future. 

Labour had insisted on three 
points: a limit to the overall 
budget; a limit to the contin- 
gencies; and the right to review 
the scheme once in government. 

Millennium Central, the ex- 
hibition organisers, said that it 
was essential for a quick con- 
clusion to the negotiations in or- 
der to place orders for steel and 
to sign the £20m contract for the 
transfer of the land from British 
Gas to English Partnerships, a 
government quango. 

Millennium Fund, page 21 
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Clean break: A worker on the Millennium site masked against the threat of chemicals being cleaned from the area 


Photograph: Brian Harris 
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Washing Machines 
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Quiet, Economical and 
Gentle Washing Machines 
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Bosch SPS 5462 
45cm Dishwasher 

• 5 programmes 

• 2 temperatures 

• Stainless steel interior 

• Quick wash 

• 8 place settings 

• Very quiet operation 
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WFF 2000 Washing Machine 

• “3D AquaSpa” wash system 
(uses less water and electricity} 

• Electronically controlled through “Fuzzy Logic" 

• 1000 Spin speed _ 

• Very quiet operation 

• Delay timer 

• Sofdine design | • 


WFP 3200 Washing Machine 

• 3D AquaSpa • 1600 Spin speed 

• Extremely quiet • Fuzzy Logic 

• Time Delay • Stainless steel door 

IK?** £769.99 
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WFF 1200 Washing Machine 

• Duo AquaSpa • 1000 Spin speed 

• Spin reduction • Rinse hold 
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j - j pB SPS 6432 Dishwasher • 6 Programmes 
*"*"*"■ * 3 Temperatures • Energy saving heat exchanger 

MB • 8 Place settings • Extremely quiet 
■■ H • Low water and energy usage £429.99 

y SPS 2462 45cm Dishwasher 

• 3 programmes • Stainless sted interior 

• 8 place settings • Quiet operation 

SMS 6012 60cm Dishwasher 

• 6 Programmes • 2 Temperatures 

• 12 Place settings £399.99 
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WFB1605 
Washing Machine 

• 800 spin speed 

• F&nse hold 

• 71 programmes 
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Super Economical & Environmentally 
Friendly "Softline" Fridge/Freezers 


Bosch KSV 2630 
Fridge Freezer 

• Tot^ly CFC and HFC Free 

• 60cm wide 

• 4 shelves (3 height adjustable) 

• Fridge capacity 6.7 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer capacity 2.4 cu ft (net) 


KSV 2402 Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free • 55cm wide 

• 4 shelves (3 height adjustable) 

• Fridge capacity 6.0 cu ft ( net ) 

• Freezer capacity 2.0 cu ft (net) 


KGV 2604 Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC free 

• 2 drawer freezer • 60cm wide 

• Fridge Capacity 6.8 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer Capacity 2.2 cu ft (net) 

£ 419.99 


Bosch KTR 1670 
Larder Fridge 

• CFC and HFC free 

• 4 safety glass shelves 

• Auto defrost 

• Capacity 5.4 cu.ft. (net) 

• ‘A’ Energy Efficiency rafting 






Prices may vaiy from store to store. Prices shown are manufacturers suggested seSng prices between 26th December and 31 stJanuaiy 199a 
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GSL 1202 Tabletop Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free 

• 4 Star freezer • Superfast freezing 

• Capacity 3.4 cu ft (net) 

• Optical and acoustic warning system 


GSD 2617 Upright Freezer 

* CFC and HFC Free • 4 Star freezer 

• Superfast freezing • 1 fast freeze compartment 

* Optica] and acoustic warning system 

• Capacity 7.4 cu.ft (net) g gg 

BOSCH 

Excellence comes as standard 


Available from ieadina department stores anc major electrical retailers. 

For further information please call for free brochure and local stockist fist on 01233 21150C {24 hours 7 days a week). 
Robert Bosch Dchestip Appliances. Grand Umon House, Old WoSverton Rood. Wolverton. Milton Keynes MK12 5PT. 
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25 years on, ghosts return to challenge 
the official truths about Bloody Sunday 


\ Call for fresh 
| inquiry into 
I slaughter on 
j the streets of 
I Londonderry 



Relatives of 13 unarmed civilians shot 
dead by troops oq “Bloody Sunday” 
have called for a new inquiry after 
fresh evidence emerged suggesting 
that soldiers opened fire from Lon- 
donderry city walls, high above the 
scene. 

It had always been claimed the 
dead were hit by fire from ground lev- 
el when paratroopers opened up on 
an anti-internment civil rights march 
in the city 25 years ago. 

Now it appears that soldiers on 
duty on the walls overlooking the 
Bogside said they fired as well. 

They claim they were fired on, and 
a local radio ham has produced a 
recording of Army transmissions, 
while a Londonderry doctor who at- 
tended some of the post-mortem ex- 
aminations says three of the victims 
were killed by bullets which appeared 
to have been fired downwards at a 
45-degree angle. Dr Raymond 
Maclean who was on the march was 
never called to give evidence at a 
public tribunal. 

A new book also casts doubt on 
the independence of the official in- 

? uiry into the killings on 30 January 
972, which far from fading into the 
realms of history continue to have a 
huge significance for republicans. 

The question of how the author- 
ities handle killings by members of 

the security forces, in this and many , 
; othercases,rema!nsaliveissueana 

: is seen as one of the most contro- 
‘ versial in the fieldgf justice. 

: Only this week there were cntir 

’ cistns of allegedly preferential triSit-,. 



Day of shame: The Bishop of - 
Deny, Dr Edward Daly, 
negotiating a way past soldiers 
as friends and relatives help to 
cany away one of the victims 
of the shootings on 30 January 
1972 Photograph: Pacemaker 


ment of a soldier, Lee Clegg of the 
parachute Regiment, whose murder 
conviction was, unusually, referred 
back to the courts for review. 

The Bloody Sunday killings were 
formally investigated by the then 
lord Chief .^'ce, the late Lord 
Widgery- V 

His finding that the firing of some 


cism and allegations that it was a 
“whitewash” rather than an honest 
attempt to find out how 14 people 
fflme to be shot dead by British 
soldiers. .. .. 

The Government originally 
cf aimed that ail or roost of the ac- 

■ cased were gunmen or nail-bombers. 

But Lord Widgery recorded that no 
one except soldiers gave him evi- 
dence of seeing firearms or bombs: 


that none of the many photographs 
of the events showed guns or bombs; 
that no guns or bombs were recov- 
ered; and that no soldiers were in- 
jured by guns or bombs. 

He concluded, however, lhat while 
none of the deceased was proved to 
have a gun or bomb when shot, there 
was a strong suspicion that some had 
earlier fired guns or handled bomb $4 
A new book. Eyewitness Bloody 


Sunday by Don Mullan, cites an of- 
ficial Home Office document, new- 
ly released by the Public Record 
Office, which lends support to the 
contention that ^Lord Widgeiyapj 

the soldiers" actions. - • 

The book also says that three of., 
the dead were shot fipm the city walls 
- Michael McOaid, aged 20, John, 


Young, 17, and William Nash. 19. 

The document records a meeting 
between Lord Widgery and a Home 
Office representative - presumably 
a minister or senior official - as the 
Lord Chief Justice was finalising his 

A L’I-J fvr» fhp 


the case against the deceased ... but 
will conclude that he cannot find with 
certainty that any one of.13 was a 


g unman. ” (One of the 14 died later 
from his wounds). 

•The rest of the memorandum 
shows that the smallest details were 
together examined by Lord Widgery 
and the Government. _ __ 

For example, the Home Office 
recorded its opinions about the per- 
formance of army officers - 
“"Brigadier MacLennan loyally cov- 
ered up for his subordinates, but 
Colonel Wflford[s activities surely 
need some explaining.” 

The former Catholic Bishop of 
Deny, Dr Edward Daly, said of the 
Widgery report; “I was aghast by 
it, by the fact that the British Lord 
Chief Justice would not acknowledge 
the innocence of the victims and 
made a rather feeble attempt at ex- 
onerating those who actually pulled 
the trigger. 

“But even though Widgery did en- 
gage in a whitewash, the evidence of 
the Paras was taken apart by our 
lawyers, and I think it was shown up 
as the fabrication that it was." 

Tony Doherty, whose father was 
one of the dead, said; “It is clear that 
the Widgery team was stacked m 
favour of the Army’s version. 

“There was a spoken or unspoken 
conspiracy hatched in the - upper 
echelons between Whitehall man- 
darins and the Widgery tribunal. 

“What is needed and what we have 
been demanding for a number of 
years is a truly independent 
inquiry by intwnational solfartora, 
recognised by-.-the British anu Irish 
governments.*/' 4 .. .... 
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Sensational 




Book your Airtour* Summer Sun '77 holiday 
right now at Going Places and you could save 
up to 2.5% on 10.000 adult only holidays 
throughout the Summer 77 brochure. 

Adult savers of up to £50 per person are 


10,000 

HCUDA'-’S 
*7 25 % OFF 

CU.-Vj”\NTcED j 


featured on every page in the 
Summer Sun '97 brochure. When 
combined with the 10 % discount 
from Going Places this gives you a saving 
i.a t-n ~>z c L nff vour holiday price. 


from Going Places this gives y< 
of up to 25% off your holiday 


price. 
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Ban on feeding 
the pigeons puts 
tourists in a flap 


CDavid Garfmkel 


TrafaJ 


juare was reminiscent of a 
scene Irom Alfred Hitchcock's The Birds 
^yesterday, as hundreds of speckled pi- 
: geoos gathered to protest against an at- 
i tempt by Westminster City Council to 
khave them removed, 

® Councillors me to ask the Department 

' of National Heritage to withdraw the o£- 
• firial food-vendors licence, in a bid to 
' reduce the size of the flock. 

For Bernard Rayner. who owns the 


business, and plans to fight the move, that 
Lordh 


could mean Lord Nelson will lose some 
very dear friends. “I have been working 
here all my life. My family has been run- 
ning this stand since 1951 and now they 
are trying to destroy my livelihood," he 
said. “Everyone loves the birds, especially 
the kids." 

People of all nationalities flock to the 
1 square marvel at and feed the feathered 
' gathering, and for many tourists it is as 
_much an attraction as Buckingham 
. Palace and Madame Tussauds. 


US visitors David and Carol W hitman 
said that when they thought of England, 
they remembered Mazy Poppins feeding 
the pigeons “It is like an event in itself 
coming here, and It would be very dis- 
appointing if they got rid of all the birds," 
said Mr Whisman, 38. “There is ooly one 
place you can really come to feed them 
-and that's here.” 

But entertainment value is not the only 
thing the pigeons bring to the area. Every 
year, over a ton of droppings have to be 
removed from Nelson's Column alone, 
and according to the council, it damages 
surrounding buildings. 

A spokeswoman for the Department 
of National Heritage said there would 
be no immediate action as Mr Bernard 
still had two years left on his licence. 

“We will consider what the council 
have to say. But Trafalgar Square is a 
recognised landmark and pigeons are 
part of the attraction,” she said. 

The pigeons, however, who declined 
to comment, seemed unruffled by all the 
fuss. 


Animal attract! on:The pigeons of Trafalgar Square are a firm favourite with visitors to London 
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JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE hum £26,495 ON THE ROAD. 

TELL TOUR COLLEAGUES YOU CAN T MAKE THE BOARD MEETING AND THEY VON T BELIEVE YOU. THE JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE'S LEGENDARY FOUR 
VHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM. POWERED BY A 4 LITRE PETROL ENGINE 'OB 2 S LITRE TURBO DIESEL OPTION IN THE LAREDOj CAN COPE WITH THE VOR^T 
WEATHER CONDITIONS. THE PRICES WON'T MAKE YOU SHIVER EITHER. GRAND CHEROKEES ARE 1US7 t2<i,4°S FOR THE LaREDO OR 139,99* FOR THE LIMITED. 
ON THE ROAD. AND THAT INCLUDES DUAL AIRBAGS. AB5 AND AIR CONDITIONING AS STANDARD FINALLY, A WORD OF ADVICE- TELL THEM YOU'VE f.cu u 


for MORE INFORMATION call 0800 616159. 

OB send coupon iti jeep i>FO«h«rii)K service frelpust urn. m-snvtcn. Kf.T ui> kk the pri«t yuutu* i* u% tii» roaii. imi.ui>1< v*i *nii numhlr i>i «n-s. .in uni 4t VB s 
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Trees will 


be used to 


fire power 
station 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


The construction of Britain’s 
fust wood burning power station 
will start this summer, after the 
project won planning permis- 
sion this week. 

The eight megawatt power 
station at Eggboraugh, North 
Yorkshire, will generate enough 
power for 18,000 homes. The 
£20m scheme wiU be fuelled 
partly from commercial forests 
in the region, using the small 
branches and trunks produced 
when young woodlands are 
thinned out. 

Eventually the bulk of its fuel 
wood mil come horn fast grow- 
ing willow tree plantations grown 
on nearby farmland. To date 34 
hectares have been planted, and 
a further 125 will be planted this 
spring. The willows will be fer- 
tilised with the sludge from 
sewage works, and wood ash. 

Government scientists have 
calculated that if a quarter of 
Britain's total area of farmland 
was give a over to such “energy" 
woodlands this would provide 
sufficient fuel to continuously 
generate nearly two-lhirds of 
current electricity demand. 

It is regarded as an environ- 
ment-friendly form of electric- 
ity generation because unlike 
coal, oil and gas burning power 
stations, those burning wood do 
not increase the amount of 
global-warming carbon diox- 
ide gas in the atmosphere. 

Like fossil fuels, burning 
wood does give off carbon diox- 
ide. But an equal quantity of the 


gas is absorbed by the growing 
trees which provide fresh wood 
for the power station. 

The willow shoots will be har- 
vested by cutting them off at 
ground level They quickly grow 
new shoots which reach a height 
of three metres or more before 
the cutting machine comes 
round again, three years later. 

The harvested shoots will be 
cut into chips and then 
“cooked” in the power station 
at a temperature of flOOC-with 
a limited supply of oxygen. This 
“gasification” process gives off 
large amounts of heat, and hy- 
drogen, methane, carbon 
monoxide and dioxide gases. 

The mixture of gases is 
cleaned by chemical scrubbers 
and filters hen used as fuel for 
a gas turbine engine which 
powers an electricity generator. 

The hot exbausl gases from 
the turbine then flow through 
a boiler, which raises steam for 
another turbine-generator. 
When the exhaust gases finally 
emerge they are still hot enough 
for one more task - drying the 
incoming wood chips. 

Gasifying the wood reduces 
air pollution and allows much 
more of the chemical energy to 
be converted into electricity. 

Three separate projects for 
wood burning power stations 
have been approved under a 
government scheme which 
boosts electricity generated 
from renewable energy sources. 
Eggborough, backed by an in- 
ternational consortium led by a 
subsidiary of Yorkshire Water, 
is the most advanced. 


Winter alert: 
are you paying 
too much for 
vehicle rescue? 


Before you renew your motoring 

organisation-membership, find out 
how Green Fhrg compares; 6000 
mechanics on call, 3 million members, 
4 levels of cover - and membership 
starting from just £29.50. 


TO JOIN 

CALL FREE ON 


0800 00 13 53 


Sr vv Mgndav to Frida ' 

Sotu.aay & m to 7pm, Sunday 9am -o Corn 
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Breakdown repair and recovery 
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Palestinians 
await fruits of 
Hebron deal 


Euphoria among the Palestini- 
ans in the Old City of Hebron 
at the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from 80 per cent of 
their city did not last long. At 
dawn the Palestinian flag was 
raised over the old Israeli 
military headquarters, but 
within hours a scuffle between 
an Israeli settler and ■ a 
Palestinian led the Israeli army 
to declare a curfew in the fifth 
of Hebron it still controls. 

A patrol of paramilitary bor- 
der police marched down the 
main road shouting at Pales- 
tinians to get back into their 
houses. A banana seller was too 
slow and a soldier kicked over 
his scales. ■’Things will go bad- 
ly with us," said Jamal Maraga, 
selling embroidered dresses 
from his shop in the kasbah. 
“People here are frightened." 

It was all in sharp contrast to 
the self-congratulatory tone 
among Israeli, Palestinian and 
American officials who had 
agreed the Hebron protocol 
last Wednesday. In lei Aviv 
Martyn Indyk, the American 
ambassador! was confidently 
telling Israeli journalists that 
“we are now taking the first step 
towards the building of trust. 
Concerning Hebron the agree- 
ment is just and balanced. It 
gives Jews security and allows 
Arabs to return to normal life''. 

The day had begun with a 
young Palestinian shinning up 
the antenna on top of the Israeli 
military headquarters from 
which Israel had ruled Hebron 
since 1967. Thousands of Pales- 
tinians who had gathered to 
watch the transfer of power had 
gone home. Only about J00 re- 
mained at 6am to watch Lt Col 
Gadi. the commander of the Is- 
raeli brigade in Hebron, band 
over to a Palestinian officer. 

Unlike the Israeli withdraw- 
al from Nablus in 1995 there 
was no burning of Israeli flags. 
Within hours 400 Palestinian 
police were deploying, empha- 
sising their presence by vigor- 



curity Service, the largest of the 
nine Palestinian intelligence 
services, led by Jibril Rajoub, 
were to be seen in every street. 
Entering the Israeli headquar- 


Normality is still 
some way off for 
Arabs under Israeli 
control, reports 

Patrick Cockbum 

ters, Mr Rajoub. a former pris- 
oner. said: “1 was detained here 
five times. This is the first time 
I enter as a free man.” 

The arrival of Palestinian se- 
curity men is considered a 
mixed blessing. As ftilestinians 
streamed through Mamluk 
gateway into the al-Ibrahimi 
mosque a sermon was being 
broadcast saying: “We don’t 
want the Palestinian Authority 
to use arbitrary measures like 
the Israelis did.” In his office 
Rafiq al-Naische, a member of 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council, said: “We arc very 
worried by any monopoly of 
power by the intelligence ser- 
viecs.“ 

Mr Natsche's main complaint 
was not about the protocol on 
Hebmn, but the agreement to 
partition the city reached in 
1995. “It was a big mistake by 
our leaders.” he said. Himself 
a member of Fatah and former 
PLO ambassador to Saudi Ara- 
bia Mr Natsche added that 
when the Palestinian Council 
met to discuss the latest accord 
on Hebron “there were only a 
few copies of the agreement 
available - and none were in 
Arabic". He thought the new 
Palestinian police would be ac- 
ceptable in Hebron “but if the 
settlers kill some Palestinians 
then the people will expect the 
police to support them”. 

By yesterday morning friction 
was already building up. Noam 
Anion, leader of the 400 set- 
tlers. was standing on the edge 
of the road, saying the Hebron 
accord marked “the surrender 
of the free world to terrorism. 
The Oslo process brings blood. 
To sign an agreement with the 
PLO is like signing with Saddam 
Hussein. It is a cruel regime. - 

For the 20,000 Palestinians in 
Hebron still under Israeli con- 
trol the gains of the settlers may 
be more evident than their 
losses. When a scuffle started 
police and soldiers pushed for 



Tom apart A rabbi in Hebron helping a Jewish settler rend Ms 
clothes in mourning at the loss of the wtyPtotograph: Reutets 

A new Berlin on 
the West Bank 


Patrick Cockbum 

In future Hebron will be divid- 
ed as Beirut and Berlin were, in 
the past. 

The 100,000 Palestinians on 
the western side of the city, 
called HI , come under the con- 
trol of the Palestinian Author- 
ity. The eastern fifth of Hebron, 
where some 50 Jewish families 
live along with 20,000 Pales- 
tinians, remains under Israeli 
control and will be known asH2. 

In theory, civilians will be 
able to pass between the two 
sides of the city but already yes- 
terday there were long queues 
of Palestinian cars trying to get 
to the al-Ibrahimi mosque, 
which remains under Israeli 
control- There will be 400 
' armed Palestinian police. 

The high ground overlooking 
Jewish houses will be demili- 
tarised and patrolled by joint pa- 
trols only. 

The agreement, which ef- 
fectively partitions Hebron, was 
signed by Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, with the 
Labour government in 1995. 
Hie protocol signed last week 
makes surprisingly few changes. 
Buffer zones will be established 


between the two sides. Much 
negotiating time was spent on 
the future of Shuhada street, the 
main road, which has been 
closed to Palestinians since 
1994. when Baruch Goldstein 
massacred 29 Palestinian wor- 
shippers in the Ibrahimi 
mosque. This is to be rebuilt and 
redesigned by the US to min- 
imise friclioD between Israeli 
settlers and Palestinians. 

USAID even promises to 
plant flowers and small shrubs. 
The road will be reopened in 
four months. 

Security of settlers is pro- 
vided for in great detail Pales- 
tinian police will only cany 
short-range sub-machine-guns. 
No high buildings can be built 
next to Jewish enclaves. In the 
Palestinian area the Imara, or 
security headquarters, has al- 
ready been turned over to 
Palestinian security. Shops in 
the vegetable market -but not 
stalls - will be reopened. 

But given the proximity be- 
tween settlers and Palestini- 
ans, an essential element of 
security for the Jews wflj be the 
co-operation of the 1,000 Pales- 
tinian plainclothes security per- 
sonnel in Hebron. 


ward into the vegetable market. 
The crowd of onlookers hurled 
fruit and vegetables. The army 
then announced a curfew. 

The settlers also seemed anx- 
ious to provoke an incident. 
Shani Horovilz. 37, a settler ac- 
tivist from Brooklyn, stopped 
her car and said Palestinians had 
threatened her. She shouted: “I 
want ray array to protect me.” 
She then stood in the road 
blocking vehicles while soldiers 
tried to persuade her to move. 
Around her the border police 
enforced the curfew against 
Palestinians but not against the 
settlers. In the city centre, emp- 
ty apart from army patrols, 
there was little sign of Mr In- 
dyk 's promised return to normal 
life for the Palestinians. 



Confrontation: A Palestinian gesturing with his prayer beads during an argument with an Israeli soldier in Hebron yesterday Photograph: Reuters 








. 

\ . I ’ * •*/- 




-v*. • . y. • 


.•'•.-.■-/V'.v. . 

■ .*• . ' **•_.* ; ’ v *’ “ 

, -■* -yi .. T r. • '• . ''•>.'•} :. . ■ 

grey Jia§ jif with otpjr speciatl 4 ; \ 
mortgage for first time buyers. : ■ 


mortgage for nrsc Time payers. 

*‘'\i 7.* -V •*.*.. ■ 

' 'r..!?- >Vv..« ;.i, 71V... r -- "a =.: . v •' ; 4 . . r y 



1 ‘ v ■ ■ 

, K .-.- : 

• . i.' 1 * - 

• ‘ s I : 

> ■ . _ . . 

- i i.‘ 



.* -. ■, . - • 

.. . A J- 


• ■ ' X . 


- rs . , .. ;; 


• • - .V - . 


Before 


After 


Worried shout premature greyness? 

Worry no more. Alliance & Leicester has a 
tonic that makes all your mortgage worries 
miraculously cisappsa r. 

A package that mciudes up to £4300 cashback 
(2% of ycur loan), sc you can afford that 
extra furniture you need. Free accident, sickness 
and unemployment insurance cover until 
31 December 1937, to put your mind at rest.' 


What about those hidden fees? 


Relax. Unlike most lenders, we won’t charge a 
High Percentage Loan Fee (that’s what you 
normally pay when you borrow more than 75% 
of the value of your house). 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


We don't charge arrangement fees either. 
And wall even refund your valuation charge. 


If you still think you've sported a grey hair, 
simply consult your branch Mortgage Advisor 


to relieve veu c? any unnecessary worries 


To find out more, calmly pop into your icca : 
branch c' call us on 0800 412 214. 


You can stop looking in the mirror now. 
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SCOTLAND!. THE VALUATION REFUND CANNOT RE USED IM CONJUNCTION WITH ANV OTHER VALUATION REFUND OFFER. NO ARRANGEMENT FEE IS PAYABLE IN RESPECT OP THE FIRST TIME BUYER MORTGAGE. BUT YOU WILL STILL INCUR LEGAL COSTS IF YOU WAHT TO PAY BACK ALL OR PART OF 
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will' BE PAYABLE TO THE COMPANY INVOLVEDI vpufl HOME IS SECURITY FOR THE LOAN AND MUST BE ADEQUATELY INSURED LDaFiC are SUBJECT TO STATUS AND VALUATION and ARE ONLY AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE AGIO IB OH OVER FOR LOANS EXCEEDING T5* OF THE PURCHASE 
PR ICE /VALUATION WHICHEVER IS THE LOWERl 4 HIQH PERCENTAGE LOAN FEE 1C NORMALLY CHARGED DETAILS OE THIS FEE ARE AVAILABLE At VOUR LOCAL BRANCH HOWEVER FOR THE FINSI TIME BUYER HDRIDADE. THIS Fit WILL BE PAID BY T«B SOCIETY IN THE EXAMPLE OIVFN THIS WOULD K 
EBBS WHITTEN QUOTATION 8 AVAILABLE ON BEQUEST IN THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLE THE TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE INCLUDES VALUAIION CHARGE OF MSS.BD SOLICITOR B MORTGAGE CHARGE OF CUT SR l CHARGE 5 MAl VARY IN SCO I LAN Q ANp KORYHEBn IRELAND! DEEDS PRODUCTION CHARGE CBS OP 
-.HD lbs OO AlPEUTYION AND SEALING CHARGE. THE SOLICITOR’S MORTOAGE CHARGE ONLV COVERS WORK CARRIED OUT FOR THE SOCIETY AND NOT ANY WORK CARRIED OUT ON TOUR BEHALF. ASK YOU R SOLICITOR FOR DETAILS 0‘ ANY ADDITIONAL FEES PAYABLE. 'F YOU WOULD LIKE TURTmER 
INFORMATION ON THE ASSUMPTIONS USED IN THE EXAMPLE BELOW. PLEASE ASK FOR AN ILLUSTRATION OR A CONSUMER CREDIT ACT 1»Y4 LEAFLET AVAILABLE AT tOUB LOCAL BRANCH EXAMPLE HE. BOD INTEREST ONLY ID AN FOR it 1ERR5 ON A PROPERTY VALUED AT rt&.MO At AN INTEREST 
RATE OF 11 sa IU1 APH I I VARIABLE! WITH THE FIRST MONTHLY INTEREST ONLV PAYMENT OF C4BI II lOflOBSI (INCLUDING ACCUSED INTERS 5TI. FOLLOWED BY CIS PAYMENTS OF UILH 'DROSS!. TOTAL AMOUNT PArABLE IS C1AB68I ID A CASHBACK OF IN OF FHE LOAN TOTALLING CI««B IS PAID 
AFTER COMPLETION OF THE MORTGAGE ALLIANCE k LEICESTER BUILDING SOCIETY. HQV( ADMINISTRATION, HOVE PARR. HOVE, EAST SUSSEX. BNI TA1 ALLIANCE k LEICESTER MARKETING CROUP CONSISTING OF ALLIANCE B LEICESTER BUILDING SOCIETY AND ALLIANCE A LEICESTER Ul| 
ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED. WHICH ARE REGULATED BT THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. AND ALLIANCE k LEICESTER UNIT TRUST MANAGERS UNITED. WHICH IS REGULATED BY IMHO. ONLY SELLS T5 OWN LIFE ASSURANCE. UNIT TRUST AND PEP PRODUCTS. JANUARY IS» 

ALLIANCE * LEICESTER RUILDINO SOCIETY 

• - ¥0y 8 HUME 4S AT RTOCjf YOB.B O ^T^EEP^ H Milf UM ^ A M 0 BT6 AGE Oft OTS Efl JL0 AM . SECU SCO ON IT. : y j 


r- 


m o 




k 



2 






12 


international 


Self-respecting Serbs l parn f 0 l au ^ a S ain 


Steve Crawshaw 

Belgrade 


The Sava Centre in Belgrade is 
nut- it must be said, an inspir- 
ing building. The 1970s con- 
Fercnce-cum-concerr haU stands 
in a wasteland in the high-rise 

district of Novi Beograd. With 
\l< nlasscd-ovcr entrance hall, it 
looks like a giant conservatory 
crossed with a hospital block- 
Nou at first glance, an obvi- 
ous place to witness a miracle. 
None the less. Lhe mood at the 
charmless Sava Centre this 
week has been just as extraor- 
dinary. in some ways, as the dra- 
matic events on the streets. 

Djordje Balasevic is a 
fortysomeihing singer with re- 
ceding hair and an amiable air 
of scruff- A very' European mix- 
Lurc of chansonnier and racon- 
teur - try mixing Georges 
Brassens and Billy Connolly 
and see what you get- In Serbia, 
he has long been enormously 
popular. His songs arc lyrical, 
peppered with irony - sex, 
drink, pain. He has been singing 
for 20 wars, and his following 
includes both the middle-aged 
and lhe young. In the past he 


has been part of the staple diet 
of Belgrade television. 

BuL as this week's concert 
made clear, no longer. More 
changes will have to take place 
in Serbia before BaJascvic again 
becomes the television bosses' 
favourite. Balasevic delivered 
non-stop contempt for the gov- 
ernment of Slobodan Milosevic 
- its crassness, warmongering, 
hypocrisy, riot police, and its 
dead-end lack of policy. The 
4,000-strong audience adored it. 
Old and young, they blew 
whistles, cheered, cried, and sat 
bewitched. And, above all. they 
laughed. 

And that was the real mira- 
cle: the happiness in the hall. 
This was an evening of Serbian 
innocence. In recent years, Ser- 
bia has drowned in its own 
myths, always blaming others for 
its misfortunes. But that is no 
longer the only Serbia. 

Balasevic chattered on, with 
tales of Milosevic, of politics, 
and of Balasevic's travels - 
most recently, to Britain. He de- 
scribed applying for the visa, the 
questions at Heathrow, and 
i how he got into small-talk when 
he finally arrived. A new ac- 
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Front line: A young boy stands between riot pence a. a demonstartion in Belgrade :oo. that thish 
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asevic’s mumbled reply. Asked sav -i- ~yf t . post their shame, and regain the of the^dguy^pess . who chioed majors - thevi are r 

again, he repeated: “Xcdq- where did ■ Y- . . Entity which Slobodan MjIo- natics and P7 P ^ aujUv," he sang. “They ji 

zlavia” ... I somehow found that gosbvwr he finaHy ^vic his made it so difficult for destroyed everything . But ^ d .;. Firc -. an d pu Ued the tr 

I had a big chocolate in my with a confident war. There was sc ] _« u;. w miiltv. because 


Photograph: Reuters 


bility mat seros may mini? 
past their shame, and regain the 
identity which Slobodan Milo- 
sevic has made it so difficult for 


a self-respecting Serb to declare . 

In one of the few explicitly 
political songs, Balasevic sang 
of the “had guys, pessimists, lu- 
natics and psychopaths who 
destroyed cveiything”. But he 


ANY TIMf . ANY PLACf. ANYVfHfRf. FOR JUST £99. - — - ■> 

three S’s. Sun, sand and saving* In faer, if you book and pay before 28th Febrnary, sou can 


emphasised, too. that this has 
not been a war which the Serbs 
can simply push to one side. 
-The generals and mousta- 
chioed majors - thevi are not 
guillv,” he sang. “Ttre> just 
said - “Fire', and pulled the trig- 
gers. »c are guilty- because we 
were silent. ” The hall erupted 
in applause. 

For many at the concert, it 
was the changes in peoples 
heads which gave most reason 
for optimism - not the conces- 
sions that the authorities ap- 
peared to make this week in 

r ..nrwwirit in plr'ClIOn 


26-vear-old biologist was more 
ifpEtic than she had ever 

been abt>ut the prospects for a 

different Serbia. Just a few 
months ano, 1 was desperate. 1 
.aid h. my husband: 'Nothing 
will ever get me on the streets 
Sin'- It was too depressing. 
Nothing ever changed. The 
atmosphere of Wednesday s 
concert was • completely 
different'’, she said, from 
concerts in previous years. Her 
husband- Bojan. added: Sud- 
denly, we've got hope. Much has 
happened. But much more will 
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Court rebuffs 
Milosevic 


ha 


Steve Crawshaw 


save up to £169 on our 


To book, call us now on 


0990 980 980 from 07.30-22.30, 7 days a week, or see your travel agent. 


A Serb awn yesterday rebuffed 
the ruling Socialist Party by re- 
confirming an opposition viclorv 
in elections in the industrial 
town of Nis in November. 


The slap-down provided the 
latest indication that street 


s - 




nRucrts . - 

opened up new and potentially 
lethal splits in the establishment. 
Until recently, it would have 
been unthinkable for a Serb 


might make an early denoue- 
ment inevitable. But nor arc 
they fading away. 

In the words of one opposi- 
tion official. “Lhe authorities are 
in complete disarray”. Armv 
commanders have expressed 
unhappiness that force might be 
used against the demonstrators. 
Ttirw are snlits within the So- 


cialist Party, between reformers 


pressing for change and hard- 
liners who want to batten down 
the batches. 

The police, too, are no longer 
necessarily reliable. One re- 
gional police chief has suggest- 
ed that the busing in of 
policemen to the capital for 
“demo duty" is counter-pro- 
ductive for the regime. “After a 
week spent in Belgrade, they get 
contaminated. They talk to the 
demonstrators, they listen to 
B92 [opposition] radio. And 
then they take the contamina- 
tion back home.” 

Renewed international sup- 
port for the opposition came 
with die announcement that the 
German Foreign Minister. 
Klaus Kinkel. has invited Zoran 
Djindjic, one of the leaders of 
the opposition coalition, for 
talks in Bonn. 


court to rule against the party 
of Slobodan Milosevic; 

An electoral commission this 
week overturned a previous 
annulment of an opposition 
victory in the capital, Belgrade. 
The opposition still expects 
the Socialist Partv <the former 
Communist Party l to appeal 
against the ruling. Opposition 
sources argued yesterday that 
Mr Milosevic is “playing for 
lime”. 

Street protests against the re- 
fusal to recognise the opposition 
victories in Belgrade and oth- 
er cities continued nationwide. 
The demonstrations, which be- 
gan after elections two months 
ago yesterday, are no longer 
gaining the momentum which 
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Gingrich 


clings on 


after fine 


of $100,000 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Amid confusion and unrelent- 
ing partisan feuding, the ethics 
controversy surrounding Newt 
Gingrich moved towards a cli- 
max yesterday, as the Speaker 
agreed to pay a $100,000-plus 
One, and Congress prepared to 
release an independent coun- 
sel's reputedly scathing report 
on his ethical transgress ions. 

Three days before President 
Bill Clinton's second inaugura- 
tion, political Washington was 
living two simultaneous lives - 
gearing up for the festivities that 
accompany America’s four- 
yearly equivalent of a corona- 
tion, yet transfixed by the drama 
over the fare of Mr" Gingrich. 

A month after he admitted 
breaching House rules and 
then, in effect, lying about it to 
his peers, Mr Gingrich and his 
Republican supporters were 
adamant he would stay. But for 
the first time, a Speaker has 
been reprimanded and will pay 
what is described as a “six-fig- 
ure penally". 

Televised public hearings on 
Capitol Hill into the report by 
the committee’s independent 
counsel, James Cole, were to be 
held yesterday afternoon, before 
a final vote on Mr Gingrich’s 
punishment not later than Tues- 
day. Technically, a reprimand 
was almost the lightest of the 
possible sanctions. It will not re- 
quire him to step down and 
some Republican backbenchers 
wish to reduce it to a virtually 
meaningless “reprovaL** 

But it was not clear whether 
Mr Cole would demand further 
investigation by the Justice De- 
partment into the purportedly 
improper use of tax-exempt 
contributions by the Speaker - 
the offence at the heart of the 
charges against him. If so, his 
tribulations will not be over. 

In the short-term, the Re- 
publicans have emerged as dear 


winners from a week of savage 
political warfare, by delaying the 
potentially embarrassing hear- 
ings to the last moment, when 
they will be obscured by the in- 
auguration. 

The Democrats dealt their 
cause a blow by leaking tran- 
scripts of an illegally eaves- 
dropped telephone conversat- 
ion between Mr Gingrich, his 
lawyers and top Republicans 
about his predicament. That 
triggered a separate FBI inves- 
tigation of the leak, turning the 
spotlight to Democratic sins. 

Such is the fevered climate in 
the US Capitol, in whose shad- 
ow President Clinton will take 
the oath of office for the second 
time at noon on Monday. At the 
White House, however, all is 
sweetness and bipartisanship 
ahead of the big day. 

In a moving ceremony, Mr 
Clinton yesterday awarded the 
countzy’s highest civilian hon- 
our, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, to his vanquished 
Republican opponent of last 
November, Bob Dole, speaking 
of the huge debt owed by the 
country to the former Senate 
Majority leader. Mr Dole re- 
sponded with characteristic wit 

“I Robert J Dole....” he be- 
gan in a mock recitation of the 
inaugural oath be had hoped to 
be taking on Monday, before 
breaking off; J Sorry - wrong 
speech." After the laughter had 
subsided, however, Mr Dole 
came dose to tears as he singled 
out an old comrade-in-arms in 
the audience who had helped 
save him after his wounding in 
Italy in the Second World Whr. 

toe occasion was designed to 
send a message that Mr Clinton 
will work constructively with the 
Republican majority in Con- 
gress, whatever the bickering 
over Mr Gingrich. That strate- 
gy is paying off. Mr Clinton’s 
personal approval rating, ac- 
cording to a CNN poll yester- 
day, was a best-ever 62 per cent. 
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Prescott vows 
to help ease 
HK handover 

John Prescott, the Labour 
deputy leader, winding up a 
visit to Peking, said: "We 
want {the transition of Hong 
Kong] to go well, whether it 
is under a Tory government 
or a Labour government, and 
we’ll do all we can to see that 

is achieved. 1 ” His trip to 
China was “a matter of 
updating ourselves” on 
preparations for the 
transition. He is due in Hong 
Kong on Monday, where he 
hopes to renew his 
acquaintance with Tung 
Chee-Hwa, set to be chief 
executive of Hong Kong 
when the Union flag is finally 
lowered on 30 June. 

Teresa Poole - Pddng 


Sudan denies 
jo^ngk^ytown 
toinsuigients 


Sudan denied the fall of 
Mahan into rebel bands on 
the southern front of the 
Blue Nile region, an area 
where a Swiss-based relief 
group said Sudanese troops 
were bombing and burning to 
drive out the rebels. 

Sudanese rebels in Asmara 
and Cairo said a joint rebel 
force had captured the town, 
which they say is a strategic 
bypass for the White Nile 
siate, Upper Nile and the 

Blue NiJe region. 

Reuter -Cairo 


Taliban claim 
big advance 


Rfe profile on 
Cosfcjyfe killer 


Hogging the limelight: A piglet looks into the photographer’s lens at the Green Week Bair in Berlin, the biggest agri- 
cultural fair in Europe, putting farming products and livestock on display Photograph:. AP 


SA ‘dove’ implicated in 
apartheid-era dirty tricks 


The gunman who killed the 
son of the entertainer Bill 
Cosby was at the crime scene 
momentarily, and 
investigators are preparing a 
composite sketch of the 
attacker. Police say Enrus 
William Cosby. 27, may have 
been the victiia'of a roadside 
robbery attempt after he 
stopped to fix a flat tyre, 
although nothing apparently 

was taken. AP - Los Angeles 


Afghanistan's Islamic 
Taliban militia said they had 
captured parts of Kapisa 
province, north-west of 
Kabul and that a Taliban 
fighter had shot down a 
warplane of the opposition 
alliance with a US-made 
Stinger missile. 

Reuter — Mir Rocha Rot 


US Air Force 
getsarocket 


A McDonnell Douglas 


Zimbabwe 


Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 


From hawk to dove, declared a 
jubilant press two years ago 
when General Georg Meirrng, 
leader of the apartheid govern- 
ment’s war against the African 
National Congress, became part 
of the miracle of South Africa's 
peaceful transition. 

Yesterday, in a previously 
suppressed report General 
Meirrng- the man who in spite 
of his past was chosen by Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela to over- 
see the creation of a national 
defence force for the new South 
Africa - was implicated with 
more than 60 officers and sol- 
diers in apartheid-era dirty 
tricks, including state-spon- 
sored murder. 

The revelation was made by 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which also sug- 


gested that former president 
FW de Klerk orchestrated a 
cover up while still in power in 
1992 by refusing to investigate 
charges against General Meir- 
ing and two other generals, 
Kat Liebcnbeig and Joffel van 
der Westhuizen, despite the 
conclusions of an investigation 
by General Pierre Steyn. 

General Steyn, then a lieu- 
tenant-general, was appointed by 
Mr de Klerk to investigate alle- 
gations that a shadowy Third 
Force was destabilising the coun- 
try through covert violent oper- 
ations designed to discredit and 
divide the liberation forces. He 
probed train violence, assassi- 
nations, gun running, dreg smug- 
gling and cross-border raids. 

Instead of investigating the 
three generals, as General 
Steyn specifically recommend- 
ed, Mr de Klerk asked them to 
take a look at Stcyn’s list and 


come up with one of their own. 
Twenty-three men were even- 
tually sent packing. But yester- 
day’s TRC announcement 
confirmed widespread suspi- 
cion that the purging of the old 
guard has been limited. 

Charles Villa-Vicencio, the 
TRC’s head of research, said 
General Steyn believed that 
during Iris investigations far 
more effort was expended by 
the armed forces and the police . 
on covering up and identifying 
leaks than on gathering evi- 
dence. Despite explicit instruc- 
tions, police and armed forces 
documents were destroyed. 

Yesterday, Alex Boraine, 
the TRC’s deputy chairman, 
said Mr de Klerk’s actions at the 
tune were extraordinary. “It 
seems a strange way to get at the 
truth, ” he added He also said 
that the TRC now held the re- 
port Mr de Klerk bad previously 


denied existed in written form, 
Mr Boraine plans to hold 
talks with Defence Minister Joe 
Modise and General Melting. “It 
will be interesting to hear what 
Mr de Klerk has to say when he 
appears before the commission 
later this year," he said 
A defence force spokesman 
said he could not comment on 
the charges against General 
Meuring until the force had had 


atrocity claim 


time to study the report. 

for M 


A spokesman for Mr de 
Klerk said that the commission 
was making a deliberate attempt 
to damage de Klerk, who now 
leads the national party in op- 
position. He said the TRC s 
claims were seriously mislead- 
ing and that Mr de Klerk did not 
have strong enough evidence to 
take drastic measures against 
the highest ranking officers at 
what was then a delicate stage 
in the transition process. 


A retired corporal from 
President Robert Mugabe's 
notorious North 
Korean-trained Fifth Brigade 
will seek compensation for 
mental trauma which he says 
he suffered carrying out 
atrocities in the 1980s. 

The planned lawsuit by the 
man. whose identity has not 
been disclosed could help 
uncover details of Mr 
Mugabe's campaign against 
an uprising in the 
Matabeleland region of 
Zimbabwe. 

Thousands of people were 
believed killed to have been 
tty government forces which 
were seeking to root out 
dissenters, though Mugabe 
has previously prevented 
information about the 
campaign from befog made 
public. AP - Harare 


Delta 2 rocket carrying a 
$55m (£34 m) US Air Force 
navigational satellite 
apparently exploded as it 
blasted off from Cape 
Canaveral. “I heard the main 
explosion and after that I 
heard three, four, more 
minor explosions and more 
smoke and more fireballs," 
said Kurt Ronstrom, who was 
photographing the blast-off. 
Reuter- Cape Canaveral 


Dutch hit by 
abortion row 


The Health Minister, Els 
Borst, said she can imagine 
circumstances under which 
Dutch doctors may legally 
abort a foetus if it is not the 
sex the mother wants. Her 
comment, for broadcast on 
television, followed a 
documentary in which a 
doctor said be would do an 
abortion for a woman who 
said she wanted it “because it 
was raming."A/ > - The Hague 
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J^OTg^Pb'ives you the reassurance of RAC 
^^^fwhenever you travel. Even if 
passenger in someone else's car. 
®S^x' : '22% of cars on the soot. If we can't 
pet you going, weTi tow you to a nearby 
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labour are free too - you only pay for parts. 
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You can tailor your cover to meet your 
needs - with joint and Family cover, plus 
our 'At Home' and 'Recovery' services. 

A year's worry-free driving from just £39 
Anywhere, any car. Call us today to find 
out more; 


0800 029 029 
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* Discover just how special the Macintosh Performa range is at your local Apple Dealer today and 
you can claim £200 back if you buy a Macintosh Performa 5400 or 6400 before the end of January: 
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LONDON 
Albion Computers 

53-55 Mortimer St, London 
TIN "TD 
0171 631 5305 

Apple at Harrods 

Harrods (3rd Floor), 

87-135 Brompton Rd, London 
SW1X 7XL 
0171730 1234 

Babel Systems 

7 Goidhawk Mews, London 

W1Z8PA 

0181 749 8222 

Camelot* 

Unit 2, 10 William Rd, 

London NW1 3HN 
01713832727 

Chromasonic Computer 
Centre 

Chromasonic House, 

2 The Crest, Hendon, London 

NW42HW 

0181 203 8989 

Computer Warehouse* 

9 Hatton St, London NWS 8PR 
0171724 4104- 

Gastemer Technologies 
18-22 Sterling Way. Edmonton, 
London N18 2YZ 
0181345 6000 

Micro Anvika 

13 Chenies St, London 
WC1E7ET 
0171636 2547 

MicroRent 

St. Marks Studios, 
Chillingworth Rd, London 
N78QJ 

0171 700 4848 

Mygate* 

Unit 11, 

Southbrook Industrial Estate. 
Southbrook Rd, 

London SE12 8LG 
0800 0181424 

PM Systems 

782 Garratt Lane, London 

SW170LZ 

0181 672 1241 

System Solutions 
The Desktop Centre, 

17-19 Bhickwater St, 

London SE22 8RS 
01816933355 

Tasha Computers 

120 Chiswick High Rd, 
Chiswick, London W4 1PU 
01819947424 


Tasha Computers 

290 Kensington High St. 
London Wl* 8Nz" 

0171 6029444 

Trams 

47-51 Gillingham St, 

London SW1V1HS 
0171 544 1300 

SOUTHEAST 

1st Temptation Computers 

29/30 Wading St, Canterbury 
01227 764455 

ADM Computing 

24 Lower Bridge St, Canterbury 
01227 450200 

ApplePoint Thames Vhlley 

1 Mackenzie St, High St, Slough 
01753 518866 

CIC Software 

26 High St, Merstham, Redhill 
01737644829 

Clocktower 

Stortford Rd, Litde Hadham 
01279771038 

Computer Sense 

Grovelands Business Centre, 
Boundary W^y,. 

Hemel Hempstead 
01442252555 

Datacore Consultants 

319a Broomfield Rd, Chelmsford 
01245 261578 

GDN Associates 

23 Manor Rd, Hastings 
01424 714110 

Express Graphics Systems 
Unit 14, Pelham Court 
Business Centre, Crawley 
01293416416 

Flame 

12 Kings Park, Primrose Hill, * 
• Kings Langley 
01923270171 

Hussey & Greaves 
94 Hutton Rd, Shenfield, 
Brentwood 
01277226262 

Macline* 

Mill House, Mill Lane, 

Carshalton 

0181 4011111 

MacWhrehouse* 

Unit 6, Wolsey Business Park, 
lolpits Lane. Witfbrd 
0800 801936 

Network Computer 
Consultants 

Famcombe House, 

16 Market St, Lewes 
01273 487702 


ME Electronics 

* Weighbridge Row. 

Cardiff Rd. Reading 
0173-t 500551 

Network Professional 

1 10 Queens Rd. Brighton 
01273748083 

Performance Direct* 

Kingfisher House, 

160-162 High St. Egliam 
0178*477088 

Solutions Incorporated 

200 Portland Rd. Hove 
01273203323 

SRS Systems 

Unit 1 Belvue Business Centre. 
Befvue Rd, Nonholt 
0181841 1800 

Thames Afelley Systems 

1 Southern Court. South St. 

Reading 

01189581829 

The Mac Express 

10 Lawrence Rd Wist Wickham 
0181*62 5626 

The Mac Zone* 

Genesis House, Merrow Lane, 
Guildford . 

0800 393696 

Universal Advanced 
Technology 

UDswater Crescent Industrial 
Estate. Maripit lane, 

Coulsdon 
0181 763 5000 

Viewdata Computing 

Central House, 124 High St, 
Hampton Hill 
0181 943 3922 

SOUTH 

Island Computer Systems 

41 Horsebridge Hill. 

Parkhurst, Lsle of Wight 
01983 821717 

Lan-U-Like 

lia Sandleheath Industrial 
Estate, Old Brickyard Rd. 
Sandleheaih, Fbrdingbridge 
01425 657905 

The Music Corporation 

The Market Place, Ringwood 
01425 470007 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Guernsey Computers 

33 Commercial .Arcade, 

St. Peter Port 
01481 728738 


EAST ANGLIA 
AppleCentre Cambridge 

Unit 5. Clifton Court. Cambridge 
012232-Till 

Electronics for Publishing 

• Suite 2, The Old Church, 

St. Matthews Rd, Norwich 
01603 767574 

Hussey & Knights 

Graphics House. 60 Bethel St. 

Norwich 

01603 761030 

Peterborough Computer 
Systems 

5 Milnyaid Square. Bakewell Rd, 
Orton Southgate, Peterborough 
01733370606 

SOUTHWEST 
AM Micro Distribution 

Roman Court, 

48 New North Rd. Exeter 
01392 426473 

Computer Capability 

14 Oaktree Place, Maiford 
01392 207620 

LP ATS Publishing 

14 Camelot Court. Somerton 
01458274528 

Tantra Computers 

48 Kensington Park Rd. Bristol 
0117972*708 

Thvy Typesetting 

*2 Brook St, Tavistock 
01822 615007 

Servo Computer Services 

6 Manaton Court, 

Manaton Close. 

Matford Business Park. Exeter 
01392201300' 

Western Computers 

Victoria House, Temple Gate 
Bristol 

0117 922 5661 

MIDLANDS 
Adams Computers 

High St. Sutton Coldfield 
0121 354 9222 

Apple Centre Nottingham 

Queens Court. Lenton Lane, 
Nottingham 

01159505352 

Bedford Computers 

31-33 Tavistock St, Bedford 
01234 271113 • 

C J Graphic Supplies 

90 Newtown Row, Birmingham 
01213333-448 


Celtip Computers 

Lower Mill Sl Kidderminster 
01562 822222 

Gordon Harwood* 
Computers 

New St. Allreton 
01773 836781 

Jigsaw Systems* 

The Old Mill. High Church St. 

Nottingham 

0115 942 2990 

Leicester Computer 
Centre 

1 Jarrom St, Leicester 
01162556268 

PCM Technologies 

Midland House. 

3rd Floor, New Rd. Halesowen 
01215850191 

Sidwell Technology 

48 Dorridge Rd. Dorridge. 

Solihull 

01564 775775 

Tick Associates 
18 Chester Rd North. 

Sutton Coldfield 
0121 3537025 

WALES 

Blaenachddu Computer 
Centre 

Capel Jwan, Newcasde Emlyn. 

Carmarthenshire 

01559371219 

Cppystat (Cardiff) 

Norbury Rd. Fairwater, Cardiff 
01222 566133 

Hi-Mach UK 

The Church House, 
Hawkesbury Rd, Buckley 
01244 549563 

MacWestem 

Longciras Court, 

47 Newport Rd. Girdiff 
01222 465656 

Vbnian Print Technologies 

The Media Centre. 

Ivor House. Bridge St. Cardiff 
01222 222555 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
CEM Computers 

CEM House, 

Victoria Business Park, 

West Bank Rd, Belfast 
01232 556677 

Office Overload 

24 William St, Dungannon 
01868 727323 


Firebird 

Unit 67 Enterprise House, 
Balloo Avenue, Balloo 
Industrial Estate, Bangor 
012*7 27* HI 

NORTH 
ABC Microcore 

99 High Sl Gosforth. 

Newcastle Upon Tyne 
0191 213 1212 

AppleCentre Warrington 

Gemini Business Park, 

244 Europa Boulevard, 
Westbrook, Warrington 
01925*4*499 

3Dabs Direct* 

Direct House, 

30 Wingates Industrial Park, 
West Houghton, Bolton 
0800 680000 

Direct Memory 

98 Grosvenor Sl All Saints, 

Manchester 

0161.274*404 

FH Brown 

Mary Sl Manchester 
016 1 661 1000 

F H Brown 

Elmhirsc Lane, Dodworth, 

Barnsley 

01226 777111 

FH Brown 

Farrington Rd, Burnley 
01282 830000 

Hi-Tec Computer Services 

Cliffe House, Prospect Rd. 

Bradford 

0127* 626379 

Holdens Computer Services 

The Mansions. Chapel Lane. 
Longron, Presron 
01772615512 

Jennings Computer Services 

133 Victoria Rd, Scarborough 
0172337*196 

LCS (North West) 

Orchard House, Castle Garth, 

Kendal 

01539 74“l777 

Newcastle Computer 
Services 

Belville House, Ponteland. 
Newcasde Upon Tyne 
01661 803000 

BA Business Services 
10 Hardhom Way. 
Poulton-le-Fvide 
01253 899144 


Resolution 

Unit 7 Rother Court. 

Barbot Industrial Estate, 

Rotherham 

01709 523535 

Semaphore Design (Systems) 

Progress House. 

22 Pilgrims Sl Liverpool 
0151 7087101 

The Apple Studio 

Casdegate Quay, 

Stockton on Sea 
01642 679000 

Tomorrow’s World 

25-33 Paragon St, Hull 
01482324887 

SCOTLAND & THE ISLES 
AppleCentre Dundee 

Suite 3. Grianan Building, 
Dundee Technical Park, 
Dundee 
01382561110 

AppleCentre Edinburgh 

14/16 Holyrood Rd, Edinburgh 
01315575995 

AppleCentre Scotsys 

Righead Industrial Park, ' 
BellshiU. Strathdyde 
01698 846001 

CMYK Digital Solutions 

42-4 4 Swanfield, 

Bennington Rd. Edinburgh 
0131 555 5252 

Carpe Diem Solutions 

Unit 2, 

The Port Dundas Business Park, 
100 Borron St. Glasgow 
0141 333 9901 

Inverness Mac Shop 

44 Swanston Avenue, Inverness 
01463221770 

PP Systems 

Templandshaw, Som. Mauchline 
012905515*3 

The Computer Shop 

169 Commercial St, 

Lerwick, Shetland 
01595 694744 

OTHER OUTLETS 

The Macintosh Performa range 
is also available from hundreds 
of other Apple Dealers and 
Retailers nationwide. 

For details of other Macintosh 
Perform:! stockists not listed 
here, call the Apple Information 
Centre, free on 0800 23*800. 

♦These dealers also offer 
direct telephone sales and 
delivery nationwide. 



Apple 


HWtod, Perform* turns ere also amiable from vt eaed branches of Com*, Qmys Dhotis. John lav. A' Vivii and Tempo ^December 1996. Apple Computer. Inc Ik Apple bp is a r^rtd trademark and Apple. Matumh and Perform arc trademarks of Apple Computer. Me, registered in the US and ,*ber countries 
“J IT air chases of the Maamasb Performa HQQandotOO, made from 6 January /*" n jU January /W from pamdparing Apple Dealm and Retailers, subject to anuhhdtty In order to dum a cbcjuc back for UOP. purchasers must complete and return a special claim form together rub proof tf a rfvahjy, mg purchase tttll receipt or 
■ ■ purchased), no later than 28 februarr 1997. dams mlhtotbe accepted after ibts date Please chi not send original till receipts or tnmices a. they cannot be maned Oum forms arc amiable from participating Apple Dealm and Rehtilen. Only one claim nay be made per ^lining product purchased Claim 

invoice J ’ forms completed by Apple Dealers or Retailers will riot he accepted Please allow 28 daysjbr receipt a claimed che.jue. 
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Kremlin prepares for life after Yeltsin 


Russian politicians are 
already jockeying for the 
ailing president’s job 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


Like him or Joathe him, Boris 
Yeltsin is an extraordinary Sur- 
vivor. A mixture of ruthless 
bullying, shrewd tactics and 
luck has helped him weather a 
bloody showdown with parlia- 
ment. heart attacks, a quintuple 
bypass operation, a slaughter- 
ous war in Chechnya, and a re- 
election campaign which he 
entered with ratings that looked 
like the IQ of an earthworm. 
Yet, after all this, suspicion is 
sweeping through Moscow that 
his days are drawing to a close. 

As he struggles to overcome 
double pneumonia, even his ad- 
mirers privately concede that 
Mr Yeltsin will soon be forced 
to acknowledge that he is no 
longer well enough to remain in 
charge of the largest country on 
the planet. 

More than six months have 
elapsed since he was re-elected 
for his final term; he has been 
absent for most of that time. Al- 
though he may well recover 
from his present illness, few ex- 
pect him to complete his full 
term. He is 31, worn out and, by 
Russian standards, old - seven 
years above the average male 
life expectancy. 

The mood is hard to pinpoint 
with facts, yet it is palpable. 
When Mr Yeltsin had yet an- 
other bout of heart trouble last 
summer, his entourage was bull- 
ish, angrily debunking reports 
that he could not work more 
than 15 minutes a day. The pres- 
ident was beavering away on 
documents, they insisted. 

This time, there is far more 
gloom. The Kremlin's spokes- 
man, Sergei Yasuzhe insky, is 
going through the paces, re as- 


Lebed 

claims 

Clinton 

backing 



With doubts surrounding 
Boris Yeltsin's future, Alexan- 
der Lebed (above) believes 
that he has already ac- 
quired evidence of official 
recognition in Washington - 
a treasured invitation to 
Monday's swearing-in of Bill 
Clinton, from none other 
than the US President him- 
self. 

His claim caused for- 
rowed brows in the White 
House, which is denying 
that the self-styled president- 
in-waiting is a gpest of the 
United States. Confusion 
surrounded Mr Lebed's 
claim, but he may have 
been invited by an individ- 
ual member of Congress. 

The US - with a weather 
eye to the future - has cho- 
sen its words carefully. Asked 
what it would do if Mr Lebed 
attends, Mike McCurry, 
White House spokesman, 
said Mr Clinton “will not be 
embarrassed and would not 
be offended". He added; “It 
would strike him as curious, 
but he is not in control of the 
people who are awaitieti tick- 
ets to the ceremony." 


suring the world that his boss is 
getting better. But the Kremlin 
doctors have sounded increas- 
ingly wary. What was described 
10 days ago as “early signs of 
pneumonia'' is now referred to 
as double pneumonia triggered 
by bronchitis, an “unpredict- 
able” condition that can bring 
complications later on. 

Once- loyal newspapers that 
kept quiet about Mr Yeltsin’s 
health during his election cam- 
paign now sound alarmed. An 
editorial in Jzvesda described 
him as “clearly seriously in” and 
expressed concern about the sta- 
bility of the country. When the 
prime minister. Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin, declared yesterday that 
Russia's reforms would contin- 
ue. he was almost assuming the 
absence of Mr Yeltsin. 

And there are signs that the 
political establishment is pre- 
paring for life after Boris. For 
instance, a debate has begun 
about whether the Russian con- 
stitution, forced into law by Mr 
Yeltsin in 1993, places too much 
power in the bands of one man. 
Consensus is growing in favour 
of the views of Yegor Strpyev, 
speaker of parliament’s upper 
house and a staunch Yeltsin sup- 
porter, who has called for an 
amendment giving more pow- 
er to parliament, arguing that 
“the constitution is not an jeon”. 

Mr Strovev’s concern is not 
that his friend, Mr Yeltsin, will 
abuse his powers. What worries 
him, and many others, is the use 
to which they may be put by his 
successor. Looming ominously 
into view is Alexander Lebed, 
the fonner paratrooper gener- 
al who is the favourite to win an 
election if one were called soon. 

If there is one Russian who 
appears confident that Mr 
Yeltsin is about to exit, it is Mr 
Lebed. In the three months 
since he was sacked as nation- 
al security adviser, after secur- 
ing a peace deal in Chechnya, 
his appetite for the presidency 
has grown sharper. When be dis- 
covered Mr Yeltsin was bed-rid- 
den again, he moved his cam- 
paign up a gear, calling repeat- 
edly for the president to quit. “I 
want to become president, and 
I will," he announced, before 


setting off on a trip to Germany. 
Having lost b: 


ig lost badly to Mr 
Yeltsin, die Communists and 
nationalists do not want to be 
humiliated at the ballot box, 
especially by someone who 
could take their grassroots vote. 
Many in government do not rel- 
ish a president who threatens to 
root out official corruption, and 
take control of foreign trade - 
a source of many fortunes. 

Should an election be called, 
the Kremlin would almost cer- 


tainly try to throttle Mr Lebed's 
media access and throw mon- 


ey at their chosen candidate. But 
the general would still have a 
strong chance of victory, espe- 
cially if he were perceived by the 
public as a victim of the estab- 
lishment. “Every segment of the 
Russian political elite would 
stand to lose a great deal if 
Lebed were io win ... an elec- 
tion.” wrote Andrei Piomkow- 
sky, head of Moscow's Centre 
for Strategic Studies, in the 
Moscow Times. 

It is for (his reason that the 
Communist-dominated lower 
house of parliament has been 
quietly bunding bridges with the 
prime' minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, cooperating with his 
move to pass a federal budget. 
It is also no coincidence that an 
ardent political enemy of Mr 
Yeltsin. Oleg Rumyantsev, has 
floated the idea of another 
constitutional amendment - a 
law allowing prime minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin to stand 
in for the sick president for 18 
months ( instead of the current 
three) before calling an election. 
The apparatchiks who run Rus- 
sia hope that, by then, Mr 
Lebed will be forgotten. 


Foreigners drive into 
Moscow road trap 


PhD Reeves 

Moscow 


The world has always had its re- 
sponsible motorists {the British) 
and its lunatics (the Kalians), 
and until new no foreign visitor 
to Moscow had any doubts 
where to place the Russians. 

One trip amid the dented, 
smog-spewing, vehicles that 
clatter round the capital is usu- 
ally enough to convince new- 
comers that this is a place 
where the rules of the road are 
taken with a pinch of salt, and 
sometimes a glass of vodka. 

So eyebrows were raised 
among the thousands of foreign 
diplomats and business execu- 
tives in the city when Moscow's 
traffic police released details of 
the worst offenders among the 
foreigners- Their evidence is the 
result of a police damp-down 
which is widely believed as a 
counter-attack' after an inci- 


dent in New York in which the 
Russians claim several of their 
diplomats were man-handled hy 
traffic police, who alleged the 
envoys were drunk and unruly. 

The dispute escalated this 
week when the New York police 
issued two tickets on one day to 
Russia's ambassador to the UN. 

Under “Operation Foreign- 
er. the city's police were in- 
structed to stop and check- 
foreign cars for two days. Every 
police officer knows that diplo- 
mats have red numberplates 
and other foreigners have yel- 
low ones. One thousand vehi- 
cles were flagged down. The 
police banned 26 from the road, 
fined 52, and detected a mere 
200 driving violations. And the 
results of their survey? The 
worst offenders were the Amer- 
icans, followed by the French, 
the British and the Vietnamese. 
Kalians abroad, it seems, arc rel- 
atively well-behaved. 
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Fade away. Mr Yeltsin on the election trail last summer (left). In November he was visibly ailing (centre) and underwent quintuple bypass surgery, but has not recovered (right) 
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SFvlAGE OF The feeling of being in a goldfish bowl is inescapable when you visit the aquarium at Port Veil in Barcelona, Spain. The aquarium, the largest in Europe, is an undercover succession of water tanks and 

THE WEEK walkways where the public and the fish can gaze at each other. Photograph by Emma Boam. Taken with a Nikon F90X with 160 ASA colour negative film with 28mm lens, 30th of second exposure at F4. 





B ishops used to wield considerable 
power and influence in the land, 
in matters secular as well as 
sacred. In the world at large, this has 
largely declined. A year or two back I 
was struck that no churchman was 
included on the Nolan Committee as it 
enquired into moral standards in public 
life. 

As I take up office as Bishop in the 
Diocese of Chester, I am acutely aware 
that on an average Sunday only around 
2.5 per cent of the population will 
attend an Anglican place of worship. 

The cultural fall out from the wide- 
spread apathy towards, or rejection of, 
the Christian Gospel in our land is a 
factor behind a myriad of social trends, 
from sharply increased rates of suicide 
and crime, to unacceptable rates of fam- 
ily break up, and abortion. Indeed, our 
persistent failure adequately to address 
a host of social problems suggests that 
they are beyond any merely secular or • 
political solution. 

As the churches seek to respond to 
this challenge, I believe that for many 
people the place to start is simply with a 
sense of wonder. Archbishop Michael 
Ramsey used to say that ‘there is a 
space within each of us which only God 
can fill'. It is, I believe, innate in all 
human beings to have a sense of tran- 
scendence and of wonder. It is experi- 
enced in many ways, including, but not 
limited to, religious contexts. It may be 
when you fall in love, and suddenly the 
whole world is transformed. It may be 
to hold a new-born child, or at key 
moments in family life. It can be true 
when you are present with someone as 
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Every week we open this section with a 
remarkable picture. Now we offer words 
with similar impact. Today the thoughts of 
the newly enthroned Bishop of Chester, the 
Right Rev. Dr Peter Forster, on worship and 
the search for a sense of wonder. 


their life slips away. It can be the beauty 
of a sunrise or sunset 
These moments, when the world is 
transfigured with special meaning, illus- 
trate and embody the human potential 
to know God. That potential, and these 
moments, bubble irrepressibly up in 
human existence, but in doing so they 
have to fight against the tendency in 
western culture to cash everything out 
in analytical lumps, to be examined and 
dissected. The desire to know can 
become self-destructive, if it does not 
recognise its own limits, and the things 
that pass beyond knowledge. We are liv- 
ing in the midst of a new industrial rev- 
olution, driven by the amazing possibili- 
ties of information technology. In 
human affairs, information should serve 
knowledge, and knowledge should serve 
the higher purposes of wisdom. When 
mere information, no matter how 
sophisticated or entertaining the 


medium in which it is embodied, serves 
no higher purpose it will enslave and 
deaden the true human potential in 
each of us. 

It was an Eastern Orthodox priest 
making an official visit to the Church of 
England in the 19S0s who remarked 
that, ‘this Church needs a lot of prayer 
and fasting and silence and solitude'. 

We need to beware of ‘poor, little, talk- 
ative Christianity’. 

I can remember the shock of the 
death in 1961 of that remarkable SecTe- 
tary-General of the United Nations, 

Dag Hammarskjold, in a plane crash. In 
the world of the early 1960s, drifting 
ever deeper into the cold war, he stood 
out as a beacon of hope. He wrote this 
in his personal diary: ‘God does not die 
on the day when we cease to believe in a 
personal deity, but we die on the day 
when our lives cease to be illumined by 
the steady radiance, renewed daily, of a 


wonder, the source of which is beyond 
all reason.’ 

It is the task of the Church to point to 
this potential around and in us, and to 
articulate the innate sense of God which 
is present in everyone. Above all, this 
will require humility - it was T S Eliot 
who said that the true wisdom is always 
the wisdom of humility, because humil- 
ity is endless. It will also need much 
patience. The world around us may be 
descending into a miasma of aggressive 
soundbites but the task of the Church is 
patiently to bear witness to its faith in 
the living God, who will always outlast 
the short-sighted obsessions which so 
blight the modern world. 

" An essential part of the churches’ 
witness is embodied in worship. The 
Church of England is currently 
engaged in a renewal of its worship, on 
a scale unprecedented since the Refor- 
mation. There are signs that the long 
twentieth-century decline in church 
attendance is over. The challenge 
before us is to integrate the enduring 
elements in old and new alike into a 
true and inner renewal of worship, 
which feeds the spirit and points to the 
wonder of God. 

There is a short prayer, which was also 
found in Dag Hammarskjold 's papers, 
which suras up the way in which I wish 
to approach my new ministry as a 
Bishop: 

For all that has been - Thanks! 

For all that shall be - Yes! 
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Alan Bennett suggests you turn over a new le af in 1997 with the 

London Review of Books 


London Review 

OF BOOKS 


ISSUES 

15% OFF 

and a free U 
calends 






2 January 1997 

‘Sent a complimentary (sic) copy oFWaters rone’s Literary 
Diary which records the birthdays ofvarious 
contemporary figures. Here is Dermis Potter on 17 May, 
Michael Frayn on 8 September, Edna O’Brien on 15 
December, so naeurally I turn to my own birthday. May 9 is 
blank except for the note: first British Launderette is 
opened on Queensway, London 1949.’ 

- unpublished jragmmtjrom Alan Bennrit’s 1997 Didry 

Tr, INTELLIGENCE, POLITICAL ANALYSTS, 
literary criticism and mirth. These and more are 
available for your intellectual pleasure this year 
and for years to come in the London Review ofBooks - 
said by Alan Bennett to be ‘the liveliest, the most serious 



and also the most radical literary magazine we have’. 
Besides Alan Bennett himself, 1997 will bring articles by 
such writers as Adam Phillips, Marina Warner, Ian 
Hamilton, David Sylvester, Andrew O’Hagan, Jenny Diski. 
James Wood, John Lanchester, Jenny Turner, Jain Sinclair, 
Michael Wood, Perry Anderson and many others 
For people who love the written word, the LRB is 
' required reading. Make a resolution this year to reward 
yourself with a subscription and we will send you your first 
six issues absolutely free and save you an additional 15% 
on the cost of a year’s issues. For a limited time only, we 
will also send you as a new year’s gift our beautiful LRB 
calendar featuring watercolour illustrations by LRB 
designer Peter Campbell (suggested retail price £9.99). 
Simply complete the coupon to enter a trial subscription. 

LONDON REVIEW OF BOOKS, 

28 LITTLE RUSSELL STREET, LONDON WC1A 2HN 
S (0171) 209 1141 FAX: 10171) 209 1151 


s POST TO: London Review of Kooks. FREEPOST. WC3919, LONDON WC1A 
2BR, ENGLAND. No stamp required if posted in UK. 

Pi ease send me sis free issues of the London Review of Kooks and enter my onc^year 
subscription of 24 fortnightly issues at a saving oft 5 %. I enclose payment now, bull 
I underetand that if, after six Issues, I wish to cancel my subscription, I can do so and receive 
a full refund. The six issues will be mine to keep at no cost. 

MrfMrsJMs/Miss 


Address. 


Signature 


Postaxle ... 


Date 


| RATES: : year (24* 6 issues) 15% off. 

I UK £45 .go (save £S. 10 ); Europe: £ 56 . to (save £ 9 . 90 ): 

[ Middk East, Afnea, India, Larin America; £ 61.05 (save £ 10 . 95 ); 
j Australasia, Far Ease £ 66.30 (save £ 11 . 70 ) 

! □ I enclose 3 cheque for f— . — made payable to ‘London Review ofBooks Ltd*. 
□ Please duigc my MasterCard/ American Erpress/Dinrre Club/Visa cand 



No.! 




! Card expiry date I Signature 

I b* Credit card hotline (0171) 209 *141, Fax: (0171) 209 1x51 

| From time to time yun may receive information about often;, terras and ptndora. that nuy be of imprest 
] to you. if you would prefer rot to r er a n: thes e, please tick tfacixcD ine 
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the games page 


SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 1997 


. the independent long weekend 


Catching the doodle bug 


Games people play ■ 

Pandora Melly talks to a high-speed Sandy Gall 

ro j .-are travelling vety fast:abou 

Sandy Gall, 69. writer/broadcaster 70 mites an hour towards the 


How to read a person’s character from their absent-minded squigglings 


S TOP. Read no further. Qo away, get bored, and do 
some doodles on a blank sheet of paper. For ' 
doodles - according to some graphologists at any 
rate - may hold the key to your personality. The 
underlying idea of graphology is simple: writing is an 
automatic action controlled by your subconscious. 
Whether you loop your letters or angle them, how you 
join them together, how you spread them over the blank 
page, indeed every tiny twitch of your writing fingers 
may betray something of your inner turmoil. 

While the finer points of graphology have never stood 
up to hard scientific testing, its basic premise is hard to 
deny - as anyone who has ever received a letter written 
in scrawling block capitals in green ink will confirm. So 
while we would not go so far as to claim absolute 
validity for what follows, it may be worth taking some 
notice of it 

Doodles done then while T was boring you with the 
last paragraph? Then on with the interpretation. 
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Doodles of cats, fish and other small creatures may be a Repetitive doodles show concentration, perseverance and 
sign of a protective nature a patient nature 


The first thing to look for is the position of the doodle 
of the page: extraverts doodle on the middle of the 
paper, showing their need to be at the centre of things. 
Doodling at the left is sign of worry and fear for what 
the future may hold; doodling on the right shows 
impulsiveness; high doodles betray irapracticality and 
doodles at the foot of the paper warn of depression. 


Next comes pressure: turn the paper over and hold it 
up to the light. Can you see a firm impression made by 
your pen or pencil? Assertive people push hard with 
their pens; sensitive, submissive doodle rs doodle softly. 




I play golf, which is not very 
exciting. Would you like to hear ^ 
about the Cresta Run instead? It s. 
a tobogganing run al St Moritz, 
invented by the British in the late 
1890s. They went to Switzerland 
for their health - very often as a 
cure for tuberculosis - and to 
amuse themselves they took up 
tobogganing. Then someone had 
the idea of building a track out of 
sqow and ice, which became the 
Cresta Run. It’s rebuilt every 
winter, balf-a-mile long with lots 
of curves and comers, down which 
the cream of British youth hurl 
themselves. Winston Churchill 
was the youngest rider ever - at 
14. which is strictly against the 

rules. . . 

It’s a very serious business: the 
Cresta Run has killed five people. 
One man fell out at a big bend 
called “The Shuttlecock*' and 
another hit a railway sleeper 
which had been left across the run 
instead of being put across the 
road to stop the traffic. I only 
mention this because the good 


bow are travelling vety fast: about 
70 miles an hour towards the 
bottom of the run. 

You fie on a toboggan and go 
down head first, steering by _ 
leaning into the comers. Fm a 
complete novice and very bad at. 

it but I used to toboggan in 

Scotland as a boy. Td heard about 

the Cresta Run and eventually 

made two documentaries about il 
I thought Fd have ago when 

we’d finished filming- We all went 
down, and I am ashamed to say - 
thar my cameraman and sound- 
recordist were much faster than 
me. Later, in the club-house, the 
announcer said: “Sandy Gall s 
time was so-and-so”, and they, told 
me that I was the slowest man 
since Errol Flynn. And he bad 
stopped to light a cigarette. 


Traditionally prv-Cresta courage 
may be obtained by mixing a chilled 
aw of Campbell's Consomme ■ 
(46p) with a large slug of Red 
Stotichnava vodka (£12.19 from 
Oddbinsj. Experiment with 
proportions until audacityfvisionl 
balance are at optimal levels. 


Don't junk it . . . use it 

The cola-powered plastic propagator 


On to your inner spikiness: curvy doodles are a sign of 
sociability, angular doodles, they say, are a sign of 
detachment and poor interpersonal skills. 


Regular geometric shapes indicate a desire for 
organisation - but watch out for unstable piles of bricks 


Abstract squiggles may be a sign of tension and poor 
concentration. 


Now look for regularity and patterns: the more 
disciplined your doodle, the better organised you are 
likely to be - though squares and triangles, in the 
absence of curves, may indicate a lack of emotion and 
sensitivity, lake care also if you have been producing 
those obsessively tidy, walled-in, cross-hatched, knotted- 
together doodles that can only be interpreted as 
showing a need to break out And while piles of bricks 
may indicate regularity and discipline, beware if they are 
inverted pyramids, all balancing tenuously on a small 
base. That’s a sure sign that you fear that your world is 
about to topple over. 





So far it seems to make fair sense. The doodlologicai 
assertion that arrows, staircases and ladders are signs of 
ambition also seems rational, until you begin to wonder 
how to tell whether a ladder is going up or down, and 
whether the arrow is “Collect £200” or “Go to Jail”. 

Pictures 3nd faces bring further problem areas. 
Pictures of food may indicate hunger or over-eating, 
they say, while attractive faces may show sociability and 
ugly faces indicate suspicion and bad temper. After that, 
the theory of “You are what you draw” may become 


Bars and cross-hatching may hide a feeling of 
constriction and a desire to escape 


Arrows, ladders and stairs all point towards ambition and 
a need for achievement 



In the winter, a recycler’s fancy : 
lightly turns to thoughts of 
gardening,, so here's how to turn a 
used soft-drink bottle into a safe 
and healthy environment for your 
seedlings 

Cut plastic bottle into three 
sections, as indicated by the dotted 
lines. 


Fill the bottom section with 
gravel for drainage. 


Make a sharp inward crease 
down the length of the middle 
section to make it a little thinner. 


Leave the top section alone. 


ever more facile: houses indicate domesticity, hearts 
show romanticism, planes and cars a desire to travel. 

A good deal of research has been done on the sex of 
any people seen in drawings. Results arc inconclusive on 
whether people are more likely to draw pictures of their 
own or the opposite sex. but male adolescents have been 
shown to be more likely to draw nude women than nude 
men. Putting it all together, we arrive at the following 
definitive rules for doodle interpretation: 


1. When interpreting other people’s doodles, speak in 
broad generalities mixed with subtle personal insights. 
“You feel constricted by the pressures other people 
bring to bear on you” is always a good line. 

2. Never show any one else any of your own doodles. 
(For those with Internet access, more doodles may be 

found at: http:ifvmw.aiinakomi.conildoodles.himl ) 


Now reassemble the bottle, 
squeezing the middle section to fit 
inside the rim of the bottom 
section. 

Fill with potting or seed compost 
and plant your seeds. 


William Hartston 


Christmas Crossword competition - answers and winners 


Then replace the top section over 
your middle section to create a sun 
roof, protecting and warming the 
seedlings and preventing the 
compost from drying out. 


Cryptic solution: Across: I Glad Tidings Of Great Joy t Bring. 
15 Glade. 16 Rover. 17 A Christmas Carol. 18 Castle, 19 Loose 


20 Abase, 21 Steeple. 23 Orchestrating. 26 Sackbuts, 28 Grit, 30 
Shetland Islands, 33 Light. 34 Imbue, 35 Rhomb, 37 Inculcated. 
40 Elopement. 42 Assurance. 43 Competed, 44 Beatific, 47 
Instance. 49 Startles. 50 Charm aine. 53 Erudition, 55 Persistent. 
56 Night. 58 .Ashen. 5° Prone. 60 Hair Conditioner. 63 Dill. 64 
Trachoma. 65 Generalissimo, 69 Detract. 71 Ernst, 72 Grist. 73 
Braise, 75 Throw [n The Cards. 76 Union. 77 Ivory, 78 Sire He 
Lives A Good League Hence. 

Down: l Gage, 2 Avalanche. 3 Trestle, 4 Dirge, 5 Novella, b. Sar- 
torial, 7 Flare, 8 Rehearses, 9 Animalcule, 10 Jitter Bugged, il 
Years, 12. Backet. 13 Irreparable, 14 Gilbert Keith Chesterton, 
22 Conservative Candidates. 24 Tension, 25 Gendarmerie. 27 
Tetrode, 29 Divertimenii, 31 Libertarians, 32 Inches, 36 Ousts, 38 
Locate, 39 Everlasting. 41 Sepsis. 45, Bing. 46 Screen. 4S Clip- 
per. 51 Ant HiiL 52 Anton Chekhov, 54 Upholsterer. 57 Recon- 
nects, 60 Hearth Rug. 61 Continual. 62 Nails Down. 66 Retsina. 
67 Spanish. 68 Yahweb. 70 Tonal. 72 Gusto, 73 Bantu. 74 Byre. 


Concise solution: Across: I Dissolution Of The Monasteries. 15 
Tenet. 16 Saint. 17 Self Development, 18 Aghast. 19 Gabby. 20 
Molar. 21 Risotto. 23 Negative Poles, 26 Overhang. 28 Style, 


30 Electric Shavers 33 Saho. 34 Thom, 35 Litre, 37 Enamellist. 
40 Solecisms. 42 Guncotton, 43 Prologue, 44 Estimate. 47 N den- 
ude, 49 Trekkers, 50 Stretcher, 53 Exemplary. 55 Broadsword. 56 
Al Sea. 58 Extol 59 Final. 60 Fellow Traveller. 63 Aunt, 64 Edi- 
tions, 65 Draughtboards. b9 Travail 71 Eases. 72 Mogul 73 Latent. 
75. Experimentalist, 76 Agent. 77 Often. 78 The Importance Of 
Being Earnest. 

Down: 1 Date, 2 Synagogue, 3 Outcast, 4 Upset, 5 Icing Up. 6 
Notabilia. 7 Fussy. S Hale Moons. 9 Middle East 10 Neverthe- 
less. 1 1 Solar, 12 Expose. 13 Ice Stations. 14 Set Someone’s Fears 
Al Rest, 22 Intelligence Department. 24 Vainest, 25 Steelworker, 
27 Noodles. 29 Slock In Trade. 31 The North Pole. 32 Swains. 36 
Tango. 38 Expert. 39 Stonewalled. 41 Pulses. 45 Aphis. 46 Escort, 
48 Dwarfed. 51 Radiant, 52 Tying The Knot, 54 Eating Apple. 57 
Bloodstain. 60 Fisb Slice. 61 Orangeade. 62 Lorgnette. 66 
Galleon. 67 Outdoor, 68 Marram. 70 Umbo. 72 Motif, 73 Lathe, 
74 Gnat. 

Winners: The two Grst prizes, copies of the A & C Black. OUP 
B7i o’s lf7 io IS97-J996 on CD-Rnm. were won by I Mulheson of 
Stornoway and Mrs E Kelly of Puriey. Runners-up. receiving the 
new Oxford Dictionary of Quotations:: J Goodyear. ChardsUxk: 
C & C Blare. St Andrews: K Me Andrews. Heaton: Mr J Wood, 
inversion; Mrs M Kinch. Bradford-on-Avon: Alan Scon, Scot- 


stoun: G Price. Aberystwyth: Reginald Kilby. Coventry; Mr A Mrs 
R Stumbles, Llandrindod Wells: Francis Fitzgibbon. London NW5; 


Mrs E Harrington. London SES; Mrs Gloria Fagg. Sirumpshaw; 
R Luker. Caterhanr, A Horton. Maidenhead: Mr & Mrs P 


R Luker, Caterhanr, A Horton. Maidenhead: Mr & Mrs P 
Reynolds. Moniston: P Finn. Gravesend; Turn Dixon. Winning- 
loti; J Atherton, Burweil; C Bloomfield. St Albans: Mr J Francis, 
Cucufield- 


Children's puzzle 

Solution: Across: 1 Tortoise. 5 Puppet. 9 Meatball. 10 Sponge. 1 1 
Hofei 12 Interrupt, 14 Watership Down. 17 Fostetmolhets. 20 Gone 
to sea, 21 Opera. 22 Spider. 23 Judoists 24 Insist. 25 Peter Pan. 
Down: 3 Tomahawk. 2 Realist. 3 Orbit. 4 Selfishness. 6 Upper- 
most 7 Penguin, 8 Twenty. 13 Tape measure. 15 Rose trees. 16 
.Assassin. 17 Fancies 18 Evens up. 19 Agassi. 21 Ozone. 
Winners: The first prize, a copy of the nine volume Oxford Child- 
rats Encyclopaedia, was won by Sarah Cooper. Chetwynd Middle 
School. Nuneaton. Runners-up. receiving The Young Chford His- 
tory of Britain and Ireland: Ben Watson, King's School. Cambridge; 
James Colville, Ftoughlnn Head Primary School; ,4my Hodgson, 
Heron Hill School. Kendal: Jonathan Moore. Trinity Middle 
School. Newport; Charlotte Aitchisoo, Hcathside School. Wev- 
hridge. 




When your seedlings are ready, 
pot them up by simply removing 
the middle section of the 
propagator and pushing the entire 
plug of compost and plants down 
into a flower pot 


Bawn O’Beime-Ranelagfi 


he Games Page is edited by William Hartston 


Chess William Hartston 


concise crossword 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Backgammon Chris Bray 



presence of the white 
queen on f5 stops White 
from delivering a 
devastating knight fork. 

So perhaps, before 
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accepting the draw offer, 
we should pursue this line 


You're While, it’s your 
move, and your opponent 
has just offered you a 
draw. What do you do? 

The first thing to do. 
naturally enough, is to 
suspect his motives. Has 
he spotted some 
devastating discovered 
check with the knight? 
Probably not. since any 
knight move must be to :t 
black square, where 
anything it attacks will be 
on a white square, so the 
black queen and knight are 
safe. On the other hand. 
l.Ne3+ forces 1...K&3 
(I...fCft4 2.Qg4 mate or 
l„.Kh2 2.Qf2+ arc fatal 
for Black) when only the 


we should pursue this line 
lJNe3+ Kg3 2.Qg4+ KG 
3.Qf4+ Ke2 but now 
what? Well, we can 
continue 4.Qf! + since the 
knight is immune from 
capture (4...Kxe3 loses the 
queen to 5.QeH-) so let's 
continue: 4.„Kd2 5,Qdl+ 
Kc3 6.Qc2+. Now we 
seem to be getting 
somewhere since 6...Kd4 
allows the knight fork on 
f5 that weve been waiting 
so long to play. So Black 
must play 6~Kb4 when 
7.Qb2+ leads to mate 
after 7...Ka5 $.Ne4+ Ka6 
9. Qbh. Ah. but Black play 
7— Nb3 instead shielding' 
his king and getting out o 
trouble. Perhaps we’d 
better take that draw after 
all. Right? 

Wrong? S.Qa3+:r Kxa3 
9.Nc2 is mate. (From a 
study by Leonid Kubbcl). 


In the first two questions of ihe 
Christmas Competition, you were 
asked to mark five pnssihlc 
solutions to bidding problems out 
of 10. 

1) As South al love all. you held: 
* A K. Q 6 
79 7654 32 
•>4 

*K 

West North East South 

1 j pass 1 *7 

pass I ♦ pass ? 


2) As South, with East-West 
vulnerable, you held 
♦ none 
10 7 4 
0Q J JOS 
+KQ642 

West North East S 

20 4S ? 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


Perplexity 


Mixed doubles: 


Crave colossal lanky shingled mid-bovine shins 


The six words in the above sentence hide ihe names of 
three people who have been in the news in the past 
week. To find them, you must group the words into 
three pairs, then rearrange the letters within each pair. 
Each answer consists of a first name plus surname. 

The first correct answer opened on 29 January will 
win a copy of the- new Chambers 2 1st Century Dictionary. 
Answers to: Perplexity. The Independent . 1 Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL. 


1 French composer (7) 
5 Make speech (5) 

8 Leather strap (5) 

9 Advance (7) 

10 Story-teller (9) 

12 Mineral deposit (3) 

13 Roman emperor (6) 

14 Help (6) 

17 Writing fluid (3) 

15 Building designer (9) 

20 Synthetic material (o) 

21 Burdened (5) 

23 Awe (5) 

24 Difficult (7) 


Put off (5) 
Zodiac sign <3 1 
Flower (7) 


Flower (7) 
Meal (6) 
SmeU (5) 

Say sorry (9) 

Mountain (7) 


11 End of game (9) 

13 Cut hedge e.g. (7) 

15 Crash helmet (7) 

16 Shrub (6) 

18 Performed (5 ) 

19 Gripping implement for 
sugar-lumps (5) 

22 Twosome (3) 


Striatum to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 


lure. 18 Chalice.’ 19 Hcaduxn. 21 Oiris. 22 Jaunl. 25 Ernie. 25 Omii 


The choices offered were 3 ♦, 
4*. 2*. 3+ and 4* which I 
rate as worth 2, 6. 10. 7 and 8 
points out of 10 respectively. 

The trouble with the direct 
spade raises is that they both 
seem underbids. If partner is 
short in hearts, there could easily 
be a slam but as he dearly has 
very poor spades, it is most 
unlikely that he will be able to 
cooperate. 3+ certainly has the 
merit of agreeing spades buL by 
suggesting some length in clubs, 
might easily cause partner ro 
misvaluc his hand, especially if he 
has. say. three small cards in the 
suit. 4+, a splinter showing club 
shortage and healthy spade 
support, is nearer the mark but 
will still make it difficult for 
North. If you tell him that you 
are short in dubs, he may well 
not realise that you are equally 
short in diamonds. 

On balance. I would plump for 
2+ - the fourth suit and forcing. 
As the South hand i.s difficult 
(impossible?) to describe, why 
not give North plenty of room to 
tell you what he holds? You 
might, for example, hear 
enthusiasm for hearts: the other 
options would have effectively 
ruled out the chance of plaviiiu in 
anything other lhan spadev 


North's 20 is a Multi - either 
a West Two in a major or a strong 
three-suited hand The suggested 
possibilities were 5 1 ?, 6 ri?, 7^, 

5 ♦ and 4NT. Few players will 
agree with me in this guessing 
game, but I rate their respective 
points as 6, 4. 2. S and 10. . 

Here you have to make a big 
assumption - has partner got a 
Weak Two in hearts? (a drawback 
of the Multi!). 6 and 7C 1 both 
seem rather wild but may work 
well, while 5^ sounds rather 
feeble. 5 * is a nice idea for now 
West has to take a position at a 
high level, but I prefer 4NT. This 
caters for the (remote) possibility 
that partner is strong, and may 
well persuade West that his 
partner is pre-empting with very 
long spades and does not have 
too strong a defensive hand. 



3) South, dealer at love all, held: 
♦ A fY) 864 
^.1853 
074 

*2 

You were asked what was the 
lowest value for (Y) in order to 
open ihe bidding. 1 shall be 
generous in ihe marking here: as 
long as you do not insist on ( Y) 
being (he king or queen, then full 
marks. | would start things off 
even if Y were the two! l am sure 
il pays off over the years if you 
hold hnth majors. 

Mure answer-, and all the 
winners, next week. 


rejRN TO PAGE 31... for the weather, sky at night, Jasper Rees on TV, Robert HankionSSSSS 


This was the first puzzle in our Christmas quiz: Black 
on roll, should he double? And should White accept? 

This type of bear-off problem arises frequently and 
it is good to know how to cope with iL Hugh 
Sconyers, a top US player, has produced a set of CDs 
that give the exact answers to such problems where 
each side has fewer than nine men left. Unfortunately 
- or perhaps fortunately - you can’t have a PC- at your 
side when playing, so mere mortals have to resort to a 
little hard work to come up with the right answer. 

Let’s took at the lake side firsL To take a double 
White needs 25 per cent winning chances. .Time for a 
little calculation: unless Black rolls 6-6. 5-5 or 4-4. 
White will have a chance to take off his two men with 
one roll - which he can do with 10 rolls (6-6 5-5 4-4 
3-3. 6-5, 5-6, 6-4, 4-6, 5-4, 4-5). He will have the " 
chance to roll these numbers in 33/36 games and will 
win the game 9.2 times in 36 attempts (10 x 33/36). 
Winning nine games would give him the required 25 
per cent so it is apparent that White has a take. He 
n as additional chances because Black may not bear 
off his men in two rolls. In fact after rolls of 1-1, 2-1 
and 3-1 for Black it is correct for White to redouble! 

But all of this suggests that White has only a 
borderline take. So it should be clear that Black has a 
strong double. He win lose his market if he waits. 
Using the Hugh Sconyers CD mentioned above the 
equities for Black are 0.32 points if he waits, 0.46 
pomts it he doubles. So the answer is double/take. 

Ot course, in real life things can be different 
when I recently had this position I doubled and my 
opponent dropped. Thus l raised my equity from 0.46 
points to 1 full point This reinforces the view that 
most significant errors are made with ihe doubling 
L.ube. Solutions to problems 2 and 3, and names of . 
the winners, will be given in subsequent weeks. 
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- Xjndsay: Dtincaa.tell it: tr \^ iie-'diredar , 
Vx SVef oife ibiQ-spakiiffi. 
V-,J Crider Woidd txi a 10 -andlellsybu "Which 
JR4t*^CT>0u^ K l«it no one.lcBC^tbe status'. 
v , ;Qf anyOae;rfse. Tieri youhavc to walk arou nd 
. ; .ibe from ^be&Sypur status and! by the end 
: ■ j-of the exe^jsei 'yoa- should -jiabe in theoiy 
% fanned a linegoing from. 10 dowmo one, just 
■Jv .by expressihgrrtirik. %be. secret is,; of course,- 
-•• 1 thattfieperspn with the highest status doesn't 


;: ax3yWay^aje was bom in Scotland. Herpar- 
entswere.worbing<lass Scot^irom Glasgow 
^a^idmbureti./ Who moved south when 
• Ljiktea y Was . to Leeds then 

some copifor fi Si^mddl&-class background. 
But we didn’t have a Jot of money. We didn't 
have, a telephone or a car. Both my parents 
. spoke with Scottish accents. A lot of expres- 
sions they were Scots army slang... 
she adopted a sudden Iain Cuthbertson 
delivciy - "They 1 uised tosay, TGt’na budgie?’, 
meaning *What time is it?'. I don’t know how 



John Walsh, meets 


•-■ do anything- at all; just because their status J spoke but it wasn’t Scots or Birmingham. I 
. means theydonYhavoto tiy.irSause&d act- can remember two friends of my older 
. J^g etercise because it teaches you that, if brother saying, ‘ Ooh. /ere cdoras the - 

Queen’ because 1 spoke posh,- but I don’t 
‘ your pCTSoaaljtyor degree of confidence, you know.wherc.itcame front" How did her 
/^btftjhayeTtoi.dp'aiiyfliing; -The .more .thrash- . parentsfeel about producinga. middle- - 
•_ iifcgjappiiild something is class daughter? “Well, it's not ah unfer . * 

" ’.c^wtotsRiahi^OT . ; : * • miUar journey,isit?Ithappens'a lcrt- ; 

:■ j Somebody njust have whispered a number You just get your hands on. the- best 
tb-Ms DtoKan^s.ear at snf eaxiy age ^perhaps- .availableeducation foryourchfl- 

d^e g/T got a foLof support frorp 

sr / awpman'wfo never seems in doubt ofher star . rShenu; even "though. I went to an . 

.-^ .tus as;a daWact-'Ctest^e slw radiates a pas-, . ordinary primary school." But 
.-'.•sionjite oonceatx^piitliat- was she: aw§re of being cultur-, 
r^iksayeS' •'mjdienoes -breathless, whether in Tfcn- altydistapt from her father? “It 
>.Tiessee .Wiliianis'^ Ciuori a Mot TihBoof (for was sb-stnmge. - Tike being- 
/ whkh she. got the Eyenmg Standards Best. ' broughr up'on paraflel lines.- My 
%■ Acfr^awa^dYdx ^ die. decadent, sdhemuig parems didn’t belong -in Birming- 
- - - Marquise .^der Martmta is' Ler Liaisons Dan -'.- . ham. I didn’t ,belong m3imunghani. 

. geict^ey (wfeadttrai^iTedfrbm the West End 1 I just Jon^ forsamething else/’ - . 

.to Nw ipate ail Cuvier, •> Her escape tn daydri»ihs^^th tWo' - 

di^inct plot lines. 'T had a clear and lcmg^ . 
;'!Wprld;Award for<3irtstandin^ New Talent”), running fantasy of being some kind of.* : . 
S Qtk teleymon she^rajo do .wrfefy parts, with tooK^dehhed~cqyQlty, a mystemufr European 
f dorile ocuwictio^ princes^ but I was alsoa ^tective in axnadk-' 

>%ie r nf^h6.B|i€7s . 

^•'CdpcMaie^j^r^dw^p^pf^'ilS^ 1 pi: ~; r : t^dxqpse^i 6o^t-- xxi ust haver come from t|ur 

l; . hiJcanna,TBoU(^s^J&^ J^Aui 

'••• OsJ/pit thinkv^^^tt^ l 
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because you are, after all, the acting ASM...” 

What were the plays like? “Oh - French 
Without Tears , safe and popular stuff. Some, 
of it was absolutely ghastly, Agatha Christie, 
‘defective plays! 1 remember one called Pub- 
lic Mischief- terrible stuff, recycled all the 
time. But in those days you were so excited 
about getting your Equity card, you’d do 
Agatha Christie until your eyes crossed to get 
the P"*“ing card." She pulled a stray blonde, 
hank, reminiscently. 'And also it was summer, 
and it was so mad we were sleeping in the 
dormitory of a boys’ public school, in this 
quaint little English seaside town locked 
somewhere between the Thirties and the 
Fifties. Zt was... heaven." 


home, where his querulous, bullying father 
rules a spectacularly nasty roost and. his 
brothers, Lenny and Joey, move in on his wife 
like rutting dogs. Ruth herself changes from 
nervous wife into sexual predator, apparently 
with designs on both brothers, n not the 
whole household. The men discuss her 
openly as a “scrubber” and “slut" and* by the 
time the curtain falls, Teddy has gone and 
' Ruth remains - though whether as sex, slave, 
housekeeper or dominatrix. is neverclear. 

_ Was it clear to her?~Ms’Duncan turned a 
slightly pitying smile towards me. “Not only 
do 1 understand it, I can’t think of anything 
that makes more sense to me. I expect I’ll 
have a lonyload of crap dumped on my head 


i had a clear and long-running fantasy of 
being some kind of loosely defined royalty. 
A mysterious European princess. But I 
was also a detective in a mackintosh' 


Goodness. The sight of Ms Duncan in 
ecstasy is a most appealing one. And she has 
a way of slowing down her speech to a lan- 
guorous crawl just this side of silence. (She 
enunciates the word “sex" as if entranced by 
the sound it makes: “seek... [two-second 
pause] ... ss.”) It is perhaps the suggestion 
of sensuous appetite behind the regal sophis- 
tication that is her most potent weapon. Had 
. she. fry any rhnnnt> f fallen -in- love with her 
director? She laughed with delight: 
“Hardly. The. place was run by Sam, a 
• Cambridge don who padded around in 
his plimmies, veiy stiff in the joints, 
seemed about a hundred to me, and his 
wife Joan, who was an actress numquie . . 
Every summer they came over from 
Cambridge and ran Soutbwold rep. She 
got all the leading parts in her age range 
and he directed her. Me, I had a completely 
obvious affair with another actor. It was a 
great summer. What else did you want?” 

■Ml "M . hen she hit the big time, life 
r-jX'i speeded up. Top Girts tobkh’er to 
ii 1 M New York and Joseph Papp’s 
w; w ; Public Theatre when she was 3 1, 
the Royal Shakespeare Company took her on 
(she played Helen of Troy in Troiiuxahd Oet- 
sida at Strafford), then the NationalTbeatre, 
movies! television.. She managed tQ-survive 
dal critical maiding that would have sent other 
actresses^ rato permanent exfle^ when the BBC 
launched their misconceived A Year in 
Provence: “Pointless, witless, Jiopetesr and 
iisefes^wasone of the mqresppwtiye judge-; 
mftnts! When . she starred as Adha, the. Recr 
torV Wife who gete a job stacking supers 
market shelves as a blow for independence, 
you could feel the breath pi tfiiddle England 
- aH those^uper-prptective Joanna Trollope 
fans - on her neck. Ihad deigy waves who 
wanted to talk to me about tl They said, 
*Dpu’t let them soften it, 1 I’ve never been 
involved in anything before- where people 
approach you because they worry about how 
it's going to he cfone!'So much forail theintd- 
Jectuai snobbery about Joanna TiqUope. 
She’s obviously got a direct line to an awful 
lQt of people.” ... 

And now she's back in Pinter country, play- 
ing jhe Yhden Merchant role in. the great 
playwright’s 1965 dpnaestic nightmafo. *T 
•€bti^Hha^ b ornejL.fihisffing^y^T^ja~ 
Ms Dvocan' theatiiciilfyV “if I-fodn’t known 
Iwas. doing TheHomecoming.Td have been 


unmistakeable voice - ifs such a familiar 
landscape to me, it carries the ring of 
absolute. authentidly.- T, just believe in his - 
Jcoute. thrctfgh people!f’/v-: V- 
. Authenticity, eh? The Homecoming, like 
oiany a-Pinter drama, starts naturalistically, 
but dieers off into- surreal and- unsettling _ 
territory! 4ts tinrtysomething young Couple, ' 
Ruth. (Duncan) and Tfeddy (Keith Allen), 
arrive back from America at Ibddy's family ; 


when the play opens, but I feel completely 
at home with it." 

What did she think it was about? “It 
seems to me the whole play is about people 
fighting for their territory. It's what happens 
in families. It’s clear how the men go about 
their business with each other, so the arrival 
of a woman is both desirable and threaten- 
ing. But she badly needs some territory ber- 

- self - she’s got this husband and three chil- 
dren, three American children, and when 
she comes to this place, she s niffs the pos- 
sibility of getting some territory to call her 
awn. That’s why I don’t think of her as a 

_ seductress. I see her as using her sexuality 
. as a means of survival. If s the missing ingre- „ 
dient in that household. And the play’s 
about that curious interdependence which 
we all share and we all try to wriggle out of, . 
but we can’t She needs them and they need 
her and the degree of dependency will vary 
. all the time." 

Did she find all the misogynistk; rant a bit 
thing? “But .the hostility is anindicator." she~ 
said patiently, like a psychology lecturer. 
“You don’t go around speaking to people as 
Lenny does unless you’re slightly nervous of 
ithem. And it raises'all those questions about 
how tidy our lives are - aboitt what you’re 
likely to find behind any front door...” . 

Ms Duncan’s critique of her new role is so 
• unexpectedly fluent, one wishes she could be 
persuaded to unbutton to the same degree 
about her likes and dislikes. Talking about 
j Bowshecompareswith, say, Vivien Merchant 

- for radiating creepiness, she said she prefers 
•complicated characters (“So that, even if 
tfiey’re wielding a cleaver, you still can’t miss 

-tbeir vulnerability"), and lasked if she’d like ' 
to go realty over the top one day - like, say, 
Glenn Close... The effect was electric: Ms 
Duncan’s face positively contorted at the 
mention of the actress who played the Mar- 
quise de Merteufl (the part that Duncan had 
made her own) in the film of Liaisons. “Did 
you actually see the 101 Dalmatians!" she 
asked through her teeth. “Yes, yes,? I said. 
“It was jolty good. I thought Ms Qose in par- 
. ticular was..." “You’re definitely entering 
Don’t Quote Me territory here," said Ms 
Duncan severely, .and would not-be drawn 
into further indiscretion. We ended in a fusil- 
. lade, of pr aise- of Harold Pinter. witb-Whom 
“she clearly enjoys a passionate mutual admi- 
ration: “He has this fantastic degree of con- 
centration, this rigorous intelligence, and he 
doesn’t blether on. He doesn’t waste words 
or time. And he’s always for you.” 

The brittle,' queenly Ms Duncan, low- 
status background long behind her, high- 
-status career intact, BoMe to leave.' Such a 
curious blend of coolness and passion, 
warmth and aloofness. Some distant mem- 
ory of The Rector's Wife made me ask: do you 
possess an Aga? “No I don't, 7 said Lindsay 
Duncan shortty, “and Fm not looking for one. 
Tm more a stainless steel sort of gpL? ... 

*:•*:£ A *.*&*■■ ■ .■ /_ 



I shall have a small 
wager on Janet McTeer 
to beat her more- 
illustrious rivals, 

Vanessa Redgrave, 

Diana Rigg and Eileen 
Atkins, to scoop the 
Olivier award for best 
actress next month. Her 
riveting and revelatory 
portrayal of Nora in 77ie 
Doll's House took on an 
added dimension in the 
last performances. Struck 
down by the West End virus 
that has brought work to so 
many understudies of late, 
Ms McTeer gamely refused 
to give way. In the 
penultimate performance of 
the run, which 1 witnessed 



David Lister 

arts notebook 


last weekend, she ad libbed 
to apologise to Kristina for 
her “terrible cold”, offered 
her a glass of water so she 
could take regular sips 
herself, and most norably 
went the entire three hours 
with a handkerchief 


clutched in her palm. 
Somehow the hankie 
became part of the play, a 
visible symbol of Nora’s 
growth as with every 
torturing self examination 
she squeezed it toyed with 
it or just plain blew her 
nose when no words could 
be found to express her 
increasing dismay at her 
husband’s insensitivity. 

Thank goodness she 
wasn’t playing Desdemona, 
when the invaluable prop 
would have had to be 
dropped. As it was, it 
became a character 
enforcing emblem that 
Ibsen himself would have 
applauded. 


Cultural machismo as an 
arts fonder dearly is no 
longer measured by the size 
of the benefactor's cheque 
book, but the size of his 
album collection. David 
Melloras Heritage Secretary 
boasted of his 3,000 CDs. 

But this week Lord Gowrie, 
chairman of the Arts 
Council, managed to trump 
that. Addressing the 
Association of British 
Orchestras' conference in 
Manchester; he proved that 
he was several woofers 
ahead of Melloris tweeter. 

Describing himself as “a 
great Poo-Bah of Hi-Fi", 

Lord Gowrie was able to reel 
off a CV which included 


President of the Federation 
of British Audio and director 
of Verity Engineering, which 
makes Quad and Mission 
“gramophones”, as he 
endearingly still calls them. 
Then he played his ace. “I 
own and regularly sample,” 
he said, “about a thousand 
CDs and two thousand LPs, 
half of them jazz." 

Eat your heart out, Mellon 
The subtext is plain. Anyone 
with a bit of dosh can build 
up a CD collection. But 
2,000 LPs. It’s the dedication 
to vinyl that shows the true 
enthusiast And this is no 
simple Blnr and Beethoven 
earl. Note the telling phrase 
u half of them jazz”. It is 


such painstakingly crafted 
throwaway lines that make 
aesthetic reputations. 

Chris Evans's departure 
from Radio 1 might be seen 
as poetic justice in Scotland. 
When he broadcast a 
breakfast show from 
Inverness, he caused 
considerable consternation 
with his repeated calls on air 
for “tartan totty”. While 
tatty is slang down south for 
an eligible young woman, 
north of the border it retains 
its centuries’ old meaning of 
young child. 

Sir Alan Ayckbourn is likely 
to have to make another 


defence of his theatre and, 
indeed, theatre generally 
just a few weeks after the 
“luwies or lavatories" row 
in Scarborough. The 
Stephen Joseph Theatre, of 
which Sir Alan is artistic 
director, faces a £70,500 cut 
from North Yorkshire 
conncfl, which seems 
unfazed fay the d amning 
publicity Scarborough 
councillors received when 
they reportedly threatened 
to spend £50,000 on public 
conveniences rather than 
the theatre. That sounded 
like the plot of an 
Ayckbourn play. In fact, it 
was more Kafka, as I am 
assured by all parties in 


Scarborough that it was 
never a case of choosing 
between plays and 
lavatories. The facts were 
simply not allowed to get in 
the way of a good story. 

The North Yorkshire 
threat could be more 
worrying. Arts has to 
compete within the 
council’s education budget 
Defending theatre against 
libraries and teachers’ pay 
will be more difficult than 
defending it against an 
increase in public 
conveniences. It is a great 
pity that North Yorkshire’s 
placing of arts in the 
education budget is likely to 
force snch a debate. 
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Who needs a budget of millions to re-create Ray Harryhausen’s special effects on stage, when you 
can have two blokes and a pipe? James Rampton reports on a tribute to the master of stop-frame 











T hrill to dinosaurs walking the earth. Mar- 
vel at a platoon of sword-wielding skele- 
tons. Wonder at a perambulating, 100ft 
bronze Titan and a six-armed sword-fight- 
ing statue. Tremble at a mighty earthquake. And 
gasp at a submarine plumbing the ocean depths. 
Come with us on a Fantastical Voyage — at the 
Purcell Room for one week only. 

So what does it take to conjure up all these mind- 
blowing effects on stage? A Ben /fur-sized army of 
extras, surely, supported by a team of sped al -effects 
wizards on a Cameron Mackintosh-proportioned 
budget? Hr, no, actually it takes two blokes and a 
pipe. In Fantastical Voyage, Gavin Robertson and 
Andy Taylor re-enact highlights from the films of 
Ray Harry hausen - Jason and the Argonauts ( 1963), 
One Million Years BC ( 1966), The Golden Voyage of 
Sinbad (1973), and Clash of the Tuans (1981) - 
employing nothing more than a bit of briar and a 
vivid imagination. (The pipe is crucial for portray- 
ing the Richard Hannay stiff-upper-lip types coura- 
geously battling the monsters.) Robertson has 
travelled this road before as the co-creator of the 
highly-successful stage-show, Thunderbirds FjLB., 
which ran for four seasons in London's West End 
during the early 1990s. 

Old school friends, who know each other so well 
they finish each other's sentences, Robertson and 
Taylor are relaxing between rehearsals in a north 
London cafe. Taylor explains the absence of props: 
‘'You use the economy of the theatre. One of our 
producers wanted moving water to indicate the 
ocean. But that would just bring home the fact that 
we've got no seL Once you start trying to re-create 
scenes exactly, you might as well watch a film.” 

By the same token, the duo wear just one all-pur- 
pose costume throughout the show. “It's far easier 
that way," Taylor continues. “You're playing a glad- 
iator one minute and a dinosaur the next, so what 
do you do? Strip off and oil yourself down to play 
Spartacus and then strap on a tail? No, you just 
come out holding yourself in an Tin well-oiled’ sort 
of way... Then to re-create a dinosaur, you plod 
heavily, think to yourself, 'Tve got a big fat arse' and 
swing it accordingly! People think, 'oh, there’s a tail 
there.* They go along with the suspension of dis- 
belief. We use the audience’s imagination rather 
than years of studying with Jacques Le Coq.” 

This method does, of course, demand something 
of the audience; you can’t just sit there, slack-jawed 
with popcorn in hand, waiting for a squadron of life- 
like, Spielberg-esque velociraptore to come scuttling 
towards you. “You have to establish the rules in the 
first 15 minutes and stick to them," Robertson con- 
tends. “It's about telling a story in a way that isn’t 
reliant on giving you information verbally. Both our 
children love being read to. My two-year-old 
doesn’t understand sentences, but he responds to 
stories. They're so different from videos because you 
have to use your imagination. People say to us after 
the show, *1 was surprised by how hard 1 had to 
work.’ They have to fill in the details and say to 
themselves, ‘it’s a temple or a submarine’." 

Drawing on the vernacular of the screen, the style 
travels we I L “Tve coined the phrase, ‘living theatrical 
film’," says Robertson. “It taps into that subcon- 
scious language we all know from TV and cinema. 
Editing is a way of telling a story. If you have a shot 
of a man, followed by a shot of a woman, followed 
by a shot of a wedding-bell ringing, you know they re 
going to get married." 

The show leans heavily on the conventions of 
mime and has been viewed with disdain in certain 
quarters. “Tn Britain, we're obsessed with the text." 
Robertson says. “It's very hard to get movement- 
based work accepted." Because it utilises Harry- 
hauseris work as source-material. Fantastical Voy- 
age has also been dubbed unoriginal. “That annoys 
me." says Robertson. “When people questioned why 



Ray Harryhausen and friend: the six-armed swordfighting Kali Photo; Edward Sykes 


Lindsay Kemp was doing Shakespeare, he said> ‘I 
like to work in the company of great 
ics say it’s throwaway, but we re takingthe ait of sit- 
ting around the campfire to a different .place. 

In the show and in the interview, Robertson and 
Taylor’s deep love for ail things Harryhausen 
shies through. Like the Daleks or Captain Scar- 
let. his creatures - Talos, say, or the six-armed, 
swordfighting statue. Kali - are part of every tbir- 
tysomething's collective childhood. U for one, 
remember cowering behind the sofa as Jason 
duelled with those infuriatingly unkOlable skeletons. 

Robertson and Taylor are adamant that their rig- 
orously precise recreation of the distinctive, slightly 
jerky movement that characterises stop-motion ani- 
mation does not take the mickey out of Harry- 
hausen. “It’s a fine line,” Robertson concedes, ^mt 
people don’t laugh because stop-frame animation 
is crap. They laugh because it's two men frying to 
re-cr eate the movements. It’s not a piss take, it's an 
affectionate look at his work. The affection comes 
through in the feeling people have when they leave. 
We had the same response with Thunderbirds of 
something shared, remembered and appreciated. 
When we did Fantastical Voyage in Edinburgh, dur- 
ing the prologue the audience went ‘a-ha’. There 
was a collective sigh of recognition." 

Quick as a flash, Thytor jumps in. “No one isgoiog 
to come away saying, ‘Weren’t Hanyhausen’s films 
awful? 7 Stop-frame animation is still an artfbnn. Nick 
Park proves that" But what does the great man him- 
self think of the project? ‘1 was initially shocked 
because I thought I was going to be sent up," Har- 
ryhausen tells me. Having met Robertson and lay- 
tor, be is now reassured of their bona tides; the show 
is, after all, an acknowledgement of the impact his 
models have bad on a generation of cinema-goers. 

Harryhausen was inspired logo into film-making 
when he saw his mentor Willis O’Brien's classic ver- 
sion of KingKong in 1933. “It was the wonderful way 
the film led you from the mundane worid to the most 
outrageous fantasy ever put on screen,” he recalls. 
“We all need to escape from our everyday duties.” 

He went on to develop the revolutionary tech- 
nique of “dynamation" - “live action combined with 
animated models" -and to win an Oscar for his con- 
tribution. The process is highly labour-intensive; 
working at 24 frames a second, the celebrated fight- 
ing skeletons sequence from Jason and the Arg- 
onauts, for example, took live months to film. On 
screen, it lasted just five minutes. 

Surrounded by a wondrous collection of models 
from his movies, Harryhausen sees a continuing use 
for the technique he pionereed. “I feel there’s still 
an advantage in stop-motion because it gives the 
action a dream-like quality. Everyone knows that 
the Centaur doesn’t exist, so what's the point of fry- 
ing to pretend that it does? If you make fantasy too 
real then it destroys itself” 

Fantastical Voyage is a happy 
marriage. Harryhausen dwells In 
the same realm of the imagina- 
tion as Robertson and Thylor. 

They are all mining our deep- 
felt desire to dream. “Every- 
one has a skeleton inside 
them,” Harryhausen 
muses. “Some of my best 
friends are skeletons." 

1 Fantastical Voyage' is at 
the Purcell Room, South 
Bank, SEl (0171-9288800) 
as pan of the London International 
Mime Festival from Wed 22 to Sun 
26 Jan and at the Haymarket 
Theatre, Leicester (0116-253 9797) 
on Wed 13 and Thur 13 Feb as part 
of the Leicester Comedy Festival 



You’ve won a Brit, a Booker and a Bafta. So why not a Bragg? 


And here to present the Independent Weekend Award for Most All-Embracing Awards Shortlist Ever Ever is... David Benedict 


F rom tuQnel-vision to television. 
Judges presiding over such parochial 
affairs as the Whitbread, Turner, 
BriL Booker and Bafta awards have been 
put in their places. MeKyn Bragg and his 
jolly crew aboard the good ship South 
Bank Shav.’ are touching up their tarnished 
reputation - too many suspicious ct>-pro- 
ductions with reairri companies and the 
like - and polishing their profile by launch- 
ing their very own awards scheme. 

Their “unique selling point"’ is that they 
cover the entire arts world with 1 1 cate- 
gories from opera to comedy via pop. lit- 
erature and TV drama (the last two, of 
course, being entirely disconnected). It's 
ihe schedulers dream. Post-modernists 
and media-studies types will probably 
faint dead away from sheer pleasure as 
high- and low-cultural icons rub shouldcr- 
. pads. Victoria Wood goes Trainspotting. 
Glyndeboume meets Oasis, and Rachel 
Whiteread can cast the entire cast. 

At the 19S3 Booker do. Selina Scott 
famously failed to recognise one of the 
judges, Angela Carter, asking her “Have 
you read any of the books?" What I want 
to know is; what have these judges read? 
The literature list is Norman Davies's his- 
torical analysis Europe. Seamus Heaney’s 
collection Vie Spirit Level and Seamus 
Deane’s first novel Reading in the Dark. 
Estimable choices, but scarcely startling. 
Rather than wade through an entire year 



of publishing (a terrifying prospect) I sus- 
pect a quick trawl through ihe Books of 
the Year and the Whitbread and Booker 
shortlists. If all the gongs end up on the 
same mantelpieces, what’s the point? 

The assessors’ expenses alone for the 
Prudential Arts Awards would fund many 
an arts organisation, so unless Bragg and 
Co have come up with serious wads of cash 
to pay the live arts' judges to travel the 
country, how can they hope to be author- 
itative? They dearly managed an after- 
noon at Glyndeboume for Theodora bur 
did Opera North get a look in? And can 
anyone explain the logic behind the clas- 


sical music nominations: Ian Bostridge for 
his recording of Die Schone Multerin. 
Bryn Terfel for an Edinburgh recital and 
a recording of operatic arias, and Harri- 
son Birtwistle for a concert performance 
of his 10-ycar-old 77a? Mask of Orpheus ' 7 
Bribery* and corruption charges have 
been [aid at the door of every hotly con- 
tested award with ihe possible exception 
of the Smarties Prize for Children’s Books. 
In the fevered run-up to the Oscars, Vari- 
ety virtually doubles in size as vested inter- 
ests rake full-colour double-page spreads 
to shove their favoured product under the 
noses of the 1 ,000-odd voting members of 


the academy. “Rtr your consideration,’' 
they grovel before listing every possible 
cast and crew member. Much to the star / 
director’s embarrassment, they've even 
proposed danc-ger man Kenneth Branagh 
for Best Adapted Screenplay for Hamlet. 
every word of which was by Shakespeare. 

Even the Olivier awards are suscepti- 
ble to jiggery-pokery. Cameron Mackin- 
tosh was so piqued when Miss Saigon lost 
out to Return to the Forbidden Planet, a 
Fifties movie staged with already existing 
songs, he persuaded the commiitcc to 
reorganise the categories. He hasn't suf- 
fered since. Musicals have been sliced up 



rewrite?) but the compleu 
reived By Jeeves is up for C 
Musical Production. You figu 
Then there s the fine print, 
the West (End) or so we’re let 
^et unly those using Society 
Theatre contracts are clieiWc. 
Lyrie Hammersmiih and ih< 
while the Royal Court faces tli 
of main-stage shows heinticlin 
those from Ups! a in,: hence 
n nfUvnane is up for Bt 
but the smash-hit Lust Is Las , 


particularly the “brave" ones, ie i 
ugly, stupid or gay; John Mills in 
Daughter, Dustin Hoffman in Rai 
or William Hurt in Kiss of the , 
woman. Or what about the guilt i 
Liz Taylor won not for her indiffere 
fonnance in Butterfield S but for bt 
her real-life deathbed. 

Then again, where would w< 
Ladbrokes) be without them? Sc 
ceremonies with the stars - who a 
with, what are they wearing an 
aren l they there? - offer the atac 
aial pleasures of sofa-sh Atschada 
that reach their giddy apogee w 
Academy Awards. My American 
Matt s annual Oscar parties are tf 
2**^ 1 know foeygooul 
«im;hat nigh,0Verhere ’ 

whS.' S* 3 ?- you see ’ «« the c 

aspire- OK, th( 
!£3 h r° f , b ? d taste - but n^r mi 
ESrfffc !.'k C “verage. And des 
br, "g5 an down to th 

L ra " k competitiveness”, that'! 

fc^? sh r Wk eow.Ajv 



^.Prepar^SKS^; 

my unparalleled Widow Twan 
your heart out. Diana Rigg, 
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arts 


A great knight at the opera 

The pace of Opera North’s new ‘Falstaff’ never lets up in a witty, 
frothy and visually arresting production. By Roderic Dunnett 


At home in 
mother Russia 

An elegant tale of playing Chekhov 
to the natives. By David Benedict 


H ot on the heels of its revivals of Phyll- 
ida Lloyd’s pioneering Gloriana and 
Deborah Warner’s searing Wozzeck, 
Matthew Warchus’s new Fabtaff is another 
landmark production for Opera North, and a 
sure-fire triumph. 

Launched (as the others were) by the com- 
pany’s outgoing musical director Paul Daniel, 
with designs by Laura Hopkins (fresh from 
WNO's The Rake Ir Progress) and perceptively 
lit by Peter Mumford, the first night perfor- 
mance. as beautifully paced and shaded as it 
was full of zest and aplomb, put nary a foot 
wrong. The opening alone set the tone for the 
evening: Falstaff gradually revealed, back-of- 
stage behind gauze, scratching nefarious epis- 
tles to his twin would-be conquests, over which 
Daniel unleashes Verdi’s i O-second opening 
flurries like a firecracker. Scene 1 never once 
lost pace from beginning to end. 

Fabtaff is not only late, great Verdi, but already 
in the 1890s anticipates musically the 20th cen- 
tury. You sense Puccini on the way, as surely as 
you hear retrospectively those whiffs of Berti’ozr 
ian woodwind, the bursts of Gabrielian brass that 
peppered Verdi’s Requiem, or the sheer range 
of Shakespearian dramatic invention that the 
nigh-on 80-year-old composer fished out of the 
cupboard of his genius. 

Arrigo Boito’s meticulously well-judged 
adaptation of The Merry Wbes of Windsor, with 
shrewd extra filching from Shakespeare’s Hcruy 
plays, was a key to Fabtaff' s success. A weak 
translation, like faulty pacing, could easily derail 
it. or shear it of much of its almost Mozartian 
finesse. Amanda Holden’s rhythmically alert 
version, with just enough earthiness and licence 
(there were numerous laughs, none of them 
cheap), scores time and again: the way Verdi’s 
anapaestic “dalle due alle tre” - the time of Fal- 
staff s plotted assignation with Mistress Ford, 
and a source of exquisite comic wit and mim- 
icry, in the score - is preserved in (the equally 
plausible) “from Eleven to Twelve” is a posi- 
tive joy. Just occasionally a dark vowel or heavy 
accentuation gave pause to the singers; the 
men’s enunciation was impeccable, the women 
and final chorus, less so. 

But it was the pauses proper - where 
Warchus’s direction (compare his The De\il Js 
an Ass for the RSC) and Daniel at the. helm 
allowed the frivolities to be stayed and a gen- 
uine tension to build up in silence - that roost 
did justice to Verdi’s comic genius. Above all it 
allowed Andrew Shore's Falstaff. an unusually 



Grasping the mettle: Andrew Shore as Sir John Falstaff and Frances McCafferty as Mistress Quickly Photo: Donald Cooper 


mature performance of wonderful timing and 
finesse which towered over this production, to 
triumph. Shore seems equipped with both nat- 
ural talent and as fine a memory for precision 
of tiny detail as Warchus himself, who rarely 
allows an untidy gesture to creep on-stage. Fal- 
stafFs age and indispositions were beautifully 
pitched and observed; the Malvolian revelation 
of the vain becapped dandy was as hilarious as 
Verdi's nostalgic aria recording FalstafFs faded 
boyhood memories was Schmcrz-laden. The 
piazza or street scene outside the Garter Inn 

- arguably the finest of Hopkins’ beautiful, 
indeed almost beatific, settings (as much Man- 
tua as Windsor), with its frothing jug thrust 
through a hatch and variously sidling observers 

- was a visual classic. 


There were other performances to savour. 
The brilliantiy tricky nine-part male-female 
ensembles that terminate Act 1 were as well 
managed as the cluttered forest scene (inge- 
niously revealed by swung set) was incongru- 
ously clumsy. Robert Hayward imbued Ford 
with a striking vocal power and believable jeal- 
ousy. thinning only near the end. Paul Wade 
and John Hall carried off Bardoiph and Pistol 
like a pair of old pros. Of the women, chief hon- 
ours to mezzo Frances McCafferty, a Mistress 
Quickly panting almost as much as the sweat- 
ing Falstaff himself. (Shore’s line about her 
being his “Mercury” was one of the few he 
threw away.) 

Belaboured by less sure diction, only the 
occasional aria from Rita Cutlis and Yvonne 


Howard as FalstafFs intended targets (their gar- 
ish Van Eyck-hued attire - ubiquitous even in 
nocturnal snow-landscape - seeming better 
suited to Chabrier's L Etoile) managed to cut 
much ice. The love duets were charmingly car- 
ried off by Margaret Richardson and Paul Nilon 
- no great shakes as actors, but Nilon adding 
a marked pathos, likewise captured by Stephen 
Briggs's wittily clad, appealingly sung Dr Caius. 

The orchestra proved heroic, with oboe 
obbligato, off-stage brass and much of the 
upper string playing worth singling out. 

Further performances: tonight, Mon, Wed, then 
29 and 31 Jan at Leeds Grand Theatre (0113- 
245 93511, then on tour to Norwich, Sunderland 
Nottingfiam and Manchester 


Y ou’re a leading RSC 
actress switching between 
high comedy in Molicre's 
The Learned Ladies and Web- 
ster's blood-curdling Jacobean 
tragedy The Wfiite Deiil. What 
do you do on your nights off? 
Nip down the road and per- 
form your own one-woman 
show, of course. 

Caroline Blakiston is not 
just juggling dates. Her por- 
trayal of Charlotta Ivanova in 
The Cherry Orchard involved 
her juggling balls in the air. 
Dropping one during a per- 
formance would probably 
necessitate an ad-lib. Not so 
easy when the performances 
were in Russian. In 199(1, 
Blakiston made history as the 
first British actor to perform 
Chekhov in Russia in Russ- 
ian. and Black Bread and 
Cucumber is the story of her 
experience. 

Lynn Redgrave recently 
regaled theatre-goers with her 
story of her life in Shakespeare 
for My Therapist, sorry. Father, 
an evening which split audi- 
ences into those who lapped 
up her soul-baring and those 
who thought they might die of 
toe-curling embarrassment. 
I’m afraid 1 was in the latter 
group. Translating artistic and 
emotional experience into 
watchable theatre is a trick all 
too seldom pulled off. 

On the face of it, the pains 
and pleasures of performing 
Chekhov in the town where he 
was bom. in the red. white and 
gold theatre where he spent 
his youth, looks like a 
masterclass in actory self- 
induJgencc. Blakiston. how- 
ever, lends an admirable 
astringency to both the telling 
and the tale. 

There’s a marvellously 
simple take-it-or-leave-it qual- 
ity about her performance 
which draws you in. I was 
reminded of Hillary Clinton 


going on to American TV to 
defend her husband over a 
charge of womanising. “It’s a 
private matter,” she declared. 
“If you don’t like it, you don’t 
have to vote for him.” Shock- 
ing and strikingly successful. 
There's nothing shocking in 
Blakiston’s elegant account, 
but her eye for detail and her 
skill in conjuring the mood and 
atmosphere of working in 
another climate and culture is 
wonderfully evocative. 

She works as a miniaturist, 
holding the audience in the 
palm of her hand, wittily 
sketching in rehearsal dashes 
or her horror at being accom- 
panied everywhere at all 
times, dovetailing thoughts 
and impressions of the play 
and the people she met with 
neat observations about the 
culture and politics. She was. 
after all, the first foreigner to 
step on that stage in over one 
hundred years in a country 
she describes as undergoing 
“a nervous breakdown”. One 
of the actors tells her she 
comes from a country that 
values culture, whereas 
Russia is a nation full of 
people only interested in 
money and vodka. England, 
she retorts, “is full of scorn- 
ful. insular arse holes with no 
interest in anything except 
money and scandal”. 

Just before her final perfor- 
mance, the actor playing 
Simeon Pishchik died. Her 
description of the funeral is 
infinitely touching. Amongst a 
company that had worked 
together for years she felt, she 
says, “completely at home”. 
This isn’t gush. At one point 
she told herself, “Don’t let me 
go back to England and gen- 
eralise the Russians.” She 
needn't worry. 

In rep at the Jemxyn Street 
Theatre, London SW1. 
Booking: 0171-287 2875 


Beware of pandas running amok. . . 

...as wild animals give young conductor a rough ride at LSO debut. By Annette Morreau 


T he naffiy titled BT Celebration Series 
masks perhaps the most enlightened 
sponsorship scheme worldwide in 
orchestral music. Now in its third year, it’s 
a collaborative venture with the Associ- 
ation of British Orchestras - the orches- 
tras’ “talking shop” - whereby a new 
orchestral commission is not only granted 
to a grateful composer but receives an 
astonishingly large number of repeat 
performances from orchestras throughout 
the nation. It would appear to be the 
height of orchestral profligacy - with all 
those rehearsals to pay for - that a single 
orchestra is not chosen to perform the 
work up and down the land. 

That would be to defeat an important 
principle: new work needs to feel “owned” 
and projected as such. So, between now 
and the end of June, no fewer than seven 
orchestras - the CBSO, Halid, Ulster, 


Northern Sinfonia, Orchestra of St John’s 
Smith Square. Royal Philharmonic and 
Ciiy of London Sinfonia - will be per- 
forming The Creatures Indoors in a place 
near you, ail thanks to the profits of BT. 

This year’s commission, unlike the two 
in previous years (from James MacMil- 
lan and Richard Rodney Bennett), is a 
collaboration. The English poet Jo Sbap- 
cott and the American composer Stephen 
Montague were given instructions to 
write a piece attractive to both children 
and adults. Echoing the sentiments of 
Colette in Ravel’s L "Enfant et les Sor- 
tileges, Shapcott has written a series of 
completely enchanting poems that creep- 
ily emphasise the surreal dangers of 
“creatures indoors”; especially when they 
happen to be rattlesnakes, vultures, sharks 
or penguins. The 13 sections include 
“fly” interludes - for houseflies, blue- 


bottles, blackflies, horseflies - that link the 
animal portraits. A largely non-singing 
narrator tells the tale. 

The London Symphony Orchestra with 
Benjamin Luxon gave The Creatures 
Indoors lift-off on Thursday at the Bar- 
bican under the somewhat hapless bands 
of the Italian conductor, Tommaso 
Pladdi, who was making his LSO debut 
as winner of the 1996 Donatella Flick 
Conducting Competition. 

“Give me bamboo shoots. My panda's 
run amok. He’s tearing up my bedroom: 
the family's panic-struck," seemed to 
make little sense to him, but no doubt this 
was fierce debut material. Luxon, in 
splendid avuncular form, was obliged to 
work hard to project Shapcott's words, 
not helped by a particularly ropy sound 
system. But the audience was warmly 
receptive to the invitation to hiss like a 


rattlesnake and buzz like flies; hidden 
musical boxes added an enchanting effect 
to “Panda Power”. Montague uses most 
of the “special effects” available to a large 
orchestra with big dollops of flexitones, 
tam-tam, tremolos and string harmonic 
glissandL The music is straightforward 
and approachable but adds nothing to 
Bartok or HK Gruber in similar territory. 

Placidi. likewise, added nothing to per- 
formances of Strauss’s Til Eulenspiegel 
and Stravinsky’s Firebird suite. But then, 
what new tricks are available to an inex- 
perienced conductor with a world-class 
orchestra? His Puccinian approach to 
Stravinsky seemed iU-advised. his grand, 
flailing gestures mucking up any rhythmic 
clarity. Keeping out of the way seemed the 
best approach in Mozart’s Oboe Con- 
certo, given a fresh, unshowy performance 
by the LSO’s principal oboe, Roy Carter. 



Hard to handle: Tammaso Placidi conducts Photo: Keith Saunders 
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THE OPERA 

Coppelia 

THE FILM 

The Preacher's Wife 

THE CLOWN 

Slava Polunin 

Ronald Hynd's English National Ballet 
production of the delicate 19th-century 
comedy with Kevin Richmond as 

Dr Coppdlius and Monica Perego as the 
heroine, conducted by Stephen Lade. 

Penny Marshall directs an all-black, 
gospel Yuletide remake of The Bishop's 

Wife with Denzel Washington in the Cary 
Grant role of an angel saving the marriage 
of Loretta Young, now Whitney Houston. 

The Russian clown Slava Fblunin and 

Brazilian sidekick Angela de Castro return 
after immense success in Edinburgh with a 
unique blend of sadness, theatricality, 
comedy and absurd humour. 

' Louise Levene bemoaned a charming 
production “spoilt tty half-hearted 
dancing". “Women straggled to maintain 
their balances while the men heavyfooted 
it," noted the Times. “Never reaches 
beyond the sugary." scowled the 

Standard. “Anyone with winter blues 
could hardly do better to pep up their 
spirits,” beamed the Telegraph. 

Ryan Gil bey recoiled at "endless ear- 
punishings by Whitney ... Washington 
almost redeems the whole mess." "Bland 
is the word," mused the Standard. 

"Queasy," winced the Times. "Schmaltzy," 
mumbled the FT. "Surprisingly tolerable," 
decided Time Out. “Less the Lord's 
servant, more Dirk Bogarde in The 

Servant," pondered the Spectator. 

Clare Bayley was thrilled. “Fills you with 
innocent amazement ... a thousand people 
forget everything." “Stunning ... terrifying, 
invigorating, overwhelming ... brings us 
back to the lost Eden of childhood," 
breathed the FT. “Laughter and tears have 
never been harder to distinguish," cheered 
the Independent on Sunday. “1 tried, 1 really 
tried," squirmed the Telegraph. 

Closes tonight, Royal Festival Hall, 

London SE1 (0171-960 4242). 

Cert U, 124 mins, Odeon West End and 
on general release. 

At the Peacock Theatre, London WC2 
(0171-413 8800) to 30 Jan. 

A disappointing farewell 

to the Festival Hall from 1 

the ENB. 

For extremely dedicated 

Denzel fans only. 

Transcends every clown * ft 

stereotype to deliver 
staggering coups de 
theatre. ^ ( 
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EN 

January 29 

February rl5|8’|l2|l5-|l9|22]27 

O 

March 1* 

‘Early slan at 5.30pm 

All other performances at 6.30pm 


Trckels from £6.50 


Box Office 0171 632 8300 

:inc 

Der Rosenkavalier 

Richard Strauss 
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Enthusiasts now think that even Disneyland is worth preserving 


REX FEATURES 


Present tensions in a perfect past 

Heritage is now a matter of life and death. Patrick Wright reports on the future of cultural conservation 


The Heritage Crusade and the Spoils of History by David Lowenthal, Viking, £25 


T 


he tweed jacket can still be seen, 
symbolically draped around the 
bicycling figure of Dan Cruik- 
_ shank, Georgian hero of BBCTs 
One Foot in the Past. But the transfor- 
mations of the last 20 years are uo less 
startling for that. “Heritage" was once a 
defensive impulse that cherished its 
objects against modernisation. Now it is 
a development strategy, even an engine 
of regeneration. Formerly the preserve of 
academics and hobbyists, it is now an 
industry aligned with tourism and 
described as a fit replacement for ship- 
buOding and mining. It may only have 
been to avoid having a French-sounding 
Ministry of Culture that we now have a 
National Heritage department, but the 
name confirms how far this theme has 
been marched from the cultural margins. 

David Lowenthal has had an eye on these 
developments for some time now. When be 

started his survey he was 3 distinguished Pro- 
fessor of Geography. Now he is the free- 
ranging master of Heritage Studies, a hybrid 
discipline, which mostly seems to consist of 
a bit of history hedged in by practical mod- 
ules on tourism, marketing and business 
planning. But Lowenthal has a wider vision. 
He can be seen at international conferences, 
stOJ alert and on his feet when everyone else 
has glazed over - defeated by die endless 
mission statements that delegates at these 
events feel obliged to recite, and reduced to 
idly reckoning up their expenses. 


Others may try to come to terms with 
the rise of heritage in their own society 
alone, but such confinement is not for 
Lowenthal. An American, he travels far 
and wide in search of heritage flora and 
fauna. He then disappears into his study 
in Harrow to embark on the arduous 
search for a unifying pattern in the 
uprooted and bizarre data that poms and 
spills across his pages. At low moments, 
Lowenthal must feel hopelessly over- 
whelmed. As examples pile up, every pos- 
sible conclusion seems to be overtaken by 
its contrary. Repeatedly, the idea of “her- 
itage” threatens to explode. If Lowenthal 
were a computer, he’d have signs flash- 
ing saying more megabytes required. 

But he has managed to coax an extraor- 
dinary inventory of heritage pathology into 
a coherent, lucid argument His case is that 
since 1980 or so. heritage has become a global 
phenomenon. It may remain predominantly 
western, but everywhere, the same factors 
provoke it - the pap: of change, massive 
migration, centralisation, increased longevity. 

Lowenthal begins by differentiating her- 
itage material from disciplined history. His- 
torians Bee J H Plumb have argued that true 
historical knowledge is superior and should 
be used to dissolve heritage-tike fantasies 
about the past believed by the untutored 
masses. Others, like Raphael Samuel have 
argued the reverse: that historians should be 
prepared to learn from popular heritage 
enthusiasts. 


Lowenthal is inclined to turn his back 
on all this. He declares that heritage is not 
the same as history and, moreover, that 
it shouldn't even try to be. The two serve 
quite different needs: “I acquit heritage 
of historian’s charges not because heritage 
is guiltless of deforming history, but 
because its function is to do just that". 
Heritage is a testament of faith in the past, 
in which “credulous allegiance" counts 
over pursuit of objective truth. As cate- 
chism rather than fact, heritage invenrs 
memories and excludes inconvenient 
realities. It creates a “secret identity" 
(“us") and promotes false knowledge - 
the only kind, so Lowenthal asserts, that 
can serve as “a gauge of exclusion" for 
“them" This is murky stuff, and yet 
Lowenthal suggests it could hardly be any 
other way. “Forgetting what displeases us 
is not only normal but necessary" and “to 
sanitise a seamy past may aid under- 
standing more than laying it bare'". 

History may still be written by the vic- 
tors, but herbage seems to belong to the 
victims. Centralised conceptions of her- 
itage were created as pan of the nation- 
alism of 19th century Europe, and a 
stately idea of heritage is still invoked as 
the stuff of “national consensus". But a 
different assertion of heritage has 
emerged - one in which “minority virtue" 
is lined up against mainstream ideas of 
progress. In this rootsy variation, heritage 
is the railring cry of those who feel dis- 


affected by the megapowers. 

Such is its romantic appeal, that com- 
fortable members of the majority culture 
are inclined to crave the “local loyalty and 
ethnic empathy" of rictimhood. Tb be 
merely American, French, or English is 
to be deprived. Lowenthal quotes a 
Parisian teacher who, because she can't 
speak Gallo or Breton, laments that “I 
have no language and no culture". In 
America, he finds a Caucasian youth hav- 
ing a conversation with a loinclothed 
Indian - regretting the English colonists 
who wrecked the Indian economy, but 
Chen turning to blame the French, who 
“really did us in”. “We have all become 
Indians", says Lowenthal drily - without 
expressing too much sympathy for the 
Cherokee sweat-lodge therapist who had 
to lower the temperature of her facility 
in Britain, despite “a lot of soul-search- 
ing about changing the tradition". 

This conversion of aboriginal culture 
into heritage is a decidedly mixed bless- 
ing. It is inclined to freeze these cultures, 
conserving the “primitive" qualities that 
were previously viewed with contempt. 
Yet Lowenthal is most concerned about 
the nativist ideas that are sustained under 
the name of heritage. Over the same years 
that apartheid has been proscribed and 
social distinctions based on race weak- 
ened, Lowenthal detects an intensification 
, of the view that heritage is innate. Nazism 
mav have discredited the racial science of 


eugenics, but in many expressions Her- 
itage seems to be more and more bio- 
logically fixed, and therefore less 
amenable to social and cultural reform. 

The determinism once associated with 
the blood may now be expressed in terms 
of genes, but the potentially toxic preoccu- 
pation with purify remains. Minority her- 
itage may be closely connected with the idea 
of innate traits. But so is the Englishness of 
Enoch Powell, who remarked in 1995 that 
“racism is the basis of nationality", or of 
Lord Denning, who censured Leon Brittan 
(bom and bred in Britain of Lithuanian 
parentage), as a “German Jew" who would 
apparently surrender British sovereignty . 
The pattern even extends into the vegetable 
domain. Lowenthal finds ecofasrists preach- 
ing the creed of “native good, alien bad” and 
even English Heritage boasting of the 
native grass seeds with which it is “pro- 
tecting ancient genetic lineage.” 

Lowenthal recognises conservation and 
questions of identity as legitimate global 
issues. A self-described “heritage activist", 
he recognises that the idea is inclined to 
fuel conflicts and rivalry. Sarajevo's library 
and the ancient bridge at Mostar were tar- 
geted as heritage sites, and the defence 
of monuments is also too often wrapped 
up in “bellicose xenophobia”. If there is 
hope for the future, it lies partly in a ris- 
ing sense of global heritage, albeit one 
bom of European conquest. And also in 
the fact that, once the thoroughbred fan- 





tasks of super patriotism are set aside, most 
people can daim multiple legacies. 

This is a revealing and useful book, espe- 
cially valuable for its international reach. 
And yet the rather helpless sense of 
quandary on which it doses may partly be 
a product of the global perspective that pre- 
vents Lowenthal from really digging in any- 
where. .Touch the ground for a little longer 
at any place where heritage is at issue, and 
other dimensions open up, connected not 
just with “history" but with local culture and 
politics. It is also likely that the vexed rela- 
tionship between heritage and “true" his- 
torical knowledge will survive the curt dis- 
missal at the end. Lowenthal is overcritical 
of the “heritage-mongers” (such as curators) 
who try to reconcile their marketing strate- 
gies with a commitment to truth, or to use 
history to deanse their monuments of xeno- 
phobia. It is extreme to dismiss the very 
attempt as “hugely counterproductive", 
and only likely to bring the idea of science, 
history and also heritage into disrepute. 

Having surveyed the morbid possibilities 
of heritage, Lowenthal may have discovered 
a sympathy with the idea of turning it into 
such a cliche that it will never stir deep pas- 
sions again. But even that is unlikely. The 
current issue of Harpers has excerpts from 
a web site dedicated to overthrowing Dis- 
ney president Paul Pressler. He is accused 
of turning the theme park’s Penny Arcade 
into a stuffed animal shop, and generally 
destroying “Disneyland as we know it". 
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Journals of the plague years 

Diarmaid MacCulloch on the epidemic that shocked a continent 

The Great Pox: the French disease in Renaissance Europe by Jon Arrizabalaga, John Henderson and Roger French , Yale £25 


I taly had a bad year in 1495. 
French armies invaded, sparking 
military and political miseries 
which over a century extinguished 
much of Italy’s ch ic vitality. A ter- 
rifying disease also arrived. Appar- 
ently as fatal as plague, unlike the 
plague it played with its victims for 
months or years, destroying their 
looks, their flesh and sometimes 
their minds, producing sores and 
scabs which stank and made the 
sufferers loathsome. 

The disease rapidly set off on its 
travels,- reaching as far as 
Aberdeen by spring 1497, a quin- 
centenary which the Granite City 
is unlikely to commemorate this 
year. Naturally the Italians called 
the new disease the French pox, a 
name which caught all Europe’s 
imagination, much to French 
annoyance. France's attempt to 
re-label the pox as the Neapolitan 
disease was not an especially suc- 
cessful piece of spin-doctoring. 

Wc now call this pox syphilis. 
The three co-authors of (his book 
deliberately avoid talking about 
syphilis, which 20th-century doc- 
tors know, diagnose and have the 
means of curing. They do discuss 
the poem by a 16th-centuiy doctor 
whose title gave syphilis its mod- 
em name, because the veiv fact of 
this poem is pan of the’ book's 



theme. What modem doctor would 
analyse an unknown disease by 
writing Latin verse about it 
addressed to (he muse of astron- 
omy? Yet no-one in the I6th cen- 
tury' made fun of Girolamo Fra- 
castoro when he did just that, and 
indeed what he said about the 
French Disease was margi Daily- 
more sensible than most' other 
contemporary medical opinion. 

So do not look to this book for 
epidemiological analysis, or 
answers to the vexed question of 
where syphilis came from: ancient 
European spirochete with a sudden 
wanderlust, or novel import from 
America, the New World's revenge 
on the Old for Columbus's inva- 
sion? The book's title is over-com- 
prehensivo apart from one brief 
German excursion. Italy is its focus. 

Wc read about Renaissance 
scholars trying to use all their cul- 
tural resources to make sense of a 
baffling and terrifying disease. We 
are shown just how radically dif- 
ferent from our own culture was an 
age which seriously debated 
whether the French pox could exist 
at alL since apparently il lacked a 
proper Latin or Greek name. 

A killer plague which merely 
had an Italian nickname lacked 
respectability. If it could not be 
described by a word recognisable in 


the ancient world, then there was no 
basis on which to start working out 
a treatment. Par humanists (^sot- 
ted with classical wisdom, it took a 
leap of the imagination to suppose 
that realify could extend past the 
knowledge of a dead philosopher. 

Meanwhile, the disease went on 
maiming;, killing and terrifying. Action 
had to follow straight away, if Italy was 
not to become a chaos of stinking, 
panic-stricken and contagious beg- 
gars. The book changes gear in its 
centre becoming a detailed exami- 
nation of the new medical institutions 
set up in Italy to deal with the pox. 
The flagship among these purpose- 
built hospitals was an impressive 
foundation in Rome; this has left a 
rich archive, enabling us to count the 
veiy rags clothing the wretches who 
turned up for treatment. 

The hospitals were called Incur- 
obili, a happily inaccurate name, 
since the death rate in them was sur- 
prisingly low. One treatment which 
seems to have worked was to use a 
wood called guaiaaim . both for 
drinking and for battling skin prob- 
lems. The wood had been discov- 
ered in America, so h had to be 
imported, and was reassuringly 
expensive. Charitable ladies held 
fund-raising drives (“World Pox 
Day"?) to pay for iu and for the 
work of the IncumbiH generally. Still. 




many doctors resented guaiacum. 
How inconsiderate and indecorous 
for an unprecedented disease to 
have an unprecedented cure! 

The authors engagingly admit 
that to discuss Renaissance doctors 
discussing the French pox is to 
describe “nonsense". The least 
barmy medical advice, from one 
PCre Pin tor. was to run away from 
an outbreak. Those poor human- 
ist intellectuals really didn't have 
a clue about the pox - nor did any- 
one until 1 909, when syphilis 
became the first major disease to 
be conquered by a targetted drug 
We are left to make the compari- 
son with Aids, which also leapt 
class and geographic barriers 
before anyone noticed 

Like Aids, the pox developed its 
own literature, because it became 
the guest of the powerful and the 
articulate - in those days that 
meant noblemen and clergymen. 
The pox also sparked blind preju- 
dice. We urc at our most self- 
revealing when we try- to give cat- 
astrophe a tidy space in our world. 
We define who we arc by defining 
the outsiders who brought us the 
catastrophe. Will the tabloid jour- 
nalists who blamed Aids on 
Haitians, homosexuals or heroin 
addicts find antipathetic chn miclers 
in half a millennium's time? 
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Fat all attraction 

Ruth Picardie has her cake and eats it 


Eat Fat by Richard Klein, Picador, £15.99 


D iet books are terribly passi 
these days. Instead of calorie 
counting, everyone is “eating 
for health": food combining, the 
anti-candida system, allergy eradi- 
cation attempts. Last week, I met 
a German doctor who advised me 
to begin a “low acid" eating pro- 
gramme. avoiding rhubarb, wild 
cherries, gooseberries, yoghurt, 
sauerkraut, vinegar, vitamin C, 
margarine and meat. A few days 
later, a nutrionist urged me to give 
up wheat, oats, lye, barley, dairy 
products, sugar, salt, tea, coffee, 
chocolate and, of course, alcohol. 

The new ideology - emphasising 
health, not weight loss - may be dif- 
ferent from the old, but the advice 
is the same: contradictory, ever- 
changing and impossibly austere. A 
few hours after I met the nutrion- 
ist. I ate four slices of walnut cake. 

The other growth area is the anti- 
diet book, a genre pioneered by 
Susie Orbach in the 1970s with Far 
Is A Feminist Issue. Eul Fat by 
Richard Klein covers much of the 
same ground: the historical rarity 
of the emaciated ideal: the greed nf 
the medical-health-beauty industry: 
the damage that dieting can do to 
the Ixidy: and the scary new gen- 
eration of "anti-obesity" drugs. 

What is new about this hook is. 
in part, its tone. Klein, a professor 


of French at Cornell University 
who once rode in a car with Roland 
Barthes, declares Eat Fat to be a 
“postmodern" diet book, lo on 
angry sexual politics, hi on fun. He 
aims to charm, not shock, the 
reader into giving up diets. “This 
book is designed to be thrown 
away,” he writes. “Once you have 
consumed it, the text should van- 
ish, and remain a delicious mem- 
oiy, like the faint recurrence of the 
feeling of well-being that accom- 
panies the disappearance into your 
mouth of a chocolate truffle." 

Thus Klein (who weighs 2001b) 
breaks off from expressing rage at 
the word obesity to write about his 
fat mom and fat sister “They’ve 
both been dieting for decades„.and 
have been getting fatter and fatter." 
He explores Fat Admiring sexual 
subcultures, from the endlessly 
frustrated Chubby Chasers (“They 
are looking for fat women [like 
glamour model Teighlor, who once 
weighed 7I9lbj with self-esteem, 
who love themselves fat”) to the 
happier gay world of Flabio and 
Bulk Male. Laier. he stops explor- 
ing the relationship between power 
and fat (“It's not money the rich are 
afraid to spend, but calories, which 
are worth more than money") to 
ask: “Why arc Americans obese? 
Ask a Frenchman." 
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Klein's book isn’t so much an 
anti-diet book but a pro-fat book, 
and he worships it with the sensu- 
ality of the best cookery writers. His 
love of fat is comprehensive, from 
the pleasure of plump olives to the 
sweet power of Jessye Norman, 
from 18th-century fat (“The creamy 
skin of those large dollops of pink 
women,” begins his hymn of praise 
to a Boucher painting) to the ultra- 
modern. “She slips me an extra slice 
of toast," he writes of the waitress 
in his local diner, “heavily buttered. 
I really don't need it, buL..I eat it 
all, because she loves me. Because 
with the wind howling and the 
snow sweeping through barely 
plowed streets, that fat is a kiss, 
between her and me." 

Klein’s really big idea is that diets 
make you fat: not physiologically, 
as many nutrionists-now believe, 
but philosophically. The more we 
diet, the fatter we are getting. 
Between 19S0 and 1991, the pro- 
portion of overweight Americans 
rose from one in four to one in 
three; when Hillary Clinton 
installed a healthy, fish-grilling chef 
ai the White House, the president 
gained weight. The lower in fat they 
are, the more crisps we eat Ergo, 
says Klein, if we stop dieting, well 
get thinner. In which case, Til have 
another slice of that cake. 
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A child's garden of curses 

E Jane Dickson applauds a double vision of dark secrets 



The Memory Game fry Nicci French, Heinemann, £ 14.99 


J ane Manello is a reliable son. 
When the body of her sister-in-law, 
Natal ie,is dug up in the garden of 
the family home, Jane is the one 
who serves up risotto and sympathy to the 
glamorous Martelio dan. Natalie, a beau- 
tiful and brilliant 16-ycar old, disap- 
peared in 1969. when she and Jane were 
best friends. When Jane marries Claud, 
Natalie’s elder brother, she becomes 
enmeshed in Martelio mythology. The 
family is her fulcrum and refuge. 

So when, in the aftershock of Natalie’s 
exhumation, Jane turns sleuth and directs 
her murder investigation to the very heart 
of the family, the reader is as shocked as the 
Manellos. From the first page Jane, sensi- 
ble, sensitive and wry, has our absolute con- 
fidence. But do reliable sorts necessarily 
make reliable narrators? Can a sane and 
honest person bear false witness? This is the 
question at the heart of The Memory Game, 
a remarkable first novel by Nicci French. 

A thoroughly contemporary thriller, it 
takes stock elements of the genre (unre- 
liable narrator/revelation through analy- 
sis) and stretches them to their philo- 
sophical limits. The red herrings at every 
turn are evolved and involving stories in 
their own right, prompting seductive 
notions of parallel truths, and the end- 
ing is properly unguessable. 

The sheer breadth of the material and 
the quality of finish would be impressive 
in any fictional debut, and the well-pub- 
licised fact that “Nicci French” is actually 
the husband -an d-wi/e team Nicci Gcrrard 
and Sean French is almost irrelevant. 
Almost, but not quite. Most couples 
cannot manage a Sainsbuiy’s run a deux 
without recourse to Relate. The idea of 
sitting down and writing a novel with 
one’s spouse is too intriguing to ignore 
and this reader, at least, was plagued with 
fantasies of the writers engaging in 
unseemly spats about whose tum it is to 
do the pagination or who has prior claim 
on the wave-washed shore analogy. 

The authors have disdained the obvi- 
ous cop-outs of a dual perspective or 
time-slip narrative and the writing in The 
Memory Game iscommendably even, the 
shared style exact and unshowy. Drama- 
tis personae are quirky without falling into 
caricature. Alan Martelio, an Angry 
Young Man turned literary patriarch 
and father of the murdered giri, blubs and 
blusters through the narrative like King 
Lear played by Kingsley Amis. His con- 
frontation with a feminist critic at the 1CA 
is a set piece worthy of Amis at his early 
best, but his final breakdown is scary and 
believable. Separated from the "emo- 
tionally constipated Gaud Mortello, Jane 
falls for Caspar, a creepy linguistic philos- 
pher who has christened his daughter 
Fanny “to revive the name”, but is also 
attracted to Alex, a pioneer of the con- 
troversial Recovered Memory Syndrome. 

The title refers to Jane’s attempt to 
retrieve the past she shared with Natalie 
and the Martelios in order to heal the 
trauma of the present, but memory 
proves a slippery medium. Natalie, 
enshrined in family lore as the picture of 



Husband -a ltd-wife team: Nicci Gena 

innocence cut down, emerges as an alto- 
gether more complicated character. The 
childhood remembered by Jane as a 
golden period seems quite different 
through adult eyes. The memoiy game 
brings her to the brink of insanity as spe- 
cific concerns broaden into abstract 
obsession. Can memoiy evei be more 


I and Sean French managed to write i 

than an accretion of experience and 
emotion? Can there be such a thing as a 
shared history or does all history come 
down to a narrative which is more or less 
convincing? What is the purpose of a 
family if not to collude in a version of 
events that eveiyone can live with? 

Gerrard and French are distinguished 


book together without having recours 

journalists and their roots show in the 
thoroughness of the research. Descrip- 
tions have the authority and immediacy 
of reportage and the Jacobean toils of the 
plot rise from a hard-edged world of bicy- 
cle locks and council planning permission. 
If, in the last analysis, the ends of The 
Memory Game don’t lie up neatly in the 


to Relate chris dawes 

manner of Nancy Drew, it is because real 
life is ragged and unresolved. “I think 
some things don’t need to be explained” 
says Jane. “Sometimes damage should be 
left in sealed containers, like nuclear 
waste.” In a society increasingly shaped 
by the politics of disclosure, it is a perti- 
nent thought. 


Transformed by sunlight on the way to St Ives 

Louise Doughty sizes up a diffuse portrait of the artist 


The Serpentine Cave by Jill Paton Walsh 

T he difference between the plot of a 
novel and its subject matter is not 
always visible. In Knowledge of 
,ingeb, Jill Paton Walsh wove a seamless 
combination of the two and was 
deservedly shortlisted for the Booker. 
Her new book does not manage the mix 
quite so well. The themes it explores and 
the manner by which they are revealed 
are far enough apart for the stitching to 
show. It is a divergence that proves at 
once intriguing and frustrating. 

The Serpentine Caw opens with the 
incapacitation of Stella, an elderly artist 
felled by a stroke. When she dies, she 
takes with her the identity of the lover 
who fathered her only child. Marian is 


, Doubleday, £12.99 

divorced with two grown-up children of 
her own. Tbby works in the City but has 
been suspended on suspicion of insider 
dealing: Alice is a lovelorn viola player. 
Faced with a mystery, a dilapidated 
house and a mountain of debt, the trou- 
bled trio begin to excavate Stella’s past. 

What follows could have been a 
straightforward detective story but 
rapidly turns into something much more 
diffuse: an exploration of the nature of 
human desires. The book poses some 
vital questions. How do we deride what 
is important to us - and once we have 
decided, what happens to ail the other 
bits of our lives which must take second 
place? Stella is initially remembered as 


a selfish woman who neglected her child 
for the sake of second-rate art Marian 
has duly rebelled and become a chemist 
who has always put her son and daugh- 
ter first. Towards the end of the noveL one 
of them demands: '“And didn't you ever 
think it might be the wrong place to put 
children?” Each character discovers their 
true priorities. That is the nature of their 
inheritance from Stella. 

This process of discovery is intellec- 
tually interesting but doesn't pull on the 
heartstrings in the way such a story 
should. One senses an argument at 
work. Each of rhe characters represents 
a point of view, in a way that often inter- 
feres with how the reader might expect 


them, natural isticaliy. to behave. 

The weakness of Lhe characterisation 
is particularly apparent in the oddly for- 
mal dialogue. This clumsiness occasion- 
ally extends to the rest of the prose: 
“When she recovered enough to explain 
herself, Toby and Alice received what 
fragments of this memory she told over 
for them with considerable interest.” 

In return, there are some wonderful 
moments of description and insight. A 
hospital room is transformed by sunlight 
which “cclipses...thc neon strip lights on 
the ceiling, overwhelming their chilly 
accuracy with a rival vision, in which Mar- 
ian's mother lay under a sheet of paJe 
primrose, her face jaundiced”. Later, the 


setting moves to St Ives, where Marian 
discovers the history of the artists' colony 
of which her mother was a part. The ten- 
sions between the artists and the local 
fishing community are evoked with fine 
detail. 

When Marian eventually traces her 
father he proves to he an odd. sad man. 
Although he makes only two brief 
appearances, his character is more con- 
vincing and disturbing than some of the 
larger ones that give the plot its engine. 
Tl\e Serpentine Cave is a bit like a much- 
loved but dilapidated motor car, provid- 
ing moments of aesthetic pleasure which 
don’t quite compensate for its inability' to 
fulfill its primaiy function. 


N othing much flourishes in 
January save for aconites 
and book prizes. Amid the 
literary blooms, it would be easy 
to miss the award for a first or 
second work of history sponsored 
by Longman and History Today 
magazine. This week, in the suit- 
ably august setting of the Dulwich 
Picture Galleiy, if went to Cam- 
bridge historian Orlando Figes for 
his vast but vivid account of" the 
Russian Revolution from 1S91 to 
1 924, .-I People's Tragedy (Cape). 

Figes - scholarly page-turner 
adds to the growing trend for Big 
History to mean Big Business. 

Not long before Christmas. 

Oxford issued Norman Davies’ 
bulky history of Europe: a wide- 
screen epic encrusted by sparkling 
cameos and driven bv the belief 
Lhoi the lands east of the Elbe 
merit more of the limelight. U has 
sold 33.000 copies here and 
18.000 in the LIS - supersonic 
speed for a £25 hardback. 

Prior to Figes and Davies came 
other bestselling historians who 
merged narrative zest with ana- 
lytic depth: Theodore Zeldin and 
Simon Schama: Felipe Femandez- 
Armesto and Eric Hobsbawra. 
After decades of stratospheric 
High Theory on the one hand and 
number-crunching ■‘cliometrics’’ 
on the other, the story returned to 
history’ - told not by quaint throw- 
backs but by the superstars. 

For Gordon Maralen. who 
edits History Today, books such as 
Figes’ overcome the “artificial 
dichotomy" between hard data 
and ripping yams: “It’s not a 
question of either/or. You must 
have good analysis with your nar- 
rative, and vice versa”. Yet it can 
look as if todays historians have 
seized on the once-taboo plea- 
sures of the tale tike binge 
drinkers after Prohibition. For 
Simon Schama, this means push- 
ing factual narrative up to - and 
through - the gates of fiction. 

These new-wave fables of the 
past match the “postmodern" 
drift in other arts; all are fuelled 
by our end-of-era taste for retro-, 
spective summings-up. Feman- 
dez-Armesto actually called his 
bold global history of the past 
1000 years Millennium, while 
Hobsbawm’s Age of Extremes 
taught us that the “short 20th cen- 
tury” dosed with the Soviet 
Union's collapse in 1991. 

As the cool but compassionate 
tone of .HI People’s Tragedy con- 
firms, the ideological vacuum of 
this fin-de-siecle allows historians 
to look back more in sorrow than 
in anger. Until very recently, his- 
tories of the Revolution spirt 
along classic Cold War lines. On 
one side stood the defenders (E H 
Carr, say, or the Trotskyist Isaac 
Deutscher, for whom Statin killed 
a great ideal). On the other, furi- 
ous antagonists such as Robert 
Conquest dragged the horror of 
the Gulag into the light. In a post- 
Soviet perspective, both camps 
can sound remarkably alike. 
Indeed, the same wrirers often 
swung from one pole to the other. 

Interestingly, Gordon Marsden 
suggests that the cargo of books 
now due about the British Empire 
and its sunset (as Hong Kong 
reverts to China and India marks 
its half-century of freedom) may 
follow the same partem. The pas- 
sion of both imperialists and liber- 
ators could fade as “younger his- 
torians look on things a bit more 
dispassionately”. So have we 
reached a final Twilight of the 
Partisans? Not quite yet. perhaps. 
.Also on the prize shortlist was 
Daniel Goldhagen’s Hiller's Will- 
ing Executioners : a young scholar's 
searing, bitter argument that ordi- 
nary Germans (and not just hard- 
core Nazis) knew’ the worst and 
went along with it. Some wounds 
run so deep that not even a mil- 
lennium willsoothe them. 

Boyd Tonkin 


Make mine a superglue, brake fluid and insecticide 

Harry Ritchie is shaken but not stirred by a lethal Russian cocktail 

Moscow Stations fry Venedikt Yerofeev, translated by Stephen Mulrine, Faber. £8.99 


B ored of banana daquiris? Tired of 
tequila sla miners? Why not try one 
of the exciting cocktails detafled in 
Venedikt Yerofeev’s novel Moscow Sta- 
tions. The Spirit of .Geneva, for instance: 
take 200 grammes Zhiguti beer and add 
150 grammes spirit varnish and 50 
g ramm es each of White Lilac toilet water 
and sock deodoriser. For the more adven- 
turous drinker, Yerofeev recommends the 
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guaranteed bram-blaster known as Dog’s 
Giblets, concocted from Zhiguli beer, 
Sadko shampoo, superglue, anti-dan- 
druff solution, brake fluid and insecticide. 

The recipes come from one of the many 
digressions in this short novel about the 
Russian narrator’s alcohol-fuelled train 
journey from Moscow to see his son and 
lover in the town of Petrushki. At least, 
that's what is supposed to be happening, 
but the narrator’s account is less than 
clear. No surprise given that, by the time 
he boards his train at eight in the morn- 
ing, he is struggling to cope with a griev- 
ous hangover from a week-long bender, 
has just been turfed out of the station buf- 
fet after requesting a revitalising 800- 
gramme shot of breakfast sherry, and is 
preparing to tuck into his essential sup- 
plies for the two hour journey - two bot- 
tles of Kuban vodka, half a litre of Rossi- 



iskaya and a bottle of fortified ro$£. 

Having overcome the melodramatic 
attack of nausea provoked by the first sips 
from his essential supplies, the narrator 
settles down to endure the ride. Though 
he is out of his box, there is no danger that 
his fellow passengers wOI scorn him, for 
they are aJI out of their boxes as well, 
including the ticket inspector who has 
devised an ingenious system of fines - pas- 
sengers have to pay him a gramme of 
vodka for every ticketless kilometre. It's 
not a short trip and nobody seems to have 
a ticket. 

The novel itself staggers along as the 
narrator gives us the benefit of his expe- 
rience of life on the rocks. He provides a 
briefc crazed overview of a alcohol depen- 
dency in the lives of great writers, a daft 
survey of the world (Siberia is populated 
by “negroes", the streets of Paris are lined 


by brothels and clap clinics), and another 
top lip, on how to avoid hangovers -drink 
what you had the night before until you 
have drunk the same amount and then 
drink another 250 grammes of the stuff. 

Meanwhile, back at the stoiyline, things 
are getting dazed and confused. There is 
a drinks party of sorts wherein the nar- 
rator and other passengers resolve to tell 
each other stories, just like characters in 
a novel by Turgenev, but that quickly 
peters out There’s also an account of the 
narrator's attempt to engineer a revolu- 
tion in Petrushki, but Norway refused to 
reply to his declaration of war and the 
only decrees passed by his committee con- 
cerned local pub opening hours (to be 
moved back to a more convenient 5am). 
But all too soon the narrator loses his ten- 
uous grasp on reality, leaving him 
wrestling with those key existential ques- 



tions familiar to anyone who has stumbled 
through the night, a congealed fish sup- 
per in one hand, a warm can of Tennents 
Extra in the other: Where am I? What am 
I doing here? How do I get home? 

Tragically, this is an autobiographical 
noveL which explains why this is a posthu- 
mous translation. After a life spent drink- 
ing improbable amounts and kinds of 
alcohol, and getting the sack from a series 
of menial jobs (no mean feat in the for- 
mer Soviet Union), Yerofeev died six 
years ago, just when Moscow Stations was 
beginning to emerge from its sorry plight 
as a samizdat work that lacked the kudos 
of political oppression. Yerofeev’s trans- 
lator, Stephen Mulrine, is to be congrat- 
ulated for latching on to this novel and 
bringing it new life in an English version. 
The slang grates occasionally (faces are 
never faces but “coupons", “fizzogs” and 



"ugly mugs”), but by and large he has 
done a good job. 

What he can't do, however, is conceal 
the flaws of the original. Faber's bumf 
claims that Moscow Stations is “an 
absolute classic of Russian literature”. 
Had I stopped reading the novel after the 
first 10 pages, I would have agreed, for the 
opening sequence describing the narra- 
tor's stumble to his train is a work of 
comic genius. But. appropriately enough, 
after the riotously funny start, the book 
wanders about, becomes befuddled and, 
especially during its more fantastic flights 
of fancy, gets irritating and boring. The 
kind of people who go to the ICA will 
clasp their hands in horror at this judg- 
ment, but for all his darkly farcical 
moments, Yerofeev has been easily sur- 
passed in dark bedrugged comedy by 
Itvine Welsh. 











City of 

dreadful 

night 

Elizabeth Young visits the 
London underground 

Lights Out for the Territory by lain Sinclair, Granta Books, £1-2.99 


I ain Sinclair’s London has slowly 
mutated into a literary territory 
as recognisable as “Greeneland”. 
Open this book at random, and 
. there it is: “There is a decayed Uni- 
tarian chapel at 49, Ball's Pond 
Road..”. All such mythical land- 
scapes are the producr of obsesssion: 
their territory is refracted and hal- 
: lucinatory. In Sinclairs case, is he 
just a bit player in the Cockney 
cliches of the Kray brothers melo- 
drama? Or have the twin hounds of 
; Va I lance Road finally been brought 
to heel as permanent exhibits in the 
major arcana of the Sinclair epic? 

It was Iain Sinclair in his awesome 
1 993 essay “The Look” who divined 
the toppling of an empire from 
Tony Lambrianou's description of 
spotting Ron Kray without a tie. 
“This was a signal” wrote Sinclair, “a 
flag of surrender to the inevitable”. 
The bell was tolling for that Sixties 
• triad: “Villainy, business, image.” If 
* Sinclair can read all that into one 
open-necked shirt, imagine what he 
: can do for the rest of London. 

These nine prose pieces - in 
which Sinclair, like Huck Finn, 
“lights out" for his Territory - form 
a powerful distillation of all that is 
best most potent and accessible in 
Sinclair's work. Here is a mind at the 
height of its powers, who can quote 
Homer or Carl Hiaasen with equal 
facility. He sees the living streets of 


London as a crucible where Bill 
Sykes and Beckett's Murphy, Blake, 
Wren, the Angry Brigade and a 
sludge of politicians whirl forever, 
each illuminating the others' dreams. 

Since the publication of his last 
novel. Radon Dau&Uers, Sinclair has 
been dragged from small-press 
obscurity and hailed as one of the 
few major talents of his generation. 
His long, visionary apprenticeship in 
the shadows and his intellectual 
integrity mark him as more than just 
a standard-bearer for alternative 
writing and artistic dissidence. 

Sinclair’s view of London may be 
contagious, but it testifies to an 
idiosyncratic struggle with literary 
heritage and tradition. He excised 
sentimentality from the Beat sensi- 
bility, returned Allen Ginsberg’s 
inspiration to its origins in Blake's 
London and created a parallel, 
mylhopoeiac universe of his own. 

It is ironic that Sinclair's earlier 
work - prose poems such as 
“Bladud”, “Suicide Bridge” and 
“Lud Heat”, the in uiero version of 
Peter Ackroyd’s novel Hawksmoor - 
was considered too obscure for easy 
publication while his later, far more 
difficult novels met with widespread 
praise. The early work’s combination 
of documentary reportage and auto- 
biographical intersections allowed 
Sinclair to present his multi-faceted 
view of time and history. This “non- 



Whitechapel, 1870 (Gustave Dore): part of lain Sinclair’s personal psychogeography mary evans 


fiction” is such a mythical concoction 
in itself that the novels could only 
float further out into a trance state 
of linguistic hypnosis. 

Sinclair's preoccupations remain 
consistent - an ur-London, his per- 
sonal psychogeography, the 
Whitechapel murders of 1888; 
churches, cemeteries, graffiti, texts. 
His chance configurations allow an 
endless present, mi ngling fact and fic- 
tion, to bleed b^ck through the city’s 
ruins. Tales of his all-too-real co-con- 
spirators (deranged book-dealers and 
maddened poets) seep into his fic- 
tions, while his own fictional creations 
stalk his non-fiction essays. 

Among these essays, some - 
including the memorable account of 
Ronnie Kray's funeral, a guided 
tour of Rachel Whiteread’s “House” 
and a dismemberment of P D James' 
Cadaver Club - were originally com- 
missioned as shorter pieces. Others 
are constructed around Sinclair's 
lengthy walks with long-suffering 
photographer Marc Atkins. “Drift- 


ing purposefully”, they noted and 
decoded a fusillade of fragments. 

Blake, Dickens and T S Eliot 
hover purposefully in the hinter- 
lands. Otherwise the view is a 
charged smog of trace memories, 
psychic voodoo, urban paranoia and 
filmic metaphor. Sinclair weaves a 
homespun, neo-oocult web from a 
hoard including Dr John Dee, the 
Rosicrucians. . Grail legends, the 
Invisible College, ley-lines, maps 
and conspiracies - an entire car-boot 
sale of alchemy and hermeticism. 
These forces, whether focused on 
pit-bull terriers or Jeffrey Archer’s 
residence at Alembic House, spark 
a spidery trail of correspondences 
that thread through history. 

There is nothing faddishly New 
Age about Sinclair. His mood is 
mordant, dark, ironic. The occult 
provides structures which - as with 
the Tarot in Eliot’s “The Waste 
Land” - stretch like Jacob's ladder, 
“pitched between Heaven and Char- 
ing Cross”. Sinclair aligns himself 


with an an ge lic crew of London low- 
life chroniclers, including Alexander 
Baron, Bernard Kops, Patrick 
Hamilton and Arthur Machen. He 
provides notable pen-portraits of 
those he has known, such as the art 
guerrilla Stuart Home, the late 
Robin Cook (who wrote as Derek 
Raymond), and poet Aidan Dunn. 

The cornerstones of Sinclair's 
gnomic vision appear to be, first, his 
self-definition as “someone con- 
genitally incapable of accepting the 
notion of 'accident'”. Second, he is 
“cursed with the obsession [with] 
books as icons, books as a form of 
race memory”. Last, he believes 
that the city can divulge an encoded, 
subterranean text. Signs, however 
they appear, can be read. 

So. just as Sinclair describes the 
pit-bull thrown from a balcony and 
granted a “brief, privileged view of 
Hackney”, his readers are granted 
their own brief, privileged view of a 
festering London, its pathologies 
exposed by a fine intelligence. 


The sad last days of Fortress Fidel 

Douglas Kennedy goes native with our man in Havana 


The Land of Miracles: a journey through modem Cuba by Stephen Smith, Li We. Brown, £17.99 


O ne of the more nervy moments 
in my travelling life took place 
at Jose Marti Airport in 
; Havana. Having been commissioned 
by a magazine to write an essay on 
' - the Cuban capital, and after daily 
* : phone calls to the Cuban embassy in 
■ London, demanding to know when 
they might issue me with a journal- 
ist’s visa, I finally decided to enter 
the country on a tourist card. 

As it turned out, getting into 
Cuba as a turisia was a breeze. Leav- 
ing was another matter. On the day 
of my departure, my wife called to 
say that the embassy had finally 
■ ‘ issued my journalist's visa and were 
; wondering about my whereabouts. 


Grim visions danced through my 
head of arrest for illegal entry as J 
boarded the Cubana flight back to 
London - and, sure enough, when I 
handed over my papers to the immi- 
gration inspector at the airport, he 
tapped my particulars into his 
ancient Russian computer and then 
vanished with my passport. When he 
returned, I was certain he would be 
accompanied by the secret police. 
Instead, he was alone. “Is ihere a 
problem?". I asked. “No problem”, 
he said. “Coffee break.” 

Like so many totalitarian nations. 
Cuba specialises in its own brand of 
bureaucratic farce - something that 
Stephen Smith discovered during his 


foray into the Land of Fidel. But 
Smith (a journalist with Channel 
Four News) is no P J O'Rourke, 
turning a jaundiced eye on the 
absurdities of a failed Marxist- 
Leninist paradise. 

He is the best sort of reporter 
detached, ironic, yet well versed on 
the terrain he's exploring. But he 
also has an annoying tendency to 
turn himself into the centrepiece of 
his narrative, appearing as a charm- 
ingly befuddled Englishman abroad. 

Thankfully, these self-indulgent 
interludes are brief. The Land of Mir- 
acles is a compelling portrait of a 
society on the verge of an ideologi- 
cal breakdown - yet which, in the 


midst of a crippling economic 
embargo, still attempts to stagger 
through the day. More tellingly, it is 
a tale of an outsider trying to carve 
a life for himself in a deeply alien, 
curiously intoxicating culture. 

Rather than peering down on 
“the natives" from the air-condi- 
tioned eyrie of a five-star hotel. 
Smith plunged into the grubby main- 
stream of Cuban life. Finding a 
room in an apartment building that 
once housed Fidel Castro, he expe- 
riences urban dwelling in a city 
whose infrastructure is breaking 
down and his narrative works best 
when detailing the day-to-day pri- 
vations of Cuban existence. He's 


especially adept at conveying the 
manic rhythms of Havana's decrepit 
streets, and is a sympathetic chron- 
icler of Cuban lives: educated 
women pushed into prostitution out 
of desperation: ageing tango dancers 
swirling across the floor of a rickety 
apartment. 

Over all hangs the inherent 
melancholy of a society that knows 
it is a terminal case, but still tries to 
maintain its self-respect. Full marks 
to Smith for so cannily conveying the 
sad last days of Fortress Fidel. In his 
next book, he should trust his pow- 
ers of observation, shove his own 
persona deep into the brickfield and 
let Cuba do the talking. 


Tales from the 
Land of Zanj 

William Dalrymple 
investigates the spice trade 



Empires of the Monsoon fry Richard Hall, 
HarperCollins, £20 


I n the autumn of 1487, two 
Portuguese spies set off on 
the caravan route from 
Alexandria across the deserts 
of the Wadi Natron to Cairo, 
then one of the two richest 
cities of the Islamic world. 
Disguised as Arab merchants 
dealing in jars of Neapolitan 
honey, the two'ageats trav- 
el! edto Aden at the mouth 
of the Red Sea. There they 
separated, one heading to 
the port of ZaDa on the 
African mainland, the other 
taking advantage of the 
winds of the southwest mon- 
soon to catch a dhow to the 
Malabar spice coast of India. 
The two spies would never 
see each other again, and 
neither would ever return 
home. One died in mysteri- 
ous circumstances; the other, 
searching for the legendary 
empire of Prester John, 
broke through as far as 
Ethiopia, only to find himself 
forbidden ever to leave. 

Their mission was, how- 
ever, a notable success in 
one important respect. The 
senior spy, Pero de Covilhao, 
was able to pass on to two 
Portuguese Jews the map he 
made of the Indian Ocean. 
This map got back to Lisbon 
and proved that if a Por- 
tuguese galleon were able to 
round the Cape, sail half way 
up the east coast of Africa, 
then head north east, noth- 
ing would stand in the way of 
a fair sailing to the riches of 
the spice coast of India. 

As a direct result of de 
Covilhao's espionage, on 18 
May 1498 Vasco da Gama 
succeeded in reaching the 
Malabar Coast at the end of 
what Richard Hall calls “the 
longest sea voyage in his- 
tory". It was an epic achieve- 
ment. The first Atlantic 
stretch of the journey alone 
involved being out of sight of 
land for three times as long 
as Columbus had been on his 
crossing to the New World. 
Economically, the pioneer- 
ing of the trade route was an 
extraordinary breakthrough: 
what was bought in Calicut 
for a ducat could be sold in 
Lisbon for a hundred ducats. 
As one worried Venetian 
realised, “if these voyages 
should continue, and they 
seem easy to accomplish, the 
King of Portugal can call 
himself the King of Money". 

The Venetian was right to 
be worried. The creation of 
the Portuguese empire and 
re-routing of the spice trade 
resulted in the impoverish- 
ment of its ancient masters: 
the Middle Eastern caravan 
cities and, above all, the 
western power that formed 
the trade's final terminus - 
the Republic of Venice. 

The Portuguese had not 
come merely to trade. They 
came to conquer, to attempt 
to destroy Islam and to con- 


vert the peoples of the 
Indian Ocean to what they 
regarded as the one true 
faith. On Ms first voyage, 
Vasco da Gama let loose his 
guns on the African port-city 
of Mozambique and the 
Indian port of Calicut On 
his second he indulged in an 
orgy of sadistic violence, 
bombarding towns, torturing 
prisoners, and massacring 
women and children. 

The peoples of the Indian 
Ocean had no defence 
against European cannon, 
and no warsMps to match 
the Portuguese caravels. 

Even when the Ottoman 
Turks transported wood from 
the B alkan s to the mouth of 
Red Sea and put together a 
special fleet to take on the 
newcomers, the Ottoman 
ships proved defenceless 
against Portuguese broad- 
sides. In less than a decade 
the Portuguese had com- 
pletely destroyed a free- 
trade network that had 
existed with very little vio- 
lence for thousands of years. 

Empires of the Monsoon is 
a panoramic study of the his- 
tory of the Indian Ocean, 
and the destruction of its tra- 
ditional trade by colonial 
Europe. The narrative 
ranges from the Mediter- 
ranean to the Pacific, from 
Northern Italy to Eastern 
China, and stretches from 
the emergence of Islam to 
the present day. Its major 
achievement is to weave into 
a coherent whole the histo- 
ries of a kaleidoscope of 
civilisations and peoples. 

Richard Hall is a journal- 
ist by training, not an acade- 
mic, and his book does not 
aim at any particular profun- 
dity of analysis: its principal 
object is to interest and 
entertain. Rarely, however, 
has the dry dust of economic 
history been brought more 
vividly to life; and there can 
be very few studies of trade 
routes to touch it for narra- 
tive pace or for epic sweep. 

Empires of the Monsoon 
reads like some mediaeval 
Book of Wonders, rich with 
exotic improbabilities. We 
learn of the African warriors 
of the Land of Zanj who col- 
lected the testicles of passing 
merchants: the solidified flu- 
ids of a sperm whale’s stom- 
ach, which the Chinese val- 
ued as an aphrodisiac; of the 
1 1.000 eunuchs of Abbasid 
Baghdad; and the Madagas- 
can flightless bird which 
stood ten feet high and laid 
eggs more than a foot long. 

It is all gripping stuff, 
dizzily ambitious in its scope 
and frill of some of the odd- 
est facts imaginable. As an 
icy January gives way to a 
grim, grey English February, 
this is just the book to curl 
up with and dream about the 
spice shores of Malabar. 




i 




Paperbacks 

By Christopher Hirst, Lucasta Miller and Boyd Tonkin 


Cross Channel by Julian Barnes 
l Picador, £5 .99) “Barnes cst dcli- 
cietoT simpers the shout-line from 
a Paris magazine about these 10 
talcs of Franco-Saxon altitudes. 

: Well, Barnes's nicety-turned anec- 
dotes of Brits in France melt in 
the mouth but seldom feed the 
soul. His penchant for bookish 
whimsy (a fatal attraction since 
Flaubert's Parrot) leads to such 
wan gags as the codger uncle mis- 
taken for an m ant-garde artist 
' because he sells real beeswax pol- 
j , ish: "Cire nvliste ”. At times, we’re 
not far from Peter Mayle with a 
: :• postgrad degree. On the other 
i main , the tender portrait of post- 
; :• war grief in “Evermore" escapes 
; - the rather twee formula to stand 
t • on its own as one of Barnes's very 
• finest shorter works. 

; Christopher Wood by Richard 

• ! Ingleby (Alison & Busby. £ 14.99) 
This intriguing biography covers 
- 10 tempestuous years, between 

Wood's ambition at 19 to be “the 
: . greatest painter that has ever 
; lived" and his presumed suicide in 
i; 1930 beneath an express train. A 
| j patchy talent, he is best known for 
\ > a handful of late canvases, espe- 
; ^ daily the surreal masterpiece 
I; “Zebra and Parachute”. Wood's 
> ; • hectic coupling {Anthony Powell 



remarked scathingly on his “con- 
venient bisexuality") is almost a 
parody of the Jazz Age. His dras- 
tic exit might have been prompted 
by opium, blackmail or sad 
acknowledgement of his “eenius 
in small things". 

The Russian Century by Brian 
Moynahan (Pimlico. £10.00) In 
250 superb pages, Moynahan 
records the incomparable drama 
of Russia over the past 100 years 
with verve and compulsive read- 
ability. The sweep of events is 
illuminated by telling details: 
there were 2 million'nobles, 
including 1000 princes, before 
the revolution: Lenin puzzling a 
posh wigmaker by demanding an 
elderly-looking grey wig for dis- 
guise; Stalin's secret police so 
numerous that they filled whole 
suburbs. After a century of 
upheaval, this great land, 
"freighted with the venal, the cyn- 
ical. the confused and the plain 
crazy”, has still to find peace. 

Famous Last Words edited by 
Sean Costello and Tom Johnstone 
(MercaL £9.99) This diverting 
trawl of 35 obits from The Scots- 
man ranges from “the poor but 
interesting dog" Greyfriars Bobby 
to Marie Slopes, sexologist and 


“authority on coal". The sketches 
reflect their times as much as the 
person. Of Victoria's squiffy 
ghillie John Broun, we leam only 
that “his manner may have 
appeared abrupt if not brusque”, 
while Nicholas Fairbaim is baldly 
described as “a victim of John 
Barleycorn". The overall effect is 
unexpectedly uplifting, as in the 
suggestion that Marxist poet 
Hugh MacDiarmid shouldbc cel- 
ebrated by a “two-minute pande- 
monium". 

Verdi: A Biography by Maty Jane 
Phillips-Matz (Oxford £15.99) 

The American-born author has 
lavished infinite pains on a monu- 
mental life of a man who 
demanded to be ‘left in oblivion”. 
Music-lovers should be grateful 
that Phillips-Matz put her qualms 
to one side. Verdi s genius is tri- 
umphantly celebrated, but the 
man behind the music proves to 
have feet of clay. This is literally 
so, since Verdi was a keen farmer, 
devoting so much time to his 
crops that his musical output was 
threatened. Industrious to the 
end {he wrote Falstaff at 79), 

Verdi is easier to admire than 
love, being irascible with associ- 
ates and a cold domineering hus- 
band. 



The Monsters & the Critics by J 
R R Tolkien (HarperCollins, 
£9.99 J It is hard to think of 
another academic who would be 
honoured by having such arcane 
essays reprinted in a popular edi- 
tion. Surely there have been more 
interesting developments in 
Beowulf studies since the 1936 
lecture which gives this volume its 
title? Such musty material only 
sees the light of day because Mid- 
dle-Earth fans cannot get enough 
of Tolkien - but it is doubtful if 
any of them will make it to the 
end of his essay on Gawaine and 
the Green Knight. But fantasy 
freaks might enjoy “On Fairy-Sto- 
ries", where J R R reveals the 
spooky word “mooreeffoe “ is 
“coffeeroom" seen from inside. 



Portrait of Max Jacob, 1929, 
by Christopher Wood 

Sugar and Other Stories by A S 
By att {Vintage. £6.99) First pub- 
lished in 1987. these stories 
deserve to be reissued. Llnlike the 
rather unappealing fairytales she 
broughl out a couple of years ago. 
this collection is concerned with 
women in real-life situations, 
though there's a hint of post-mod- 
ern self-reference in the allusions 
to reading, writing and story- 
telling. In the best pieces a 
schoolgirl buttles with a head- 
mistress: a middle-aged writer 
unlocks her creative potential 
only to die: and Byatt anticipates 
her Booker-winning novel P< •ses- 
sion with an exploration of fact, 
fiction and Victorian literature. 

The Progress of Love by Alice 
Munro (Vintage. £6.99) Unlike A 
S Byatt. the Canadian writer. 

Alice Munru has built her reputa- 
tion on short stories, and her mas- 
tery of the form is unmatched by 
anyone else. Mostly set in small’ 
lown communities, her tales offer 
a yearning depth of emotion and 
an exquisite use of detail compa- 
rable with Chekhov. By Mime 
sleight of hand, she cun condense 
a complex human relationship 
into a few pages or even sen- 
tences without compromising the 
relaxed, roomy feel of her sivlc. 




Audiobooks 


I f new to Patrick O'Brian, our 
I most brilliant naval novelist 
not excepting C S Forester, 
avoid audio abridgements like 
the plague. Buy full-length 
versions, of which Tlreasoii's 
Harbour (Isis, 12hrs. £35.55) is 
the most recent. Patrick Tull is 
a shade breathy and his 
Spanish and Irish accents 
waver into pastiche, but he 
excels as bluff Cap'n Jack 
Aubrey and copes seamanfulty 
with a varied and vigorous cast 


before the mast. But OBrian’s 
18th and most recent book is 
such a stopgap, dog-leg 
volume - one naval affray and 
only the promise of southern 
hemispheric adventure — that 
you will not miss much by only 
catching an abbreviated The 
\feflow Admiral 
( HarperCollins, 3hrs, £8.99), 
read with confident aplomb by 
Robert Hardy. 

Christina Hardyment 
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and busan Sontag 
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•INDEPENDENT 


ON SUNDAY 


Tomorrow — a bigger and better Independent on Sunday 










?u l «J* * 


Q Will your wife be able to go on working if you move to Downing Street? 

A I see no reason why she shouldn’t. Do you? 

Q I wondered whether Prime Minister is one of the jobs where it is tricky for a wife to have a separate career. 
A Hopefully we are a bit mature about these things. After all, no one said to Denis Thatcher that he 

should stop work. 

Q What keeps you awake at night? 

A The only thing that really makes me lie awake is that something might happen to the kids. 

That really distresses me. With the politics, I know what I want to do. I think I’ve got something to offer. 

I think I can change this country 


EXCLUSIVE: in tomorrow’s new-look 
Independent on Sunday, 
Labour leader Tony Blair talks to 
Rosie Boycott 


WWPENDWT ONMIT.au 


A new second section containing our 
unrivalled business and sports 
pages. This week: a candid interview 
with Arsenal captain Tony Adams 


INDEPENDENT Of* SUNM 


sgendinqi§3 


An extra weekly section full of news, 
features, and ideas on travel, property 
and your money. This week: holidays 
at the world's biggest shopping mall. 


CSTOTEWESI CN SUNOS 



life 

and ih-r critics 




There’s a make-over for the popular 
section on the way we live today. This 
week: Marianne Macdonald slugs it out 
with Ruby Wax 


THE SUNDAY REVIEW 


Now includes 
full seven-day 
TV listings within 
Sunday Preview, a 
comprehensive 
critical guide to the 
week’s television 
and radio 



Plus: the intimate 
thoughts of actor 

Colin Firth, and 
The New Science 
of Health — a new 

series explores ways 
to live longer and be 
healthier. 


DON’T MISS THE NEW FIVE-SECTION INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY - GET IT TOMORROW AND EVERY WEEK 
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11 s f/, e only 
brochure you . f| need 


Country Holidays 


BIG 560 PAGE BROCHURE 


• Widest choice - Over 4,000 quality cottages to 
choose from throughout Britain and Ireland. 

• 1000’s of 1905 prices held. Holidays from £85 per 

week and £60 per Short Break per property. 

• Pets welcome at many cottages. 

• Short Breaks available all year round. 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 

Quoting Co<*«> MKlot 


01282 44572 I 


DORSET FISHERMANS COTTAGE. 
On Chedl beach Portland- Bl eeps 
44. « 604325 pw. Includes offi. 
Winter end carry Spring breaks, 
from C99 far 3 nights. Excellent 
touting centra. Brochure 01305 
770995 

ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES rn idytBc rural sst- 
ting.lfei UIHon Abbes 012SB 
8806S6(brochJ 



kocmw now ovr« 

NEW best ever brochure • 
hot off the press. Don’t • 
delay - phone now! • 

ScatW. Ncrtmbertand. • 

Lakes, Dries, North Y t*k t*oon, m 
Porit Kaoict, Wales. Norfalt, 
Suffolk. Doatt. We* Country. • 


01756 702200 


English Country 

Cottages 

Am UN rivalled 
choice in England"* 
loveliest area*. 
Free 414 page 
colour brochure. 

King 

(01455)852222 

QUOTE itil tUHni 



. COTTAGES loeesDes, tarmhoueu 
< to lodges. Over 2000 carefully 
selected holiday properties 
throughout the UK. B lakes Col- 
- ugas. Free brochure 01282 
• 445777 guofcflLU7M 


Heart Of England 


" KENILWORTH, WARWICKSHIRE. 
Beamed, period, character cot- 
tage. Sleeps 4. Overlooks castle, 
. In conservation nraa. Sorry no 
t pen. Brochure. phonaff re (01926) 
855016 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY: Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boots. (01256)703691. 
BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drive Narrow- 
boat Holidays. Widest choice. 
Beginners very welcome. Tel 
01905726885- 
AWARD WINNING NAHROW- 
BOATS horn 4 cxcaflarrt tac al ton a. 
all quaBTy tourist board graded. 
Short breaks and longer. For free 
Brochure telephone (0121) 
4452909 


Activity Holidays 


CHUDWEN'S SUMMER CAMPS 



CarriaB^AUMosfi 


CKUDRB4 A TEENAGERS 
Fun & Adventure 
Exciting A cti v it i es 

17 Years' Experience 

Superb Facilities 
Escorted Travel 
Experienced S u perv isi o n 
Day & Res id ent ia l Adventure 
HoWays in London. 
Wor ce ster sh ire. S taffordshire. 
Norfolk & Trance 

[■jwirsfwttwn] 

J B,»V t CliU far 2Sdi Feb t 

• ' 6c a* 1 OnldWcek EKH1 [ 


CAMP KMIMHlH 

■ ION 4105, UradrarNWI t7T5* 

ESS 3 EZKE£EE£Sr 


tteWKESaST 
YELLS of cdmbria.- 

■^SNtaosrigfwIdBypmpHtres'^ 
n rinlaio costal ncatlore 
ton WbdMonb ft Brant ^ 
Potter cwrtry w the Bonders. « 

^ Dote HuWoy Coooga ^ 

225*299BXt 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT. 
TAG8S . Hot off the prase near 
1997 bast over colour brochure. 
Phone nowtl 01756 702208 
PATTEROALE HALL ESTATE offers 
range ol e/c accom on private 300 
acre Estate. Sat between UHawa- 
ter and HefveKyn. Brochure 
(017684) 82306. (24 hi) or tax. 
UNIQUE MOUNTAIN COTTAGES, 
Sips 2-22, quality character, log 
tires. The Copper lanes Oonteton 
01539 441 785 (24hrs) Jan Vla08. 
HATHBt SPECIAL COTTAGES hi a 
secret earner of Soutfwrn Lake- 
land.lbh0l 5395 36475 
EDEN . An oasis ol peace In the 
heart Of 2 national 
(Lakes! Dales]. Free 6 

guide. Eden 


■ftm, -friends 

<wl freedom! 

Activity heUrMys forG-tde. 
CM FREE tor^TtWocbire On 

0500740147 


503PeartL»B.tosMMi|B9a99Bi 


ACTION HOLIDAY for 5 to 15 year 
olds. Superb centres In Surrey. 
Staffs 8 Lancs. 1 to 4 stall ratio 
Free brochure Telephone ; 0i?06 
61 4554 (anytime) 

SAILING. WINDSURFING 5 Surf- 
ing. RYA courses & hoMnys on 
the beautiful PmnbtokeaHre 
coast- Colour brochure (01646) 
636642. 


Self Catering UK 


BATH 10M. Tudor Merchant's 
House- Grand but comfortable. 
BeauffiuBy preserved original Inte- 
rior (IMed). Brochure 01373 
630606 


Ireland 



Country Cottages in Ireland 

Come with us ro the 
Emerald Isle, where the grass is 
always greener. 

We offer a magical choice of 
delightful holiday properties in 
Kerry, Cork, Clare and Galway. 
From a convened coach house to 
a Georgian rectory. 

Free Full colour brochure 
RING (0990) 851166 
QUOTE REF G2S8 (24 Hr*) 

Or Warn V 

Counttv Comers in ImlanI'. 

□eft. G258, p.O. Bo\ II, E«i SHtlTcr., 
Ulfjsm LE» 9n. 


~~ 

=c 

n 

E 

1 


COTTAGE I 0 UDAYS 


Among wtoe axane W»c*yi in Cork 
my LMrtdt TMHrxv. CWE GMr. 


7 dene fnry-Maw ancei tmn 
£220 tar ran cl IMS MM 

01756 702241 


IRISH COUNTRY Halfdays - the 
premier choice. Over 300 teffivid. 
uJ cottages, Fenttooueas. Hotels. 
R. Shannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Caravans an to the highest atan- 
. cterds. Marry welcome pets. 

Phone 01 502 580 688 (24 hours) 

' SHAMROCK Cottages, 266 select 
individual cottages hi superb loca- 
, tlons. Disc Fares. AITO. Col Bra 
01823 681060 

CONNEMARA CO GALWAY Cashel 
House Hotel -Garde ns Restaurant 
and RMittfl Stables. Tel: (00363] 

. 9531001. to 31077. 

JOYCES IRELAND; Unique walking 
hoUays. Discover (he Mdden Ire- 
land. W 01934 62301? (Broehtsre) 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL Con- 
nemara. Co. Galway. Elegant 
oasis by the sea. Tbt 
003S3JKL31001. Fax 31077 
ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1997 
100 page brochure now available. 
01254 692699 

IRISH CYCLING SAFARIS. AS a 
on the BBC & 1TV Holiday Pro- 
gramrowi. Week long cycling 
lours for cyclists ol ell abisttoa. 
Luggage transfer and accomoda- 
tion included. Brochure: 7 Dany 
Park. Dublin 6. Tel 00 3531 
2600740/eHmA; IcsQuedJe 
IRELAND Spectate*- Choose from 
overMcoKwes. 0J282 445726 
(UH131) 


UNIQUE CATERED HOUDAY. You 
got the best aspects of eott-calar- 
Ing without the work. As we sup- 
ply ALL Pw food, 69ra* and more. 
Leaving you to wptare the beauti- 
ful Beam Peninsula or to rata by 
a fire looking at the spectacular 
sea view. Brochure from 
Cahamoumatn Hofldaya 0171 
7377116 

GLORIOUSLY GHSN caimryMde, 
spectacular coasts A mounts - an 
ancient land wtm a rich historical 
a cuBural trade ion. Whore? Nontv 
em Ireland. Tel 0800 282662 

IRISH VEGETARIAN ratreaL Sips 
aSedurted.No mod 

cons.Blke.taat A boots roe. 
015395 52094 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLOS Specialists- Choose 
from over (60 cottages. 01262 
445726 (UH134) 

LUXURY COTTAGE toyffic situation, 
sips 4. Short breaks. Easter Avail 
07789 72O8B0 

NEAR MORTON IN MARSH Enjoy 
weokemL’mfdwaek/nook tn cosy 
yet specious 1713 cottage 
Antiques, inglenDok. CH. ftre. 
Sumy garden. £32/ night for 2 up 
to £72 lor 8. Less weekly. 0t629 
583794. 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE East Anglia cot- 
tages. 1997 «*«■ brochure. Pots 
welcome. Tel: (01756) 702240. 


Devon & Cornwall 


COT TAG I: 

HOLIDAYS 

Exptrunadoiflagr 
orfandioiRgtuded 
inbcaaSMiwd/ f'i 
aaP&dwt - / 
loutioQL / 
Superior sdccSca 

BtwniRrgtsfcrd 

••'C-.-E013 

1 


NORTH DEVON 

Cottaon and 
jpnmncus 
ortnoottawj. 
Peacrfolk vtan 

tdgr of rrond r d 

rh«r^n(e. al the 
heart olThc 
EanoorSaUniuJ Part 
FhW« Matthew Oxeaham 
«01S98 753307 
Postcode BESS 8BR 



DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Barns, pooL bar. Tel 01548560964 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hoi oh the press new (997 bast 
ever eotaur brochure. Phone 
RMfl 01 758 702201 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout (01752) 
260711. 

CORNWALL TRADITIONAL CITttl 
cottages on peaceful farm. 6m 
Port teeacand beaches. Horse rid* 
I and cycling avail T«r 01208 


Cornish ■ ThuGtmri 
Cottages 

Sdr-cuaing 
cottages 
on both coasts 
of Cornwall and on Sally 
Far ner FREE brodree 'pfoae 
0120B 872559 
usrwmnEL oonnoLL ns «r 
7 4«y ta(M>l Scfw teraepa 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE n the 500 
beer retire eamgm Jn Devon 
(01271)76322. 

OrmSHAM DARTMOUTH. Cturac 
ter houM. Superb river views, 
beds. Garden. Ideal sailing, golf 
Dog welcome. TN 015*8 581139 
About Hina you had a break? Well 
look no fwthec We have over ICO 
delightful c haracter cartages in 
idyllic unspoilt areas of Devon 
Dorset- Call Toad Halt Cottages 
01548853069 
RIVER DART BfC accom for up fo 12 
avail. JriyfAuQ . (B1 803) 722 362 
CORNWALL SpectaHsts. choose 
from over 360 cottages. 01282 
44S726(tJH121) 

DEVON 5 SOMERSET SpedaBsts 
Choose from over 500 cottagos 
01285 445726 (UH 122) 

W/END RETREAT SALCOMBE. 
cosy Coach Him U/hr CH. W.B 
Stove. Sips 4. Parties Court hae 
and Lodge. Sips 9-20. 01530 
242409. 

FOWEYfPOLRUAN. Charming 
watSftkfe cottages. Superb maws. 
Central Homing. Dinghies avail- 
able. tos wefcomo ours 
344667 


Dorset 


English Country 
Cottages 

An unrivalled 
m dtoice throughout 

Dotml 
F ree 444 page 
colour brochore. 

Ring 

(01455) 852222 

QUOTE E451 (Z4Hn) 



The Lake District 


Tourism. 01271 22214 (24hra] 
HILUHWATTE HOUSE. Wtnder- 
marq. Thombarrow Road, over- 
looking lake. Ad rooms enoulie 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) Satel- 
Itts TV, teamaktng. Sauna, Tylo 
Steam Room and heated Mrror 
pool solely tar our gu 
2nlghts, 5cours8 Anner BAB 
rocLVAT only £99, 3ntghts only 
nsa Brochure; 01 5394 43636 
BOOT, ESKDALE . Award whining 
character cottagos In Lakelands 
finest VWley TM (019*6)723100 
PRIVATELY OWNED BUNGALOW 
at Hewkesheed nr Ambletide pho- 
tos * details 7U. (0 161) 7485140 
SOUTH LAKES Baranffid cottage. 6 
rKHvomokera. Available all year. 
Fab Hatf4arm apactaL TMephonef 
to 01642 645860 


Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

Aitiiur Htnrf* dm c « * t i 
BUkrnry. Nr. Hob, Norfolk. 
Overlooking National Tnm 
Harbour, iradroooal pn»alciy 
owned Triendh hotel with 60 
bedrooms, lift, heated indoor 
pool, spa bath. Muons and mmi 
gym. Relax, walk, sail play golf. 
explore lire Norfolk vjfljgo. 
oounuynde and coast 
Spedal rates for Senior Qthfae 
MMwcek sad Weekend Breaks 
Brochure: 01263 740797 


WELLS4IEXT-THErSEA. SAs cottage 
steeps 4+1 4 cot Dogs weicoms. 
Own car park. Weakly lels/ahort 
breaks, let (0i4esj 51805a 


Northumbria 


BAMBURGH Large house overfoolt- 
mg castle. £309650 pw. S Key 
commended. Weekend breaks. 
Telephone (0191) 2328058 

(office). 

SUPERB cottage*. Northumbria, 
York Deles. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 345700. 


The Peak District 


-PEAK COTTAGES- Quality SIC 
accom. In Derbyshire Da les a nd 
Peaks. Brochure 01 142 620777 
peak DISTRICT Specialists 
Choose from over 260 collages 
01282445726 (UH126) 


Pembrokeshire 


LITTLE HAVEN. Wed equipped vil- 
lage house, steeps 6. 100 yds 
beach. Tel. Shore (01432) 352121 
(day) or (01497) 821376 leva) 


Suffolk 


SOUTHWOUI CoesL Ouakty ootte. 
Sip £'10. Short breaks. Brochure 
Senate secrets — CHJ79 661297 


Sussex 


SEDLESCONBE. BtickwaO Hotel 
Bento. Tudor Manor Wfoter/Spring 
breaks. 2 rtigrts £90 pp OB4B. ad 
nr accom free, pay £2S on/y tor 
dinner & brealdnsL RAC respni 
rent award 91-96. Tel (Of 424) 
B702S3 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludlow, 3 Mght breaks from 
£75 CotourBroch. 0150*823209 


If you 
wish to 
advertise 
in this 
section 
please 
telephone 
the 

Travel 

Team 

on 

0171 

293 2222 


Scotland 



l Jnloch a 
cottage in 
Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 

properties in the 
most beautiful areas 
of Scotland. From 
stone-built cottages 
and gamekeepers* 
lodges to historic 
mansions and grand 
ancestral homes. 
FREE 

84 PAGE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 851133 
QUOTE 5359 (24 Hrs/ 
0« Warn; 
03UJ4DUT COTTAOEi 
In Scotland. Dot. $35*», 
RO. Box 18. Earl Shilton, 
Leicester lev sty. 


■CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 3.000 self-catering 
properties in all anas 
luxury houses to 

croft cottages. 
Write nr phone 
for brochure; 



30 Frederick Sl 
inburgh EH2 2JR 



_ Superb ideal cm 

of gieu value self catering 
cottages S house! m 
beautiful Dumfries & Calloway 

NEW FOR 97 - LODGE BY THE SA 

FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 
C. M. THOMSON & CO. 

27 ft* Seed. Cattle Douglas. DG7 IA6 
ftfc 01556 504030 Far DISH 503277 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off the press new 
1997 best ever colour brochure, 
dll 01756 702213 


Discover Scotland, corn! . ale cotta. 
Pets waL Cd. broch. 01764 

ntT AAi t 

030V30 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE in quiet 
Dutntimaehtra ctztservation vil- 
lage. Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 
Highly commended 5 Crowns, 
tom 050pm. 01848500228 

ISLAY. COTTAGE SLPS 6 overtook, 
tag sandy beach. (01451) 8*4708 
Evenlnge only. 

ISLE OF MULL Tobermory . Lux bun- 
galow. Stpe a Avail lor holiday 
tela. £Z75pw. Brochure 01688 
302276 

SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 
from over 540 cottages. 01262 
445726 (UH127) 

PERTHSHIRE NH ABERFELDY 
south facing hhl farmhouse. 
Superb views at river. Loch 8 
m ou nt a i ns. M mod-cone. Steeps 
9M0. Brochure erasable. Phone 
01436 679204. 


Wales 


\Coastai Cottages 

ofPtmbtakahiit 
Cbme froB over 40U 
luxury caruges. ottle* 
rad even hghihnnm fcir 
ynr tenuly hotidiy . 



Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An t'S Rivrllld choice 
in the best artn of Vales. 
jV- Fiee 68 page 
coloor brochure 
HIVC (04401 85 1 122 
Qionvia: riaBni 


BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Ouer 190 self dieting cottages, 

, some sleep up lo 30. Many kss 
Iban £230 per weds hxf<b season. 

01874 676446 


travel 

uk, overseas 


West Country 


Helpful holidays 

for Wes Country raff-catering. 

Hup ronayol over CO ccMees. 

lsmcniibl 
AS vwdfr dBdbvd *ed 
WoBteodmrt 

01647 433535 

ora vriurfte t»- 



Yorkshire & The Dales 


/-Holiday -v 
x Cottages ' 

Ills 

yMBttn DiIb. YWl Cotd. 

Moere,PtakALa)aDia£rtd 

Over 200 toper Mlt-eattffog 
cottages. Write or pteae for our 

fcjfelnstrawlSocfWR 

*(01756) 700872 

HoBcby Cottages YMahlra Ltd. 


rmiFlB BEAUTIFUL HENNOVATH3 
Stone Barns, Seep 4 to 17, pels 
welcome, brochuw 0800 85*309. 


Balearics 


EXCLUSIVE Villas In MMtarea. to- 
lerate & Menorca. Cokxr brochure 

James VlUe Holidays 01732 
840846 ATOL 2730. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Malloroan term- 
houses wtth pools In unspoilt 
arses. PoMnsa & South EasL 
019S4 261431 AITO ATOL 2787. 


Corsica 


A superb <«lectu.<n ol quality 
choracUT cottages in Ihe 
ifollhn)l>tthne Ccvrst tKnr.il 
Park. All prt'portwv furnished 
to the higlu-!* standard*. 

FVm nun ten tT— nlocr t*n«±ore 

01239-881397^ 



tup 


c /7? best in 
self'Cateri/z# 

SSS atBEty cottag 
and farmhouses 
tfiroughout Wales OS) 


01686 625267 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ueyft 
pennmsuta. Coastal and coumry 
cottages and fonnhouses. Nefyn 
Hctidsys 01758 720S74 

, TENBY. Bauntte ra taoi & Pan- 
broksslvro. 400 tedhUttoal self 
canring homes near beautiful 
be*hes and cotRtoyBtae. Frank b 
M ason. Dept 19. SUODan SL 
Tfarby. 01834 845000 (24hrs). 

1 N. WALES 1.000 conges, etc 
Manns, Shews. Snowdonia 
Tourist 01758 701 702 

ANGLESEY ft SNOWDONIA, tfanai 
Holiday Cottages tor 2-20 
Broctnsn 01248 717135. 

GOWER Idyllic 3 crown 1 7C larm- 
houae en suite a B 8 E M. E2E50 
Log fitee. licensed ber , fishing 
Which? boil 0! B. AA/RAC 
Brochure 01 2G9 595640 

SUPERB COTTAGES Wetosjfisn 
brt*JJates I LaJro*J 1 ealts Sykes 
Cottagec 01244 3*5700 

! GOWER. Mumbles, Swarms 120 
collages, houses, Rats. Home 
from Home 01792 360624. 

, WALES SpewUteta. Choose irom 

OVttT41003rtOOOS 01282 *£5726 

(UH128) 



crystal doer riven, waterfalls 
and baaudto! sododad beaches. 

Small ( Friendly Auberget 
Mountain inni Secret Retreats 
Beadnide Villas end Apartments 
CtaiSic Hotels By-dnve Cycling 
97 SAanboR RoaA UnSoo WE eOH. 
CaaknxmnMKi UtaSNS 


0171-385 8438 


GIRDED WALKING holidays fo the 
majestic valleys S mountains ol 
unspoilt Corsica. W Headwater 
01606 40522 for '97 brochure. 
ATOL 2412 Aim 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
ha u see In unspoilt areas. Flue 
fills, ffydrives, escorted tours. 
SUNVIL 0181-6474748 AITO 
ATOL808. 

CYPRUS. LIMASSOL. Comfortable 
1 or 2 bedroom Cal 2S0m all 
amenities 6 sea. Detalle 0181 547 
1854. 


WOT COUNTRY COTTAGES. 
Lands End to the New Forest 
Coastal, Mootiend awmerstas 
Location. W 01626 333678. 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


tOggHIBB's DALES 
ttOORS and COAST— 

★ SdfcatanghaMey 
p rj pertiPRinird locators 
. Tram Brrrre. Hanot , 
4r and Hartbeat Cotrtiy X 
lotheCoao. 

^ PfiteHoBdayCoOBgR* ^ 

01756799821 


HAWES. WENSLEYOALE. 40 Coun- 
try Cottages. Pets welcome. 
Brochure. 0196B 667 664 

SUPERB cottages. Yorks Dales. 
Northumbria, lakes, Peate- Syfcet 
Cottages 01244 345700 . 

COTTAGES Yorkshire lnd. York 
Colour Brochure 01845 587860. 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Haworth 
Court Hotel. Brochure 01904 
42S156 


Canaries 


EXCLUSIVE VUa holidays In Lsro 
araie. Tenerife & Fuerteventum 
colour brochure James VBla Hofl- 
days 01732 B40846 ATOL 2730. 


Corsica 



□Licover ibe Meditemncao'* 
bat-kept lead, as (itend of 
glnnouN braebes rad spectaniter 
mouauats, uecunished by men 
laurt'ori. We ofTct villas with 
pools, seaside cadvites. mooiuam 
jnbenccs and stylish hotels, phis' 
He«Me 'Wenieriog;' WiitejA. 

0181 995 9323 

RMiVLUT JOTOLieB AITO 


The Corsican 
Aid 2647 

Corsica 


ricon/>J 

JQ 


Specialist 

AfTCl 

Places 


Superb vltos ' n/ with pods. 
roraiaCTOl vito(jc houses, pretty 
ap a rt ! nans, (rienly hotels. 
01424 774366 fax 774879 
- 07000 corrica - 
amtxtna .co.uk/cwto 


Germany 


EJFEL. BLACK FOREST, Bavaria. 
Chsmtlng entel hoteie frn C22pp 8 
apn fin £293 pw. Also Austria. 
Slovenia A Croatia. Auto Plan 
01543 257777 

GERMANY - Dally low cost (Bgho 
and hotel accommodation. ATI 
major credit cards. Please can 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2900. AHTA 90685 ATOL 2977 
IATA. 

MOSW1N TOURS ABTA VI 906 
ATOL 2809 4 AITO. TrueapeciBl- 
is& for Germany. Al types of hoik 
days. TbL (01 16)2719222. 


Portugal 


r\ .fiCIVID JAl T«VV£i.l=?3 

Portugal. 


UoUdmf propertias Upoagbaat 
tbc teort dcbgbtinl 
am& of Portugal. 

FUE COLOUR 
BROC8URE 
RING 

(0990) 148682 
(NOTTHFriH 

NAT 


k Uiroc^pooi 


BARBARA READ VILLA RENTALS 
Spedalie! In Lagoe/PraJa da Ua 
area 01535 653021-01706 32806 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Ftalbto fly- 
drives north to south. Character 
BB Pousadas, Manor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOLB08. 

EXCLUSIVE Villas hi VUamoura A 
ATbufoira cotour brochure James 
Vila HoUays 01732 B40846 ATOL 
2730. 

ALGARVE. Casa Son ho vllta nr 
Alvor. Stas 8. Maid, own pool. 
BBQ, Sal TV. Convameni golf, 
beach, bars etc. Tel. 101429) 
261524. 


PnnuSll lor tiu DtetntintTraTrikT 


--—X SIMPLY 


Tn»h inJnidoal Mils' »ilk [«»4'. 

uim.rta**-' jnJ«ln.ic<l 
Ipurt' ml pi j1j> Jll met lh|. 
Ij^.ojiinr .™ur FkxiNc 
Wjmknrr' Mnb«' fiol-. 

|4o> wre anJ ju'ijmn pMUmi; ml 
(♦•r-Vijf** ««k 

0181 995 9323 

until jit owns uio 


ALGARVE. Lagos Beautiful VBla 
with pool, tennis court, maid, TV. 
Sleeps 8T9, available July and 
August For colour info tel. 01749 
674479 or 0044351 82 799038 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL. Cottages 
with pools In unspoilt North. 
0195* 261431. ATOL 2797 ATTO 


Russia 


ST. PETERSBURG. City breaks 
brochure INTERCHANGE 0181 
681 3612. ATOL 2429 


Spain 


Spain i 


Port ugal & Ma deira 


Paradwes. Cotimy nouses & hates m ■urascoveretf 
Spain, MjJtoTQ 3 Canary Islands Daybreaks. 

Fly drive. Frmes. Coaches S Heabte ta*r made 
opOona Pun Portugal AMadeuas Pcwsadas. 

Un> Muses teWMO gja >ni»fin 
or era 


MUND/ COLOR 


0171-828 6021 



i5nivior.iL 
TK.im.LUS 

SPAm 

Tratlillnnul 
farm In nisnts*. couaecs. 
apart nn; tit's ilii< 1 
vtilefic han**-> In 
cnminfirit Spain 
uiul I’ortujiaf. 

Many with pi ml. 

FRXSB COLOUR BROCHURE 
SING (0990) 148682 
QI'ilTI; RF.F KS4«w 
n> <m< 

Inriltlriaal Tnrrlbi<> Siola. 
iV|ii rsosri. Bico-i. 
tinlborV'Uffk W 
Up PHJUKJTl 

77 Il-SKKIC'O 

ANDAUJC1A , beautiful olive min & 
pool In mm tillage nr Rhonda Gt 
views. Dora, tauna S.C opts for 2- 
12 AS comforts |0)346) 674361 
PUERTO DE MAZARrtON. SouOwm 
Spate. Vteas & apart mo n t s. somo 
with pools. Sandy beaches. 
Phono lor brochure. Uasarren Vi- 
las. 01487 710337 
EXCLUSIVE Vrflas In Morara. Javoa 
and Catae colour broefnae James 
VUa HoBdayt 01732 8*08*6 atcl 
273a 

AN DA LUCIA Extremadura. CastlOe 
La Mancfu. DiftJncflve » ewop- 
banal coi mtr y properties with pri- 
vate pods In mtenshro grounds m 
wonderhd rand to cations fires 
Travel 01403 =59788 124 hrsl 
ABTA ATOL 1 452 ADU 
VILLAS with private pods 
' JamiAftsa Fr £299 pwk 
Brochure 01243 842133 Aspects 
d Spain Ltd. 

MENORCA. Oukrt com! a bdnn, 2 
baft vSte, nr sanoy beach. Rant 
from CS49 toimigin. 01329 
842251. 


Turkey 


Turks) fer the Pi*w»tet 
Travotkr 


— ' SIMPLY 

./nrkrv 


Piavici 4 ikllfklnl) J.fI-1.,,1 

TinLrv. nai ham ik‘ ru.n Iran. 

Ktfk our unique ranpe ol Hal 
coturrv. «IU.i *Uh p>*4' “J 

rncsJli Wrl. hg.iwIInNr 
fiVnlnair' irurnirnr. 'fw.ul 

nincu bnlhlrv fold war Jikl 
l^anbat wi heJ* 

0181 995 9323 

*BT*\mT graiq urn 


WINTER SUN In North Cyprus tram 
£289 tor 2 weeks, all roclucwe. 
tolra 7i**d. Of 71-383 7701. Aral 
2392. 


SPANISH 


Villas wtrti swimming pools, 
cottagos and village houses In 
quiet scenic locations 

Dui iel«clion loelijies oujlilv 
properties in ihe nw,i drtighrful 
•oastai or mountain lingo 
ANDALUSIA CANTABRIA 
Fly-d'ivp furry 
V7 HumWi Hojd LcwKfton WS HQH 

**•>» RTwra . 4i‘orw>® 


0171-385 8127 


r Unspoilt Catalonia ] 

SPAIN 

QaafiTf Villas 
Apts. & Hotels. 


Ih 


CASAS CANTABRICAS 1897 
brochure at cottage holidays In 
beautiful, unspoilt regions ol N 
Spam & Portugal 01223 328721 
AITO. 

GUIDED WALKING ho&daye 
through the forgotten vffiagea ol 
Andteucta A in tho tooth ms of the 
Pyrene es W Hentfwaior D1B06 
42220 tor 97 brochure. ATOL 
2412 AITO. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houses 
wilt) pools In unspoilt areas of 
CoBfonya, Andakicta 8 Mallorca. 
01954 261431 AITO ATOL 2787 
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The Complete Escorted Tour Experience HM Jy 

Se rtice Offered Free Frem Over 1100 UK Points On Al Bates. 

Now hocking through Octcber 1996 to November 1957. 

16 MAGICAL 

around the clifiEside, or the 
- millionaires’ playground and 
r padficside golf course of 17 Mile 
Drive? A number of tours claiming 
t«w |s to be Ihe best of the West’ leave 

out ah or some of this. Others omit m. 

San Dif^o, witb its lush paridands and glorious harbourside to 

Btan’sunrivalled knowledge of California, you can en]oy the tuUe^>™“ 

that has captivated so many thousands of our cheats over the years, g 

♦ Experience sane of America's mas ^ — 1 

exciting and beautiful tines, todudlng 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Diego 

and Las Vegas. 

♦ Specnoilar loumeys along the California 
Pacific coastline arid through “Western' style 
desert landscapes. Oak Creek Canyon, ibe 
Serra Nevada and great national parkland. 

♦ Ounce to oplore stumdng Yosmie National 
Park, boasting perhaps the finest namral scenery < 
in tbe USA and to sand cp against die 3000 year 

old giant Redwood trees. 

♦ Well situsaed holds, with excellent bedrooms 
and en-soMe bathrooms. 

♦ Drive u die rim of die Grand Canyon, one of die 
worlds most incredible natural wonders. 

♦ Tour of Hollywood, todnding Sunset Boulevard 
and Mann* Chinese Theatre. 

CALIFORNIA'S SUNSHINE 

♦ five nights to rdax in die idyllic setting of San 
Diego's harbour, host 10 the world yachting 
fraternity, in the Garion Hotel located dose go the 
fashionable Gasfaunp Quarto; ideal for San 
Diego's many attractions, from Sea World 10 ibe 
Spanish Quarter to the world’s most famous zoo. 

♦ Taking the Big Stir coastal route to San Smeoo. 
we bout the magnificently outrageous Hears* Castle 
aod stay overnight 21 tbeQuaBty Inn Hold. 


rirf 

U 


f 



>ANGELES 

r« ' , ™ K 

fultaayat 

Disneyland (with - 

oar coa^liments). Staying 
at Anabeim, dose to tise ^rk entrance, 
you can enjoy the attractions throughout me uay uy 
taking advantage of your multiple-eiiry ticket, ' 
ndng (be courtesy bus that runs to and fro hourly 
between your hotel and die park. 

COAST - 12 days from £746* 

a Overni gh t at the lovely seaside resort of Monterey, 
where srefc and otters disport alongside the 
attractive pier We vial beautiful Cannd and 
journey along the celebrated 17 Mile Drive. 

9 Three ni^us to enjoy the fine Holiday bm Golden 

Gateway overlooking peerless San Francisco with 
Us rhsrraoafn 1 big-dipper streets and fasdnating 
harbour views, fine buildings, colourful Chinese 
shopping area and 


E&' 


Quarter, sumptuous , . 

wonderful choice of entertainment. 

Our Service Makes a World of Difference! 


RBJU( FROM THE SWRT WITH OUR UNXJUE 
FREE VIP LOCAL DBWTTURE SEHV1CE 
Enjoy the kswy of our ligffy tonad unfeniMd doufen 
<*MiQ to your depaffiie Bhport In ora superb modem 
wMn. Because Twy seat a matfiun of tegM passangets 
in alrtr»-cfta ccrnfart, you drect nxte Irtwlves a rrmmurn 
of stops, 'itiu can sit bat*, your luggage taken caret* and 
start to enjoy )*X5 holday tawing tha Tian taam of ahpot 
staff «l be Bn to got you. 

OR CHOOSE OUR SHUTTLE SBMCE 
As an atamatiw to iu local itapartue 9Broce we are 
plaased to be a&te to offer oomaefing *ghte tarn Jansy. 
Guernsey, BebsL GtaBgrw EtJnburgh, Atontean, Inwmess. 
Nflwcssaa Bymouft Nrii i rpay anriMancftastar. 


OUR ABTPOHT SSW1CE - Oia ahport sbB are A B» 

luretan termtaata to asstal wtfi al dnekta Biangemarts and 
drect you to Ttai Sansport on yuur Mm. We usual/ hoe 
our own deck-n desk fcr mnkiun speed and WUency 
TOPSCHaXJLHJAJraJfCS-WeusBonfyschecUed 
w» rha vreritft teaefng aMnes. 

OUR HOTELS- Among the best lor loeffiion and comfort 
OUR TOlffi MANAGERS • Fftenffiy. hfcnnafrre and an 
cal 2< hare a day farjow complete peace of mini 
OLffl COACHES -CordortBtt^nwJenLarcontlBaned 
coacfiing throughoia. 

OUR mNBTA«ES - CreffiBd by us wtti Brtfah tastes oi 
nM pw mflt%igual comtanJanaB) inebding In ffa price al 
major d&ations and s^Mtap feus 



bi«ti|h ^^^^^ 01737760033 

jpieee sendlntemtoion ontha fotowmg tours; (please tick) 


4796813, 

{ CaHarnia and tfteGokJBnIMaiO USA □UStaCwadaEaMCoaaO Canada QAtslralsstaQ | 
| SouftAJriraaTTmlandQkWdteEasia Europe □ 'fear «Trava1- 1996 □ 1987 □ 
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i Postcode 

! Titan Travel Ltd., HTToure House, 26-30 Holmffihorpe Awnua, Radhlfl, Sunay. RH1 34L { 




Explore the wide world at an 
easy pace on a Real holiday” 

Rambler*' escorts I walking, exploring and siglilaceiug Ivlidays ewer ihe 
world. Ptiysicilly rd'mdung, meiuafty rewarding ami great fun too; 
wnntlerhii for lovers of lulls, mnnffi abta, and great amient rifles. Small 
partii-s. nice Itotris, air and coacli departures. All Lnlulays graded. 
Droclniro nn request, tins winter's with 80 + different In >b*tnys includinR 
cross- crenry .siding. Main 1£*97 wrtli over HO hotiil.rji all over the worll. 
Walk, trek, irplore, sightsee, cross -countr)’ ski -you'll love il 
Free 1997 brochures 

Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS 

Box 43, Wckwyn Gardes ALS 6PQ 
K.iruil.fLimhito. Ural pipe*, core 



Africa 



CAPETOWN WINE LANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 

TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 

A unique selection of Classic 
Holds, Game Reserves and 
Charming Homes 8 Gardens. 
RydnvewirtitaPKl togte ro Dutun 
Lape Pmn. Wiannetun), Haros 

South African Affair aioi 23W 
i’7 Hurebwi Road. London W68QH 


0171-381 5222 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Hy-d rives to 
Namibia. Zimbabwe 8 the Cape. 
Plus safaris to Skeleton Coast, 

Botswana 6 Zambia. Totally Tlajo- 
bte. Guesi rams, ousbeampa 8 
etiaroeier accom. 0181 232 8777. 
AITO ATOL B08 


Australia 


AUSTRALIA & 
NEW ZEALAND 




Complex TaHor Made New Zealand 
Itineraries a speciality 

SPECIAL OFFER 
FUGHTS TO HEW ZEALAND 
ON AR NEW ZEALAND 


9* 


taefudgs 2 FREE Fhgms vrtTiin New 
Zoaland or a free return Eurostar Qchet 
Departures- 16 Apr - 30 June 
> haimraiima V M»bin 

IRMO. fora fa.M nr M, M. 


tai^rmade 
JJJ flteteteEr» mtea 

0138640891 


CaLLOl 3S6 *0901 FOR DETAILS AND BOOK DIRECT 


Caribbean 


STUNNING CUBA! INTERCHANGE 
Tel: 0181 861 3812 ATOL 2429 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 




If you have a complaint about an item in this newspaper 
which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, harassment or 
discrimination, write lo the editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied you can wriie to the 
Press Complaints Commission . 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for ihe Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCC’s DECISIONS 

1 SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8 AE 

Telephone tin 35.1 124fi Facsimile m?| 353 jjWS 

This spate has hem litruued he the publisher 


Far East 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Thailand. Vta- 
n»n. Highly ti&obla tours and riy. 
dnvBB for Individuals. 0161-847 
4748 AITO AT0L8I8. 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Costa HKa, 

Bmi We individual tours & 
ffydrivtw. Jungle lodges, nature 
0181.847 4748 MT0 




Cam 


Wafldng holidays 
for 20s/m!d 30s 

Small arened fnenrfly parties 
- exploring & sghLwfais In 
Europe, Morocco, Canada ft 
Souk Africa for the twenties lo 
mid think* src range. Bra] 
holidays graded from tighisceJn* 
lo tough mounLtiu mlk3. Tuurist- 
Has hotel*, jnoiiy scheduled 
Ilighls. At Oasis well rcaDy ove 
y«J a buzz - Brodnat tree 

OASIS HOUDAYS 

Tek 01767 373M8 Fks 333376 
Bn 43. ffehtyn Ctentes AL8 6PQ 
l^tevai mm 


USA. 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 


A superb collection of 
coastal, lakeside Sr inland 

properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE 132 PAGE BROCHURE 

CALL: 

(0990)143686 (24 Hn) 
Quote Ref. N288. 

ATOiKM 




J 


Aweac uonreseucrtoacf we 
I Ftasr villas h AHummRS or 
1 17 sms wim niSHniom 

I ResmuLAiraoRR . I 
[call how for our ktooms 


01727 841330 


1 ABifcvsirawoeaswArtQ- J 

NEW ENGLAND - Cape Cod and 
Vermont. Superb fwnfly worts' 
and private houses- Bridgowster 

Travel ABTA V727H. BrOCfi fff« 
707 8784 

ST. PETE BEACH FL. 1 Mrmtom. 
api on waka; mdk to tMpe3890 ^ 
per month. 001 813 3878088 . 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS- D* 
Hncilvelni»ftlten8ylMmA«* - 
Mop fftg^rte to Boston, frrocta* 

Lkir0l7Z78S221i.Fi#yfwnd8d. 

ABTA V51B* AffO AT0L2BW. . 


Travel Advertising 
continues on page 12 
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Barbara, rugged Bio^ 
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Sweet dates 

i n a desert city 

Chris Caldicott finds age-old hospitality 
in the souks of modern Oman 


F rom the air. I had seen Oman 
many rimes: rugged mountains, 
miles of seductive coast, white 
towns linked by long, black roads 
across an infinity of sand, under an infin- 
ity of sky. I had even been down there, but 
only to change planes and spend weary 
hours in the transit lounge. Despite all the 
glossy chrome of the futuristic airport the 
people drifting in and out were dressed in 
the traditional regalia of the Arabian 
desert and suggested a far more exotic and 
timeless land. I wanted to know what it was 
really like. 

Set at the mouth of the Gulf, between 
Arabia, Iran and the Indian subcontinent, 
Oman has for centuries been a trading 
nation. Early Arab conquests in the first 
wave of Islamic expansionism created 
both markets and protection, and Omani 
traders and shipbuilders made fortunes. 

By the 16th century this wealth bad 
attracted the attention of resurgent Euro- 
pean powers. In 1507 the Portuguese cap- 
tured Oman and began a century-and-a- 
half of cruel occupation. 

By the end of the 17th century, while 
the Portuguese, Dutch and British 
expanded their empires elsewhere and 
fought each other, Oman’s power and 
wealth recovered. In the early 1800s its 
own empire incorporated the Somali 
coast of Africa, Zanzibar and parts of 
Persia and Baluchistan. Dhows full of 
slaves, spices and frankincense gener- 
ated great riches, until 1856 when jeal- 
ous rivalry between the Sultan's two sons 
split the sultanate. One son took ail the 
African possessions, the other stayed 
with Arabia. Then slavery was abolished. 
This brought a weakened Oman into 
direct confrontation with the British 
Navy, the inheritor of Portuguese sea 
power. Fuelled by a combination of 
moral righteousness, economic calcula- 
tion and naval technology, Britannia 
ruled the waves. Oman went into 
decline. 

Under a lineage of conservative and 
autocratic sultans, Oman, reduced to 
fishing and date cultivation, dwindled into 
obscurity until the middle of this century. 
Then oil was discovered and the country 
began the business of reunification. 

Keen to secure access to the emerg- 
ing oil fields, the British aided Sultan 
Said bin Tairaar in subjugating the sub- 
versive Imam of Nizwa and his rebel- 
lious hill tribes. It was the fierce con- 
servatism of this imam that made it too 
dangerous for Wilfred Thesiger to enter 
the area during his explorations of the 
Omani deserts. Despite rapidly expand- 
ing oil revenues. Said bin Taimar 
showed little enthusiasm for mod- 
ernising Oman's semi-feudal society. In 
a bloodless palace coup in 1970 his 
more worldly son Qaboos was manipu- 
lated into power. Today he is the 
absolute ruler of a centrally controlled 
and clearly defined sultanate, although 
rebellion in the remote southern district 


Oman essentials 


Red Tape: The trickiest part of any 
trip to Oman is getting a visa, so 
you may decide cither to apply for 
one before booking tickets or join 
an organised tour (in which case 
some of the work will be done for 
you). 

If you are travelling independently: 

1. Get an application form from the 
Visa Department. 167 Queen's Gate, 
London SW7 SHE (0171-589 2840), by 
personal application or by post (enclose 
aSAE). 

2. Complete and return the form 
together with a letter from your 
employer, or a bank statement 
showing you have sufficient funds to 
sustain you in Oman. You will need to 
send your passport, plus a fee of £30. 

3. Vfeit about a week. 

Getting there: Direct flights are 
available from Heathrow to Muscat on 
British Airways and Gulf Air, but fares 
tend to be high (around £550 through 
discount agents). Fares are lower if you 
change planes. Flightbookers (0171-757 
2444) has a Care on KLM of around 
£400 return from numerous UK 
airports via Amsterdam; Techno Travel 
(0171-482 0414) has a fare on Kuwait 
Airways via Kuwait of £439 including 
tax. 

Tours: Jasmin Tbur* (01628 531121) 
offers nine-day four-wheel-drive tours 
for £1072 per person. Cox and Kings 


of Dhofar was not finally crushed until 
the Eighties. 

Despite such recent turmoil, within 
minutes of leaving the airport at Seeb, 
you feel Oman to be a very friendly and 
safe country. If there is a price to be paid 
for this security, then it is perhaps the 
obsessive personality cult of the ruler. 
Qaboos’s image is everywhere, and the 
media report loyally and incessantly on 
his sayings and doings. But the distrib- 
ution of wealth has been equitable (dis- 
sidents may claim shades of another 
strongman, Lenin), and health, care, 
education, housiag and communica- 
tions are highly developed and freely 
available. 

When we arrived, the intrigue of the 
Arabian desert still seemed frustrating^ 
far away. An FM rock station accompa- 
nied the Jeep ride into the capital; with 
the sea on one side and emerging sky- 
scrapers on the other, it felt flee Cali- 
fornia. 

Yet not everything old has been 
destroyed in the rush to modernity, even 
in the city. The palaces of old Muscat, the 
elegant old merchants* houses around the 
dhow harbour, and the souk at Mutrah, 



(0171-873 5000) has 11-day tours for 
£1875. In February 1998, ACE Study 
Tburs (01223 835055) has a guided 
geographical adventure for £2095. 

Further information: There is no 
tourist office in the UK, but you can 
try calliog the information officer at 
the Embassy of the Sultanate of 
Oman on 0171-225 0001. Lonely 
Planet’s Arab Gulf States (£12.99) is 
up-to-date and has a sensible 80-page 
chapter on Oman. 

How to visit a small portion of Oman: 
Get a cheap flight to Dubai, then catch 
a local bus (fare £1.50) to the town of 
Hatta. Although there are no border 
posts, a longish stretch of the desert 
journey passes through northern 
Oman. 

Rhianrton Batten 


are all well preserved. The souk is gen- 
uinely exotic and full of exciting wares. 
However, it’s all strangely clean and 
respectable, in fact all of urban Oman is. 
There is a law against driving a dirty car 
into the city. There are no bars, men can- 
not comfortably wear shorts, and women 
have to be very comprehensively dressed 
indeed. 

The police are zealous but always 
polite; while out driving in the desert one 
night I was stopped by a patrol car with 
flashing lights and siren and requested to 
go back and pick up a cigarette butt 
someone had thrown out of the car win- 
dow. 

Yet romantic Arabia did not take long 
to find. We walked straight into it in the 
fishing villages along the Gulf of Oman 
between Muscat and Sur. 

Sur itself still has traditional dhow 
building yards in its harbour. At a 
deserted beach near Tiwi there was an 
opportunity to enjoy some winter sun- 
shine and swim in the clear sea among 
vibrant parrot fish, miniature sharks and 
giant rays. 

As we turned inland, the sense of Ara- 
bia intensified. We crossed the dramatic 



After the monotony of the desert road you reach Dhofar - another world 


photograph: Chris Caldicot 


and almost deserted Eastern Hajar moun- 
tains and arrived at the spectacular 
Wahibah Sands. This great sand sea is 
made up of immense, linear dunes that 
stretch to the horizon and provide a com- 
fortable bed under the most dazzling of 
night skies. The towns to the west in and 
around the Jebel Akhdar are dominated 
by 17tb-centuiy forts. 

The* Jebel mountains alternate 
between lush valleys of date palms and 
gardens around oasis springs, and 
fiercely rugged, arid hillsides dotted 
with villages. All of it is strikingly beau- 
tiful. The once uncontrollable tribesmen 
are now polite and hospitable to for- 
eigners, often inviting visitors to their 
homes to drink coffee and eat dates. 
Most of the men are well armed and 
wear faded, patterned gowns, a sartor- 
ial world away from the neat, urban ver- 
sion, the dishdash. The women appear in 
full purdah. 

Despite the overwhelmingly dry mount- 
ains, it can rain very bard and suddenly. 
Flash floods, like the one we were caught 
in, can come out of nowhere. It came flee 
a thunderbolt from a blue sky, inundat- 
ing the road in seconds, erupting through 


the car floor, flooding the engine. The taxi tropical fertility creates a sudden contrast 
was stranded, and, as long as the water to the Empty Quarter rolling hills of 
didn't rise enough to sweep us away, all green pasture feed imported Friesian 
we could do was wait to be rescued. I cows. 

couldn't have been shipwrecked with a Frankincense trees are dotted around 
nicer bunch of people. There was a tur- the valleys, their spiky ugliness in contrast 
baned Punjabi, a Christian from Kerala, to the exotic aroma of their gum. which 
two Baluchistahis, and an Egyptian dri- provided so much wealth to Dhofar in 
ver. We spent two good-humoured, soggy centuries past The resin is still on sale in 
and rather anxious hours unable to see the souk of Salalah. 
anything except water where the fields of . Some crumbling old merchants' houses 

rocks had been. Our driver gallantly set remain but most of the city is thoroughly 
off to find help, and returned with some modern - money has been poured info 
rifle-sporting locals in a Japanese tractor, the region to ensure the inhabitants don’t 
Inevitably the adventure ended with dates forget they are veiy much part of a 
and coffee. united Oman governed from Muscat. 

It is more than 600-miles from Muscat Beyond the city are miles and miles of 
to the southern capital of Salalah. The undeveloped coastline, clean ocean and 
road begins as an impressive multi-lane deserted beaches. Inland are ancient vil- 
freeway speeding past the Jebel moun- lages of rambling houses with carved 
tains, then a strip of bitumen stretches wooden windows, surreal mosques, and an 
over the Empty Quarter. The monotony equally strange landscape made of lime- 
of the road is broken by futuristic oases stone escarpments peppered with giant 
of restaurants with air-conditioned mar- sink holes and caves, some of which are 
ble interiors. Then you reach Dhofar - home to rather wild-looking Dhofari 
and another world. tribesmen. There is a feeling, here, of being 

Dhofar is the only part of the whole in one of the outermost places on earth, 
Arabian peninsula exposed to the Ara- certainly a long way from the transit 
bian Sea monsoon. The consequent sub- lounge at Seeb Airport. 
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The virtual babysitters 

Steve and Julia Newman leave their children in the care of Brighton's cyberspace 



Staring into space: Once your charges are in the care of a ‘cybersitter' you can stroll out photograph: Andrew hasson 


Are we nearly there? 

A weekly round-up of 

events for children 

J ust because Britain’s recent flurry of 
snow has dissolved this doesn't 
mean the end of winter sports. 
.rThanks to “dry” slopes, the pleasures of 
iskiing can still’ be enjoyed. Slower and 
loafer than the white stuff, these runs are 
.■great for children to find their ski legs. 

•Midlothian Ski Centre, Biggar Road, 
cnear Edinburgh (0131-445 4433) 
■The largest in Europe, and a training 
-ground for many of the British team, 
>Htllcnd s three-quarter-mile slopes 
-offer fantastic views of Edinburgh on 
. the way down. Children from age six 
.can attend open tuition on weekend 
mornings (one hour, £5). A less formal 
: option is Snow Cats, a supervised dub 
-,where mini-skiers can play games, 
-.safely, on the slopes. (Every Sat, 2pm- 
r4pm. £5.50), 

J\ckers Trust, Small Heath, 

Birmingham (0121-771 4448) 
^Acker's 100-metre dope is east of 
Birmingham city centre. An hours 
: tuition in a group of 12 costs £10 for 
: adults and £7 for anyone under 16. 

'Cardiff Ski Centre, Fairwater Park, 
rFairwater Rd, Cardiff (01222 561793) 
-Casses for children here are good value 
at £4 per hour. Junior Ski School runs 
classes for beginners and more skilled 
iskiers every weekend (Sat and Sun, 
.9.40- li 3Qam), while tots as young as 
rtwo are welcome at Mini Moguls, a 
kindergarten class, as long as they have 
.a shoe "size above nine-and-a-haif. 

Norfolk Ski Club, Whitlingham Lane, 
-Trowse, Norwich, Norfolk (01603 
i66278ZJ Take children along for a 90- 
Iminute “taster" session ("Wednesday 
’evenings. 7pm-S.30pm, £5) or book 
them into the Junior Club on Saturday 
■mornings (9am- 10.30am, 1030am- 
'12pra. 12pm- lpm) for games designed 
.to improve balance and agility. 

-The John Nike Centre, Bracknell, 
Berkshire (01344 860033) A 160m 
.mm, trainer and nursery slopes. Senior 
i instructor Adam Chater says that 
iwhile the Ski School allows children to 
tenter competitive races, the centre 
; takes a “light-hearted approach", with 
the emphasis on fun. Children from 
four years can get group tuition at 
.Kinder Snow Tots and Tigers (Sat and 
-Sun, 10am-ll am, £630), while kids 
■jeight to 16 years old should follow a 
-junior course (Sat, 2pm-3.30pra £9.50). 

Uese Spencer 


The venue 

A couple of hours playing computer 
games on the Internet while your parents 
go shopping is probably evety kid’s idea 
of heaven. Now, in a Nineties version of 
children’s Saturday morning cinema, 
the E-On Saturday Kids Club, hosted by 
Surfers @ Paradise, offers supervised 
surfing for the younger ones. 

It's the sort of thing you would expect 
from Brighton - the town has made a 
name for itself in New Media circles and 
is the home to many young media cou- 
ples and their families. Once your 
charges are in the care of their experi- 
enced “cybersitter", you can stroll out. 

Meanwhile, there's quite a buzz as the 
children tuck into a menu of popular 
games, chat forums and a real-time mag- 
azine to add to. The content of the games 
and the Internet is screened to mate sure 
that kids are spared any lurid graphics or 
language, and the staff are all registered 
child-carers. 

With 20 children and six PCS, there can 
be some fairly interactive negotiations for 
access but, as many games can support 
two or three players, the cybersitters 
don’t have too much problem keeping 
everybody occupied. 

The visitors 

Steve, a university computer officer and 
Julia Newman, a bookseller, left their 
two children Tom, 12, and Kate, eight, 
alone in cyberspace. 

Tom: Td like to come again. If I wasn't 
here Td probably be at home being 
bored, or rd be going round the shops 
with my mum and dad. My favourite 
games were Dracula and Paws of Fury. 

I think they should have more computers 
- someone on my computer started play- 
ing chess. I’d give the dub seven out of 
10 but I’d only give the milk shake five. 

Julia: I think it’s an excellent idea - it’s 
the first time for ages that Steve and I 
have been able to go shopping on our 
own. I’d definitely do it again. Even if I 
didn’t have shopping to do - just to go 
and have a coffee somewhere without the 
children would be nice. 

The staff seem very good with the kids 
and everybody seems to be having fun. 
You hear a lot of bad publicity about 


computer games but I would much 
rather Tom was here than just hanging 
around town with his mates. Twelve is a 
difficult age as they want to go off on 
their own but there are not really that 
many activities which are suitable. 

Kate: I liked playing on the computers and 
doing drawing. My favourite game was 
Dracula, with lots of ghosts, and I like rac- 
ing games. I play computer games at home 
every day before my homework and I can 
beat my brother at some of them. 

I had vanilla and chocolate raflk shake 


which was very nice, and I liked being left 
here on our own while Mum and Dad 
went away. The people were friendly and 
helped me do the games. 

Steve It meant that we were able to be 
out in the centre of Brighton early when 
it was still reasonably quieL At £5 a head, 
the dub is good value in terms of child 
care. We couldn't afford it every time we 
went shopping, though. 

The club could be useful in teaching 
children about the Internet, especially if 
they don’t have access tat home or at 


school. But 1 didn’t see how much Inter- 
net access you get as opposed to games. 

The deal 

Admission: The E-On Saturday Kid’s 
Club at Surfers (§ ! Paradise, ISa Bond 
Street. Admission costs £5 per child, 
including tuition and refreshments. The 
club is open for eighi-to-12-ycar-olds. 
Free Internet access with assistance is 
provided for parents of club members. 
Booking is essential - 01273 6S4 184. 
Opening Times: Sat. 9.30am- 1 1.30am. 
Access: There's a public car park a few 


yards away. Brighton Station is a seven- 
minute walk away. Disabled access. 
Shopping: Surfers @ Paradise is in the heart 
of the North Laine area, adjacent to 
Brighton’s famous Lanes. Nearby, the West- 
ern .Road has all the big retail names. The 
Phlace Pier and Royal Pavilion are also near. 
Food: Cafe serves a Pacific Rim menu 
from an open kitchen, Tues-Sat, 10am- 
1 lpm. Sun and Mon 10am-6pm. Snacks 
(from £1 ). breakfast (from £1.95), main 
meals (£430-£11.95). All-day menu. 

Ian Cairns 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas, skiing 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


France 


3,029 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt France 


Discover France in a way that you never could 
on an ordinary holiday. Take a voyage of 
discovery on foot, by bike, or by canoe (with 
your bags moved tor you) through idyllic French 
regions. 

You'll stay in comfortable traditional hotels, 
with fine regional food and wines. You'D see the 
splendours for which France is famous. But 
along your path, we'll hefp you find the 
appealing little comers tourists miss. You can 
discover tucked away Landscapes immortalised 
by the world’s greatest artists, taste the 
little-known local (fishes that Inspired the 
world's finest cuisines, and poke into the nooks 
and crannies ol sleepy half-timbered villages. 
And youll see a wider variety erf wild Bowers, 
birds and butterflies Qian you ever thought 
passible. K you like France, you’ll love our 
3.029 new ways of discovenng it. 
Ring now for your 1 997 colour brochure. 

liEDWATfcK.™'*’, 


01606 48699 



DISCOVER... 

FRANCE 



Luxury Mobile Home Holidays 1 
in beautiful Brittany & Western France 


** 4 Children Travel Free ** 


MATTHEWS HOLIDAYS 

Sishopsmeod Parade. East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6RP 

Telephone: 01483 284044 ABTAV2927 


France 



DKHfYUMrtttlS 
ATMAKf BELKYE PRICES. 

PER PERSON, includes 
VJ three nights at the sclf- 
catering Da\y Crockett 
Ranch, two day Theme Pjtk Pa« and a 
return ferry cross.ing.The price is valid 
for arrivals between V and 26 February 
and is based on two adults and two 
children (3 to 11 years) in one-ear 
and one log cabin. Phone 
Bridge Travel Service on . 
01992 456045 or see 
your local travel agent. 

European Ferries • 

HOLIDAYS . 

• iv.t- 


Disneyland 9 Paris 



NO ONE COMES CLOSER TO FRANCE. 

Farmhouses in Province, duii-aux in the Loin-, cntupcs 
in Burgundy. Individual holiday houses of quality 
St character in France and Corsica Many with pool. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (0990) 143681 QUOTE R£F: F10Z 

Or write ft>; Vacanrcs en Catnpagne. 

Dept FUJ2, BiCror. Pulbo rough. 

West Sussex RH20 IQD. 

Vacances en 
Campagne ^ 



mom m 

QUAliTi' SELF -DRIVE 
CAMPING. MOBILE HOME 
AND APARTMENT HOLIDAYS 
IN FRANCE SFVUN AND ITALY 
Great value with holidays 
stating al E299 per temiy 
(or 12 rights in the school 
summer hokdays! 


Brochure 01233 642505 


S.W. Franca. Quality villas a cot- 
tages. many with pools Country- 
side ■ nr beaches. Francophile ■ 
Bonded. 01539* 31660 
BONNES VACANCES! Fran! 1997 
Brochure! Savo CC s. book (Bract 
mth owners! 450 privately owned 
S C & B&B properties Travel & 
Insurance services. 01306 
885555. 

LOT. Beautiful newly converted bam 
fufl of ercftfng spaces, tarehr 

furnfcura, paktfnga. all mod cons. 
2 dbtebdrma an suite bathro oms . 
Solar heeled pool. In Qvercy for- 
est ideal location for touring, 
eyeing. waUng or indolenca TN 
00335 6531 5908 daytime or 
Lucocq 01344 427439 overtops. 
ALPINE ft Annecy villages lovely 
ape ft hotels. Lakes & Mountains. 
01329 644405 AITO 
CHARENTE. Beaulilully restored 
stone farmhouse with pool 
Sloops 9, to. ideal Cognac La 
RooheUe futurweope 

01 34271 7W7. 


DORDOGNE. WING OF CHATEAU. 
Sips a own fuoio. um of mabi gar- 
dan. Swimming In local lakn. 
Lovely Mim&vsxda. good walks. 
£250 p« week inc gas & efocMe- 
ity. AvaiabJc July 1st- 28m. August 
2nd-29llv. Sept. tcMSUi. 
Tet(£B33?55350««1 
NORMANDY . Peaceful country Ma- 
laga UnHfxrtL, relaxing- Sips 5-7. 
01323895836 

PYRENEES-H QUSlLLON 
Detached house. Pretty garden 
with wrocca Superb vrnn. Edge 
of village location. 50 nuns Mod, 
Spain and Mountains. Steeps 57. 
From QUO t450pw. 01 1 79 241008 
PROVENCE Alps, detatthed studio 
Sips 4. VerQon Gorgaalac SL 
Crake. Seasoned swfcmninfl, walk- 
ing. Avail oil yr. C95-£i65pw. 
D1 832 71022? 

PROVENCE- nr Awgnon. Charming 
small chateau. IdyTic countryside 
nr nver, swimming S&B or large 
9.C api Phono 0978 

664330 (5asan| 

CYCLING TOURING & waning in 
Brittany from £igo per week. Bro- 
Un Bares 01S75 3S0379 
V1LLEFRANCHE-S.MER Harbour- 
side Flat e*Gp. view. Idyllic old 
town. V. dose la superb restau- 
rants. beach. train. 
0033493015585 

BRITTANY. Dordogne. COW d'Azur 
& mare- Lovely mB». many with 
pools. Sunscletf Vilas. ABTA 
V7278Brocft;0t61 707 8794 
SW FRANCE Farmhousos with 
pools. Tom at Garonne a Lo 
Burn. 01954 261431. AITO ABTA 


Skiing Holidays 



u 


The sun in California is pretty good, 
but at £689 the skiing’s Heavenly.” 

From the snowy white peaks of the Sierra Nevada lo the sapphire blue 
waters of Lake Tahoe. California uflrr* the ultimate ski experience. 

Enjoy glorious sunshine, world class npres-ski and some / ’ 
of the coolest skiing; conditions in America. Sounds heavenly? 

It sore will be if yon ski with United Vacation*. You can fly 
direel lo Son Francisco and then get a connecting flight to 
Lake Tahoe's biggest resorts. Heavenly, Squaw Valley or 
Northstar. And at only £689 return, the price is pretty 
darn good too. There's availability until the end of April, so for further 
information and a copy of the brochure call 018] 813 0999. 

S& United Vacations 



United Airlines 

Don’t go on holiday to America, take a Vacation. 


U!T» '..iil'' 


french Skiing at its best 


^ ^Choice of 


travel and accommodation at amazing prices 

■■I r - / mf/ Official Representation 
{TO MW# IP™ in Great Britain 

loPlagne g- Brochure 0171-584 7820 



LesArcs 

Bourg Saint 


125D-325flm 


rijlfr Maurice 
Reservations 0171-584 2841 l6Q0-3226m 


If you wish to 
advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
Travel Tham on 
0171 293 2222 


Don't forget 
to mention 
77rf Independent 
when replying to 
adverb 


£*>fci 2. co gang 

SAALBACH 

& HINTiRGLEMM. AUSTRIA 


Excellent skiing now 


fapnk ofm# hretonw red Wykto 
FANTASTIC JANUARY I 
A FEBRUARY DEALS 

KE325J.I|»P3 

h SB 
y» 1 01 71. 730 7234 : 


Skiing Holidays 


great value travel and insurance package 



includes: 

■ Channel crossing by Hovercraft or SeaCat for 
your car plus all passengers 
- Personal insurance including winter sports cover 
for all passengers 
• RAC motoring assistance 

Fotkostone/Dovw - Boulogne or Dover - Calais departures 
attar 15.30: 

Up lo 10 day* Up lo 17 days 
Car *2 C99 Cl 09 

Car - torrefy Cl 19 C13J 

Additional adults CEO C25 

Aim ■ C.V.TT 1 1b J(r vm 

F.vrW, - 3 octul'. * .UT 'M*1 ‘ , TC V.V 

hy travel lo XX-unr r*tm comM uiiri 

Call 0990 240241 

nr vi-'Ljr Ii-.ivcH <.Vj0»ll 


FMsr/n=mrtES 





7, 10 i 17 flays to 

tesr* flQ 

craetlFramrti HW 
I PfeCEMOJUDG LUXUY COACH 
I TOWEL -BBN RESORT 

PgftgTURE S Fgbzr.l.K 1 A 2 l JXa 

HMHU A,2 ' K 

10181-980 7244 


WHofcim hcunmi EaaUfnn T n j ] | H 


^ KlWQRLg 

^Catered ChaletsT 
Hotels ft Apartments 

FRANCE, ITALY, 
SWITZERLAND 

• fiKHrs • awtnwim ■ creqie 

0171 6024826 

:«z 
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Answers 


THE LATE 

availability 

SPECIALISTS 

fob the mnrsrwHCES c*ll 

0181 871 4656 




COURCHEVEL 
ffVAL DISERE 

Rcdiwd rwn> • Culnid Hi^i, 

Jan 25w£299 

L4 FINLAY’S 4R) 

S? 01835 830562 ^ 


CANADA. Tailix-mado holidays to 
me Ooti roboria In lire Rochim. 
Ski Salai Q1?1 362 5069 AML 





Don't forget 
to mention - 
The Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


BELLE PLAGNE. Private apanm 
sips 5. colour TV, adj piste. 
Jan- April inc Easter. CZOO-3SD 
Tot 01277 214445 
LATE OFFERS caterer! chalet 
France. Austria. Swit* & Can; 
Ski Torai 0181 9466022 At 
ATOL 

SIMPLY SKI - Quality chalota 
Europe s lop raaortK CotMtlra 
Meribei. La Piagne. VertiMr. 
d’lsare. Ptoase can Of BT 742 2 
ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922 ATTO 
SKI GOURMET Exclusive cftalel 
Meribel a Auslria. Fine loot 
tone, no crowds, sccflmpan 
skllna. from C49S. wk. Whietr 
01306 712111 



the association 

OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


Fora 


unique range 
of real holidays 
that are fully 

• ■ V 

bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 

book AITO! 
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something 
to declare 

Bargain of the week 

onenon^ ■ (0990 For the next few weeks, 

oOSOSO) is becoming so armed with the card, you 

generous with its can travel anywhere on the 

definition of old people National Express network 

mat its Advantage for £9.99 return. You 

discount coachcard could cannot travel on Fridays or 
soon meet the young Sundays, and must finish 

person’s coachcard coming the trip by 13 February, 
the other way. Anyone 50 The deal is not available 
years or over can get the on Scottish Citylink or 

card, valid for 12 months, Ulsterbus coaches, but can 
in exchange for £8 and a 
passport photograph. 


True or false 

While Europe-bound 
motorists can benefit 
from Motorail services, 
cyclists will have to get 
on their bikes and pedal. 

False: European Bike 
Express (01642 25 1440) 
runs weekly from May to 
September transporting 
cyclists and their 
machines to western 
France and the 
Mediterranean. The bus 
picks up pedallers anywhere from Middlesbrough to 
Dover. Fares vary according to distance: Names is £134 
return, while Cavallino (near Venice) is £154. Members 
of the Cyclists' Touring Qub get a £10 discount 

A likely story 

“Always join the outside of free by calling 0181-607 
a curved lift queue - it 9080. If you are heading 
moves faster" - the new down rather up, then 
AITO Directory of Real Superstar Holidays 

Holidays reveals that “the unique 

location of the Dead Sea, 

Readers setting off for the at the lowest point on 
slopes this weekend may earth, provides natural 
wish to try out this piece protection from sunburn." 

of advice from Stanford Tangney Tours also offers 
Skiing, one of the holiday trips to the Holy Land, 
companies whose top tips but its advice is less 
appear in the Association incisive: “Always be back 
of Independent Tbur at the coach on time 

Operators’ 1997 ■ during an inclusive 

compendium - available coach tour". 

Trouble spots 


be used on Airlink services 
to Gatwick and Heathrow. 
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Inhaling 
deeply, Linda 
Cookson goes 
back to her 
university city 

I can't claim to have mingled much 
among the glitterati during my 
three years reading English at 
Oxford in the early Seventies. 
True. I did once rub shoulders with 
Martin Amis aL the bar of the East- 
gate Hotel. But that was only on 
account of the bar being rather over- 
crowded and our respective heights 
being rather similar. We didn't speak. 
And. to the best of ray knowledge, he 
didn't sigh afterwards: “Who was 
that entrancing creature in the duffel 
coat, drinking Cherry B and cider?" 

All in all, there were quite a lot of 
things I didn't do at Oxford. 1 didn’t 
go to any Summer Balls - far too 
expensive, and my grant had always 
run out by the end of term anyway. 
The closest my then-boyfriend and I 
got io one of these fabled thrashes 
was when he suffered the ignominy of 
being turfed out of his college room 
so that the lead singer of Mungo Jeny 
could take up residence. Nor did I go 
to any of those mysterious parties that 
today’s politicians all seem to have 
gone to, where nobody inhaled the 
marijuana. (The parties I went to 
were much more fun than that.) 

Undistinguished social life apart, I 
also wasn't much of a front-runner in 
the cultural stakes. It was. after all the 
Seventies and no self-respecting Pink 
Fairies fan would have allowed him- 
or herself to be seen wearing a college 
scarf, let alone doing any work. 
Hence, 1 didn't set foot in a single 
museum in the city during my under- 
graduate days - not even to marvel at 
the Alfred jewel in the Ashmolean or 
to gape at the shrunken heads in the 
Pitt Rivers Museum of Ethnology. 
These delights had to lie in wait for 
me until after Pd graduated - along 
with other treasures as diverse as Guy 
Fawkes’s lantern, Oliver Cromwell's 
death mask and (in the Pitt Rivers) a 
ballerina made from flies. 

Yet I wasn't a total heathen during 
my time in Oxford. I honoured a 
solemn oath not to torch the Bodleian 


Classic Oxford: Raddiffe Camera 

library, for example - a ritual that 
formed one of the weirder highlights 
of my first week. It came hard on the 
heels of Matriculation, an induction 
for new students carried out- in Latin 
- within the pillared grandeur of 
Wren’s Sheldonian Theatre. For that 
ceremony I bad to kit myself out in 
“subfusc”, the university’s black-and- 
white uniform for formal occasions. 
In the photos I look like Fill the maid. 

Other memorable moments from 
Week One include tumbling down the 
stairs after my first tutorial, drunk on 
the novel taste of sherry - and, indeed, 
the first sight of my tutor, a marvel- 
lously grand lady of literature, who 


smoked menthol cigarettes from a 
holder while a Siamese cat twined 
itself around her legs. More cred- 
itably, I remember gasping with aston- 
ishment when I first went into the 
underground Nonington Room at 
Blackwells, the city's most famous 
book-shop. Built out under Trinity 
College in 1966, the extension houses 
more than three miles of shelving. 

The bookshops in Broad Street 
remain very much the same now, 
although a large Dillons has appeared 
on the corner with Commarket. 
Other habitual ports of call for stu- 
dents have changed a bit. In the cafe 
world, for instance, the old Kardomah 


has vanished from Commarket, and 
the Wimpy - which used to have pic- 
tures of college dining halls on its 
walls in deference to the location - 
has turned into a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken outlet. Happily, though, the 
greasy spoon on St Giles lives on - 
and so does Browns in the Covered 
Market Here, tea comes thick as trea- 
cle and you can watch the shoppers 
of the world go by carrying everything 
from unplucked pheasants to jars of 
fancy pasta. 

The other Browns - Oxford's first 
brasserie, on Woodstock Road - is 
also still very much on the go. It's 
larger now than when it opened in 


1976. but still distinctive in its ambi- 
ence of bustle and chat among pianos, 
plants and overhead fans. I went 
back to Oxford the other week and 
had lunch there. My old favourite, 
peasant’s pot, had slipped from the 
menu. But the hot chicken salad was 
terrific. New places include Freud's on 
^Iton Street, housed in a former 
church, and Cafe Coco on the Cow- 
ley Road - the latter being “where it's 
at”, according to the newsletter reg- 
ularly sent to me by the University in 
the vain hope that I might one day 
endow a building. 

The pubs, unsurprisingly, are still 
much the same, apart from the 
increase in Space Invader-type 
machines and a riot of trendy Italian 
breads on the sandwich menus. The 
old-fashioned pubs are still the 
favourites - snug and cosy (if 
inevitably crowded and noisy) with 
their open fires and wood-panelling. 
There's the Eagle and Child on St 
Giles, where Tblkein. CS Lewis and 
others garhered daily to share their 
I a test writing. There’s the Turf, in 
Bath Place off Holywell Street, with 
its famous beer gardens and barbe- 
cues, and the Bear on Alfred Street, 
which boasts a collection of 7,000 ties. 
Nearest to the bookshops on Broad 
Street are the King's Arms (on the 
comer of Holywell Street) and - on 
Broad Street itself - the White Horse, 
where Inspector Morse is usually 
filmed taking his midday pint 

My trip back to Oxford was before 
term started The city was as beauii- 
'fulas ever, with flakes of snow swirling 
round golden buildings. But I missed 
seeing the throng of students. Thereli 
he many more women among them, I 
hope. (When 1 began at Oxford, only 
five undergraduate colleges admitted 
women. Now all of them do.) Some 
students will belong to colleges that 
didn’t even exist in my day, such as Kel- 
logg College (no prizes for guessing the 
nickname). All of these changes, Fm 
sure, are positive. But I also know that 
this generation of students - even at 
Oxford - will be labouring now under 
the sort of studentpoverty that didn’t 
exist as we Pink Rliries fans wafted 
down the Cherwell on our punts. 
Higher education is now seriously 
underfunded I was lucky and privi- 
leged to go to Oxford I was even more 
lucky and privileged to be there dur- 
ing the Seventies. 

Linda Cookson 's latest book, a study 
of the poet Brian Patten, is published 
in February (Northcote House, £7.99). 


Bus crashes aroupd 
the world 

Egypt at least 30 people 
died when a packed public 
transport bus veered off a 
bridge in Cairo on Tuesday 
and toppled on to a bank 
of the Nile River, sinking 
into the mud. Buses are 
usually overcrowded with 
people standing in the 
aisles and hanging out of 
the open doors - Reuter 


Bangladesh: on Thursday, 
a bus skidded off a highway 
north of Dhaka and fell 
into a muddy ditch, killing 
at least 17 people and 
injuring 33 - AP 

Pern: Last Saturday, a bus 
careered off a mountain 
highway and plunged 
down a ravine, killing nine. 
Overloaded buses, on poor 
roads, are common in the 
Peruvian Andos -Reuter 


Students: win a trip to Paradise 

Enter our travel writing competition, and you could phone home from the Queensland coast 



Oasis 


The first Oasis Forest Holiday Village opens on the edge 
of the Lake District National Park in May and offers a 
wide choice of indoor and outdoor activities in a forest 
environment for all the family. For a brochure detailing 
luxurious short breaks or longer holidays please call 

0990 086 086 

and .quote code IN1801 or see approved Travel Agent 

brochuresGoasisviilages.ccmail.compuserve.com 



Forest Holiday Villages 


C an you write the ultimate 
survival manual for 
Manchester, or tell fellow 
students how to get the most out of 
Strathclyde? If so, you could win a 
trip to an even more exotic 
university town. BT Chargecard and 
The Independent have joined forces 
with Rough Guides and Campus 
Travel to concoct the best -ever 
student travel-writing competition. 

Tb enter, you need not venture 
beyond your own city limits. The 
task is to write a Rough Guide - style 
account - in no more than 500 words 
- of the town or diy where you 
study. 


Send your guide to the address 
below, and you could win one of five 
big prizes: 

5. Travel by Eurostar to Paris, and 
cross to the Sorbonne on the Left 
Bank (plus £750 spending money). 
4. Fly to Bologna, venue for one of 
the most ancient universities in 
Europe (plus £750 spending money). 
3. Take a trip to Harvard, just 
across the river from the New 
England city of Boston (plus £1,000 
spending money). 

2. Wander over to the West Coast, 
and bowl up at Berkeley, on tbe San 
Francisco bay (plus £1,000 spending 
money). 


1. Surfer’s Paradise may sound like 
an implausible place to graduate, 
but study's up at Bond University 
on the Queensland coast of 
Australia (plus £1,500 spending 
money). 

For guidance on styling your story, 
BT has set up a special helpline 
(0345 345004) which you can call 
- at local rates - to hear top tips 
from Rough Guide writers. If you 
are calling from a payphone, you 
will find it cheaper to make the call 
with a BT Chargecard than by 
using cash. Call free on 0800 
345144 to sign up. 


Send your account, which needs 
to be accurate, pithy and observant, 
to: Write Your Way Around The 
World, Rough Guides, 1 Mercer 
Street, London WC2H 9QT to 
arrive by 1 Mareh-The results will 
be announced just before Easter. 
Ten runners-up will each receive the 
/tough Guide to Britain. The winners 
may be commissioned to work on 
an assignment for Rough Guides, 
payable at the usual rates. 

Rules 

1. Only students currently 
registered at UK universities and 
colleges may apply. 


2. Neither employees of Newspaper 
Publishing, British 
Telecommunications pic, Campus 
Travel or Rough Guides, nor their 
relatives, may enter. 

3. Winners will be notified by post 
by 21 March. 

4. Travel arrangements will be made 
by Campus TraveL and will aim to 
match' the winner's preferred dates 
of travel. Please note, however, that 
certain dates may not be available 
due to heavy booking. 

5. The editor's decision is final. No 
correspondence wfll be entered into. 

6. Usual Newspaper Publishing pic 
rules apply. 
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We’ve got you 
covered from just 


£45 
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^Please send me further information on the Independent^ 


| Annual Travel Insurance. 
I Name 

I Addres s 

I 


Ring the Insurance 
* Hotline on 

0800 551 881 

quote special reference 
INT115. Alternatively com- 
plete the coupon and 
return it to: 

Independent Annual 
Holiday Insurance 
Offer, FREEPOST, 

General Accident, 

Glasgow G64 1 BR. appnw^ itelnlBpiwftK NwspaiwMisl«DlfciwM«MinEr^^ INT115 j 


Postcode.. 

SEND TO: Independent Annual Holiday Insurance Offer, 
FREEPOST, General Accident, Glasgow G64 1BR. 
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Ask us for 
more information 
on Scotland 
and we £ 

g 9 to )( 



Why not find out even mom about 
the areas that interest you most ? 
Choose up to 4 FREE brochures 
(from J4) by ticking the boxes below. 


1. Ayrshire and cbrhle of Amu □ 

2. Dumfries Be Galloway □ 

i Scorrah Bwd«s □ 

4. Edinburgh. Gnaa 4 Ownnyridr Q 

5. Greater Glasgow fit Clyde Valley Q 

6 . Angus & Dundee □ 

7. The Kingdom of File 

&& Andrews Q 


S. Perthshire 

9. Wesi Highlands Dt Islands. 
Loch Lomond. So ding 

& Trosucbs 

10. Grampian Highlands and 
Aberdeen 

T I . The Highlands of Scotland 
12. The Western Isles 



When was your Iasi break in Scoriandf Year 

NAME ADDRESS. 


□ 13. Orkney □ 

14. Shetland □ 

□ PLUS: 

□ 'Scotland. When will You Go?' 

□ The H oli d ay Planning Guide □ 

. Hwen'r been yet Q 


POSTCODE , 



5COTL A \ 


Send ter Scottish Tourin Board, Fntpnt, Damon, AijjM PA73 7U7L 

Or tall 0990 HI 91! quoting 97 H (Nmional Cal i Rata Apply). ttsiviholulay-saithmLact When will yon go? 

Dai Protection: Frans tan* to lime we permit other otganlmfcm m write iojwi Ann their product* of serrkrv 

If you would prefer m to hear from inch mpniuiuia. pleaw? tick here Q j 
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current best buys on the world's finest airlines 
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ERS >4- 


worldwide attention to detail 


THE I R A V E l EXPERTS 


SCHEDULED FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA FROM £509 RETURN 
SINGAPORE FROM £399 RETURN 
BOOK NOW FOR THE BEST FARES! 


For the real lowdoim on worldwide 
travel, Traflfimters Is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Tralffinders offers more low cost 
fOgbts to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts In airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 


on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night trom 


..CRUISES* 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 - ASIA £38 nOJ 

USA CAR HIRE FROM El 2 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMBUCA DIRECTORY ON 0171-938 3366 





w 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


fflTQL 1458 l/BA AETCA 61701 


194 Kensington High Strt£ • L 0 N 00 N W8 7RG 
Long Haul Flfgtrts: 0171^38 
First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 

215 Kensington High Street ““JgJJS? 0 * 
Transatlantic 8. European: 0171-937 5400 

42-50 Earls Court Road • LONDON W8 6FT 
Long Haul Rights: 0171-938 3366 

22-24 The Priory Queensway • BIWJINGWW B4 6BS 
WWdwIde Rights: 0121-236 1234 

48 Com Street • BRISTOL BSTJHQ 
Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 MOO 

254-284 Sauchiehall Street • GLASGOW G2 3BT 
Worldwide Rights: 0141-353 2224 

58 Deansaale • MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
worldwide Flights: 0161-839 6969 
First & Business Class: 0161-839 343^^^ 
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Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 
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New York £179 


return 





^CsiXttlMALAM 


I .— ^ — ^ stmirnttkaaMa to bnctaiws 

tutting 

Ik*^*^**^. nMnbtmnpncMsttparoptrun 


Virgin ili^3S3VCrSi For world beating offers call us before 15 February on 01293 747 747 or see your travel agent. virgin ati antic 4 

Book before 15 Ftbnnry 1937. Outbound tnrvd up n> 28 fctmary bwtatve. Mbdaunn May. Saturday nigja. Baton by 14 Match. Airport Tax, Ah Passenger Datj and Strawy an not tadodeA. Linked avaflabffliy. Other restrictions apply. 
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EXPEDITIO 


tor bmofturM Call 

, ^01373-8589562/Hk 

W— ■«ac MOM—. *Q MMkin Hd. 

WMttoury. wntattbv dais un 
nuYiMM^Ojmiin 


^simply the beat lor 
tailored holidays In: 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See our wnh&lie: 
hltpyrwww-okanuigo-cnm 

{j-ja GatJd House. ASQ 
Ujl Arcadia Avenue, 

1*^1 London N3 2TJ 


H^OYERIAND^ 
^ADVENTURES ^ 
Asia, Afrits ' 
& the Americas 

*■ i ii JT neb 
qg, 01728 

* 861133 **■ -*? 

Dragoman 

j 1 Camp Green. Debentham. 
l StowenertaatlP14 8L* 




... talk ... travel ... talk 


... INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER'S WORLD 


Low season rvnim faros (rom London (ax. taxes! 


ATLANTA 

BALTIMORE 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

DALLAS 

DENVER 

DETROIT 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
FORT MYERS 
HOUSTON 
US VEGAS 
LOS ANGELES 
MIAMI 

MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW YORK 


NEW ORLEANS 

ORUNDO 

PHILADELPHIA 

PHOENIX 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SARASOTA 

SEATTLE 

TAMPA 

WASHINGTON 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 


LONDON: 0181 559 7709 

manchester:0161 456 2515 
GUSGOW: 0141 248 4844 
BIRMINGHAM: 0121 585 7775 
CARDIFF: 01222 377 091 

Reginal suppletaests nay apply 

Alamo Rent A Car from £15 per week 
Hilton Hotels from £24 per person 12 during] 


London, Victoria: Royal Horticultural Halls: 24 - 26 January: Fri 12 - 6pm (£3). Sat & Sun 9.30 - 6pm (£5) 

1 200 of the best travel companies • 1000s of travellers & ITW’s own team of travel Guides for advice & ideas 
• Over 80 free travel talks • Full day seminars on Woman & Travel and Travel Photography 
• Opportunities to work abroad • Travel Auction for Comic Relief 



Supported by 

Three days to plan your next trip 

[.yk'M 

Lcrccn s :e5d."ig 
vvfeCK'y 'r.dce 

“ The travel show where travellers talk ” | 


Call 0117 908 3300 

For full details & advance tickets 


★ USA AND 
CANADA # 


SEE mi s TELETEXT P-272 
FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS 


We use the world's best airlines including Virgin, 
British Airways, American, United, Northwest and Deha 


ORLANDO HOTLINE 
0181 559 7766 

For all your travel needs to Orlando, Honda 


*NewYbric Sam £167 #Tbrorrto 


from £169 


ATOL 83085 


* Baltimore frwn£189 ♦Vancouver from £263 


★ff fa feJpfiia from £205 


* SPECIAL OFFI 

ORLANDO 


FARESAVERsn^^iappiel J ETL,NE 

for the Student! I spm tr « u$» 



MALAGA (r£S9 GREECE fr £49 
AUCANTE £59 TURKEY £109 
MRO £59 BAAEL £109 
TENERIFE £69 MALTA £79 
LAS PALMAS £6" CYPRUS £119 
LANZAROTE £49 ITALY £59 
BALEARlCS £S9 CARIBBEAN £109 
»U CUROFEAN.'WORLDVnOE FLIGHTS 
ALSO CM HIKE/IN 5UAANCE 


*DaIas from £230 


♦las Vegas from £236 

* Atlanta ton £236 


.•ghH 


♦Atlanta tont/jo _ f ~ 

* San Francisco ton£236 EClIDSG 
♦NewOrteanS tom £236 *ninttr.T 


small group exploratory holidays You'D see more 

• cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • Wilderness safaris 

• Malar Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • TaflsMp voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece. Turkey, Egypt. 

Middle East, Morocco, Mali, East & South 
Africa, China, Japan, Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA, Canada, Latin America, Australia, 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 170 unique adventures. From 8 days to 6 weeks, 
prices from £339 to £3945. 

Cal for eolw brochure • 


gs gfc tsBa mmx’EK& zi % s ll 

aagsan tssssr £t||f noon *200 
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•01476 578913 vlv 


01476 574111 IIappu WORLD TRAVEL 


Ofcn 7 IMVS MOL 247 ^ 


Lines Open: Mntlti 8am4pnv Sat 9am-5f>n, Sun 10anv5pin. 

A» treat taw to ■ irf aL ifr t| jnd«ialu*A HW ti a»t . 

fin* Osin IMrfays S H0ta U& ABU VMS XRL23I WU 


•B 01252 344151 (Min) 

kuaK/7wwwMsa^nxaMk , 

Explore Worldwide ONJ, IQy 

Aldershot, GU11 BjQ 

Fully Bonded ATTO/ATOL No. 3595 
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EGYPT 
JORDAN 
TL'RKEY 
YEMEN 
IRAN 

MOROCCO 

TANZANIA 

KENYA 

NAMIBIA 

BOTSWANA 

NOl lH Af RICA 

INDIA 

NEPAL 

SRJ LANKA 

CHINA 

THAILAND 

MET NAM/I AOS 

M T AN M AR 

M,U AYSM 

BORNEO 

SUMATRA 

JAV.VBAU 

1/S.VCANAD A 

MEXICO 

COSTA IUCA 

COLOMBIA 

VENEZUELA 

HAITI 

DOMINICAN REP 

ECUADOR 

PERL 

ARGENTINA 
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Join a 
small group 
holiday off the 
beaten track.,. 


For vour irve worlilwida brocliur? coll 

xr 01420 541007 

(Open 7 day* u week) 

Travelbag Adventures (DIN), 


15 Turk St, .Alton, 
Hants. GL.A4 1AG 
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ENCOUNTER 

a whole new adventure... 

HOLIDAYS & 
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SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

The Mountain People 

Walking & Cycling holidays throughout the world. 


backed by 25 years experience from Britain's leatfing 
specialist operator 

Everything from a gentle ramble ID a Himalayan peak 
Call 0181 57 7 7187 NOW fora brochure 
FULLY eONOEO ATOt 1 105 


10 day* to 32 weeks J 

32 yeara experience in Trekking Trucking, [out Now ? I 
Rafting & jungle Projects in Africa, ' 

Asia, Africa & the Amerkas. 

porrwBHtPoirwmnME DC F n c ru 

CALL HOW FOR YOUR FREE BROOME 

01713706845 


o' JR *fe 


Virgin MSCJSSSTVCTS. For world beating offere call us before 15 February on 01293 747 747 or see your travel agent virgin aUanticfo^ 


Book Mnc 15 Fdmon 1997. Ontxxari navd up [o M Febnmy mduw. Wntauun stay: Smndiy mghL Renini by 14 Uiirb. Aurpon To*. Air PaucnfirT But;, ami Srairtly dugs jic not Brhakd. Lurord uvaBaMny. Otter ratnftwns apply 
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ASIA AFRICA ^ 
SOffra AMERICA ss 
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The specialists in travel to 

VENEZUELA 

bortd (jangs and Beyakelbaj 

0181 747 8315 


★ STA TRAVEL * 


WuXMiM Upheld Bn* a* — -t. 
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Ua W OmW lifalt 1 d a Mb 2 Camp Groan, DobnnTiant. 

SfoKnwjKot IP14 GLa 




01817475108 

Mandjeshroffia 
01618321441 
an isq m ao hid an- mu ma 
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The Big' Event Company 

01273 6848 46 

nsm~~~ 


23 Aug-30 Aug 

Il85£; 

fflfffBghis. 
acrammodaior, 
rowls and transport 
of your bike 

RWdwitrna 1011055 

01273 

684840 



Brochure Line; 
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TWO MAGIC ISLANDS TO PAINT, 
toplring courses. March-Uajotca 
May'Sept-MuH. Our 30th Year, 
inteemw* School of Pakittrig. Mia 
te MuH PA70 BHD. 01581 704201 

WALKING hi Germany A 
SMI-guided, no groups. Bags 
transposed. 0178S 324515. 

TREKKING IN GREECE wttti 
Trekklnfl HoHaa. Plus mountain 
biking, palming, sailing. SUNVIL 
0181-847 4748 AriO ATOLSOS. 

BRITTANY- Gull, tennk. saffl ng. 
palhUng, horse riding, river cruis- 
ing. Ask lor Holiday ideas In Brit- 
tany. 01 B1 -64 1 -6060 AHTA V3282, 

ALEXANDER Technique course and 
™day with Jonathan Snell on 
Lwkada. Change and umrtnd from 
normal constraints of Me. 
w«h. Tel 01580 765000 AJTO. 
A8TA.ATOL 

WUW1NG HOLIDAYS- Spring Itow- 
«a on the aver inspiring Greek 
intend oi Lelkedd with Leicester 
Ted walker. Brocti. T SL 
01580 7S500a AITO, ASTA ATOL 

PAINTING. SKETCHING, WALKING 
■Wter Leteaster erttai Tbd Walkec 
Tne teat virgin area of Greece end 
f^oda,-Far acthe artsts. Broch. 
TaMHSSO 785000. AITO ABTA. 
ATOL 

^TTANTINE art in N/W Greece. 15 
jtaytour. Traditional Greek euttura 
that unites religion, art, paaalan 
and 'SavtUr-Vhrra'. Brocti. TW 
01580 765000. AITO. ABTA ATOL 

VIETNAM, BURMA, INDONESIA, 
Jfos. Cambodia, Thailand 8 
UNIQUE ESCORTED 
“OUP & Tailor-Made hottdaye. 
™r iriendly, mpert service Call 
*»fanJourneya 01604 234655 
TTAT7274 

CYCLEAfflICA Unique mountain 
dike adventures for alt abilities, 
wta 01943 46210G lor a tmdaae. 

W *UJ ,N G * CYCLING hoOdan In 
“"®scovererf Europe. Fine food, 
h »«H J fctad hotels, escefcrt 
'raptor-money prices. Glided & 
independent 'choicas - bags 
•Jrafrod tor you. Hsadwaar 01606 
1?220 to -87 brochure. ATOL 
»12A!T0. 

W1NETRAILS Gowmei Win* A 
Waiving holidays- 5 hort braaka, 
99 *ted smal (yoops orBfcrmaJa 
[pHraworlctwkteJnc Fmwe-Spain 
Butgaria Chile SAhW« 
Wedet/B Cyprus' NZ Auabe**- 
°130B 712111 ' . 
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It’s a carve up on the slopes 


Carving skis have become the 
sensation of the season. 
Stephen Wood tests out a pair 


T hey don't work in icy condi- 
tions. They are no good for 
beginners, because you can’r 
snowplough on them or do 
ikid turns. On a fast, straight schuss, 
Jiey are very unstable. The more 
people you talk to - excellent skiers, 
equipment experts, ski instructors - 
the more you wonder why “carving” 
skis have been such a sensational suc- 
cess this season. 

These new skis, also known as 
“side-cuts” or “parabolics", are wide 
at the front, curve inwards from 
either side down to the binding, and 
then splay out (to a varying extent) 
into a fish-tail shape at the back. The 
principle behind them is that the 
wider front helps to initiate a turn 
when the ski is on its edge, and that 
the narrower middle section allows 
the ski to bend more easily into a 
bowed shape. When the whole 
length of the edge is forced down- 
wards by the pressure through your 
boots, the curve of the ski will - in 
theory - make the turn for you. 

Very strong skiers can "achieve 
carved turns with traditional skis: 
they exert such pressure through 
their boots in fast turns that any ski 
will bend. The magic of the carving 
ski is that it enables even the aver- 
age intermediate skier, who exerts 
only about a third of the pressure 
that a racer forces into his or her skis, 
to achieve the same effect Or so the 
brochures say: the US ski manufac- 
turer K2 claims that its intermediate- 
level carving ski, the K2 Two, offers 
“stability in all kinds of terrain. It 
helps you carve naturally. It allows 
you to maintain balance and poise ... 
the better you get the more this ski 
lets you accomplish”. 

The ski magazines in the USA 
were instant converts. S/ding 
declared that “not since the switch 
from leather boots to plastic has 
there been such a profound change 
in ski equipment”. Its rival Ski 
announced “the biggest leap forward 
in ski design since 1954”, and - hav- 
ing tested 64 new models last autumn 
and given the K2 range a maximum 
six-out-of-six gold medals - con- 


TEL- 0171 293 2222 



eluded that “skiing [has] just got a lot 

easier”. 

British ski buyers have been con- 
vinced, too. Ellis Brigham reports 
that in the chain of 10 shops that bear 
his name “75 per cent of the skis we 
have sold this season have been 
carving skis. Nobody made a fuss 
about the first ones that appeared 
Jast season; but now all the compan- 
ies are making them, and making a 
fuss about them - which has con- 
vinced the customers that these skis 
are a big deal. Right now, it looks as 
if next season every ski will be a carv- 
ing ski." According to its British 
importer, K2 has come to a similar 
conclusion: about 90 per cent of its 
1 997/S range will be carving skis, with 
only the high-performance models 
retaining a traditional shape. (He 
added, intriguingly, that only one 
market has not fallen for carving skis; 
but he didn't know why the Japan- 
ese aren't buying them.) 

Last weekend, I borrowed a pair 
of K2 Two skis to test in the French 
Alps. The manager of a ski-hire 
shop in Les Arcs was veiy excited by 
them: he’d heard such good things 
about the K2s that, if I'd played my 
cards right, 1 could have rented 
them to him. But my fellow skiers 
seemed oddly unimpressed. They 
divided into the experts, who found 
carving skis interesting, good fun in 
certain conditions, but not to be 
taken entirely seriously, and the 
intermediates who had struggled to 
achieve the promised great leap for- 
ward in their skiing abilities. Ml were 
still waiting to feel the magic of “nat- 
ural carving". The more we talked, 
the longer the list of criticisms grew. 

Most of them were unfounded, lb 
my relief I found that I could ski just 
as badly on carving skis as on any 
other on every surface, from icy to 
powdery, the K2s indulged bad 
habits. You can snowplough - 
although logic tells me that a 
straight-edged ski wiU give better 
braking performance. You can do 
skid turns - and I did some languid 
beauties on the endless lower pistes 
around Les Arcs 2000. Carving skis. 


Simon Calder 



The wider front of a carving ski (inset) helps initiate a tum when the ski is on its edge 


which are worn shorter than the trad- 
itional equivalents, certainly do wan- 
der on a schuss-, but their curved pro- 
file seems to make them less prone 
to catch an edge on well-worn rut- 
ted tracks. And with their wider- 
th&n-normal prow, they give you a 
very easy, de luxe ride. 

The holy grail, though, eluded me. 
After two tentative and unrewarding 
days in its pursuit, the instructors at 
Les Arcs convinced me that 1 would 
have to turn faster, push harder and 
lean further if I was to get enough 
bend on my skis to carve a turn. 
Right at the limit of my capabilities, 
it began to fed good; then, suddenly. 


it hurt. But I am almost walking nor- 
mally again, and the wound on my 
shin is healing. 

There is, of course, no such thing 
as the carving ski: after all, Ski mag- 
azine found 64 varieties, with a 
range of angles of side-cut, degrees 
of rigidity and dimensions. Add the 
variations between individual skiers, 
and you have no consensus about 
carving skis The K2 Ttoo, with its 
moderate side-cut, suited me very 
well and I would happily keep trying 
to carve on it but you might find it 
unmanageable in icy conditions, no 
good for snow ploughs or skid turns 
and unstable on a schuss . 


And, if my experience Is an un- 
reliable guide, so is the advice of the 
“experts". The instructors at Les 
Arcs told us to keep our skis apart 
when carving turns: otherwise, well 
before the optimum angle of lean is 
reached (you stand up only when 
your uphill hand touches the snow), 
your boots will snag each other. 
This was obviously sound advice. But 
at Lyon airport 1 picked up a copy 
of Skieur magazine, attracted by its 
step-by-step photographic feature 
on the use of carving skis. In each 
picture the skier, in the traditional 
parallel-turn stance, had his skis 
right next to one another. 


B y now, eveiyone living 
in the northern half of 
Britain must be fed up 
with the performance of 
Eurostar. Long before the 
Channel Tunnel opened in 
1994. travellers were 
promised direct trains from 
Berwick to Brussels and 
from Preston to Paris. 
Because the rolling stock was 
not ready (and still isn't), a 
solution was found: special 
trains from the North direct 
to Waterloo, for a quick 
change to Brussels or Paris. 

We have revealed in these 
pages how underpopulated 
these services were - mainly 
because arcane regulations' 
meant they could not carry 
people who wanted to go 
only as far as London. 

Rather than try to change 
these rules, so that potential 
passengers were actually 
allowed to catch the trains. 
Eurostar has opted to cancel 
the special links. Now, 
Europe-bound passengers 
from Edinburgh, for example, 
must travel on ordinary trains 
as far as Kings Cross. Then 
they are supposed to use the 
Underground even though 
the obvious route - using the 
Bakerloo Line - is closed. 
London's cabbies must be 
delighted, as well as airlines 
flying to Paris and Brussels 
from regional airports. 

Eurostar portrays the 
change as an improvement, 
pointing to a much wider 
choice of trains, and the 
prospect of travelling on 
Sundays. And some domestic 
rail users could benefit - 
though since the following 
wheeze involves bending 
rules, surely no reader of 
this column would be so 
unscrupulous as to try it? 
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Surely no 
reader of 
this column 
would be so 
unscrupulous 
as to try 
this wheeze 


lb sweeten the regional 
downgrade, Eurostar has 
negotiated special fares on 
Intercity West Coast and 
Great North Eastern 
Railways. To qualify for a 
£30 return fare from 
Glasgow to London, free of 
the usual low-fare advance 
purchase restrictions, all you 
need do is show an onward 
Eurostar ticket from 
Waterloo to the Continent. 

It docs not take a huge 
intellectual leap to realise 
that anyone in possession of 
a full-fare, refundable 
Eurostar ticket can qualify 
for cut-price travel between 
Scotland and London. You 
show the ticket at Glasgow 
Central station to buy your 
cheap trip to London, then 
hand in the Euroticket for a 
full refund. 

If premeditated, this sort 
of behaviour breaks the 
rules. But suppose a mobile 
phone user (of whom there 
seem to be hundreds aboard 
every train these days) learns 
en route of a good reason 
why he or she should not 
continue with the European 
portion of the trip. 

The passenger is surely 
not going to be asked to pay 
the full fare, even in the 
post-privatisation railway 
wonderland? Legal counsel 
would be appreciated. 

No subterfuge is needed for 
the next top tip - just being 
born on the right day. The 
US airline Reno Air is giving 
upgrades to first class to any 
economy passenger who can 
prove it is their birthday. 
Annoyingly, this option 
applies only to those bom in 
the first half of the year; it 
expires on 1 July. 
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FLIGHTBi 


AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171 757 2000 

WORLDWIDE 

0171 757 2444 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

0171 757 2468 

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS 

0171 757 2500 
7 DAYS 


GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES 
ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 

Ad fares are return (tights, subject to availability, 
seasonal & regional supplements, ex. surcharges 
& taxes where applicable 

BROCHURE HOTUItt 

teff£^-?a°g099<> 1348121 

Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire 
- Hotels - InsirancK 

ATOL 2562 IATA ABTA D0806/V8800 
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travelling freestyle 


New York fr £170 Denver fr£255 Sydney fr£570 Beijing 

Florida £180 S.Francisco£255 N.Zealand £570 Jo’ourg 
Boston £179 Honolulu £445 Hong Kong £454 Nairobi 

Chicago £245 Toronto £219 Bangkok £439 Dubai 

Washington £179 Rio £339 Singapore £415 Frankfurt 


fr£299 

£410 

£329 

£285 

£99 



'flake Off 


CapiialFUGHTS 

OPEN I DAILY TILL LATE 
It '169 TW.EY It 999 
•59 CYPRUS £29 
; '-9 r i‘t ,7 A r 25 
£99 CRUNCH £169 
fSJ NEW YCS-: i!£3 
£122 AUSTRilli £959 

0171-209 4000 


EMBASSY 

FLIGHT 
CENTRE 



01273 700737 

OPEN 7 DAYS TIL LATE 


l' ^ 

£259 

No weekend 
surcharge 


Special Interest Holidays 



Exploratory 
holidays to 
remote areas 
of the 

Karakoram & 
Hindu Kush. 



PIA 

Pakistan International 
Groa t people to fly with 
•Trekking 
•Climbing 
• Mountain 
Biking 
•Rafting 




* Tel: 017687 73966 I 

keadventure@enterpnse.net 


Holidays Afloat Overseas 




UEST Worldwide 


Flights Worldwide Km Frmn Arour.tl the World 



CUES 1 TOR LD WIDE TRAVEL 


4H0AJCHMOND KD, KINGSTON, SURREY KT15HL OPEN 7 DAYS 





0171-3750011 

S3 D D 


INSTANT COVER 


TRAVEL DESIGNS 



CANADA 

sor.irvii.rt ■>? 
TORONTO ; £1 

MONTREAL I Cl 


VANCOUVER £240 


MONTREAL 




Campus 

travel 


: ■: : sliitienjt .ird yCi.r.ci rj.jop 
revid r.j ijpsa.i in :v-r ' 5C 
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IE TOO 

0171730 8111 
0171 730 3402 
M 0171 730 2101 
0117929 2494 
0131 ESS 3303 
0161 273 1721 
0141 553 1818 


OPENS U N 0 AY ; 1 9 *■ J ■" 5. CO AT 
52 GE05VENOR GARDENS 
V at'ii e ;CNIX* S-.V1-.V GAG 


. ITl I A,-' »7.V,M»g W7, 

J.t u. 1 - 111 








ROUND THE WORLD 


mmm 



w ww.camp ustravel.co.uk 


TMIVUV. 


tr/p > ' V- _ 
-> NZZIVf-'F JrN-. 


LOW COST FLIGHTS AnawlflgtA. 
Of 527 524018. MavSst Sam-Upm 


0171 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 



SOREM LARSEH T&B ship safag k> 

Ow Paoffia VoyagM 8 to IB tisys IN A BEAUTIFUL Alpkw vSaQe. tan 
from £448. Explore WortdwU* tansbnick*SaizlHifs3Mnnpi1. 
AJT0/ATOL2S9S. 01252 S441B1. JVJUS8 01823 8606SQ. 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice’ for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 

P<e 

1 SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0171 353 124S Facsimile 0171 3538355 
• 7Ks ipace has been donated by the ptibiisher 


Daily Scheduled 
Services 

4 x Glasgow £29 
4 x Edinburgh £29 
3 x Aberdeen £29 
1 x Inverness £29 
3 x Amsterdam £35 
1 x Nice 
I x Barcelona 

Single, from. excl. Tax. 

Do not require a Saturday night stay. 

From London Luton airport.' 

easy Jet 

Call 01581 44 55 55 anytime 

AIOL 4«S5 


TVavel as many 
times as you like 
from £59 a year. 

With our annual travel insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. To enrol, call between 
8am and 8pm Monday to Friday 
quoting reference IQI2. 

0800700737 

EiKurance 


CcUrtn eaduM* tnd digfeify bamboo* *pp*y. 
Wky Arm and Cuodltkw aiemiUHcMi request- 


Insurance 

Services 



You'd have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 


BERGEN from 


BRUSSELS from 


DUBLIN From 


EDINBURGH from 


FRANKFURT from 


GLASGOW from 


LEEDS BRADFORD from 


NICE from 


PALMA from 


PRAGUE from 


TEfSSIDE from 


ZURICH from 


£69 return 


£59 return 


£145 return 


£74 return 


£69 return 


£59 return 


£99 return 


£59 return 


£83 return 


£149 return 


£149 return 


£164 return 


£93 return 


£99 return 




Return fins from London Hathrew. 
Comart your local travel agem or call for details on 


0345 5 545 54 or 
0345 I FLY BM 




Sl British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 

SoccW tana tnUOt on stfctted too Ml Sglto. 

SrtiM m a»*Mw Iram iirti* i Srteday s&t 
fttompr bks mB Jppfc SoctU torn tic atJO KMMfe E« Wwa 

Lwitl BMIonl. T uafc Edrtaqh. amp* wd Bcttea. Kdmituin 
booUag irwrtrt ft* teuAui*. SasqM mi Berea n nivenkm tar* tawt 
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theatre 

Cathy Packe explores Vicenza, 


T radition dies hard in the small 
towns of Italy. During the working 
day people bustle about, but as 
soon as midday has passed, shops 
begin to dose and the frenetic pace of life 
calms. As the streets go quiet, little can be 
heard but a gentle chink of cutlery on china. 

Arriving in Vicenza at lunch time (an 
hour from Venice by train) offers two 
opportunities. The first and possibly the 
most important is the chance of a decent 
meal: lunch is taken as seriously here as 
anywhere in Italy. The other is that with 
the streets deserted, the architectural glo- 
ries of the place can be seen at their best 
In the early 1400s Vicenza was a pros- 
perous artistic centre, which came under 
the protection of the Venetian republic. 
Traditionally a textile centre, It now has 
a thriving chemical industry, but it also 
manages to remain one of the most 
attractive small towns in northern Italy. 

At first sight - and certainly if you take 
any notice of the leaflets put out by the 
tourist office - Vicenza would seem to be 
something of a one-horse town, the horse 
in this case being the 16th-century archi- 
tect Andrea di Pietro, aka Palladio. He 
is commemorated in hotels, cinemas, 
and other local landmarks and the town's 
main thoroughfare is, predictably enough, 
the Corso Palladio. 

In Vicenza, you can survey his work 
effortlessly by taking a gentle stroll down 
the Corso; start in the Piazza Caste lio and 
head north east, which guarantees that 
you leave the best till last. The street 
meanders along, lined with cafes and 
arcades, and crossed by narrow alleyways. 
As you head down to the Piazza Matteotti 
at the far end. you pass several palazti : 
Thiene, Capra, Pojana, and Barbaran. 
Their designs are attributed to the hand 
of Palladio but all seem to have been fin- 
ished by someone else. This looks like an 
attempt to cash in on a famous name - a 
sort or Italian version of “Elizabeth I slept 
here” - but nonetheless it makes for a 
town which is elegant ahdpleasantly pro- 
portioned- Just off the_Corsoto.dte.left 


nearly at the bottom, is the Cappella Val- 
marana. 

Back on the Corso, after the church, is 
the Palazzo ChiericatL Now the home of 
the municipal art gallery, this is one of 
Palladio’s finest buildings. The facade has 
two rows of columns, above which stands 
a row of classical statues. Inside is a col- 
lection of paintings by artists of Vicenza 
and Venice, including Tiepolo, Tintoretto 
and Veronese. 

Across the way is the Ifeatro Olimpico. 
Even in a country where the extraordinary 
is commonplace, this is a breathtaking 
treasure. From the outside, the building 
is distinguished only try an iron name- 
plate hung across a stone arch, the 16th- 
century equivalent of a billboard. At the 
end of the small garden, buy your ticket 
and head down a narrow corridor and 
through two ornate anterooms. Finally 
you reach the auditorium. 

On the stage is a classical town with 
streets disappearing in various directions 
off a central square. Around the square are 
pillared facades, complete with statue- 
filled niches. It is a permanent set but the 
effect is so lifelike that you can almost see 
a thief lurking in a shadowy doorway, or 
a young heroine leaning out of an upstairs 
window. During the summer season you 
could go to a performance here; at other 
times, sit down on one of the steep tiers 
of seats and leave it to your imagination. 

Don't be misled into thinking there is 
nothing more to Vicenza than Palladio. 
As you head out of the theatre and back 
up the Corso, turn left into an alleyway 
beside the Bata shoe shop, go under the 
arch and you will emerge into a large, per- 
fectly proportioned square, the Piazza dei 
Signori, which is dominated on one side 
by the Basilica Palladiana. Cross the 
square and head down some steps and 
everything becomes higgledy-piggledy. 
Go past the flower stall and you will find 
a series of little underground shops, a 
more permanent version of the original 
outdoor market. The interlocking levels 
surrounding the Basilica give a curious 
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3-D effect which is strangely at odds with 
the symmetry elsewhere in the town. 

Head back to the square again in the 
late afternoon, as the sun begins to go 
down. A table outside the Gaff6 
Garibaldi is the perfect spot from which 
to observe another Italian ritual, the 
passeggiata. As the pace of the city slows 
at about the same rate as your Campari 


diminishes, you may contemplate spend- 
ing another day in Vicenza: visiting 
Monte Berico, a short bus trip from the 
town centre. The two glorious villas here 
- Villa Valmarana, filled with Tiepolo 
frescos, and Palladio’s Villa Rotunda 
( pictured opposite) - are as heroic as the 
Teatro Olimpico. Or you might just 
watch the world parade before you. 


Vicenza 's nearest international airports 
are Verona , and Venice’s Marco Polo. 
Either dry is an hour away by train. 
Gatwick-Verona : British Airways (0345 
222111 ) has a World Offer fare of £150 
return inc tax; book by 29 January. 
Gatwick-Venice: Sty Shuttle (01 SI -748 
1333 ) has charter flights on Monarch for 
£158 inc tax. 


Vicenza's Basilica: 
arrive here at 
lunchtime and you'll 
find the place deserted 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

architectural ASSOCIATION 


Night-time 1 

raids on Vicenza 

Once you've finished admiring 
Vicenza’s extraordinary architecture, 
what else? There is more to this 
town than imm ediately meets the 
eye. Did you know that the Air War 
over Bosnia was controlled from the 
small bases to the north of the town, 
and that there are several thousand 
American paratroopers stationed on 
the eastern side? 

As British air-crews found while 
stationed here during the Bosnia 
campaign, American paras aren t 
particularly adventurous, and only 
rarely venture as far as the city 
centre. So they haven’t spoilt the 
town at alL Yet they have had an 
impact - if your Italian isn’t quite 
up to speed then you are more 
likely to find English speakers here 
than in other parts of the country. 

For flyers in search of nightlife, 
here's where the locals and the air- 
crews go. The Piazza dei Signori is 
the place to start on an evening, but 
don’t bother before 9pm, there will 
be few people about (this is, after 
all, a latin country). There are 
several small, fun bars dotted 
around the side streets surrounding 
the square, including a good jazz 
bar and, surprisingly, an Irish bar. If 
you want to stay even later, then go 
to the out-of-town discos. There are 
several within a few miles of the 
centre and they all open to the wee 
hours. One worth a visit is The 
Boom - about 12 miles north of 
town, if you can afford the taxi. It is 
the size of a superstore and has a. 
dancefloor to cater for every type of , 
music. In the summer there is even 
a dancefloor outside. It’s a very 
popular spot with the locals, but it is 
so big the queues are short 

Trevor Edwards 


TEL: 0171 293 2222^ 
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City Breaks | 
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CityBreaks 

Escape 

while you can. 
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Eastern Europe 


CSS?* 

la ECHTffiSt 



A great 
7 day, 

3 country 
tour 
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CZECH REP. HUNGARY, Poland. 
The Baltic Smtee, Slovakia. Roma- 
nia and Vienna. Wide choice of 
tratfiUonal quaflty hotels. HarfWe 
duration abort breaks, muttcantra 
hoSdaysJU In our 97 brochure, 
imra Tima oin 823 3305 atol 
2392 

CZECWSLOVANA. Alpine xlfcge In 

beautiful High Tatra mountains. 
Forests, lakes, cwkn pool, tennis- 
S/C flat sips 4flL Tel. (0131) 557 


CITY BREAKS : Prep*. 

Cracow. Hotel Ire CIS ppJfew 
Ideasl Tiy a PoBsii casde tour, rent 
achaMMBoliBratanMraaMoun- 
Wns or Lake Bled In Slovenia. 
Auto Plan 01543 257777 
PRAGUE, BUDAPEST. Holds, opts 
a more from the Eastern Euro- 
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France 



The FINEST CAMPING & 
MOBILE HOME HOLIDAYS IN 

Europe - from £ 304 * 

98 sites widi pools, waterdhutes, bars 
and restaurants just like a hotel. 

Our own exclusive mobile homes and 
spacious 4- bed room Supcrtents. 


Save over £100 with our special P&O 
fern 1 offer plus a £50 on-board voucher. 

Call r*jilit lor j krohmr. 

« 0181 395 8565 
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. VFB Holidays UNO). 
jChollonham O LSO 3FB | 

CYCLING 

WALKING 

Hotel to Hotel Tours, with 
luggage carried or single 
centre holidays. 

01892 890 88S 

BELLE FRANCE 

ATOL 7812 jjj 


! CYCLING 

i FOR 
[ SOFTIES ' 

! A unique view of ■ 
I rural France from a , 

I bicycle. Quafity j 
{ accommodation, 
i Meeds to remember ’ 



i Cj 6 l- 5 1 > 

• Detail Agent ATOL 606 ■ 



• Book direct with over 
1700 private owners 

• AH types of holiday 
property, many with pools 

• AO regions of France 

•City Breaks 

Teh 01484 682503 
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France 
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Cheltenham GL50 3FB 



■ .Ooaolry;baadieriMaa(ite,aahaypachtd 
Md^cMce or 117 trims to tame 

♦ HoadqrWteOas bPrane*,^ 

'NHdltodaawySK 



■rap 


’ ♦ fhn «e u rVBteta* P tatirtli* * |wit w dw U 
BTOra li fta to Erevan b se u fl n ti w tMrihQs 

CALL FOR FREE COLOUA BROCHURE 

01606 734413 
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Greece 


WbicbUNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 

LFSThe wider shores of Greece. HALKI Discover tha magical e ha rni 
Unspoi. Remote, lovely quiet ofautalyirtspoltbland. Frendy 
unowdad beaches. Urriqua. peapbandabeaJIUhatxuside. 
TBjOS Remote, tranquK. serene. ALONISSOS layUc herimusde 
The bhnd where *me sands stiL setting. Quiet seduaed beaches. 
KALYMNOS Die Sponge Fishers Esceflem waterfront taveroas. 

island. Vny Wendy. very Gib*. SPETSES Pina c&d secluded 
LEROS Gentle rolling hills, bays, azure seas. Cosnopoltan. 

Secluded beys. spaikSng seas. Watqrsports tutors A Bvely night Bfe 
SYMI Undiscovered, unspoilt. SKOPELOSttourosque harbour- 
Unbelievabiy beauUU. side tan. Scenic wooded mtoior 
triafikioimzzhgtr honed brochure Good food. ExoeSenl beaches. 
TRADITIONAL VILLAS A APARTMENTS FOR THE MSCRBHWTMG 



' ■Don't forget 
• to mention ' . 
The Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


SWATH OS, PeRon, Skopoks, 
Aipnieew, Mykonos. Pam. Swv 
tortm a LanMos. Superb vtttes. 
epta a hotels, most nlDi see 
views. Expert & frlendfy service 
from 5klalho9 Travel ud. now In 
our 19th yr. 0181 940 5157. Alto. 
Atol 1880. 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 



E^apc the mom-tit urn and 
rspcnrntr dw real Creie. on 
i-landof -.iimninf: laiuL-upc- 
ond worm ho-piioliiy. Wc 'lifer 
ir-luiei! ctmnrri i:nlio(x-. villa* 
>* oil pnv ale pool,, qualiljr 
apart metu.- and family-run 
hole!*, ail m un-puli local un-. 
Pin- l-Jrnd Wamlenne ami 
Special Idicjcm Hnliujy- 
0181 995 9323 
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Tnm, Codk. Lcfluo, Mcaanbd. 
Itfan. Crphalaatm. ZakyWIm 



QuintesseiuioJly Creek 
holiday- ovray from ibe 
mainstream. We offer pn vote 
villas with poolt. hotels oud 
seaside collages in beautiful 
unxpcili locations, plus 
-pea ally painting, walking 
and now holKlays. 

0181 995 9323 
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Greek 
Islands Club 

Villa and hotel holidays 
far those who ntprer 
privacy, comfort, per- 
sonal service and beauti- 
ful surroundings. For a 
brochure telephone: 

01932 220477 

hnp-JhrwH, vchxo. uUvilhsf 
vmi Centre Hnbdan Lid 

AKTAVWJl ATOL HI Ami 


IUOS TRAVEL Our personal choice 
ol tratMonal propnttes on Kololo. 
nil Zakymtus. Paros. Naws, 
SUnihoa. Skopoksn. AksnMooo & 
Potion. Ottoman style houses 8 
cottages ctoao Id tno soa In 
Turkey. 01403 259788 174 hre) 
ABTAATOL 145ZAUO. 

SPRING FLOWERS, breathtaking 
vtarn & amply baaches. Discover 
Wastem Crate (root ale vUlogm 
houses. Pure Crete (0181) 780 
0879. ATOL 2757. 

UEFKADAr Evar Inspiring Orenk Ion- 
ian taland. Supeib guaHty luxuri- 
ous vflUta with pool. Trad, heos, 
apts. aids. A0TA. AFTO. ATOL 
Brochure tm 01580 tbsooo. 

BKYROB Holistic Holidays m 
Greece A Caribbean. Ovor 200 
coma kjd by exccfiont tutors 
met. Ken Russell. Sue Townsena 
A Toyah Wilcox. Suporb setting, 
friendly community, dm. food. 
01712843005. 

Kefatonla .the pnwi of ifw 
lorttar.Snry In BW beouDful uttiage 
of FtscaitioJFor broth urs call 
Wkigspiin 0121 4S7 8897 

CR ECO FI LEI F1LOXENIA For the 
ttecemmo. indy, quieter Greece. 
101422] 375990. ATOL 2817 A1TO 


Italy 


ClTALlA's GRAND 
TOUROFrmx 

Follow in the footsteps of the 
nineteenth century nabS&j. 

Indudes guided toms of 
Venice, Rome and Florence, 
anrhtdmndtofiwnra 
da Heart tfHaamy Tear £• At 
SkAm Cwnud Tow 
Bnxlvorfinc WINDS 

01235 824354 

airmhi atol jr um.uiu 

Gtalia 

The Leading Italian Specialist 


Walking & Cycling 
Holidays in 
Tuscany & Umbria 
o 

Dfaawr thcar llnitl m 
ntknndntlorettr 
MI|>lrtIU cmauryiUc. the 
■rddwcnmil sad cuhural 
Immo. Floe wine, 
traditmul xprdaittln and 
BrkaOy. ceotanaUt bmH. 
Wok earn ter ytmr IW7 


HESDWOeKs. 

01606 42220 

Mb ATOL 2412 


TUSCANY. 

UMBRIA 

A COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 

Enfashe Privau V*b and 

Andmcsiritfa Satellite 
Rnls son vdi Tonis Coots. 
EuxSert lumkdpf j 
pritesKDdjr 
dal with the 
tafjjllftl. 


XUSCAIW 
0171 272 


NOW 
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Traditional 

TUSCANY 

Aitnuiive authemic vnuntfy 
hoiucs and cottages un 
hisioTK family-run enalca. 
Some pock FWcno! anti 
iwarbj hills. Sknna. 
Umhrian horde/. Also 
rarmhousc with pool in U 
Marche. 

01812971470 
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UMBRIA/TUSCANY 

LAKE TRASIMEMD 
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A'V: 


—0161 707 X795 


Traditional farmhouses, 
nllas and apartments in 
fiu/v V prettiest regions. 
TREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) H368] 

QUOTE 10l>t IV write U: 
IjfMirt in Irahu. Dcp ItTbJ. 
Bigisv. PuBvnmgh. 
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VACANZE IN ITALIA 



TraJnkmsI eountiy vilh-aputmenu 

wnh pool, charming mtinule hosb 

«d flexible fly-drive holidays,. New 
for 1997: ifce Hllb and Beaches of 
I the Maremma. Grand Tourtn*. 
ftdminjr and Cookery Midiys pfa i 
I <hott btuki io Florence. ' 

0181 995 9323 
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CAREFREE 

ITALY 
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01622 726883 


CASA MIA H7 save monayt Boc 
□Iraetl Private own ora adverth 
quaUy hoBday homes and B&B l 
Italy. CoL Brachim 01484 8881 1! 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Flexlbia Hi 
drtveBio Tuscany & Umbria. Ctn 
actar BB accom. Plus Sldf 
Lakes. CMes. 0181-847 4748 AIT 
ATOLHU. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY. Vfflas, Cc 
•apes 8 apis. For brochures a 
Tailor-made Tours on 01E 
2911450 

ITALIAN COLLECTION Tuscan 
Lhnbrta. Abruzzo & Marohe. Bre 
Oful hrmhouses and cottages wtl 
private pools, nios Travel 014C 
25B7B8 (M hre) ABTAATOL l« 
AITO. 

ROME.FLOnENCE.VEWCE.sk* 
Tuscany. Central apartments 8 v> 
las. Good rates. 0181 680 008! 
060 3900 eve. Fax 680 0321 

VALPOUCELLA, nr Verona. 171 
Century (armhao, sips upto 8, te 
race. EturaVng vtavret Weal Qardi 
Mantua Venice Mts an 
01865247392 

UMBRIA. 3 Bats. Pool. View: 
Space. Peace. From 2200 Pi 
Week 0171 2S1 0575 

N/TUSCANY. Specious self cord A| 
in restored Cl 71h lamhousa.Sh 
4. Superb pesltian. 50 mins Pta 
Horenmi. coast. A pen nine 
Lofig/ahort lets. T«J 10173: 
332073. 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY. Romai 
Be outages 8 luxurious vOse to I 
fci some at the loveliest areas i 
Tuscany. Tel: Q17T 603 7111 ( 
0121 423 5016. 

L U CES i- TUSCAN’ 

Marche, sidty, Elba. Hotels 
amanthre prices. Hotels h 
E22 B&B, apts with pool hn (22 
pw- Auto Plan 01543 257777 

APULIA. CALABRIA, SI OIL’ 
Und iscovered Soufl 
HotrtL, ftrms. Was, Apts, PtMfe 
(01 694) 7221 83 ATOL 4028. 
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Palladio's 


perfect 


building 


Jonathan Glancey admires 
the Villa Rotunda 


travel 
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A (150^80) is the 
renaissance genius 
who shaped not only 
Vicenza but created some 
of the finest country houses 
of all time. 

These can be found along 
the Brenta Canal and the 
Po Valley between Venice 
and Vicenza. One of the 
finest is Villa Capra, (better 
known as the Rotonda and 
built in 1550-1551 for 
Cardinal Capra) an 
exquisite villa famous for its 
four identical entrance 
facades - more a summer 
retreat than a workaday 
home - which is reached via 
an easy and delightful walk 
from the centre of Vicenza. 

If it looks familiar to 
British eyes, this is because 
the bouse was reinterpreted 
both at Chiswick by Lord 
Burlington and at 
Mereworth in Kent in the 
18th century. It also played 
a starring role in Joseph 
Lqsey’s luscious film 
version of Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni. 

/Palladio was the hero of 
what we call the Palladium 
Movement, a British 
Erchitectural fashion 
llurtured by Lord 
Burlington which ousted 
[he theatrical Baroque of 
(Wren, Van Brugh and 
'Hawksmoor, replacing it 
/with a -rigorous, and chaste 
J style that stayed in fashion 
for around 50 years and 
gave Britain the country 
houses we know and 
cherish today. 

Thomas Jefferson, 
president and author of the 
American Declaration of 
Independence, took 
Palladio's style with him to 
Virginia where he tended 
the flowering of a 
transatlantic Italian 
renaissance. 

Palladio has cast a long 
and perfectly proportioned 
shadow across the face of 
the western world. 

Arguably he is the most 
influential of all architects 
and the charisma of his 
perfect buildings continues 
to fascinate us. 

Looking at the Rotonda 
it is easy to see why. The 
house, its proportions 
rooted firmly in the golden 
mean and a related series 
of sophisticated math- 
ematical ratios, is as 
complex and as harmonious 
as a Bach liigue. It is also 
extremely beautiful. 
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ndrea Palladio 


enhances the landscape and 
is handsomely crafted. And 
it is a delightful 
architectural puzzle - is it a 
square house built around a 
dome, or a circular house 
with square walls? ■ 

Palladio was popular 
with clients - the new 
Venetian rich who wanted 
mode! farms to escape to 
after long seasons making 
large amounts of money 
from banking and 
intemationar trade in 
Venice - and with workmen 
too. Clients loved him 
because he endowed them 
with immaculate taste and 
sophistication; builders 
respected him as a fellow 
craftsman who had worked 
his way up the hard way. 

Born in Padua, Andrea 
di Pietro della Gondola 
was apprenticed as a 
stonemason. The name we 
know him by is a nickname 
derived from Pallas, 
goddess of wisdom and 
was bestowed on the 
brilliant young mason by 
his patron and mentor, 
Gian Giorgio Trissini, who 
introduced Palladio to the 
worlds of antiquity, 
classicism and ancient 
Rome. Trissini took his 
prot£g£ to Rome in 1545 
where they stayed until 
1547. Palladio brought 
Rome back in his satchel 
and reinterpreted its finest 
architecture for the 
Venetian bourgeoisie. He 
did not disappoint them. 

Out in the country 
around Vicenza it is hard to 
know where to start a tour 
of Palladio’s peerless 
farmhouses. There are a 
large number of them and 
they are all magnificent 
Perhaps the best starting 
point is the Villa Saraceno, 
now owned and rented out 
by the Landmark Trust 
(01628 S25925). Book well 
ahead and live in the style 
of Palladio. 

Then compare it to Villa 
Pogliano, Villa Zeno, Villa 
Barberi, Villa Mocenico. 
Each is a brilliant marriage 
between ancient Rome and 
the (modem) world 
Palladio and his clients 
operated in. 

A tour of these houses 
will take you through 
delightful countryside - 
not grand, but happily 
settled - and make you 
hungry for more. 

Travelling may tire you, 
but Palladio never will. 
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A delightful architectural puzzle: the Villa Capra, better known as Hie Rotunda 
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Travelling to Holiday France or Spain? 

Why drive the long way round when you can sail direct to Brittany and Normandy? 
Or direct to Santander, with the shortest, fastest crossing to Spain. 

We land you closer to where you’d like to be and save you wasted fuel and effort. 
Our luxury cruise-femes, with their superb value and award-winning service 
spoil you the moment you drive on board. 

And our huge range of self-catermg and self-drive holidays 
and breaks will spoil you for choice. 
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Duff Hart-Davis 


- 1 is now 11 years since 
we moved into our 
farmhouse, but I still 
know lamentably little 
about its history. A visiting ! 
dowser once sat in the 
kitchen over a cup pf 
coffee and' after "• 
consulting his pendulum, 
asked whether the 
building had gone up in 
1681. 1 replied that it was 
entirely possible, but 1 had 
no way of verifying it. 

Over the years scraps of 
information have come to 
light For example, in 1936 
an entire second storey 
was removed, because the 
weight of the stone was 
causing the walls to bulge. 
To this day the house is 
held together with tie- 
rods, with, crossed bars 
and nuts at either end. 

We also know that there 
were more buildings in 
and around the farmyard, 
and that two cottages once 
stood in the comer of the 
wood just above us. But 
when did they disappear? 
Inside the house, why is 
the wall between sitting 
room and parlour 6ft 
thick? And why are some 
doorways only 5fl 6 in 
high? Were people really 
that small in those days? 

Many such questions 
came to mind when 2 hit 
on a copy of Northcourt 
Avenue, a 70-page hlstoiy 
of a pleasant residential 
road in Reading’s 
southern suburbs. The 
pamphlet is obviously of 
greatest interest to 
residents, but it is so well 
researched and produced 
that it {nay goad other 
householders into 
discovering more about 
their homes. 

The author is Penny 
Kerap, a history teacher 
who came to the Avenue 
only in 1988, and so felt 
“rather presumptuous"’ in 
tackling the booklet. She 
put a tremendous amount 
of unpaid work into the 
project, but, like everyone 
who became involved, she 
felt it was beneficial to the 
community, as it helped 
people to get to know 
their neighbours better. 

Her on-site contributors 
included distinguished 
artists who gave their 
services free, providing 
attractive line drawings 
not only of the houses, but 
also of the birds and 
animals in the gardens. 

It is sobering to find 
that the Avenue - which is 
now engulfed in the 
sprawl of Reading - did 
not exist until early this 


It is the 
close detail 
of everyday 
life that is of 
. greatest 
fascination in 
the history of 
an area 


centuiy. The ground its 
houses now cover was 
then farmland belonging 
to the Palmer family (in 
partnership with whom 
Thomas Huntley famously 
made biscuits). In 1904 
builders bought the land 
and speculation ran riot. 
The Twenties brought a 
particular rush of new 
dwellings, many with 
splendid names: . 
Stepaside, El Ferden, 
Gorphwysfa, Locarno. . 

Today Northcourt 
Avenue is a long way from 
open country. You have to 
drive through two miles of 
solid houses, and then 
cross the M4, before you 
come to any fields. 

The sLreet gains interest 
from its proximity to 
Reading University and 
Leighton Park School. 
And Peter May, captain of 
the England cricket team, 
was brought up at No 95; 
Margaret Thatcher once 
went to a christening party 
in the garden of No 42. 

Yet it is the close details 
of everyday existence, the 
fluctuating fortunes of the 
families who built or 
bought the houses, that 
provide the greatest 
fascination. The Avenue 
contains only 120 
households, but more than 
300 copies of the booklet 
have already been sold. A 
similar record of the 
nearby village of So lining 
has gone through three 
editions. Local estate 
agents have been among 
the keenest buyers, 
reckoning that a bit of 
history increases the value 
of any property. 

If so much can be found 
out about a street that has 
existed for less than a 
centuiy, why do I know so 
little about my own house, 
which is at least three 
.times as old? Perhaps I 
have not dug deeply 
enough in the local record 
office. Maybe I should 
question more old-timers 
In the village. Mis Kemp 
and her helpers have 
inspired me to have a go. 

‘Northcourt Avenue: its 
History and People' {£9 inc 
p&p). available from Penny 
Kemp, 66 Northcourt 
Avenue, Reading RC2 7HQ 


The right to 
ramble on 

David Foster assesses the 
impact of new footpaths 


F reedom to roam. 'Whenever 
landowners and ramblers talk 
about access, those three, 
words are sure to mzdig the 1 
feathers fly. For most of this century 
ramblers have been pressing for a 
statutory right to roam over 'open, 
uncultivated countryside in England 
and Wales; and ran downers, pointing 
to the practical difficulties, have con- 
sistently opposed their proposals. 

The Country Landowners Associ- 
ation (CLA), whose members own 60 
.per cent of the rural land in England 
and Wales, believes that the time has 
come foe a less adversaria] approach. 
To ' them, countryside recreation 
means more .than just walking; they 
recently asked more than 60 inter- 
ested * organisations (including 
canoeists, anglers, cyclists and all- 
wh eel- drive enthusiasts) for input 
into their Access 2000 policy. 

The Ramblers* Association’s Dir- 
ector, Alan Mattingly, while wel- 
coming the proposals for 'more space 
to roam, sees “the primary aim of 
Access 2000 as an attempt by 
landowners to head off any moves. . . 
to legislate for freedom to walk over 
mountain and moorland". 

Still, actions speak louder than 
words, and some landowners have 
already created “permissive paths” 
on their estates. These allow free 
public access, usually for a defined 
period of up to 10 years, whilegiv- 
ing landowners far more freedom' 
to manage their estates profitably. 


* ■ Even the best new paths aren't 
much use if nobody knows where they' 
are. The Ordnance Survey is to show 
more access information-on its Land- 
ranger maps. The larger-scale 
Pathfinder series is also due for a ma- 
jor revamp, and some some longrtenn 
permissive paths will, be added. 


The estate owner 
Barn owls breed on Robin Combe's 
estate at Bayfield, just a couple of 
miles inland from Blakeney on the 
North Norfolk coast. There are otters 
in the river and butterflies in the park. 

A different owner might fry to 
keep people out, but Mr Combe, a 
CIA member, says: Anybody who 
doesn’t open as much of their estate 
as they possibly can is making a 
huge mistake. Most ramblers have 
the interests of the countryside at 
heart; they’re the people wc have to 
enlist on our side to help protect it.'" 

These aren’t just empty words. He 
has so far opened up free access to 
four miles of permissive footpaths at 
Bayfield, and has 10 miles of riding 
track paid for by annual subscription. 

But his work has implications 
beyond the estate’s boundaries, for 
North Norfolk's internationally 
important scenery and wildlife are 
under threat from the sheer number 
of visitors. The Norfolk Coast Project, 
a joint Countryside Commission and 
local authority initiative, aims to 
encourage holidaymakers to sample 
some of the area’s less vulnerable 





habitats. Project Officer Graeme 
Hayes sees Bayfield's initiative as a 
positive step; “Visitors 1 cars are a real 
problem on the coast,” he says. “Get- 
ting people to explore inland areas on 
foot is an ideal solution.” 

It's a concept that seems to work 
well for everyone. “In the three years 
we've had these access paths,” says 
Mr Combe, “we've had nothing but 
goodwill, pleasure and a great deal of 
satisfaction for a lot of people. I'm 
thrilled we’ve done it” 

The farmer 

In 1468 an English army under the 
command of the Earl of- Pembroke 
was marching to lay siege to Hartech 
Castle. Near journey’s end, the sol- 


diers swept down the Nantcol valley, 
crossing the land now. grazed by 
John Vienne’s sheep. 

Other feet now tramp these hills, 
and Mr Wynne is delighted to see 
them. “They’re all nice people,” he- 
says, “but what they don’t realise is 
that when you come into this sort of 
a place it is potentially hazardous". 
Time and again he gets called out to 
help rescue lost or injured walkers 
who have strayed off the footpaths 
and come to grief on the precipitous 
mountain slopes above his farm at 
Glyn Artro, near Lianbedr. 

The solution, thinks John, is for the 
National Park Authority to waymark 
the more popular walks, and to pub- 
lish maps of the routes, graded for 
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difficulty. Yet there is already a 
plethora of guidebooks and leaflets. 

The authority ha£ recently com- 
pleted the first-ever survey of all 
Snowdonia's footpaths and bridle- 
ways. Less than a third of them 
meet all the legal requirements for 
public use, but essential remedial 
work is under way. However, high- 
intensity waymarking might engen- 
der a false sense of security. National 
Park wardens would prefer to see 
walkers navigating safely with map 
and compass. 

But, with no clear consensus on 
how inexperienced walkers can best 
enjoy the mountains, many land- 
owners are worried about their legal 
liability when accidents do happen. 


How to make a molehill out of a mountain 


Gill Tunstall navigates her way around the Welsh hills 


A ccording to Ruskin, there’s no 
such thing as bad weather, 
only different kinds of good 
weather. How he would have 
described, an Indian summer fol- 
lowed immediately by storm-force 
gales and rain as thick as Dralon cur- 
tains is anybody's guess. But that’s 
British weather for you. Fickle. One 
minute you're strolling along a moun- 
tain path like Heidi the next you’re 
in the eye of a storm, lost, with a map 
that rapidly turns to papier mach£. 

Yet it needn’t be that way, as I dis- 
covered by joining an introductory 
mountaineering stalls course at Plas 
Y Brenin. the National Mountaineer- 
ing Centre at Capel Curig in north 
Wiles. The five-day course covers 
almost everything you need to know 
to have a safe day out on the bills. 


And that’s what Jonathan, a tree 
surgeon from Essex, Annie, a globe- 
trotting marketing executive. Paul an 
electronics engineer, and Caroline, a 
pensions adviser, wanted to learn. All 
had walked with groups, but wanted 
the confidence to strike out on their 
own. 

The first morning dealt, approp- 
riately, with weather. As gales bat- 
tered the building, we huddled round 
a Met Office map, with a swirl of 
tightly-packed isobars like a migraine 
before our eyes. Like Ruskin, our 
instructor, Carl Harbel, is a man who 
looks on the bright side. The weather 
may have looked bad, but it wouldn’t 
put a dampener on the day. So, after 
juggling map and compass in the 
classroom, we headed into the great 
outdoors for the real thing. 


“Navigation is absolutely the most 
vital thing for a good day out on the 
hills,” said Carl. With that in mind we 
spent the afternoon splashing round 
open moorland nearby, navigating 
from stream bend to wall junction, 
footbridge to woodland, and learning 
to read the land from the map and 
vice versa. We never strayed high, it 
was too windy for that, but this was 
exactly the sort of terrain to get to 
grips with navigation. 

“Sometimes when you’re out on 
the hill and it’s windy and raining it’s 
easy to follow a boundary line on the 
map instead of a path.” warned Carl. 
“Hie thing is that some of these 
boundaries end up running over the 
edge of cliffs, so you need to be sure 
before going on to the hill.” 

Gradually, we learnt the practical 


value of our lessons. We worked out 
how many paces we each took to walk 
100 metres and could then measure 
distance as we strode out. The squig- 
gles on the map became hill tops, 
slopes and cliffs, white spaces meant 
flat ground, and by taking a compass 
bearing we confirmed that we were 
going in the right direction. 

Confidence began to grow, and by 
day two even the sky looked brighter. 
By lunchtime wc had honed our nav- 
igation skills and were heading for the 
summit of Tiryfan, an Alpine-style 
3,000ft mountain that rises from the 
Ogwen Valley like a huge rock 
fortress. As wc scrambled through 
heather on to boulder-strewn slopes 
to the top, the clouds rolled in and 
out. giving tantalising glimpses of the 
surrounding mountains. 
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We descended through a rock/ 
gully, slithering down paths that h3d 
turned into streams in the unrelent 
ing rain, gingerly lowering ourselves 
down rock “steps” that seemed 
impassable at first glance, all the time 
under Carl’s watchful eye. 

“It’s funny,” said Jonathan, as we 
reached the bottom. “You look down 
and think, ' I can’t get down that’, but 
you do if and realise it’s all right Then 
you look up at where you’ve been and 
think, ’I just came down there!’” 

Plas Y Brenin runs mountaineering 
and navigation courses all year round 
Fora brochure call 01690 720214. The 
British Mountaineering Council { 0161 
445 4747) has a list of recognised 
centres and instructors presiding sim- 
ilar courses throughout the country. 


We think it’s time you went away 


Hotel breaks: 2 nights for the price of 1 


T he Independent and the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday would like to 
invite you to take a hotel break 
and enjoy two nights for the price of 
one. 

Simply pay for one night’s bed and 
breakfast and you will get the next 
night, including breakfast, free. 

All the participating hotels are 
members of the Minotel consortium 
and many will allow you to enjoy a 
longer stay on the same basis: pay for 
two nights and stay for four, for ex- 
ample. You can check this with yous 
chosen hotel when you make your ini- 
tial reservation. 

There are more than 80 Minotel ho- 
tels participating in this offer, all of 
which are located in England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. All the hotels of- 
fer top-class comfort and pride them- 
selves on providing a personal service 
that many larger establishments can- 
not match. 

A list of the participating Minotel 
hotels was printed in Sunday’s Inde- 
pendent on Sunday and Monday’s In- 
dependent. 


How to Qualify 

To qualify for your 2 for 1 break, you 
must colled four differently numbered 
tokens from the nine we are printing 
in The Independent and the Inde- 



: voucher printed today, 
then follow the booking procedure de- 


tailed below. Also published today is 
a confirmation booking form. You 



ing form will be printed in tomorrows 
Independent on Sunday. 

Booking Procedure 

1. All bookings must be made by 
telephone direct with each individual 
hotel. Callers must identify themselves 
as “Independent 2 for 1 voucher 
holders” as some hotels may have 
standard or superior rooms available 
at normal rates when their allocation 
of 2 for 1 rooms is full. 

2. All bookings must be pre-paid 
and reservations can be confirmed 
over the telephone by credit card hold- 
ers at most hotels. 

3. Voucher holders wishing to pay 
by other methods, can make a provi- 
sional booking by phone which the ho- 
tel will keep open for 48 hours 



be acknowledged by 
day it is received. If you do not receive 
such an acknowledgement within 
seven days, you are advised to con- 
tact the hotel. 

4. Vouchers must be surrendered on 
arrival at the hotel and can be used 
on one occasion only. 

5. Vouchers are valid from II Jan- 
uary to 30 September 1997. 
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Pictured today is Chester 
Home Hold in Bnunrm on 
I be Wale i. GWiucc&tci. This 
hold occupies a quiet but 
central spot in one of the 
CDtswold's most scenic vil- 
lages. A double or twin rcutn 
costs Irani £79 for one night. 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SEN DAY 


Terms and Candiuow 

1. To participate m our 2 for 1 oiler >»« imw culled i 
differently numbered tokens mdndmg 1 bom the Indepun- 
JrTL on Sunday and attach them lo a miKtiir. II you would 
fair lo laic more then one J lor 1 break jiim culled four in- 
ker* and one voucher frit each separate ixxavmn Dial ynii 
logo, 

! The vowher may Ire redeemed il anv paniopjling Minn- 
Is-l hofvl ('to ImuiI in the IthlepcndLiu on Sunday, i; Jamj- 
ars, and TIk Independent. IS Jm*f> t for one live night's 
bed ami breakfast Un mu people in a standard nun ur dun- 
hle room when the lira night's hed and hrcaWasi is pnt-pur- 
chawd at Hie price indicated 

Some binds, at tbc proprietor's discretion, mil accept 
i be tvudtcT for longer slays oa rite same hast-, sn you ean stay 
I.t - night Hit the price of 2 fnrcmmpk. Please check with 
vt.ur ehrjMSa hold *hcn making wut Winn?. 

4. Tbcnxicfaer tlocv not ower payment (nr am ni her treat, 
ur unto; that may he requested by the holder and unroot lv 
used milt «iy other offer, saving or dKcuimi rfaai may he avail- 
able oi the bolt-1. 

f. No bookings nail be accepted lor Bank fanfaday pen. *k 

A- Bookings for January . February. Mitch and April can- 
not be made mow than uwcckam advance buolanp for Mo- 
und September canon! be made mnee than J necks in Advance. 
Bookiitp for June. Jidy and August cairnm be made more than 
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■ 

I Confirmation Booking Form 


| caw aft* ,0, ^ * 

I Name of hotel. 

| Date of arrival 1 

Dalfl of departure — . 


WWW WI UQpMJ mi C _ H . 

■ Total number of nights accommodation required. 

| bkjmber of nfr\s to be paid for (V2 the number sho^ab^f 
| @ the pnee of E per I0Wn ^ rtgh , _ £ 

| I enclose my cheque no ; 


for the above amount 


7 Jays id ads incc. 

7. Voucher* are valid Inim II January (■• V) September 
I'm. 

H. Vouchers mutt he surrendered on orm-al at [he hotel 
and con be used on one rex-WHin rmh. 

9. Nn-slwws nr laoaQalloit* less Ilian 1 4 days prior to the 
oniMpak-d dale of arrival tu ibe bold will render the vouch- 
er invalid and Ibe holder liable for payment id full lor earth 
mghl honked, including those prvviuii-Jy ottered I rev. 

10 AU bonlanp. made under this pirsnottnn aic subject 
10 avaflubiluy and in (he selected hold's own period "I avad- 
ahilny and terms and ctculnumv except shore l hose cnnjj- 
imnr. may ditler from ilwv m which cue the* conditions stall 
prevail. 

it. Phnltvnptcs nf inker*, and vouchers arc nut .(CCcjn- 
able. 

I J. f.Vne sWd. under the age »tl llsxar- at the time id 
mg and sharing a roren with WO aJulLs uiU he iirtORWlndal- 
ed Ireu of charge hot all meats Including biealdasi. will he 
durgcaHc. 

1 3. The Jescnptlom and pitas utiuuiiwJ m this nflsr |u»c 
been supplied by participant!!; hotels. While eserv effort has 
ht-ert nude In eitvuv I heir accuracy prior to pulilnaiiun. m. 
rcsponstbilitycuibe taken by Newspaper PuWLvhmgpfc Qtar- 
icrhniLve Ptumulmns or Minotel for am- error, omiMims nr 
changes th.ll may lake pUi afieraar Jt nilbnui nonce. 
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’for the price of 1 Voucher 
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I Tate this voucher with uowkK* 1 
1 E"5 n, “ h® "rendered on L 
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■ re 9eematile at nartei- 

gp~3£§: 

Sunday promotion [W - 19 JamSry isJn 
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Free bottle. of wine 
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gardening 


A reminder of past triumphs 

Anna Pavord is inspired by a meticulous gardening diary 
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O ne of my good intentions when 
we first moved to our house was 
to keep a record of work that we 
did in the garden. If nothing else, 
I thought it might at least stop me mak- 
ing the same mistake twice. But such was 
the chaos of taking on a house where ivy 
grew up the inside of the waits as well as 
the outside, that the first years galloped 
by unrecorded- Looking back, I see onJy 
a blur of small children, too many animals 
and huge bonfires. 

It took us 18 months of hacking through 
brambles, elder and seedling sycamores to 
find what we supposed were the bound- 
aries of the garden. When finally I broke 
through to a stone wall at the back of what 
is now the top lawn, I came face to face 
with farmer Fry, our neighbour, feeding 
sheep in the adjoining field. “Well,” he 
said, after gazing at me steadily for a while. 
“I haven't seen anyone up there since the 
big war.” He meant the first one of course. 

So quite a lot had happened before one 
January, four years after our arrival, I finally 
wrote “Garden Book” on an (rid school 
exercise book and started making notes. 
“Attacked the boundary hedge, got rid of 
remaining brambles and rebuilt two sec- 
tions of the retaining wall.” A lot of attack- 
ing goes on in the early entries. It makes 
me feel exhausted just to read about it. 

But, usefully, the garden diary jogs the 
memory about things Fd forgotten. It notes 


the date that the old apple tree, the 
centre-piece of the round border, blew 
down in a terrible gale. It records the price 
of the railway sleepers (£5.60 each) that I 
got in to edge the sides of the asparagus 
bed. I had eight more delivered last week 
to edge paths in the vegetable garden. The 
price? £20 each plus VAI 

The problem with garden books is that 
when there is most to write about, there 
is least time to write. But I hope to do bet- 
ter this year than I have in the past, 
spurred on by the garden books kept by 
my great-uncle. They are models of pre- 
cision and clarity, and from time to time 
I take them down from my shelves and 
read them as a special sort of treat. Or 
rather a re-treat - from the chaos of the 
real world. 

He was a schoolmaster of a type that 
scarcely exists now: ascetic, solitary, a trav- 
eller, formidably well read. He started his 
garden books when he retired to a cottage 
with an acre of garden, and they stretch 
from March 1945 until June 1962 when 
the last entry reads “My garden is a jungle. 
D1 health.” He died a month later. 

His special interests were carnations, 
auriculas, sweet peas and chrysanthe- 
mums, on all of which he made meticu- 
lous notes. He planted two orchards and 
kept a huge vegetable garden, harvesting 
at least two dozen different crops each 
year, all plotted on a neat map of the gar- 


den. In January 1958 he notes “Geaned 
blackcurrants and mulched them with 
compost, fire ash and a sprinkling of Gro- 
more fertiliser. Labelled the bush second 
from the south-west end with three metal 
tags. It is very vigorous and bore the best 
crops of berries.” 

Now that’s the kind of thing I keep 
meaning to do: mark the blackcurrant 
bushes that seem best to propagate from. 
Notes jotted down about particularly good 
forms of plants jog the memory when the 
rigjht moment comes for taking seed or cut- 
ting?. I had some extraordinary opium pop- 
pies in the garden this year, but only got 
round to marking some of the seed pods 
with twists of green wire. Finding those at 
seed-collecting time was easy, but the rest 
may be lost for eveT. 

In spring 1953 my great-unde was plant- 
ing out one of his old carnation beds as a 
cutting garden, edged with mignonette. In 
the first row he had love-in-a-mist ‘Miss 
Jekyil’ and Californian poppies. In the sec- 
ond be planted sweet sultan and dartaa, in 
the third Shirley poppies and Chrysanthe- 
mum tricolor. In the fourth row be put Eng- 
lish pot marigolds, a variety called ‘Radio’ 
(still available from Chilterns Seeds) and 
finished off with a row of crimson godetias 
and larkspur. The choice perfectly encap- 
sulates cottage gardening of the Fifties. 

The further back in time you go, the 
more riveting it becomes to read in garden 


books and diaries about gardens being cre- 
ated, and the minutiae of the work being 
carried out. On 17 January 1653, the 
diarist John Evelyn noted that he “began 
to set out the ovall garden at Sayes Court 
which was before a rude orchard. Ail the 
rest an intire field of 100 acres without any 
hedge”. This was the beginning of the work 
that eventually made Sayes Court, Dept- 
ford, one of the most important gardens of 
the 17th century. 

Parson Woodforde is best known for the 
gargantuan meals that be put away, all 
noted in the diary he kept between i758 
and 1802, but between “the neck of mut- 
ton boded, the goose, the rost beef and the 
plumb puddings”, Woodfbrde found time 
on 4 January 1782 to “enlarge my Pleasure 
Ground a Trifle by taking in part of the 
small Field near Goochs House”. In Jan- 
uary 1790, he noted “the Season so remark- 
able mild and warm that my Brother gath- 
ered this morning in my Garden some full 
blown Primroses”. 

My own garden book records that in tbe 
January I started it, the hellebores were 
in foil bloom by now. The poor things 
started to pierce through the ground 
round about Christmas this season, but the 
bitter wind and tbe iron-hard ground have 
dissuaded them from coming on any fur- 
ther. Very sensible. But Fm longing for 
their appearance and have promised 
myself a visit to R&D Plants to choose 


some extra hellebores when the flowers 
are full out Then I can pick the kind 1 like 
best, and don’t have. 

The practical Romans originally missed 
out January and February altogether from 
their calendar, arranging a 10-month year 
tied to what formers needed to do on the 
land. That would suit gardeners, too. Jan- 
uary and February are the worst months 
for trying to do anything that involves the 
earth or its plants. But they are good 
months for planning. Or should be. 

Harold Nicolson, who laid out the gar- 
den at Sissinghurst with his wife, Vita 
Sackville-West, noted in his diary a futile 
planning session in the dog days after 
Christmas 1946. “In the afternoon I moon 
about with Vita, trying to convince her that 
p lannin g is an element in gardening. I 
want to show her that the top of the moat- 
walk bank must be planted with fore- 
thought and design. She wishes just to jab 
in the things which she has left over. The 
tragedy of the romantic temperament is 
that it dislikes form so much that it 
ignores the effect of masses. She wants to 
put in stuff which "will give a lovely red 
colour in tbe autumn’. I wish to put in stuff 
which will furnish shape to the perspec- 
tive. In the end we pari, not as friends.” 
Poor man. VSW has usually been given 
the lion’s share of the credit for the gar- 
den at Sissinghurst Nico Ison's diary gives 
us tbe means to redress the balance. 
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GARDEN PICTURE LIBRARY 

F lower of the hour Mahonia x 
media ‘Charity' (above). Why? 
Because the shrub, though 
gaum in an Enoch Powell sort of 
way, has great presence. It is stiffly 
upright formal and evergreen, with 
leaflets arranged in pairs along a rib 
more than a foot long. Spikes of 
yellow flowers, which smell of 
cowslips, burst in dumps from the 
growing tips of the upright 
branches. They start in November 
and sometimes last until February 
‘Charity 5 (‘Faith’ and ‘Hope' 
inevitably followed) was picked out 
from a line of plants growing in 
Louis Russell's Wlndlesham 
Nursery by Sir Eric Savill of the 
Savill Gardens, Windsor. It was one 
of many crosses that have been 
made between Mahonia lomariifolia 
which has the best leaves of the 
tribe and A f. japonica which has the 
best scent. The original plant still 
grows in the Savill Gardens and is 
14ft high and almost as wide. 
Mahonias flourish in sun or - 
usefully - in quite deep shade and 
need Httle attention apart from a 
thick mulch once a year. 

The three most important 
guardians of Britain’s historic parks 
and gardens - The National Trust, 
The Royal Parks and English 
Heritage - have joined together to 
set up a three-year programme to 
train the head gardeners of the 
future. Unlike other horticultural 
courses, this modern 
apprenticeship will lay great 
emphasis on the disappearing skills 
and craftsmanship which are 
essential in the maintenance of 
historic gardens. 

Twelve apprentices, most of 
them between the ages of 16 and 
21, have already been recruited. 
The first year involves 10 weeks of 
intensive course work at Canning- 
ton College, Somerset and 39 
weeks of practical gardening in one 
of the properties looked after by 
the organisations that are sponsor- 
ing the scheme. 

Jim Marshall, one of the Nation- 
al Trust’s garden advisors said 
“This training in traditional garden 
crafts is essential if we hope to 
equip tomorrow’s gardeners with 
the necessary skills.” 

For further information about 
the scheme, which is designed to 
redress the present lack of work- 
based training, contact John 
McKenoaU, Vocational 'framing 
and Development Advisor, The 
National Trust Cornwall Regional 
Office, Lanhydrock, Bodmin. 
Cornwall PL30 4DE (01208 
74281). 

Angus White of Architectural 
Plants, Nuthurst, Horsham, West 
Sussex is having a monster Winter 
Sale, with 20 per cent off the price 
of all plants and terracotta pots. 
There is a fabulous selection of 
plants at tbe nursery: feres for cool 
conservatories, palms, spiky 
cordylines, fat juicy echeverias. 
White - as the name of the nursery 
suggests - is only interested in 
plants with presence. Architectural 
Plants is open Mon-Sat (9am- 
5pm). For further details phone 
01403 S91772. The sale continues 
until the end of January. 
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Bred in Belgium this new compact 
Forsyth i a only grows to one metre, 
unlike the' common Forsyth ia which 
gets to over three metres and needs 
regular pruning. 

Forsythia Golden Bells is ideal for 
the front of a border, rockery or 
patio container. It can even be grown 
in a container and brought into the 
house when in JTjC 4CKT 
flower as illustrated. PAP 


HOW TO ORDER 
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RING 0161 431 6431 

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE (24 hours) 
IMPORTANT Quote *IND 112' when ordering. 

OR Complete the coupon quoting your 
Mastercard/Visa number or send with crossed 
cheqoe/pOstal orders. NO CASH PLEAS E- 
Ttfc The I nrtw p cnrtBn t Dwarf F oBftth Golden BeMs* Olfet 
Bn 64, Soott Wtet Dotrid Office, Manchester: M16 9HA 
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gardening 


Get Growing in a 
GrowMate! 


Cal new for a tree broctuB 

an 01631 720539, or 
write ik Backwoodsman, 
Dept M3, Barcaidhe, 
06AN,Aigj4, PA371SL 
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GREENHOUSE 
HEATERS Bl gas 

H GREAT NEWS 
for GARDENERS 

Colour Illustrated 

Westfield Road 
Slyfield Industrial 
Estate, Guildford 
Surrey GUI 1RR 

S3 The Calor Gas Centre 
Mdford (01483) 300410 
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0171 293 
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Under the counter 
with Lindsay Caider 

Carmen get it 


T his morning in 
I ihe locker room I 
noticed that the 
woman who has daily 
personal training 
{tom Carl also has 
two HRT patches. 

At least 1 assume 
that's what they 
were. You don’t stick 
the Nicorettc ones 
on your buttocks, do 
you? At first 1 
thought they might 
have been someone 
else's soggy com 
plasters that she had 
inadvertently sat on 
whilst drying 
between her toes, 
but they did seem to 
be clinging on with 
some purpose. 

1 am more than 
mildly curious about 
her, but can only 
build up a picture 
from the facts before 
me: her choice of 
underwear 
(unsuitable), the 
Mulberry bag that 
she stuffs her 
trainers into (a little 
extravagant), a 
Donna Karan 
trouser suit (not just 
DNKY) and today 
there was something 
else: Carmen rollers. 

Well, the buttock 
parches give away 
her age, and if you 
tie these in with the 
undies (which barely 
cover them) what are 
the options? 

Divorcee getting ail 
HRT d up and 
thongy ready for 
some action? Or an 
office affair - hence 
the stamina- 
improving sessions 
with Carl every 
morning, followed by 


an hour in make-up 
and rollers? Then 
again, it may just be 
an attempt to 
rejuvenate body and 
marriage, but that’s 
far too boring. 

Now my preferred 
option: she is a 
career woman, but 
has been a martyr to 
her profession, has 
never had time for 
lovers, and now, at 
that bormonal 
turning-point in her 
life, finds herself 
alone and fed up 
with being cast as the 
firm headmistress. 
This lady has finally 
decided to get big 
hair and go for it: 
patches, panties, 
press-ups, the works. 

If you can't quite 
face the patches and 
the panties yourself, 
go for the Cad and 
Carmens option. 
Carl, or a similar 
model is available 
from most gyms at 
around £20 a session 
and Carmen rollers 
(surprisingly, not 
exclusively available 
from car boot sales) 
are still being made 
and can be found at 
most department 
stores. 

The standard 
plastic set of 20 costs 
£14.99: a thicker, 
rubberised set, 
£21.99; Carmen 
Elite, £24.99. And, if 
you are after really 
big hair. Carmen 
Elite Jumbo costs 
£29.99. 

Perhaps they could 
come up with a natty 
little portable set for 
the gym? 


Agony of 
eggstasy 

Why Easter’s here, by Debbie Davis 


I magine a world where one cele- 
bration runs into another, and your 
favourite season lasts for ever. If 
this sounds like nirvana then you 
can see it for yourself next week, as 
Easter meets the tail end of Christmas 
on supermarket shelves. Safeway starts 
selling Easter eggs on Monday and the 
other major supermarkets will follow 
suit before the end of Janaaiy. You have 
72 days in which to buy. 

If you like periods of abstinence in 
your consumer heaven, you may won- 
der at this need to launch Easter so 
early. A Safeway spokesperson said the 
supermarket chain responds to custom- 
er demand. “We are all busy people; our 
customers may want to buy Easter eggs 
as part of their normal shop." 

But Judy Fenn, a shopper emerging 
from the Reading branch of Safeway, 
did not agree. “I haven’t taken my holly 
down yet" she protested. 

Mars Confectionery sides with the 
supermarkets. The company contends 
that since we buy £330m -worth of con- 
fectionery during Valentine’s Day, 
Mother’s Day and Easter Sunday, it 
helps to be able to spread our shopping, 
physically and financially. 

This theory lacks plausibility. Say 
you buy eggs 10 weeks early. No, -dar- 
lings, they’re not for eating yet You put 
them in the hiding place that failed you 
at Christmas. The eggs disappear but 
the children reassure you: there are still 
nine weeks to buy them again. Next time 
you put them in the garage. The week 
before Easter you go out there and find 
the eggs sitting in a pool of leaked paraf- 
fin. You throw them out and start again. 
This time you arrive at the eggs section 
to see Easter sold out 


The reality is that almost all eggs axe 
bought at the last minute. Richard 
Frost, Cadbury’s bead of public rela- 
tions, says: “Easter doesn’t have the 
same dynamics as Christmas. It’s a one- 
product occasion, with SO per cent of 
eggs bought just before Easter Sunday." 

So why do supermarkets take up valu- 
able shelf space with a product they 
know isn’t going to sell for weeks? And 
why is Easter on the shelves as the same 
time as Valentine’s Day and Mother’s 
Day, both of which fall before it? 

TW o theories emerge. Mintel the 
market research company, finds that 
Easter helps consumers to come out of 
their post-Christmas hibernation. The 
earlier this swing occurs, the better. 

Robert East, professor of consumer 
behaviour at Kingston Business School 
in Surrey,, agrees that holidays such as 
Easter have a powerful control over 
spending. “The associations of Easter 
are all pleasant" he says. “Eggs could 
be part of giving the store a nicer feel, 
in the same way that the smell of freshly 
baked bread makes it more attractive." 

Mintel's research supports the second 
theory, put forward by an independent 
grocer who did not want to be named. 
Supermarkets know- that food sales 
linnmet after Christmas; eggs help to 
II the shelves, and don’t have to be paid 
for until after Easter. In fact, a confec- 
tionery buyer described to Mintel how 
he has to fight off confectionery sales- 
men, who see the supermarkets as 
stock-holders for their product 

By extending the selling period for 
Easter eggs, supermarkets give the 
manufacturers an advantage over other 
confectionery and gift lines, and 
strengthen their own hand when nego- 



tiating a deal. NeQ Mason, of Mintel, 
says, “The margins on Easter eggs are 
higher than on other chocolate prod- 
ucts. Shoppers may trade up, and spend 
more on eggs than if they were buying 
boxed chocolates, for example." 

Consumers are certainly vulnerable to 
manipulation. Three out of four shop- 
pers enter the supermarket without a 
shopping list Jeff Harris, of the research 
company Harris International, describes 
them as arriving semi-comatose. But he 
adds: “Supermarkets fail to sell to their 
customers all the things they could 
have, partly because they clutter the 
shelves with things like Easter eggs when 
no one is buying them." . 

Supermarkets, however, are careful 
with their shelf space. Efficient Con- 
sumer Response (ECR) is the latest 
American formula which helps super- 


markets to have as little product as pos- 
sible at any one time in their supply 
chains. They order stock in small 
amounts, not once a week, but daily. For 
some products, supermarkets are 
proposing twice-, even thrice-daily deliv- 
eries. One wonders whether shelf fillers 
will start to outnumber customers. 

At home, ECR would mean one pint 
from the milkm an in the morning. A 
request for rice pudding would trigger 
sending someone out for another pint. 
Only when football is rained off and 
your son arrives home with half the team 
do you buy six pints from the super- 
market. Will the family notice you've 
been making efficient consumer res- 
ponses all day? Will they care? But at 
least you won’t have wasted any milk. 

With so much detail in the life of a 
supermarket, managements risk inform- 


ation overload. And this is before they 
begin analysing the data spewing out 
from the 20 million spy cards held by 
customers using loyally schemes: By pos- 
sessing die exact measurements of all 
your shoppers' you understand their 
every need - with the exception of when 
they want to buy Easte; eggs. 

The purpose here is to respond to pur 
need to be cheered up, rather than our 
’ need to buy. In this scenario, super- 
market shelves leave nothing to chance 
by putting a little of everything on the 
shelves. Of course, you can always 
derail the information-obsessed super- 
market manager. Next time you fill in 
an application form for a spy card, do 
as my menopausal, childless friends 
do. Say you are married, aged 21, with 
four children. Then watch nappies 
eclipse the Easter displays. 
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Send all advertisements toi- 

lndcpcndcnt Hearts: The Independent. 19th Floor. 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London EI4 SDL ■ Telephone: 0171 293 2347 * Fax: 0171 293 2505 
This offer is anti open to primte advertisers. Trade inquiries are wettome on the above telephone number. *\RS San • June V5 


's Introduction Agency 

Tilt Largest jrd 
Longss: Estsblishec' 
agency vri'.h persor. ; v 

' V:*\ c'Cvcr vo u L ;C 

representative 

25 miles 
(3 tCp.-n 


t rFst 


TRYST BA NATIONWIDE 

INTRODUCTION BUREAU 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER S 
I YEARS. PC« SUCCESSFUL, I 
mmuGorr aw socially 


ARE Y OU LOO MNG FOR A 
TRULY PERSONAL SERVICE 
WITH SOME OLD FASWONED 
VSTTUE9 A NO INTEGRITY. 
AKO FSS THAT ARE «WTW« 
REASON? 

TEL. HELEN SPAIN, 
01563 708554 
ANYTIME. ANYMT. 



0891708057 




NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
odvertwoments on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter ot 
courtesy they will. 

When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and lei a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


THE OWNER CLUB (EsL *BB>. The 
nations onfji countrywide dining 
dub for unattached proles- 
sfonalfouslness people aged 28+. 
Tet (01244) 3SQ53T. Huskies* 
opportunities also svaJtable 
(□1244) 543816. 

LOOKING FOR A NEW social IHe? 
The NoSonaJ Federation of 18 pfcj* 
Groups offers dances holidays 
etc. for ages 18-29. Call 01531 
821210. 

MIND'S EYE INTRODUCTIONS lor 
Kant 8 London prof ./managerial 
■inflies. Freo membership until I 
Man*. Freephone 0800 435822. 

WHO WANTS TO WRITE to me? 
Michael Morris 873, 38 yrs Bits 
On* 19 2-3. HuntavtSe TX 77343 
USA, on Deetfl Row since 198& 

GAY. 27 YR OLD. pro*. male. GSOH. 
Shea brans. cycHn^, eating out, 
drinking. Seeks similar mala tar 
tan end possible relationship. 
London area Bax No 1:1744. 

PROF. MALE, 24, GSOH, bm-tovtag. 
big stze with huge heart. Rkea 
eports. sodaBskig S music, seeks 
lady. 22-30. for fun 8 
trtendshlp/relotiansNp. Photo 
essential. London based. Box No 
1:1863. 

MALE, Ml 04‘0'S, sporty, easygo- 
ing, tikes cbiManBlsoctettalng. 
WLTM a young attractive tamale 
vrtth a GSOH tar friendship and 
possible retsSorahtp. London 
based. Photo essential! Box No 
1:1787. 

VIVACIOUS VOLUPTUOUS VOY- 
AGER 40's, seeks attractive, wttty 
man, 30-60, to go kilo the sunset 
with. Lond. Photo. Boor No 1:1868. 

ATTRACTIVE, SUM, ARTICULATE, 
independent, 31 yrs old tamale, 
seeks prat, mata 30-w, London 
area Onty men with Porches neod 
apply. Photo please. Bex No 
1: 186a 

SANTA LET ME OOWN -so where ta 
Ihe handsome, kind, funny man, 
35-50. this slim blonde wants? 
London erea/phoio? Sox No 
t187tL 

&EAST PROFESSIONAL. 41 . seeks 
sMm etUBcOre lady lo 35 yrs old 
with whom to shore Ihe Important 
things to I He. Photo pfooae. Box 
No 1:1871. 

HIST. U/CRAO 55 WLTM totarosL 
tacme lady 4C-55 (o shorn good 
music, theatre and Bio'S olhor 
measures. Bristol Box No 1:1872. 

GAY GUY, ROMANTIC, slim. 40. 
n/s, active, enfoys - Moan & 
rugby seeks: homefovtog guy (20- 
35) to share me, fove & laughter. 
Photo please. (Eases).' Box No 
k»B74. 

SWEET FEMALE WITH simple 
tastas, Into Zen. Oxford area, 
■•■ks ■" easygoing man to his 
30W40S. Photo apprcctatoiL Box 
No 1:1875. 

CLASSIC 1968 MODEL, good run- 
ner. mn-meinulnod, fovea the 
opon road. Needs canriul lady 
ONTW. Cumbria. Box No 1:1876. 


DIVORCED Pfctllt PROF, tamale. 
GSOH, enjoys dMng, «rtw. opera, 
outdoors, seeks prol. worm mole. 
48-58 yrs old. lor tan A possible 
relationship. South East region. 
Photo apprecttfeiL Box No 1:1870. 

FRANCOPHILE. SOLVENT, coun- 
iry-fovtng. divorced. 40'S. Itt mate, 
seeks caring, attrectiva. dark- 
hatred, n/a female, 35+.ivtngln 
St. to share Ute, travel, romance? 
Photo ptease. Bax No 1:1 807. 

TIMES MRS 

BCXJQUET/WAYNHTTA WLTM 
widower 45-55 with chB(Psn-vlew 
compOflfanshipJtax Not: 1881. 

CANDLELIT SUPPERS. HUGS 8 
laughter, warm. tmMNgertL attrac- 
tive. prof, woman. 52, dark hair. 
WLTM n/s man to cuddle up to. 
(Midlands). Bex No 1:1858. 

GAY MALE GRADUATE. 38 yrs old. 
enfoys music, books, gigs, bars, 
looks stratghi/anrBcflva. seeks 
similar 25+ tar possible rolaBon- 
ahtp. Photo essential. Manchester 
area. Box No 1:1864. 

GLAMOROUS COUPLE eeokhsid- 
some Bl man 40+. Box No 1:1859. 

DOWN-TO-EARTH pratasswonaj 
guy, late 30‘s, fovea me u.S.. 
country walks, places of Interest 
and cosy ottos In. WLTM a soul- 
mate. lata 20'c-30*s leap, ledios 
•ram U.S.). with similar Interests. 
Please reply. Box No LI 860. 

BLOND BUT INTELLIGENT. Bvety 
but thoughtful, n/s. fern. 45. WLTM 
prat. U, 40-50, with varied talet- 
ests. no ttes, and bags of anthusi- 
anm. WXondoa Boi No 1 : 1856 . 

GENTLE GIANT, 30‘S, SINGLE, sw- 
ing. quiet commuted, seeks hon- 
ast, laving tamale, lo share all 
interests and (Sscover more. I 
know you ore out there so lets do 
HI Life's 4 love. Box No 1:1855. 

ADVENTURER HANDSOME SIN- 
CERE intoUg. 40’s M WLTM 
younger tarn, lor a krvtog oxching 
secure foe. Please write now. Bov 
Not. last. 

MALE EDUCATED 82 seeks lady tar 

letter. Friendship only. Any 
where/Any background. Mike T 
P.0 Box 444 Ufodenhead SL6 
1DL. 

ATTRACTIVE SCORPIO WOMAN. 
42 counsellor, taeftatar. commit, 
ted to porsonaL'apIrttual growth. 
Seeks like-minded man. Box No 
1:1 848 

LOOKING FOR A PASSIONATE 
tiumuilsnc. Inrongoni man around 
30. I’m Into skiing, taking, hone- 
rtdlng. I’m Swedish. Box No 
1:1848. 

TO THE WOMAN IN SAAB, Poriock 

Boach. Dec ZJ Please write. Box 
No 1 .1 85a. 

ATTRACTIVE 48 YR OLD MALE, 
wwdd like to meal sDm. attractive 
Profottaonol. m her thirties. Photo 
required. My interests are sport 

JES?!* Irawt No fcWBS. 
aja BLS, successful stylish 

• highly attractive (apparently!) 
hm, 88. Jewish mate. 30'g, with 
envtabta Wesiylc. Would Uka to 
^are it spocW. alhtong. siyt- 

No i%T H>to aPpreaa,0d - B®* 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 1 

success and happiness for 
the future. 

Independent hearts 



export enoet: countryMde. the 
arts, conversation, triends, 
humeur. Bte. Bristol area. Box No 
LI 852. 

45+ ON YOUR OWN In Hants M/F 
tats moat end do in te res ti ng 
things, aox No b 1883. 

Bl GUV MIDLANDS 33 meefiun 
buM S’ 10' toexp male to male 
WLTM sfanBar guy. Box NO 1:1884. 

TALL, SUM MALE, 49, very stocara 
end aftectfonats. WLTM lemate to 
share the good and also ihe bad 
tones log ether Personality more 
Important than age. Box No 
tIBBS. 

GAY WOMAN. 29. DOCTOR, 
GSOH. enfoys ctaanto, earing out 
country walits end music. Seeks 
IntaMgem woman tar MendaMp or 
relattonstap. Box No LI 888. 

PROF. F, 44, n/s. attractive, ener- 
getic. romantic, unconventional. 
Seeking tall, sltm male. GSOH . 
emoBonaBy mature, sociable & 
foving, lor harmonious relation- 
ship. Photo appr. Derbys. Box No 
L18S7. 

WARMHEARTED WOMAN (30‘S), 
cudctty, seeks honourabla man 
45* tar romance. Rasped 
Integrity & iota de Vtvre 
SougW/oltaretl. (Scotland). Box 
No 1:1888. 

GENTLE GREEN MAN of Norwich. 
44, dancing vegetarian. Loves dn- 
ema, eavaL you7 Box No 1:1889. 

REVITALISED, 44YR OLD rote 
woman, needs Mnd. Mini man. 
Midton ds. Non-smoker. Box No 
1:1890. 

CONSIDERATE. PROFESSIONAL 
mala. 50, attractive, wide kitarests, 
seeks companionship of ettrae- 
Mve, warm, discreet confidante. 
South East. ALA. Bax No hi 843. 

ATTRACTIVE. SMART, divorced 
tamale. 40. protest. Loves music. 
Aware. ^ WLTM attractive male with 
similar interests. 35-45. 
S^Wfo ea/B rtstol.Photo/LatMr. Box 

GOLDEN-HAIRED BLUE-EYED 
Rubeoeeque lady seeks male 
mend to share conversation, cor- 
respondence. caustic humour, 
widdles & chocolate) Rampant 
toodtesappXyhore. Box No 1:1838. 

HAPPILY MARRIED PHOFES- 
SfONAL men. Hounslow, inter- 

In peopte, ktaaB. creatMty. 
seeks lunch companion for adefi- 
jwnoi perapecDvs on Kfo. box NO 
L'1832. 


The 


Cancer 

Campaign 








Weseehelpwftha 

credit card donation 

0171 404 3955 


DIVORCED COUNTRYMAN, 92 
YRS OLD. 5-B-, cuddly. )o*y. ktod. 
sofvonL seeks vwy special cow>- 
by girt to shore everything with. 
~ wrhB.Ksm.BaK No 1:1837. 


HEDONIST F 25. Mo arte, wine, dto- 
tog. looking for M with Martin 
dune's SOH, ears optional. Photo 
appreciated. Bax No ti83l. 

SUM FTT MALE 32. Interests: Soap 
opAas, ruining restaurwda. cur- 
ram MWre. Viflaiws to mssl etady, 
age unimportant, for uncorapa- 
catad fun 8 pleasure. London 
Harts Bucks Btontoghsm. Box No 

Mm 

ARE THERE ANY OLDER tedtes in 
South takas. North Lancs, who 
long tobe loved again? Success- 
ful 38 M. WLTM kind and caring 
female. All RepOes answered. 
Photo please. Box No 1:1822. 

“LOOKING FOR THE HEART OF 
SATURDAY N1GHT7" York man 40 
seeks lady Into music, tonal, cur- 
ries lo assist to the quest Photo 
appreciated Bax No 1:1827. 

45+ on YR OWN M/F Notts Let's 
most & do interesting thing*. Bax 
No 1.1828. 

PARTICULAR ATTRACTIVE one- 
man retBiead seeks tall/broad, 
one-woman Celt of maturity, 
strength, afloctlor 8 honoaty. Box 
No 1:1830. 



Legal Notices 


To Whom it May Concern . 

UMfcfter PM Thyme tf«B1 xfc- 
hn M 2 2 {Q having 

for tie bs she norths or sneentedon 
fte Inde or oAwoF a Ikamte MBS* 
BY OWE YOU NOna thri I ktttii to 
»rt*t » «» Uomsm koto for ihe 
utyrfMandK*rj5«**cGeM3il 
fewul (neating ktertk* u be hdd at 
Maghkaks Cbnt uom Squn, 
M*ttefcr M60 iPR on Yhnday te 
Mtcbyoi Ftfanary 1997 * 1030 am far 
toe jm to me of a Special How 
CMfocae wrier Section 77 of toe 
UcniBB Aa 1964 to MSP ea af torse 
pmcej abate « 42 BfadtoianSttEeL 
Marfieaer aforesaid , and fauna as 
UterylBBarf. 

AND FURIHH T4KE NOTICE M if 
nid Cerrificae « ewsed to rio*e- 
»si Section 76aftoenfoAaduNapply 
b toe nid preariw hon toe dby or toe 
il* of toe ffut tf such nid Cta&aee 
on Mondays to Said* nf eld) and 
ewy week ftoto diya todstoM wBt a 
trrmirui kourofioowd ANT [ 
toMndngtoORXMtoe.' 

toepMflfaSpedriHow< 

repsd of toete premiss AA 

notice in wrtongefhii keeeBiK » *e 

l and to toe Ot* to toe 

. luAces in |£*tal 

*w *e trnnb at to* eppsAret *< 
bier due seven day* Wow toe m 
a wn a—jj i of toe a ks a n e nBeetti 
Gmeol Anatti UomtocMtelbg. 
Daed tois 20* day d Deotstoer V» 
HALUWHi LANDAU, 

» James's Cm* ‘ torn S'** 

Mmtoestac M2 V. SoBedW * 

AUtoortad beats fortoeAp^OM, 
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shopping 


Six of the best thermals can be warm and winsome 
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T hermal underwear 
may conjure up 
thoughts of your 
grannies big knickers, but 
now sexy undies have to 
be thermal. From lace 
trims to satin straps ther- 
mals today are anything 
but dowdy. The tradi- 
tional labels are produc- 
ing some of the best 
designs. Companies like 
Daman arc striking it 


boldly with red and Han 
ros‘ lacy cream vests are 
too nice to be worn just 
as underwear. Wear all 
of the above with a little 
cardi or under a strappy 
dress for a wanner 
winter look. 

1 Above: Red long 
sleeve thermal top, 
£11.99, by Damart, 235 
Regent Street, London 


Wl, and branches 
nationwide (enquiries 
01274 510000). Below: 
Red thermal long johns, 
£11.99, by Damart, 
as before. 

2 Above: Cream short 
sleeve thermal top 
with lace trim, £69.50, by 
Hanro, available from 
Harrods, Rnightsbridge, 
London SW1 (enquiries 


0171-245 6231). Below: 
Cream thermal long 
johns. £55, by Hanro, 
as before. 

3 Above: Black ther- 
mal vest with satin 
sLraps, £17.99, by 
Damart, as before. 
Below: Black thermal 
knickers with lace trim, 
£10.99, by Damart, 
as before. 


4 Above: Cream sleeve- 
less vest with satin 
bias trim. £36.50, by 
Hanro, as before. Below: 
Cream thermal knickers 
with lace trim, £49.50. by 
Hanro. as before. 

5 Above: Grey long 
sleeve thermal top, 
£12.99. by Knickerbox. 
467 Oxford Street, Lon- 
don Wl and branches 


nationwide (enquiries 
0171-284 1744). Below: 
Grey thermal knickers, 
£7.99, by Knickerbox, 
as before. 

6 Above and below: 

Cherub prinr nightie, 
£29.95, by Knickerbox, 
as before. 

Stylist: Holly Denies 
Photos: Tony Buckingham 
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Adwatch 

Look who’s 
talking 

By Meg Carter 


I t may be good to talk, but latest 
research for BT has shown that 
the more it spends on advertis- 
ing, the more negative its public 
profile. Which is why those watch- 
ing TV over Christmas and the 
New Year will have seen the tele- 
phone giant perfecting a new public 
face - meticulously in tune with the 
caring, sharing Nineties. 

“Social responsibility” is the lat- 
est marketing wheeze. Businesses 
and organisations - from Tesco to 
the Co-Operative Bank - urge us 
not only to buy their goods and ser- 
vices, but like and respect their val- 
ues. too. The new commercials fea- 
ture a sequence of apparently 
unrelated images of people and 
experiences, such as a wedding 
party and a small boy listening to 
his pregnant mother's swollen 
tummy. At firsL glance it could he 
an ad for anything. Hanson, maybe, 
or Midland Bank. But no. it's for 
one of Britain's largest advertisers: 
BT - a company better known for 
persuading us to spend more time 
(and money) on the phone than 
caring about others. Its aim? To 
position itself as a responsible cor- 
porate citizen. 

“It is BTs view that corporate 
reputation will be increasingly 
important in the future," says 
Jeremy Miles, group account 
director at BT s advertising 
agency. “Already, it is a feature 
which distinguishes BT from other 
telecoms operators.” Trouble is, 
no-one knows it. 

According to Jackie Kavanagh. 
head of corporate campaigns at 
BT: “People increasingly expect 
companies to play a more active 
role in society." Aside from chari- 
table donations. BT has worked 
with local communities on a range 
of economic regeneration initia- 
tives, she claims - not to mention 
job creation and schools support. 
“The time is coming when good 
products and services alone just 
won't be enough." 

BT has a number of different 
strands to its gargantuan advertis- 
ing campaign. Miles explains. 
There arc ads to encourage us to 
phone abroad and ads to woo 
small businesses. Then there are 
ads to promote its numerous dis- 
count packages - like Friends and 
Family, for which a new commer- 
cial featuring former cast mem- 
bers from EastEnders broke last 
Monday. Previous stars, including 
the faces behind Dirty Den, 

Arthur, Sharon and Michelle, 


arrange a reunion. And, perhaps 
most memorably, there are ads to 
encourage us ‘It's good to talk’. 
The company even funded its own 
TV programme to promote better 
telephone communication - the 
show. AW We're Talking hosted by 
Philip Schofield, went out on ITV 
a fortnight ago. 

The new social responsibility 
campaign, however, is something 
else. Internal research for BT sug- 
gests people are beginning to get 
fed up with BT ads.~ And small 
wonder: latest industry estimates 
suggest the company spends more 
than £150m on advertising each 
year. The good causes push may 
cost a mere snip at £2m. but BT 
sees it as a critical investment - to 
stem a negative trend before it 
really catches on. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests 
widespread surprise at BTs change 
in advertising tack, according to 
Miles. .As for whether it's achieving 
the desired effect - well, it's just 
too soon to say. However, compa- 
nies like BT eager to raise the pro- 
file of their corporate conscience 
have to tread carefully. For while 
the Nineties consumer expects busi- 
nesses to accept a degree of social, 
community or environmental 
responsibility, they also increasingly 
treat any advertising or marketing 
communication with a generous 
dose of healthy scepticism. 

BTs size and market dominance 
is a particular obstacle which must 
be overcome, it seems. Does such 
an obvious market leader really 
need to advertise so heavily? Jo 
Smith, a 27 year-old PA working in 
Finchleyf, North London thinks 
not. “If it's such a good corporate 
citizen, why doesn't it spend less on 
advertising and cut the cost of 
calls," she asks. 

BT’s claims it must advertise 
heavily to protect its business from 
growing competition. Recent 
research conducted for the com- 
pany shows the British talk one- 
third less on the phone than their 
US counterparts - so there’s still 
plenty of room for growth, it adds. 

However Steve Carpenter. 30, a 
management consultant from 
Rugby-is not entirely convinced. 
BTs involvement in Now WcW 
Talking was to champion the art of 
conversation and encourage more 
effective communication, he points 
out. “Fine sentiments.” he com- 
ments. “But is it really much more 
than just another way to get con- 
sumers to spend more?" 
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House and Home 


Parker Knoll 
Minty Ercol 


owners 


M#f Cintique 
!,# G'Plan 


TAILORED 
COVERS 

These are NOT 
stretch covers 
but perfectly 
fitting tailored 
covens, cut 
precisely to the 
makers original 

Wt> are also 

specialists In 

RE-UPHOLSTERY ""- J 

offering a comptet* restoration service 
by our highly skJRed craftsmen. 

Whether your 
furniture needs 
tailored covers ^ 


FREE 

INFORMATION 
AND BROCHUR E 
PCS' CCP'PCN CR TE'.: 

0181 
680 4750 

24 HOURS 


for a fresh , 
new look cr 
compieta -p* 
re-uphotetery r 
and renovation J 
Lynptan is the m 
only name you need to know. 


MORIARTI’S 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



Tb advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Independent 
Traders Team 
on 0171 293 
2323/2344. 


classified • independent traders 


Fashion 




fcr't 
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A SEYMOUR 
SHIRT is 
genuinely 
custom tailored 

EXACT SLEPT LENGTH / 

CORRECT BODY SIZE J 

CHOKf COLLAR SHAPES . — / 

CHOKE OP fSONT STYLES ✓ 

CHOKE OF CUFF STUB / 

CHOKE OF SHOllDEH FIT ✓ 

CHOfCE OF BODY LENGTH / 

CHOKI 0FWFABBK5 J 

Tuns casquARE bottoms... ./ 

R [LL STANDARD or SLIM FTTS — / 

ajtpb sales service ....... — .../ 

impeccably hand tut a sewn./ 

Araftfcam* 

THE FINEST QUALITY / 

ALSO MADE TO 


m 



^ DRIZA-BONE^ 



Amiable now si 09 3) Inter *o 
arabbic kidmoat OWStt Tm 
ddray UK i fanhad. Mat dmp 

cotton! "xLcS”** 1 
01734463804 

Nidaong Ca aoii jyft n r Ltd. 
16 Church St, Cncnhim, 
Reading RC4 8AU 
Major crehl tmk mtrptci. 



Unusual Gifts 


BIRTHDAY 

NEWSPAPERS 


, 0181 688 6323 

or call FREE 0500 520 000 



0131 654 5455 

iK 
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For Sales 


HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 


it': S •*- 


An effective way to keep the 
luggage area of your car in top 
condition. A sturdy hardweartng 
and waterproof inner IWng that e 
simple to fit, easy to remove and 
fold away. Tailormada tor over 
250 hatchback & estate vehidu. 
From only E38LB5 Inc VAT. 


SLIPOVER SEAT COVERS 

If 


Top quaWy. waterproof tiont seat 
covers made from coated nylon 
fabric, easy to ftt & remove. 
Available in 3 sizes to fit most 
vehicles. Also fully tailored sets 
available for mast 4x4 vehicles. 
From only £29-95 per pair Inc 
VAT. 


m 


mJ 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 

UNIT 4 MILLBR00K r.D. '.VEST FLOAT !ND ESTATE. BIRKENHEAD 
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Unusual Gifts 


RecKtdy acquired, this but stands Idem 
(£'/<") high, cast from a Simian anginal 
it depias Vhdsmir Ilyich Ulyanov, (I8/S- 
1124) more papuforijr know as Lenin, 
one of the makers of Ae 20th Century. 

Ideal for students, hooriam. rnHecmn 
and admirers of the former USA. 

Available for, G9-95 * £2.95 p+p. Mto» 10 
(Men n: Qodcwork 4 Steam, The Old Baktn, 
fomester. Hortbams HN>2 60] Tel: 01327 358080 


days tar delivery. 
24 Braddn Id. 
Fie 01327 358388 


forget farr 

YOUR KEY 



For Sales 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Fbr Sales 




They’re mmmm t 
keep you SNUG, WARM, 
DRY A SO COMFY 
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You will look smart ft 
fed warm, no matter 
how bad the weather ! 

These NEW SNOW SHOES are 
so light & flexible yet so hard 
wearing, perfect for business 
and casual wear. Inspect them 
at home for 28 days. Ifyou are 
not delighted with the QUALITY 
and VALUE, simply return for a 
no quibble refund (fitbadoesni 

dfcd four stabtry njjttsj the smart shoe 

BASER (Dept BSKLDS) HARRBIGTOil 
DOCK, UVERPOOL X. LJOIAX. 


MXCSSMEA CMD HOtOEIB FUASE DUL 

0151 708 7777 

(MOTMa WE SMMTr SHOE MVCM 

Kin 884-196 to PLACE *oun oooens 
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Diqtal maps are the key to the success rf satellite 

left Bosch's Blaupunkt TravelPBot; left the Cann systemmade ly Pn*ps, 
above Aloine Electronics' Route Guidance Navigation system 


Show me the way to go home 

The heavens know your every move with satellite navigation. By James Ruppert 


T he road atlas is dead, so throw it 
away. The future of getting from 
A to B is now in space, because the 
latest in-car gizmo is Sat Nav, or 
satellite navigation. This year’s Ford 
Mondeos and Volkswagen Passats will if 
Sat Nav equipped, tell you the quickest 
way home, or the best way to reach your 
next business appointment. 

Alpine Electronics, Bosch and Philips 
have all unveiled their own systems in the 
UK. At their simplest, these only require 
you to start the engine, select a destin- 
ation and let the computer do the direct- 
ing via a synthesised voice and a small 
monitor near the dashboard for a visual 
prompt. The key to all this is in the heav- 
ens: 24 satellites operate the Global Posi- 
tioning System - GPS. The information 
received from them is made even more 
accurate by wheel sensors and a compass, 
or gyroscope, fitted to the car. Then, to 
make sense of all the data, a map stored 
in a boot-mounted CD-Rom records the 
location of the car and its intended route. 
You may already have seen (or, indeed. 


already have bought) one of the existing 
CD-Rom or solid-state road navigation 
gadgets, such as the Psion Personal Nav- 
igator or the Philips Routefinder. These 
easily beat the satellites on price (around 
£150) but are cartographically challenged 
because you have to know where you are 
at each point With GPS. the heavens 
know your every move. 

Yet never mind the space age satellite 
technology, it is the digital maps that are 
the key to the systems success. If they are 
wrong, you will obviously get lost lo see 
exactly how these work I spent a day on 
the road with ETAK. a digital mapping 
company which produces the CD-Roms 
for the Blaupunkt TravelPilot system 
made by Bosch. Currently this system has 
the most comprehensive maps of the 
country, and it is easy to see why. 

Anthony Lewis, co-ordinator for the 
field data capture teams, has to drive 
down every single road they are mapping. 
‘‘We take the existing Ordnance Survey 
information, which is paper-based maps, 
and then digitise it But you can only do 


that by going out Into' the real world to 
see how streets connect, what the traffic 
Sow is, how many exits there are on a 
roundabout, where the dead ends are, 
that sort of thing.” 

It has been hard work, but in just nine 
months most of the major routes, towns 
and cities have been mapped. 

Using the system could not be simpler. 
I slipped behind the wheel of the Mon- 
deo in a grid-locked Hammersmith and 
turned the key. The GPS rold me exactly 
where I was: Beiyl Road, London W6. 1 
decided to go to Hamilton Road. Using 
a hand-held control pad I needed only to 
tap in the first few lettersbefore the long 
list of Hamilton Roads came on to the 
screen. I scrolled through to find the one 
in Twickenham that I wanted. The Travel- 
Pilot thought about it for a few seconds, 
then told me where to go. A large direc- 
tional arrow appeared on the LCD screen 
while a soothing-yet confident - female 
voice told me to go straight ahead and 
then turn right at the next junction. 

“People don't like to be told what to do 


by a male voice," Mr Lewis explained. 
"This one we call Kate, which is ETAK 
backwards. Originally we had a German 
lady issuing the instructions, but we had 
to tell Bosch that.it would not go down 
too well in the UK.” 

For a moment - though her directions 
are deliberate and easy to follow - part 
of the fun was actually ignoring instruc- 
tions. The voice became a little more 
urgent, telling me to turn around. Then 
the TravelPilot confidently rerouted me 
back ro the programmed destination. All 
the time the idiot-sized arrow on the LCD 
screen kept pointing the way. There was 
a distance countdown to the junction, and 
whilst idling at traffic lights I could look 
at larger maps to see exactly where I was. 
A nice touch: when I arrived at Hamilton 
Road a chequered flag came up on the 
screen. 

Mr Lewis reckons that it would take no 
longer than half-an-hour to grasp the sys- 
tem, and in feet just a few seconds of prod- 
ding got me to where I wanted lo go. 
Clearly utterances of *Tve got no sense of 


direction” will no longer be a legitimate 
excuse. However, there is a catch: the price. 

Tq fit a Blaupunkt TravelPilot, Philips 
Carin, or Alpine Route Guidance Navi- 
gation system to your existing car will cost 
£3,000 to £3,500 depending on the model. 
Remember, though, that CD players and 
video-recorders cost an arm and a leg 
when first launched in the Eighties, and 
industry watchers are convinced that 
hardware costs will tumble during the next 
few years. 

At the moment the easiest way to enjoy 
Sat Nav is to buy a brand-new car with the 
equipment as an option. Volkswagen's 
acclaimed Passat wfll have tbe Blaupunkt 
system from summer 1997, when the 
mapping of the UK has been completed. 
They reckon it will add £1,500 to the cost 
of the car. 

Ford will also be using this system, but 
have not committed themselves to a price 
or introduction date, except to say that it 
“will be an option on the Mondeo in early 
1997”. Philips claims that BMW, Range 
Rover, Mitsubishi, Daewoo and Nissan 


will be offering their system by the middle 
of the year. 

Although there isn’t much to choose 
between the three systems, the Blaupunkt 
is reckoned to have the best mapping, 
which will cover all the major routes in the 
UK by the middle of the year. The Philips 
and Alpine won’t be complete until 1998. 
What Alpine and Philips do have’ are 
points of interest such as hotels. The 
Philips also allows you to programme a 
route that avoids main roads. 

The beauty of these CD-Rom-based 
systems is that tbe digital maps can be 
easily updated, and provide route guid- 
ance in Europe, in English. Travel guide ^ 
for Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Switzerland and Italy are 
now available for the Blaupunkt system. 

So the paper road atlas is dead. long 
live Sat Nav. Except that I wouldn't 
chuck yourri to Z in the bin just yet Sat 
Nav is still an expensive executive in-car 
toy, albeit a very useful one. Wait until Sat 
Nav goes on the consumer goods shelves 
next to CDs and video players. 
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Car Accessories 


Hweissenfels 

FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 



SN0WCHAINS EUR0PR0DUCTS 

Bourne entercrise Cent® - Borough Green - Kent TN15 8DG 

Tel: 51732 884408 - Fax: 01732 884564 


Motor Services 


Did you Breakdown 
last year? 


NO 

Then save money with 

RESCUE 

AUTONATIONAL 

The breakdown service 
with a 25% Bonus 
Car Rescue from £24 
Total Superservice from £49.50 


LocalCall Brochure Line 

— 0645 100 345 — 


To join ring 

0645 755 OOO 


Please send me a FREE brochure 
Fax:- 01277 2007 16 Anytime 
Name. 

Address . 


Posicodc: Phone:. 

Expiry Dale of Current Cover 


Send lo: Autooalional Rescue, FREEPOST CL 266. 
Brentwood, Essex CM144YW 


To advertise in this section please call 
David Owen on 0171 293 2338. 
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MARKET RESEARCH 

30 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 3NE 


13 AA 3&0 
835ALX 1,350 
IAIEXJ 

335 BAX P0A 
A7A0 BMW3.000 
BOBS 5,250 
CF 3113 2.S00 

COE 947V 32S 
642CTU 600 
CUE 62J 500 

944 DBC 1.250 
(PORSCHE! 
479 DEL USO 
440 DEL ZflOO 
733DHR 950 
488 DP 1,800 

EIL33 1,350 
_ IEHJSEN1 
EK763I 1.450 
621 EPD 950 
M3FTU an 
J4TCA 9B& 
FSU968 600 


AI6ADD 500 
(A1GADD) 
GBHI3Y 425 
GF 738 2^50 

GIL 44 22500 

GOfiEON 4.000 
(GORDON.' 
J60RE 975 
(J G0R£l 
HE REV 500 
(H GREY) 
H4N0N 975 
(HANN0N1 
HAZ6 2.500 
(HAZEL) 

30 HO 3.750 
HD 9466 1,400 
HK474I 1,650 
HR® 3.6S0 
HXM88 1.000 
,4*6 SHY 385 

JIB GEU 1,000 


8300 

2.000 

950 

3350 

2300 


I JDG 
444 JJJ 
643 JKP 
JS 9363 
JT 2755 
846 KAB 1300 
KDL492 950 
IA9RKLB 600 
IA 911 PORSCHE) 
LEO 30V 900 

I LEO BOV) 
LMM9 6,000 
LS7927 1300 
2MA 12300 
M666MAY 500 
IA0B91I 2300 
(PORSCHE) 
14'arw 600 

E GW 600 
22300 
75 2300 

3ft 600 


PHO^r. 012S7 402305 PHONE 
Om',-474745 FAX 


630 NT 1350 
NVNI 3350 
(NIVEN • NEV1N) 
M3PDW 500 
PHH911X 500 
4QI4PP 1.250 
PS 3424 2300 
PV 2973 1300 
REG94JX 600 
1017 RH 1450 
RN9477 1,700 
G38RTU 600 

smm 800 

UCKfiOO 700 
&UYC 1500 
VAD 151 1400 
VCK38 1.450 
VLB 715 500 

50 WH 4000 
WSU7W 500 
25I7WIN 1.380 
6423 WX 500 


MOST ARC PLUS V.A.T 
ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 


Registration Numbers 


HAVE YOU A REGISTRATION MARK 
YOU WISH TO SELL? 


We will purchase outright or sell c 
For a written quotation, compline 


: on a commission rate. 
1 the form and post to: 

MARKET RESEARCH CAR NOS. 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 9NE • 


REGISTRATION NARK: 


Is the mark on a retention document? 
If so. please give the expiry date 


If the mark is on a vehicle, give: 

MAKE: .MODEL:. 

TAX EXPIRES: MOT EXPIRES) 

TOORKAMEi 

ADDRESS) 

POSTCODE: 

BONE PHONE; 

WDRKPHOSEi 


AF 4981 
APEWT 
fiU BAM 
B19BET 
HOOD 
MflDBK 
DO 317 
DUN 666 
BI2EAD 

8SEGN 
EG* 136 
P1SEJK 

sum 


LI! aw 
HER 5% 
fUPZ 
819 HOG 
IU JE . 
31 RFC 
LET 75 
BilLOK 
672 LPT 
NBB 911 

yniu 

.vim 

P5550FF 


PYE65J 
B* RTS 

SDT 345 
SG4-HJ 
SID 448 
SJM 160V 
SRN7BM 
P4TOK 
TRI 1 10$ 
5553 VW 
WLV865 
IB HIT 


m miifki iwi Hamid 

GOLD PLATE %£ 
Tvl 07000 t65 365 Fax 


Intensive 


riving Courses^^ 
Residential Driving School 
Before Uie written test 
learn to drive in North 
Wales. One or two week 
course with test and 
accommodation arranged. 
For details phone: 
01407 711391 


Collectors Cars 


JAGUARE-TYPE 

1971 SERIES 3 

Manual 2+2. Blue, 
requires some 
restorations. 
Offers 

v Cambs 01223 833 523 y 


Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK’s Largest Choke of Used 
MX-5. HX-6. MX-3. etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largos) SsiecUon tn Eaal 
AnglU. Buckingham Stanley Cam- 
brktga 01223 2322Sa r S40002 
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Keep on truckin’ - 
the guzzler returns 

By Gavin Green 


A s one famous American 
writer might have said 
about one famous Amer- 
ican institution: news of the 
Yank Tank's death has been 
greatly exaggerated. Sure, the 
old 20ft long, two-and-a-half 
ton VS sedan - which wal- 
lowed its way down freeways 
while guzzling gas - may be 
almost dead. But in its stead is 
a vehicle just as big. just as fuel 
thirsty and just as popular. 

The best selling “car” in 
America Iasi year (and the 
year before, "and the year 
before that) wasn’t even a car 
at all. It was a truck: the Ford 
FI50 pick-up. Last year, Ford 
sold 73,000 in the USA Ford 
already sells more light trucks 
to private buyers than it does 
cars in America. It reckons 
that will be true of the total 
market soon. Already, three of 
the four best-sellers "in Amer- 
ica are trucks. 

By trucks, the Americans 
mean pick-ups, off- readers, 
and big people carriers - rather 
than the big artics that dog the 
M25. They're typically sold to 
private buyers in place of nor- 
mal cars. Even the Japanese, 
who made their name in 
America selling little fuel-sip- 
ping hatches at a time when the 
oil seemed to he running out, 
are getting in on the act. Every 
Japanese maker now sells light 
trucks too. And they’re almost 
as big, thirsty, and mean as the 
trucks sold by Bird, General 
Motors and Chrysler. 

The oil clearly isn’t about to 
run out. And. as if to celebrate, 
the Americans are having one 
hell of a party until somebody 
finally tells them to start 
behaving themselves. With 
gasoline at SI. 30 a gallon 
(aboul 90 pence a gallon or 
about 2ftp a litre) there isn’t 
much incentive to be good. 

Ford's president. Australiun- 
bum Jac Nasser, reckons the 
popularity of the Ford F150 
and other pick-ups is due to 
America's enduring love affair 



The Ford FI 50, best-selling "car" in the US last year 

with the horse. “There's some- Personally, I think they're 
thing wild and outdooty about also a reaction against the lit- 
the pick-up. They’re sporty, tie Japanese-built -or inspired 
fast and expressive. The pick- -hatches that Americans were 
up is the nearest thing there is forced to buy, a decade or so V 
to a horse.” ago, but never liked. The track 

Ihadabriefgoina5.4-Utre is a cheaper, fester, sportier 
VS-powercd F150 on a recent version of the old Yank lank, 
trip to America, and there’s lit- But while large sedan sales 
tie doubting the appeal: you sit dipped by a further seven per 
up high, have a tremendously cent last year, truck sales - 
powerful engine at your dis- especially large off-roadere - 
posal, and mix sports car per- were up by 77 per cent, 
forpiance with commercial Many American car makers 
vehicle toughness. And it looks can't quite believe this popu- 
great, too, in a macho Amer- larity, nor can they believe that 
icon sort of way. Sure, you’ll be these mostly crude and techni- 
lucky to do 15mpg, but who cally old-fashioned machines, 
cares when a refill costs only with their avaricious fuel oon- 
about £15? sumptions have almost singie- 

Common sense, of course, handedly repelled the threat- 
dictates that driving a •‘car” ened Japanese invasion of their 
that has half its length, and market. Most forecast an even- 
some times more, devo'ted to tual downturn in their appeaL 
carg3 carrying is dumb. The typ- All it needs is a big hike in the 
teal pick-up actually has less price of fuel and they could be 
cabin space than a family car. history. 

But it’s fast, cheap (a V8 F150 Yet Americans have been 
costs only £9,500), solid, and has expecting a fuel price hike for 
great youth-cred. American years. Despite cajrbon dioxide 
kids no longer hanker after emission promises, fashionable 
Corvettes or Mustangs or T- green politics, Rio summits 
birds. They want pick-up trucks, and a Democratic president,it’s 
And the brighter the colour, the never happened. Taxing feel 
bigger the wheels and tyres, and more is politically unacceptable , 
the larger the motor. « he better, in America. It constitutes a tax ’L 
Like jeans, T-shirts, branded on mobility. Which means folks 
trainers and dumb haircuts can keep on buying their trades 
they’ve become part of the and to hell with those little idy- 
American way of life. bitty foreign cars. 
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Hot property: how to get it 

Insulate wisely instead of just freezing your budget, says Penny Jackson 
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T here are probably more than a 
few people who resorted to 
panic measures during the 
recent freezing spell. Stuffing scarves 
into the jaws of the letter flap, stick- 
ing over the gaps in the window- 
frame and turning old socks into 
draught excluders may well have 
kept the icy blasts at bay and won 
some Blue Peter brownie points, but 
it is unlikely to have done much for 
the heating bills. 

It is the sight of meters racing that 
prompts most of us to get to grips 
with the insulation of our homes. 
Before the next cold snap, we 
promise ourselves, everything will be 
checked, serviced and in order. 
Indeed. British Gas was inundated 
with calls a week ago, but as the 
weather warms, so the urgency 
diminishes. Anyone living in a new 
house should be enjoying state-of- 
the-stale insulation, since all homes 
are built to high levels of energy effi- 
ciency under building regulations. 

Even so. insulation is not a prime 
consideration among new-home buy- 
ers, any more than it is for those who 
fall in love with a period property that 
eats fuel. There is a still a certain res- 


ignation. pride even, among those 
who live in draughty old country 
homes that there is little to be done 
bar piling on the jumpers and putting 
another log on the fire. The heating 
system seems to do little more than 
take the chill off. Paying for the warm 
air to disappear under the doors is. 
as they see it, a fool’s game. But you 
don’t have to live in rural splendour 
to feel defeated by attempts to keep 
a house warm within a budget nor to 
discover that the simplest, and not 
necessarily the most expensive, meth- 
ods can be the best. 

The advice Tina Lewis is giving to 
British Gas customers who have 
seen their bills rocket is familiar but, 
she finds, needs repeating. Insulate 
roofs and, where necessaiy, cavity 
walls. Don’t put radiators under 
windows or behind curtains and 
large pieces of furniture. Check set- 
tings on the boiler and thermostats 
and have the system serviced regu- 
larly. “Many people don’t under- 
stand how their controls work and 
they are often set incorrectly. It is a 
false economy to turn off the heat- 
ing at night when temperatures fall 
well below zero. It will take a very 


long to reach the correct tempera- 
ture the next day.” 

However, discussing the finer 
points of sophisticated systems is 
lost on those still fighting the draught 
battle on the window and door fronts. 
Double or secondary glazing is likely 
to be in the first wave of attack, but 
here, double-glazing sales talk can be 
so much hot air. How much does it 
really save on fuel bills? According to 
English Heritage, only 20 percent of 
heat is lost through windows, most of 
that through gaps in the frame not 
the single pane of glass. The other 80 
per cent is lost through unJagged 
roofs and uninsulated floors and 
walls. Houses with ventilated timber 
floors and open chimneys lose far 
more heat and admit far stronger 
draughts than even the poorest fitting 
windows and doors. 

English Heritage calculates that 
putting in double glazing in an old 
house is rarely economical and that 
the payback period on heating bills 
could take anything from 20 to 60 
years. “Far better to renovate and 
draught-proof the lovely old win- 
dows,” says John Fidler. head of 
architectural conservation. “There 


are very good systems for sash win- 
dows now. One even has a gadget for 
the inward opening of the window 
for easy cleaning." 

It is not always easy to pinpoint 
exactly where a house needs extra 
insulation. Heating engineers will 
always advise on upgrading or 
installing a system and British Gas 
have an advisory service based on a 
questionnaire. For a wide-ranging 
survey, the National Energy Services 
send out assessors under their home 
energy rating scheme for a fee 
between £50 and £120. 

The Buildings Research Estab- 
lishment finds that plumbing prob- 
lems are the biggest headache dur- 
ing cold weather. Last winter, there 
were well over 200,000 claims for 
hurst pipes alone and the cost of 
repair is out of all proportion to the 
cost of protection. The main mis- 
perception is that insula don prevents 
pipes freezing, says Peter 'Dotraan, 
head of advisory services. “No 
amount of insulation on pipes will 
prevent them freezing if the building 
is unheated. The insulation only 
slows down the escape of heat and 
d uring veiy cold weather, water from 


the mains is not going to be much 
above freezing.” 

He says that it is important to 
check that pipes are laid well within 
rather than against a cold outside 
wall. Also, during cold weather, any- 
one leaving an unheated building for 
more than 24 hours should drain the 
water system. 

The annual flood of advice about 
how we can best cope with icy 
weather still surprises those more 
competent in freezing conditions. A 
German resident of London was not 
only amazed that an apology from 
Thames Water about the delay in 
dealing with frozen pipes was news- 
worthy, but that so many people 
were caught out. “I can tell people 
don’t know how to handle ice and 
snow by the state of their garden 
paths. In Germany, if you don’t clear 
the pavement in front of your home 
and someone slips and injures them- 
selves, they can sue you.” Perhaps it 
is just as well that we only have the 
plumber's bill to worry about. 

National Energy Services 01908 
6727S7; Draughtproofing Advisory' 
Association 01428 654011 
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Focus on the Midlands 

The road to 
prosperity 



O nly now are the 
effects of the M40 
being felt in the 
west Midlands market. 
Prices in the area between 
Banbury and Warwick 
have risen over the past 
year to match those of the 
late Eighties, when pre- 
motorway hype reached a 
peak. But by the dme the 
M40 opened in 1991, the 
recession was biting hard 
and house prices in prime 
spots fell by 40 per cent 
over four years. 

Ian McConnel, of 
Savills’ Banbury office, has 
seen the market improve 
enormously in the last year 
- a delayed reaction to the 
M40, as he puts iL 
Country house prices 
south of Birmingham have 
seen the same sort of 
increases as those in the 
South-east - in the region 
of 10 to 15 per cent. Here, 
and in the Cotswolds, 
London money is pushing 
up prices. For an 
undiscovered area that 
offers value for money and 
good access to London, 

Ian McConnel suggests 
looking between 
Northampton and 
Coventry. CaJa Homes, 
one of the developers in 
this region, has seen sales 
take off since Christmas. 
Towns such as Malvern 
and pretty villages such as 
Heniey-in-Arden - where 
the company is building in 
the centre - have seen 
enormous interest The 
more conservative 
Midlands market has been 
slower to warm, though, to 
its award-winning 
Californian-type houses 
near Birmingham. 

The inward migration of 
people and business that 
the West Midlands is 
seeing is also being felt in 
other areas where the 
motorway network has 
been extended. Large 
railheads are being built to 
speed up distribution and 
as companies move in, 
certain towns will begin to 
see new development. 
Quentin Jackson-Stops, of 


Jackson-Stops & Staff, 
gives Kettering in the east 
Midlands as an example of 
a town seeing the benefits 
of the A14 which extends 
the M6 eastwards to join 
up with the Ml and on to 
the ports. It has also 
affected prices in villages 
close to the new road. An 
old rectory in Catworth 
sold quickly and for more 
than the asking price 
because it is onty a mile- 
and-a-half away. “New 
roads bring about a 
levelling out of values. Of 
course, they can also 
become victims of a road’s 
success.” 

Keith McEwan, 
chairman of the northern 
division of David Wilson 
Homes, sees a keen 
interest in new homes in 
the market towns around 
Leicester. “A first-time 
buyer can find a three- 
bedroomed semi-detached 
house in north-west 
Leicestershire in the low 
£40.000s, whereas close to 
Leicester city it would be 
in the mid-£50,000s. Also, 
the company’s conversion 
of an old hospital, St 
James Park, near 
Raddiffe-on-Trent, is 
popular as it has mixed 
housing scattered 
throughout 90 acres of 
grounds. All city centre 
developments are in very 
short supply, and as more 
people choose to move 
closer to their work, the 
houses get snapped up 
quickly. Crosby Homes has 
sold almost all its 143 
homes at Symphony Court 
(above) in the heart of 
Birmingham. Some 40 per 
cent have gone to doctors 
and lawyers.” 

The latest figures from 
the Halifax show that in 
the final quarter of 1996, 
the West Midlands saw 
increases of 3.5 per cent, 
second only to Greater 
London, whereas the East 
Midlands, at 1 per cent, 
were among the lowest 
increases. 

Penny Jackson 
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To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Property 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2302/2343. 
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Wanted 


YOUNG professional COUPLE 
(23/24) nek rented accomodation 
tn friendly shared house within 
WM London (CMswfcfc. Hammer- 
smith. Putney). Up to EHMpem. 
0181 5802396 a/m 


ISLINGTON 


3 bedroom family 
home with private 
south facing garden, 
S minutes from tube, 
buses and shops. 
Available imm edia t el y 
(no agents) 

£325 per week 
xbt 0171 2269906 


ISLINGTON tame houseshare, short 
term - C100 p.w. W after 7J0pra 
0171 Z266184 
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Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday’s 
highly successful Property Gallery ; a marketplace that is tried, tested 
and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 
words of copy complemented by a fall colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 
/ .v Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 
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Day: 0171 293 2343 


Fill in this conpon and send payment, a colour photograph and np to 40 words of copy to: The Property Team, 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London £14 5DL 

DeJfae lor receipt of copy/pbolo is (he Tuesday 12 days prior Id Sndar joblkatiot. Offer opea to pirate advertisers only, coaneraal adtertBfaig package flvaUaNe oa nqaest. 


NAME TELEPHONE (daylime). 


I require iD 2D 3.D (tick appropriate box) Sunday Advertisements! at a total cost of £ 

Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing Pic’ or fill in your Vea/Access/Amex/Diners Club details: 

CREDIT CARD NO 


EXPIRY DATE.... 


.-SIGNATURE 


For advice or more information please call ‘The Property Team 1 on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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A change of heart 


The Parsons were looking for a semi, but ended up with a boat. By Rosalind Russell 


J ennifer and Donald Parsons pro- 
vide are a classic case - house 
hunters who give a detailed brief, 
to an estate agent and end up buy- 
ing something different. Preparing for 
retirement, the couple had decided to 
sell their Kent home and look for a 
smaller house, perhaps near water and 
with a decent piece of land around it. A 
couple of years passed, but not hin/* 
came up. 

“Then one day we had a trip to Hen- 


ley and got talking to some people who 
lived on narrow boats," says Je nnife r ^It 


lived on narrow boats," says Je nnife r ^It 
changed our lives.” 

Hie Parsons booked a holiday on a 
□arrow boat and read every available 
piece of information about them. Then 
they rang Calcutt Maclean to say their 
search was. over... and commissioned a 
Devizes boatyard to build them a 50ft 
narrow boat. 

“It'll be ready in March and we’re set- 
ting off to travel around some of Britain's 
2,000 miles of canals. It's a great way to 
see the countryside without the pressure 
of traffic on the roads." 

They won’t miss the comforts of their 
old four-bedroom semi in Petts Wood. 
The new boat will have a fitted kitchen, 
a bathroom and a sitting room with a 
woodbuming stove. A name has yet to 
be decided upon. Donald wanted to call 
it Miss Pi ggy but Jennifer favours 
Andante, the musical term meaning 
walking pace, which is die speed the boat 
moves at. They may compromise on Rjr- 
cillus - Latin for female pigleL 

There is a great community spirit 
among those who live on narrow boats; 
people stop and talk. I don't suppose it 
wfll be all roses and may take a while to 
settle down. You can pay up to £80,000 
for a narrow boat, but ours is more basic. 
You can have washing machines and 
tumble driers but I t hink that rather 
defeats the object." 

Estate agents, if they are honest, are 
not imm une to a change of heart Tve 
lost count of the number of applicants 
who have stipulated a period cottage in 
the country, but who have eventually 
bought a newly buOt townhouse," says 
one weary agent ■‘When people realise 
they may have to compromise, often it 
forces a complete rethink. Or the prac- 
ticalities kick in." 

In James Boucher's case, the practi- 
calities kicked out Having sold their flat 
in London very quickly, he and wife Gail 
felt they would be in a strong position as 



PHOTOGRAPH; PHILIP MEECH 


cash buyers for a substantial period house 
in Kent Agents Calcutt Maclean were 
enlisted to find the dream home and the 
Bouchers moved into a rented cottage for 
what they thought would be a brief stay. 
IWo years later they were still there. 

“We were looking for a four- or five- 
bedroom period house, possibly listed 
and with a lot of character and with up 
to three acres of land," says James. 
“There was just nothing for sale. One 
house we were keen on fell through. One 
of the houses we went for was oo at 
£235,000 and went to best and final offers 
at £275,000. In the end, my wife was 
annoyed and I was frustrated. So I gave 
up and thought to hell with it. Til buy a 
classic car instead.” 


An Aston Martin DB4 ate up a hearty 
slice of the money earmarked for the 
house and the estate agents instructed to 
downspec the price range. James claims 
his wife was so relieved he was happy 
again, she didn't demur about the cost 
of the car. Ho hum. 

Tb be honest I get a lot more enjoy- 
ment out of the car than a house. But 
we’ve just exchanged contracts on a 
house for less than £300,000 - my max- 
imum before buying the car had been 
£400,000. 

The Bouchers have bought a yeoman’s 
hall house with a 1950s extension ... but 


no garage. 

According lo Knight Frank, 16 per 
cent of house sales which fall through do 


so not just because of a dodgy survey, but 
because of a change of heart One fam- 
ily buying a terraced bouse in Barnet 
rang the agent on the day of exchange, 
to say they would not be signing after alL 
They had been back to the house that 
morning and measured the width of the 
hall. They would not said the head of the 
household, be able to wheel his son’s 
motorbike through to the back garden. 
The deal was off. 

Anthony Cane, of Strutt & Parker, 
always maintained that if you work in 
London, it is sensible to live as near as 
possible. He would never, ever, buy a 
house in the country and become a com- 
muter. The Cane family now owns a 
newly renovated farmhouse in 30 acres 


of Devon countryside. The bouse in Lon- 
don was sold and a fiat bought for week- 
day use. 1 am London born and bred. 
When I was 12 my brother and l used to 
go and watch Chelsea play. If you told 
me two years ago I would have a house 
200 miles from London, living 600ft up 
with views over Dartmoor. I would have 
said ‘never in your wildest dreams'." 

Before Sue and Anthony Cane bought 
the property, it was almost derelict. “At 
least I can't be proved wrong this time," 
says Anthony. “When buying our last two 
London houses, I said ‘oh there’s no 
point in paying for a survey, they are per- 
fectly all right’. They both turned out to 
have dry rot. This time the place was in 
such a state, it had to have everything.” 


We marshalled eight families for a council of war 


Daniel Butler on defeating the planning agents 


I magine the horror: a letter arrives one 
beautiful May morning informing you 
that a developer wants to plonk 20 car- 
avans next to your isolated dream home. 
Escaping from neighbours was one of the 
main reasons for our purchasing a Welsh 
smallholding, three miles from the near- 
est town. Now suddenly a small village of 
transient tourists might be planted 50 
yards from our front door. 

Not that the idea came completely out 
of the blue. Our surveyor had warned us 
planning permission had once been granted 
for chalets on the adjacent field. Consent 
had lapsed long before we arrived, how- 
ever, and the ludicrous development costs 
convinced us it could never go ahead. Now 
the possibility was here to haunt us again 
- this time sealed down to a more afford- 
able (but equally unacceptable) scheme. 


We sat staring at the letter in a state of 
disbelief. Once the immediate shock had 
passed, we rallied ourselves. Along with 
its clinical description of the scheme, the 
letter invited us to talk to the planning 
officer. I phoned immediately and found 
him extremely helpful. He explained that 
even though this scheme would not have 
been passed were it an original idea, the 
fact that consent had once been granted 
tied his hands. As an amended plan it 
could only be turned down on the hard- 
est of pragmatic grounds. He also warned 
us that legally his brief was to “facilitate 
development wherever possible" and it 
was not for him to find stumbling blocks. 

The public file didn’t tell us much, but 
it was clear that even in the Eighties the 
planners had been worried about access 
and had insisted on the construction of a 


mile of new road - although there was no 
mention of this in the new plans. There 
were also inaccuracies - such as claiming 
the availability of mains water - and a 
vague mention of septic tanks, even 
though these were specifically barred in 
the original scheme. 

We marshalled eight neighbouring fam- 
ilies for a council of war and invited along 
local councillors. To our dismay we found 
the strong opposition was tempered with 
large doses of resignation: "Money talks 
in Wyes." muttered one. “And money is 
something they must surely have." 

Talking the issue through, however, we 
gathered further useful snippeLs of local 
gossip about water courses, badger runs 
and rights of way. Armed with this and 
our researches at the planning office, 
everyone was urged to write in stressing 


practical reasons why the development 
should not go ahead. Picking up on the 
planners' own concerns, we would stress 
the question of access. Within a week the 
surprised planning department was del- 
uged with complaints. 

The critical weapon in our armoury 
proved the new access road. By carefully 
analysing the route, we discovered that 
consent from four local landowners was 
needed - but there was no mention of this 
in the confident wording of the plans. 
Remembering the council has to accept an 
application at face value unless concrete 
information to the contrary is available, we 
fired off another barrage of letters. 

As a result, the planning officer wrote 
to the developer asking for documentary 
evidence that the access road could really 
be built. Crucially it was at this stage that 
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Docklands 


UMEHOUSE, DOCKLANDS E.14 
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£ 210,000 leasehold 

Telephones 0J?1 $12 9388 


Services 



Dorset/Hampshire 


WATERFROMTAfiE, POOLE HARBOUR, 


ISLE OF DOGS. £B9£50. Large Uu- 
dlo. Balcony. Excel lent HgtiL FF 
KBchen/Baffsoam. Modem FBvar- 
stde Dev. Leisure FscBttfcs. Li 09 
yrsBunrts Wart. 0171 4384069. 


£325,000 Chalet Bungalow with waterfrontage site to 
sandy beach, with boating slip and winch. 
Spectacular views over harbour to Purbeck Hills. 
Excellent decorative order throughout 2 reception, 2 
bedrooms, kitchen, bath room and W.C., separate 
W.C. gch, hardwood floor coverings, part double 
glazed. Integral garage. Possible conversion of two 
further bedrooms. 



Why wait to move 
house to pay less for 


urns 


contents insurance? 


0800 


444 


Home Insurance 


777 



S. DERBYSHIRE. DETATCHED 
tamfly noma nWi Granny Armas 3 
bed (1 en-sulte). dtx garage, car 
pen, gazabo and tandaeaptf gw- 
dans. £129,000. 01283 733000 


EAST SUFFOLK, 

In quiet picturesque 
hamlet, an Idyllic dot 
thatched and beamed 
cottage, lovingly kept 
with showertdoaks, 2 

rec. fitted kit 

conservatory, 3 beds, 
bath, garaging. 
Delightful gardens 
£165,000 


Only Two Exerntte Homes 
Ranlflisgal 
Tcapxd Gnnf$.\ 
BmaJtnttt CnxenL Gurtntij 
Pfet20The*Eatherid£fa* 

4 Bedroomrd £188^50 
PJtxnibc'Ashkfch' 

5 Bedroomcd £215X00 
Bah ready fcr limn tflar ogepaba 

Dotft mbs mr- Phone NOV fa- 
w i u rphaariDrtng. 

Td= 01203 227557 


Midlands 


Warwick Park Court 

The lastest development from Central Homes pic. 

It is situated on the Warwick Road in Solihull and consists ol"20 apartments and 2 bra bed buneakiws. 

Prices range from £54,950 to £99,950. 
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Best of three 

with a room 
with a view 


s' 



C obweb Cottage is a stone-buflt home 
situated on Stoiirton Hill in 


O situated on Stourton Hill in 
Warwickshire. Standing on the northern 
edge of the Cotswoids, it has views for 
miles across the valley. The property 
includes two outside studios as well as 

the three-bed roomed semi-detached 

cottage, and has gardens enclosed by 
dry-stone walls. It is for sale through 
Knight Frank (01865 790077) for 
£180,000. 



there 


T here must be a higher than average 
chance of spotting a monster from 


I chance of spotting a monster from 
Tigh-na-Roinn, a three-bedroomed 
house with unimpeded views across 
Loch Ness to the Monadliath 
mountains. The renovated Forties 
house, sitting in five acres, comes with 
the right to keep and use a boat on the 
loch, and is 30 miles from Inverness. It 
is for sale through Savflls at offers over 
£150,000 (01356 622187). 


Geman. 


T A ' . ’ 



B allowfield, a Grade II-listed four- 
bedroomed farmhouse, plus cortaj 


U bedroomed farmhouse, plus cottage, 
is in Wensleydale, north Yorkshire, with 
views to the river Ure. -There is planning 
permission to convert a workshop into a 
two-bedroom annexe. £295,000, through 
GA Town & Country (01969 623451). 
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he demanded official consent forms 
signed by the landowners - something 
which would inevitably force the devel- 
opers to begin forking out serious money. 

That was August Suddenly everything 
seemed to go into cold storage while we 
waited for news. For four months we held 
our breath, wondering if they would find 
enough money to buy off our farmers. In 
spite of the solidity of popular opposition, 
we were worried "every man has his price". 

And then came the good news - the 
plans were being “withdrawn" while alter- 
native access was considered. It appeared 
that at least one of the landowners had 
held firm and refused to sell. This was tem- 
pered by the knowledge that at least tech- 
nically the plans were only shelved and 
might be re-submitted at any moment. 
With our new found understanding of the 


planning laws, we knew this would mean 
the fight could pick up where it had begun 
- the 1988 precedent was still there. 

Lessons have been learned, however, 
and we are confident that we would be 
able to defeat developers again with let- 
ters and attention to the minutiae of plan- 
ning detail. 

Fortunately it may not come to this: a 
local farmer has been asked if he is inter- 
ested in purchasing the site by the devel- 
oper. No doubt the asking price will be 
well above its agricultural value, but 
while none of us wants five acres of 
scrappy pasture with no water supply, it 
just could be worth it. Even at double the 
market value, after six months of sleep- 
less nights and hours wasted in the plan- 
ning department, £7,500 suddenly doesn’t 
seem so steep for peace of mind. 
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New Homes 


SATURDAY 26th JANUARY 




NEW HOMES AND 

developments 


To advertise in this feature; pfease 
contact: Lorraine/Jonathdn 

0171 293 2302/2343 : 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Property Team on 0171 293 2302/2343 
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money 


W e all know -or should do 
by now - that wc are liv- 
ing through one of the 
great bull markets of this century. 
But how abnormal is it, and what 
are the implications for investors? 

One man who has dared to try 
and put the current bull market in 
its long-term global context is Dr 
Sandy Naim, who runs the Edin- 
burgh office of the Templeton 
fund management group. By 
analysing the performance of the 
Morgan Stanley world stock mar- 
ket index from 1954 until the 
present, he has produced some 
fascinating new data about the 
length and magnitude of market 
cycles in the post-war period. 

His definition of a bear market 
is one in which the market indices 
fall by 15 per cent or more, mea- 
sured from peak to trough. On that 
basis, we have lived through eight 
bull markets and seven bear runs 
in the last 42 years. 

Taking the period as a whole, 
the average length of a bull mar- 
ket over the period has been just 
under four years; the average bear 
market about one quarter as long. 



For most of us, 
bear markets 
have to be 
endured if the 
fruits of the bull 
market beyond 
are to be 
enjoyed. In 
other words, no 
pain, no gain 


50 years of bull and bear markets 


Cumutatwe real r^ums (%) ki MSCf world index . 
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Similarly, the bull markets on 
average have produced a real 
(post-inflation) return to investors 
of 103 per cent and the bear 
phases a loss of 26 per cent. 

By and large, bull markets run 
four times as long as bear markets 
and double investors' money in 
real terms. The succeeding bear 
market tends to last a year and costs 
investors a quarter of their wealth 


in real terms. The averages of 
course conceal some striking dif- 
ferences in performance. The most 
savage bear market was that 
between 1973 and 1974, when world 
stock markets lost 48 percent in real 
temis. The strongest bull market 
was the five-year one that ran from 
mid-1982 to the crash of 1987. It 
generated an average real return of 
31.5 percent per annum. 


Where does that leave the pre- 
sent bull market? According to Dr 
Naim, the current upward trend in 
the stock market has now run for 
more than six years, since October, 
1990. 

That makes it either the longest 
or the second longest bull market 
since the war, depending on how 
precisely you measure the stock 
market rally in the mid 1950s, 


when the data is less reliable. 
What is not in doubt is that if the 
world index carries on climbing 
until the end of 1997. it will have 
earned for sure the accolade of 
being the longest global bull mar- 
ket of the post-war period. 

But it will still not be the most 
dramatic bull market we have 
known. The cumulative real return 
since 1990 - just over 80 per cent 


- still lags that recorded in the 
market booms of the mid-1950s 
and the mid-1980s (134 per cent 
and 302 per cent respectively). Just 
as interesting is the fact that, while 
the 1987 crash is still etched in 
most investors’ minds as the worst 
setback in recent memory, hind- 
sight places it as more of a con- 
centrated correction to a previ- 
ously overheated market than a 
climactic break with the long-term 
trend. 

Dr Naim is careful to point out 
that history provides no guarantee 
to the future, at least in any mech- 
anistic sense. But for anyone who 
believes that markets are rational 
in the long run (as Templeton and 
many other so-called value 
investors do), the implication has 
to he that a bear market will arrive 
in due course - and probably 
sooner rather than later, if the 
length of the current bull phase is 
anything to go by. We just don't 
know when. A gloomy prospect? 
Not necessarily. 

Anyone who has a strong bal- 
ance sheet and sufficient spare 
funds to pick up the bargains that 


the bear market will inevitably 
throw up should be well placed to 
benefit from it. Doing just that was 
how Sir John Templeton made his 
millions in a 40 year investment 
career. 

Dr Naim puts it: “Every bear 
market has always been followed 
by a bull market which has been 
more rewarding than the bear 
market which preceded itC 

What be means is that, for 
anyone lacking the skill or luck to 
cail the turns in the market as they 
happen, bear markets have to be 
endured if the fruits of the bull 
market beyond are to be enjoyed. 

In the 42-year period looked at 
by Dr Naim, holding cash would 
have produced only a tenth of the 
gain in wealth available from being 
invested in shares throughout. 

But if you had invested a regu- 
lar sum in Templeton’s main 
growth fund eveiy month since 
1954. there has not been one five 
year period when the stock market 
would not have produced an over- 
all positive real return. That is the 
case for patient, long-term equity 
investment. 


After the windfall, 


where do we save? 


Clifford German reports on a tempting campaign 


N ationwide, the largest building 
society still committed to remain- 
ing a mutual society, has chosen 
the week when millions of members of 
the Halifax are counting their windfall 
share bonuses to remind them of what 
they will be giving up if they stay with 
their benefactors once they have 
become banks. 

Just to remind them, the Nationwide 
is opening a free helpline for anyone 
with a building society account to 
remind them what rale they are getting 
on their savings and what they could be 
getting elsewhere. The. helpline will 




help to identify precisely what account 
the caller holds with which society, 
whether it is a postal account or a tele- 
phone account, instant access or notice 
account, and will then check the current 
rate for the balance the caller holds, and 
then compare it with the best rate 
Nationwide offers for an identical 
account. 

This is partly a labour of love because 
research by NOP shows that although 
73 per cent of savers with money in a 
building society say the rate of interest 
they get is important to them, 82 per 
cent of all investors do not actually know 
what that rate of interest is. Some 36 per 
cent never check what rate they are get- 
ting and another 28 per cent admit to 
checking once a year or less. 



The helpline is spedally targeted at 
younger (and busier?) savers and at 
women, because the research shows that 
only 7 per cent of individuals aged 
between 35 and 44 know exactly what 
interest they are getting compared with 
26 per cent of over-65 s, while only 10 
percent of women know compared with 
24 per cent of men. Make of that what 
you will. 

But there is a cutting edge to the cam- 
paign as well. It is targeted at tempting 
savers away from the big buflding societies 
as soon as they have handed over their 
share allocations. Most of the societies 
converting to banks are able to pay poor 
rates to savers who are are obliged to keep 
their money on deposit to qualify for 
shares, and dare not take their money 
away, however poor the current return. 


Once the free shares have been 
handed over, converting societies will be 
obliged to generate profits for their 
shareholders by charging higher rates on 
mortgages and paying lower rates on 
savings, but savers will be free to move 
their money, and substantial sums could 
shift 

Nationwide claims that the interest it 
pays on its own accounts is on average 
0.75 per cent higher than most of its 
main high street competitors across a 
range of key products. 

The comparisons are based on the top 
30 financial institutions, a definition 
which indudes the London and Scot- 
tisb-based clearing banks, the six or 
eight building societies which have 
already converted or been taken over 
and those which are preparing to do so. 
It does not necessarily include the 


smaller surviving local building societies 
who are still committed mutuals and will 
also tend of pay higher rates on a num- 
ber of accounts, including Tessas. 

“Millions are missing out on our bet- 
ter rates,’ 1 says Philip Williamson, the 
Nationwide's marketing and commer- 
cial director. 

“We are particularly hoping to reach 
investors with converting building soci- 
eties, many of whom have been locked 
in accounts which pay less than com- 
petitive rates of interest for two years 
or more while they make sure of qual- 
ifying for free shares." 

“As customers become free to move 
their savings, we are encouraging them 
to take the Nationwide Savings Chal- 
lenge and improve the rates they earn." 

Call 0500-302010 if you want to take 
the challenge. 


£200,000 Life Cover 


For As Little As 


55p A Day 


You may already have enough life assurance cover 
to pay off die mortgage should anything happen to 
you. But how would your partner cope with all the 
other costs of living? 

According to the Family Expenditure Survey 1994/5 
(the latest available published figures), the average 
family spends £917 a month on things such as 
groceries, bills, dothing and leisure activities. 


Call General Acddent now to secure your family's 
future, and receive further information on Term 
Assurance and a personal illustration. 


We know that no amount of money could ever • 
replace your love for your dependants. However, 
from as little as 55p* a day you can cover their 
future with General Acddent. 







“Based on a healthy male, non-smoker, aged 30 next 
birthday. The cost of cover will depend on age, sex and 
smoking status. 


Term Assurance provides affordable life assurance 
protection for a fixed period, with a guaranteed cash 
Sum payable on death during that period. 

For a payment of only £17.00 a month* a General 
Acddent Term Assurance policy can provide cover 
of £200,000 for 10 years, and what's more, your 
personal monthly premium is guaranteed never to 


? Source; MiaopaL Based on a UK savings account for 
investments of £2.500 and over. 10 years to 2.9.96. 


Fuli written details are available on. request Any financial 
advice given win relate only to die products of GA LUe. 


General Accident is regulated by the 
■ Personal Investment Authority 


An investment of £200,000 in a bank or building 
society would mean that your family could be sure 
of an income of £13,200 a year or £ 2,000 per month. 
And that income is over and above the initial 
£200,000 investment which would remain intact? 


KEY PROTECTION FROM 






ACT NOW! 


TO REQUEST FURTHER 
DETAILS AND YOUR FREE GIFT 


CALL FREE: 


LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


0500100200 


Or complete the coupon and send to: 
Term Assurance. General Accident. 
FREEPOST, YO550. YORK YOI I BR. 





PENSIONS BY 


PHONE 


> v . 


24 hours a dav / davs a week..... Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without hiss 



0345 6789 10 

or talk to vonr Independent Financial Adviser 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


r rails to Scottish Wi.lows m«v be recorded. Information or advice will onlv 1* provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued by Scottish Widow.-.’ Fund and Lite Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the IVrsunal Invcstmom Authority 
For vuur protection, your can. w ... . ' 
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Old and decorative but very cheap 

Collect to invest: Buckles unearthed by metal detectors are worth picking up, says John Windsor 



A knight’s sword bett buckle, 1400-1450, worth about 


A new antique: can there 
be such a thing? Dec- 
orative metal buckles 
- very old but veiy cheap - 
are the latest collectable. A 
mere 50p will buy you one 
dating as far back as 1250. 

Tens of thousands of 
them, lost in fields and rivers 
by nobles and peasants 
down the centuries, are 
being unearthed by metal 
detector enthusiasts. With 
the exception of old coins, 
they are now the common- 
est find worth collecting. 

The 50p example might 
be a circular copper alloy 
buckle, perhaps from a yeo- 
man’s shoe, still with Its iron 
wire pin, the size of a mod- 
ern 5p piece. For £5-£l0 
you could make up a set of 
half a dozen buckles from 


shoes, sword belts, hats, 
cravats or horse harness, 
showing changing styles 
from medieval times to 
about 1800. After that date 
buckles became plain and 
functional, no longer fashion 
accessories. 

Antique dealer Nigel 
Mills, who trades in the 
Monday morning market at 
London’s Covent Garden, 
says: “Buckles are fascinat- 
ing - the one piece of wealth 
that everybody has owned 
since early medieval times. 
They were made to last, to 
be passed down the genera- 
tions, so even many of those 
lost in medieval times can 
still be worn.” 

The first §uide book on 
buckles has just been pub- 
lished. Its author is Ross 


Whitehead, a 31 -year-old 
metal detectorist and car- 
penter with a first class 
degree in archaeology, who 
lives in Torbay, Devon. Hith- 
erto, drawings of buckles in 
history books, even histories 
of costume, have tended to 
be vague, because so little 
was known about them. Now 
historians and collectors can 
browse through his book's 
785 photographs and illus- 
trations documenting for the 
first time style changes span- 
ning eight centuries. 

Mr Whitehead says: 
“Compared with buckles, 
old coins are impersonal. 
The thrill of digging up a 
600-year-old buckle in a 
ploughed field is that it is a 
tangible link with the person 
who last wore it, all those 


centuries ago. Coins are not 
intrinsically more valuable 
than buckles but they are 
comparatively expensive 
because so many people col- 
lect them. 

“A Georgian silver buckle, 
although perhaps worth £50- 
£60 to a silver specialist, can 
still be picked up for a fiver 
or so in a flea ■ market 
because so few general 
‘dealers realise what they are. 
For a very small outlay you 
can make a collection of bar- 
gains from the Middle Ages." 

In Mr Whitehead’s book, 
each of the 785 specimens, 
many from his own collec- 
tion, has been priced by Mr 
Mills. The commonest 
prices - for complete, 
undamaged buckles with 
patinated surface and pin 


intact - are 50p, £1 and £2. 
For a few pounds more, you 
could buy the sort of ornate 
buckle that the chivalrous 
medieval upper classes 
favoured for spurs and 
sword belts. Priced at £22: a 
7cm long brass buckle with 
engraved scallop-shaped 

frame dated 1250-1400. 

Shoe buckles are the most 
plentiful sort of buckle, dat- 
ing from the restoration of 
Charles II in 1660. The 
newly liberated aristocracy 
made a fashion of big, elab- 
orate ones. By Georgian 
tunes, the nob about town 
was wearing huge rectangu- 
lar shoe buckles such as the 
1733- 1790s 6.5cm wide cast 
pewter specimen priced £25 
in the book, in raised open- 
work with four delicate 


semi-dretes and 7 °val 
panels with beaded edges. 

P If you think that sounds 
expensive, consider the lug 
price of new buckles in 
Birmingham, which by the 
larter part of the ISth cen- 
tury was turning out an 
annual 2.5 million alloy 
buckles - at a hefty 2 s 6 d 
(I2 l /2p each). That is any- 
thing from £l0-£20 each in 
today’s money - not so dif- 
ferent from the £20 you 
might pay today for a well- 
preserved specimen. 

Nivel Mills (01S1-504 2569). 
■'Buckles 1250-2800” by Ross 
Whitehead, £10 (inc. p&pl 
from Greenlight Publishing. 
The Publishing House, Hat- 
field Peverel, Chelmsford, 
Essex CMS SHF. 




Election promises 
you can believe in. 





Avoid the ups and downs of the political rollercoaster with an 
Election PEP from Legal & General. Its unique averaging system 
gives your investment a smoother ride. 

At the end of five years, the Election PEP not only gives you 
stockmarket growth linked to the FTSE 100 Index, it also returns a 
generous bonus of 40% of that growth. However, should the market 
have fallen, you will receive your money back. What’s more, you can 

invest up to £9,000 tax free. 


Call now for our Election PEP Manifesto, or complete the coupon below. 
Bat hurry. The Election PEP is only on offer until 21st February 1997. 

ELECTION PEP 

0500 11 66 22 

FREE 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am TO 8pm PLEASE QUOTE REF. 81 DJOl 
bir lmu pnacaam a&s «iU usually be rcttrfdrd and nnJomh muMuml 


Stodarartfct growth h based on the dtdncnce between the average lend erf the FTSE 100 Index, tn the fir* 12 months and the average level of the index m the last 12 months Minimum investment £5 .wk» rhb. fc. mu a 
guaranteed investment Returns depend no investments wtih major banks and bidding societies and m the unbkely event of them being unahk- lu meet ihrtr oWtgaiit ms. the benefits will Edl shoo of lb at me ruuiiK.il These 
benefits arc dependent on die investment tong held for five yearn The value of toot otvestmeta before then mar fall as wcH av me and b nut guaranteed The benefits arc bawd on mir undersundinf- nf ninvm tauilon In 
■he Unfced Kingdom and Ireland and arc Mrfjjea to summer change. The value of lax relief wiD depend on your individual eucum stances Tufi wnnen details are available on request. 

legal & General f Direct) Unwed. Registered in England No ZlUffitf) Revered Office Temple Court. 1 1 Queen Via ora Street. London ECtN ITP Rcpresenutht only nf the Ixgal & General iiuriteiiii£ group, member, erf 
which are regulated by the femoral Investment Authority and IMRO for the purposes of recommending, adveangon and selling life assurance and investment products bearing Legal & General s name. 

Internet address: htxp. Www.lcgal-and-gcneraI.co.uk 


Post to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited. FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CFI 1YW* 
Please send me details of the Legal & General Election PER 


Surname (Mr Mrs/Miss/Ms). 

Address 

Tel No: Home 


Forenames 


Postcode 


Work , 


Date of Birth 


II n<u jlivailv have j PEP investment please lick, here □ We may iclephnne y>iu u> make sure ml. * man. in vnu requuMvci has arrived safdv ?:.«• and 
ihen we may id! u«i ahwi nther pn<duu«nr swift esufTcml by ihr LrptlA General Cinvpnf.rmpaao (Jut veitkii' nuv lx.-<rf niiirv it m 1/ vu «i«dtl (Vt/i-r rv rf u- 
receive ihr. earefulh sekilni information please tick here □ 


Legal^j 

General 
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loose change 


Sort Life of Canada is 
offering readers a free copy 
of its Guide to Self- 
Assessment, which contains 
easy-to-understand answers 
to the questions raised by tax 
self-assessment U is also 
offering clients a a 
telephone-based sendee 
which converts tax details 
into a tax return and a 
computation of tax due. It 
costs £75 plus VAT for a 
single person. £99 plus VAT 
for a married couple and is 
available to employed 
people and pensioners 
resident in the UK but not 
to the self-employed, expats 
or Lloyd’s underwriters! 

ScotLife Horae Loans 
with Bi rmingham & 
Midshires is offering a 
discount of 424 per cent on 
the standard variable rate 
(currently xjet per cent) 
fixed until the end of 
January next year, and a 1 
per cent discount for the 


following 12 months. It also 
pays £330 towards legal fees 
and the survey fee is 
refunded when the 
mortgage takes effect 

General Accident Life and 
West Bromwich Building 
Society are offering a 3 per 
cent discount to the current 
variable rate of 7.25 per cent 
for the first 12 months plus a 
3 per cent cashback up to a 
maximum of £3.000. Life 
assurance may be necessary 
but there is no arrangement 
fee, and loans up to 90 per 
cent of valuation are 
available. Early redemption 
penally is 6 per cent in the 
first six years and one 
month's interest thereafter. 

Sun Life is planning to 
scrap terminal bonuses on 
group pension plans and 
replace them with higher 
reversionary - ie annual - 
bonuses in an attempt to 
provide greater fairness for 
workers who leave early. 


SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT! 

FOR BIGGER MONEY 


CALL SEC NOW 

0181 207 1666 

SEC, Britain^ biggest buyer of endowments will pay you 
mudi mom than the surrender value. 

Phone our hdpM staff now for dot extra cash and 
peace of mind. Your policy must be at least 8 years old and 
satisfy <xir selection crioerra. FAX: 0181 20749S0 

M SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS PIC 

MM SEC Houm. -W Tfc«otald Sc. Bwchanwood Hens WD6 4RZ 


SEC 



You know exactly vvhjt your circumstances are today, and 
can choose a pension pljn to suit them pcrtecrJv. 

Bui wh.u ahuui tomorrow > Or next year? Or ten tears from 


now-* 


VCTi.li you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough u. 
enpe with am changes in your lifestyle - without making vou p av 
.i penally. 

Th.li is why vou should consider an Equitable personal 
/vn.s,on /ilan. We don’t pay commission to third parries for the 
introduction ol new business, and our expenses are kept enviablv 
low. So. vou don i t have to commit yourself to paving identical 
contribution}, each yen; .hen cun be increased or reduced to suit 
vou - without peruliy. 

“ 7 UJrikr lha " .vour benefits 

h. esss.lv .Ik- ...me „ „, u d el, oven lhat daIC ^ ^ 
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How to PEP up a handout 

Clifford German offers advice on cashing in on the building societies’ bonanza 
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Windfall time: But new shareholders will have tough choices to make 


I f you are one of lucky 10 million set to 
receive shares from one or more of the 
building societies converting to banks this 
year, what will you do with the windfall? 
The chances are that the bulk of the wind- 
fall will be saved. 

All four societies are issuing shares, not 
cash bonuses, and according to a survey car- 
ried out for Nikko last year only 16 per cent 
of the Abbey National shares issued to 
members of the N&P when It was taken 
over last August were sold in the following 
four months. 

Many of the bigger windfalls will go to 
older people, who have had more money in 
their accounts for longer periods, and 
many building society members will not be 
expert shareholders who know how sell 
their shares. But even shareholders who are 
determined to sit tight need to decide pre- 
cisely how they will hold their shares 
According to the Share Centre, an inde- 
pendent. low-cost dealing company ser up 
in 1990, all four societies plan to offer share- 
holders just three choices. 

One is simply to sell them at the best 
available price in the first few days of 
dealing, to take advantage of the pent-up 


demand from financial institutions and 
managers of tracker funds, who will be 
obliged to buy shares to maintain the 
balance of their portfolios. 

The second is to hold the shares and the 
third is to transfer them free of charge into 
a single company personal equity plan 
(PEP) which each of the converting soci- 
eties will offer. That way shareholders can 
earn tax-free dividends and the proceeds 
from subsequent sales will not count as cap- 
ital gains. (They will of course incur a man- 
agement charge which may offset the tax 
saving on holdings worth less than £1,000 
or so, so do your sums first). 

The Inlan d Revenue has however agreed 
that any amount of free shares can be put 
into a PEP without affecting the existing 
allowance of up to £6,000 a year in a gen- 
eral PEP plus up to £3,000 in a Single Com- 
pany PEP. 

So if you open a single company PEP for 
your free shares you can buy up to £3,000 
worth of extra shares and PEP them too. 
For the majority of people who can afford 
to top up their holdings that is probably the 
best option. 

But there is a catch. Investors still are only 


allowed one general and one single company 
PEP manager each tax year, so anyone 
receiving payouts in 1997/98 will not be able 
to take advantage of the converting societies’ 
own offers if they already have a single com- 
pany PEP for the year, and even if they are 
not holding a current single company PEP 
they will not be able to take up more than 
one converting society s PEP offer. 

The way round this is for the investor 
specifically to tick the box on the allocation 
document which asks the societies to send 
you a share certificate. Armed with a share 
certificate you have 42 days from the 
receipt of shares to lodge them with any 
manager willing to accept the shares. 

At least half the households in the 
country will be getting conversion shares, 
so at least half of all potential PEP buyers 
will get shares too. PEP providers who do 
not or cannot accept conversion shares wilt 
be rejecting half their potential business for 
the coming tax year. 

But for one reason or another it might be 
difficult to channel them into a unit-linked 
or a tracker fund. So far only M&G has 
offered to accept building society shares 
direct into a general PEP. Another possi- 


bility then is to choose a self-select PEP 
which, under Inland Revenue rules, will have 
to be your general PEP for the year. 

Two offers arc already on the table, and 
others are certain to follow. NatWest Bank 
announced this week that if investors have 
their share certificates it will accept build- 
ing society shares free of charge into Share- 
plan. a special self-select PEP set up by the 
bank for the purpose during the first 42 
days. 

Further free share issues can be added 
later without affecting investors' rights to 
buy up to £6,000 worth of other shares for 
the PEP. There will however be an admin 
charge of 0.3 per cent plus VAT every six 
months, and a dealing charge of 1.5 per cent 
for subsequently trading shares. 

The Share Centre is also serting up a spe- 
cial demutualisation general PEP into 
which all the coming share distributions can 
be invested, free of charge. There will be a 
flat quarterly management charge of £15 
(£60 a year), which is expensive if you can- 
not add to your investment. 

Anyone interested in getting a free guide 
giving further details which will be distrib- 
uted in mid-February can ring 0800 S0000S. 
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This is your life savings 

A teaching aid that flopped cost Michael Aspel £600,000 

HI came seriously unstuck 
I about 25 years aco, when 1 




I about 25 years ago, when 1 
got invited to put some money 
into a business and was left 1S- 
months later with all the 
company’s debts. 

I was invited to do some 
promotional commentary for a 
teaching aid system. At that 
time. I hadn’t quite realised 
how stupid I was where money 
is concerned. I thought it 
might be sensible not just to 
take a fee. but to put some 
money into it. It looked to me 
like a promising, futuristic sort 
of business. 

It was a maths programme, 
a new teaching aid system, 
where kids had responder 
units and screens and all that 
sort of thing. It’s been super- 
seded many times since, of 
course, but it seemed quite a 


My biggest 
mistake 


good idea for its time. It was 
going to be bought by educa- 
tion authorities. 

I had It independently 
assessed by somebody - so I 
wasn't that daft - and they 
said: ‘Yes, this looks like a 
clean, go-ahead business/ 1 
borrowed some money from 
the bank, put my fee and all 
that back into it, but it just 
didn’t take off. 

There was no skulduggery 
involved as far as I know. But 
the timing was wrong, and var- 
ious things were supposed to 
happen that didn't Sales to 
the education authorities never 


quite came through. It was the 
old cash-flow problem. Nobody 
actually bought it when we 
needed to be selling the thing, 
and it ail just fell by the way- 
side. Then we were going to be 
bought up. 

I think the only time I was 
poorly treated in it was when 
the other guy who was left in it 
with me said we were going to 
be bought up, but it would 
require me signing a separate 
personal guarantee, which is 
what I did. I think I vaguely 
understood what signing the 
guarantee meant, but the 
information I was given was 
that we only had a lew days 
before we were going to be 
taken over, and it would all be 
plarn sailing from then on. 

Of course, the sale never 
happened, the company 


collapsed and there was no 
one but me for our suppliers to 
go to when the crunch came. 

I had a cottage in Hereford 
at that point, which I'd spent 
the last 18 months having done 
up. and that coincided - 
neatly. I suppose - with this 
drama. The house was fin- 
ished, I sold it the next day, 
cleared the debts and never 
even spent a night in it. It cost 
me, I suppose, about £620,000, 
and that was a lot of money- 25 
years ago. That was a hefty 
involvement and a very bruis- 
ing experience. 

One of the reasons 1 bought 
into this company was that I 
thought that would be a good 
idea to see that performing 
and presenting was not tbe 
only thing I relied on. Now I'm 
happy to say it is. I think it’s 


much nicer to keep it clean, 
take your fees, pay your tax 
and don’t worry. 

As far as my general attitude 
to finance is concerned. I'm 
soundly advised, but I tend to 
forget about it the moment I’ve 
done it. I keep getting surprised 
by little bits of paper.that tell 
me what’s been done. Than I 
have to ask, and I’m told: ‘Yes, 
you did that PEP a year ago/ 

It isn't because I have so 
much money that I don’t know 
what to do with it I wouldn't 
be surprised if somebody said 
to me: Actually, you have none 
at all’ or that I have a great 
deal more than I'd ever 
thought. I don’t keep track of it 
properly, I just make sure that 
eveiybody's provided for. If I 
can afford to take a holiday. 

Pm very relieved, and that’s it 


It sounds like one's being a 
loveable duffer, who thinks it’s 
attractive to be somebody who 
doesn't care about money, but 
that’s not the case. I just have 
a lack of empathy where the 
stuff is concerned. Most peo- 
ple around me seem to under- 
stand money very well, and I 
admire them for it, but I can- 
not make my mind work in 
that way. 

For me, it’s all down to find- 
ing the right accountant, really, 
and finding people I fed I can 
have fajth in. It took me a long 
time to do that, because I do 
need guidance and help and 
reassurance all the way. But -it 
seems to be all right at the 
moment-" 

Michael Aspel wax talking to Paul 
Slade . 
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YOUR 
PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME 
IN YOUR 
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A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 
The charges are low. 

You can vary your contributions j 
as you like, without charge. M 
Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. j __ 

No sales person JjS sIp 

will bother you. 
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The FT-SE 100® Index* 
has grown by 217% in 
only eight years. 

For a low cost PEP 
that tracks its 
performance, read on. 


"Ybu could share, tax free, in the fortunes of 100 of the UK’s best known companies 
with a Direct Line Tracker PER 

• Make lump sum or monthly investments. 

• No initial charges. No bid/offer spread. 

• Only 1% annual fee. 

• Top up to your annual £6,000 limit at any time. /a,sa&gjaaa s -■>=== >v 



• To find out more call us now. 



0181 253 7737 


LONDON 


0161 832 7737 


MANCHESTER 


0141 889 7737 


CALL NOW ON 

0800 374857 

FOR A BROCHURE 


POSTCODE 


HMD IMIOTi 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 2pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 3INH 
http://www. directline.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


■SauraK 'Menpal FT-SE 100* Index grow total ntnm-to 25th November 1996. Direct Une Unit H-usts Limited markets only ks own 
products aifd l* .regulated by dm Personal Investment Authority and IHRCL Direct Une docs not offer in ve stm e n t advice. The price ot units 
and die income Item- theni maty go'down as wail as tq>, and. you may not get bade all tbe money you invest. Past performance is not 
iwcessartiya guide to the ftm?«-T3u assumptions maybe subject to future statutory change and rbe vikre of tax xavbigs and aBgS&rtyxo 
invest in a PEP vtfi depend on &dMtfcni drauiwtmces. Tb* minimum mwrtMy Investment h £30, J-xlt foe fs 05%. Foryouredded security 
afl tefephsm oils wifi be recorded and randomly mantoanA ‘TOreet line' and the red telephone on m tradenurls of Direct Line 

- Insurance jdc-.and afr uswJ with the company's. pwyilwkMC Direct Une Link "Trusts Limited, PEP Dept. PD Box 993, London EC4R 9EP. 
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fear of 
finance 


Best borrowing rates 


Best savings rates 


H ope deferred maketh 
the heart sick, says the 
old proverb, and a 
million policyholders in 
Scottish Amicable will know 
well what it means this week. 
They will have to wait three 
to five years to get the full 
“benefit" from their 
company's decision to 
demutualise and become a 
quoted company, although it 
plans to abandon its mutual 
status in May. 

The bonuses when they 
come will amount to less than 
£300 each on average, small 
beer compared with the hand- 
outs building society members 
are getting from 
demutualisation, and they will 
be added to the value of 
current policies rather than 
given away in free shares. This 
is perhaps inevitable in view of 
the small size of the average 
bonus, which would result in 
too many tiny shareholdings, 
but it will not please 
policyholders who see the top 
12 directors share up to £14m 
worth of shares and the 2,000- 
odd staff get an average 
£1,000 worth of shares. 

It will not exactly make 
them all fat cats but it does 
raise the question of who 
owns a business. The old 
distinction between 
shareholders and the 
managers has been blurred in 
the past decade, which is fine 
for incentivising the top 
managers of public 
companies but is likely to 
look like money for old rope 
to policyholders in mutual 
companies, since the 
recipients are currently 
responsible to no-one at all 
for their performance. 

One result of the derisory 
Scot Am bonuses for policy- 
holders is that it should put a 
stop to any dreams carpet- 
baggers might have of 
starting small policies with 
several mutual insurance 
companies in the hope of 
making the 500 per cent 
profits which anyone who put 
£100 into half a dozen 
building societies two years 
ago will shortly start 
enjoying. It may even 


discourage speculative 
demand for second-hand 
policies issued by mutual 
insurance companies. 

More worrying is the 
decision to exclude 250,000 
investors who hold unit- 
linked policies rather than 
with-profits policies. They 
will get nothing. It will cause 
the same sort of resentment 
as the building society 
conversions which drew a 
distinction between accounts 
that conveyed membership 
and accounts that did not 
The distinctions may have 
been legally correct but they 
were not obvious to the 
unlucky account- holders who 
were left nursing a grievance. 

Whatever the technical 
justification it can only add to 
the overriding impression of 
the general public that the 
financial services industry is a 
giant lottery in which the 
privileged insiders make 
money and the general public 
get pigs in a poke. 

It may well be that many 
of the smaller insurance 
companies are too small to 
meet the reserve 
requirements and still 
compete effectively with the 
big boys, and the choice for 
them is between 
demutualising to raise capital 
for expansion and 
amalgamating or being taken 
over. But as the Nationwide 
is demonstrating with all its 
might, mutual building 
societies can afford to charge 
their borrowers less and pay 
their investors more than' - 
societies which have turned 
into banks and need to keep 
shareholders happy. 

Other things being equal 
the same will apply to 
insurers, and the reminder 
that their investments must 
support millionaire 
management and an army of 
shareholders before they start 
to work for the policyholder 
can only discourage the 
public from buying insurance- 
linked investments at a time 
when they urgently need to 
buy more. 


Clifford German 


Tetephone % Rata and Max Fee Incentive 
period adv% 

'Shi' fj rTj ?=•» e." L-' cTK 4 • 


Redemption 

penalty 




Find rates 

Scarborough BS 0800590547 
Coventry BS 0800126125 
Bristol & West BS 0800119955 
Variable rates 

Scarborough BS 0800 590547 
Coventry BS 0800 126125 
West Broimrich BS 0121 525 7070 
First tine buyers fixed rates 
Lambeth BS 0800 225221 
Bristol & West BS 0800 119955 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 
First time buyers variable rates 
Principality BS 01222 344188 
Greenwich BS 01818588212 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 


0.95 fori year 85 0.75% - 

4.901n 1/3799 35 £250 — 

6.99 bo 1/1/01 90 £275 — 


1st 5 yre:6.03%of sum repaid 
ft 1/1/02: 6 mths interest 
ft 31/12/DI: 6 mttis interest 


0.75% fori year 90 ' — - 

4.06% for 2 years 85 — — 

5.10% for 3 years 75 - 1 % adv rebated 


1st 5 yrs: 6.49% of sum repaid 
1st 5 yrs: 6mtto interest 
lst6yrs: 6% of advance 


5.20 to 1/3/99 

6.49 to 1/1/00 

7.49 to 1/m 


95 Z95 — 

90 £275 — 

95 £395 — 


1st 5 yrs: 6 mths interest 
ft 31/12/01: 6 mths interest 
1st 6 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


2.50 to 1/4/98 90 — - 

' 4.19% for 2 years 95 — — 

5.74% to 1/3/D2 95 E295 Refund vain Fee 


To 1/4/D2: discount reclaimed 
1st 5 yrs; discount rafamed 
* 1st 7 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 




APR % 


Telephone 

Unsecured 

Northern Rode BS 0345 421421 12.9H 

Royal B of Scotland 0800 121125 14.0 

Nationwide BS via local branch 14.9 

Secured (second charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 7.8 

Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 9.0 

Midland Bank DSOO 494999 10.1 


Max LTV Fixed monthly payments (£3,000 over 3 years) 


Neg 

70% 

9D% 


With insurance 
£112.66 
£114.78 
£113.15 

Max LTV Advance 
£3K - £I5K 
£2_5K-£100K 
£5K-neg 


Without insurance 

£102.59 

£101.45 

£102.49 

Term 

6 mths to 25 years 
3 years to retirement 
5 years to 30 years 






TUephom 

Account 

Authmsed 
% pm APR 

Unauthorised 
% pm 

APR 

Woofwfcti BS 0800 400900 

Crerent 

0.84 10.5 

2.18 

29.5 

AHiance & Leicester 0500 959595 

Alliance 

0.76 9.5 

220 

29.8 

Bank of Scotland 0800805805 

Direct Cheque 

— 11.0 

— 

26.5 
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Standard 

Telephone 

Card Type 

Mm 

Income 

Rate' 

% pm 

APR 

% 

Annual 

Fee 

InL free 
period 

Co-operative Bank 

0800 109000 

Advantage Visa — 

0.64N 

7.90N 

nil 

Odays 

RBSAdvanta 

0800 077770 

Visa 

— 

0.79N 

9.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Capital One Bank 
Gold cards 

0800 669000 

Visa 

— 

0.797N 

9.90N 

nil 

54 days 

Co-operative Bank 

0345212212 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.50 

1050 

£120 

46 days 

RBSAdvanta 

0800 077770 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.79N 

9.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Royal B of Scotland 

01702 362890 

Visa 

£20,000 

1.D5N 

14.50N 

£35 

46 days 
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Telephone 


John Lewis via store 

Marks and Spencer . 01244 681681 
Sears via store 


Payment by direct debit 

Payment by other methods 

%pm 

APR 

%pm 

APR 

129 

18.0 

1.39 

18.0 

127 

242 

1.97 

263 

134 

25.9 

220 

29.8 


APR AimaOsed percentage ratB. B+C Bcftfings and Content insurance LTV Loan to value tSUAcodeoLsidmssartdunemploy^ 
£ JbradaMe to comprehensive motonsuratKepolicytioldefs aged over 22 /ears. H.- H&er rate appfes if insurance not arranged 
It Introductory rate fir a Untried period. 


AH rates subject to change without rota. 


Swttx: MONEYFACTS 01692500677 


16 January 1997 


Telephone 

number 


Account 


Notice 
or term 


Deposit 


Rats 

% 


Interest 

interval 





Rodman 8S 
Bank of Scotland 
Bank of Scotland 
Direct Line 


01202292444 
0500804804 
0500804804 
0181 667 1121 


Instant Access Instant 
In start Access Saving Instant 
Instant Access Savings Instant 
Instant Savings Instant 


Year 

Month 

Month 


Teachers' BS 
Scarborough BS 
Northern Rock BS 
Bristol & West BS 


01202887171 Bullion Postal £500 

0800 590578 Instant by Post Postal £1.°°° 

0500 505000 Select Instant Postal £5,000 

0800 901HS Instant Postal Postal £25.000 

Chelsea BS 0800.132351 POST-tel 20 20 day P £5,000 

Cheltenham & Gtoucester0800 717505 Direct 30 30 day P £25,000 

Northern Rock BS 0500505000 Select 60 60 day P WOO 

Leeds & Holbecfc BS 0113 225 7777 Postal Bonus 3Q/4/98P- £10,000 



P- 


6.05 Hear 

630 Year 

6.50 "fear 

7.00 Maturity 






HfCA 

MCA 5000 
Asset Reserve 
Classic Postal 


Kteinwort Benson 0800 317477 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 626 0879 

Halifax BS 01422 335333 

Chelsea BS 080071 7515 

jnmaoMaasiGE 

Norwich & Peterborough 01733 391497 
Prudential Banking 0800 000222 
Norwich & Petertaraugb 01733 391497 
Coventry BS 0345 665522 


Fixed Rats Bond 
Fixed Rate Savings 
Find Rate Bond 
Fixed Rate Bond 


Instant £2,500 

Instant £5.000 

Instant £10,000 

Instant £10,000 

sasosiL 

Iftar £500 

16 Month £10,000 

2 Thar £10.000 

30/11/99 £1.000 


5.20 Month 

525 Month 

425 Quarter 

4.50 


6.75F Maturity 
7.05F Maturity 
7.10F Tbar 
7.30F Year 


01438744505 Faed Rate TESSA 
0300 200400 Fixed Rate TESSA 

0171 626 0879 
0990 143668 


SunBankinECorp 
NatWestBank 
Investec Bank OJK) 

West Bromwich BS 

Sun Banking Corporation 01438 744505 Fixed Rate TESSA 

NatWestBank 0800 200400 Fixed Rate TESSA 

National Counties BS 01372 747771 

West Bromwich BS 0990 143668 


5 years 
5 years 
5 years 
5 years 


£8,575 

£5.000 

£9,000 

£250 


7.50F Year 
7.45F Year 

720 tear 
7.00 fear 


5 years £9.000 7.50F Year 
5 years £5.000 7.45F fear 
5 years £9.000 720 fear 
5 years 


£250 


7.00 fear 


1 year 

2 year 

3 years 

4 years 

5 years 

Investment Accounts 


Financial Assurance 
Pinnacle Insurance 
Pinnacle Insurance 
Financial Assurance 
Pinnacle Insurance 


0181 3803388 
0181 207 9007 
0161 207 9007 
0181380388 
0181 207 -007 


5.30FN fear 
5.90FN fear 
5.95FN fear 
630FN fear 
6.40FN fear 


£5.000 

£3.000 

£3,000 

£ 20.000 

£3,000 


Income Bonds 


Capital Bond 
First Option Bonds 


Series J 


Pensioner's G'teed Income Bond 
NS Certificates (tax-free) 


Children's Band 


Series 3 
43rd issue 
9th Index linked 
Issue H 


1 month 

£20 

4.75 

fear 


£500 

525 

fear 


£25,000 

530 

fear 

3 months 

£2,000 

6.00 

Month 


£25.000 

625 

Month 

5 years 

£100 

6.E5F 

Maturity 

12 months 

£1,000 

6.0QF 

fear 


£20,000 

625F 

fear 

5 year 

£500 

7.00F 

Month , 

5 year 

£100 

5.35F 

Maturity 

5 year 

£100 

2.50+ rpi Maturity 

5 year 

£25 

6.75F 

Maturity 
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P post only F feedrate 

H net rate A All wtMimais subrect at 30 day toss ofinteiest . 

All rates are dnrnn gross and are subject to donge without notice. Source: MQtiEYFACTS 01692 500677. " 16 January 1997 


Fin; 



INVESTMENT TRUST 
FROM M&G 


M&G will be launching a new Investment Trust in February which will be available 
for investment in the M&G PER 

This new fund will invest in a portfolio of shares and aims to provide a high and 
growing income as well as good capital growth overtime. 

PEP investors will have a choice of investing, either to achieve a yield above 5%* 
or, for those investors willing to take higher risk, to achieve a yield of over 6%*. 
There will be no initial charge and no withdrawal fee. 

This new fund will give you the opportunity to invest your tax free PEP allowance 
for both the current tax year and for the 1997/98 tax year - a total tax free 
investment of up to £1 2,000. 

After the initial offer period there will be a spread between the buying and 
selling prices. 


■ To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me a free copy of the 
new M&G Handbook and details of the new M&G Investment Trust 
NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 

You should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
The price of investments and the income from them can go down as wed as up. The value to you 
of the tax benefits will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change in the future. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


T FREE 


I 


The new edition 
^ of the M&G Handbook 


is now available, 

I giving details of M&Cs 


Mr/Mre/ 

Miss/Ms 

INITIALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

KE- 8 EAC 


■ range of PEPs, Unit 
Trusts, Savings Plans 
| and Regular Income 
Plans. 


I 


I M&G does not orier investment advice or offer any recommendations regartSng Investments. | 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. i 


For details return the 
coupon or telephone 


I 

I 

I 

I 


Issued by MSG Financial Services Limited, 
(fksukrled tn The Personal imBstnont Authority.) 
MSG Urn Trusts are manasod m M&G Sku/jms 
C j'Wfed. f Refute ;ei/ by IMRO and Tho Persona/ 
trv/esimert Authontv.) 


We never mjke -/our name art adorers jraiabie to 
utxsiwacd organfcatam. We vrt oecasou*? uH you 
stmt other pmoucs or smees aSmo by ourseMn 
and jssooaed MSG Compares. 



| 0990 600 612 

| Ore-mail 

I 


hb@MandG.repiy.co.uk 


Tick the bca £ you vwuM prater not to race'* 
this Mbrnmion 


Managing your money for the longer term 


* Yields are based on 

I investment within the 
M&G PEP and forecast as 
at 31.1236 and are subject 
I to change. 


The M&G PEP 


6.634 
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CALL WOOLWICH DIRECT 


At the Woolwich, we are always looking for ways to help 
you make the most of your money. 

Our Corporate Bond PEP offers you the best of both 
world 5 - a higher return than deposit-based savings but a 
lower risk than equity-based unit trusts. 

For flexibility, you can invest either by lump sum 
(minimum £500) or by regular savings of as little as £25 
per month. You can invest up to £6,000 per year in the 
Corporate Bond PEP and all your profits will be totally free 
of both income tax and capital gains tax. 

The Corporate Bond PEP is currently paying 6.6%*, which 
you can take as income, or reinvest for even greater gains. 

Over 41,000 people have already invested around 
£170 million in our Corporate Bond PEP. Why not join 
them? Just call Woolwich Direct, on 0345 47 46 45 
quoting reference ICD18/1 and speak to one of our 
friendly assistants. The sooner you call, the sooner your 
tax-free savings can start to grow. 


Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


direct 


0345 47 46 45 

3 «*- W. u. , SUN. ^ 

r--» .nun ii.'ioi 
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Just in case Labour wins. . . 

PEP providers are playing on election fears. Clifford German reports 


P urchases of personal equity 
plans in the current tax year 
are set to break all records, 
and the demand could continue 
over into the 1997-98 tax year which 
starts on April 6, as investors rush 
to get money invested early in case 
a change of government brings a 
tightening of the annual allowances. 

Investors had already bought 
almost £5bn worth of personal 
equity plans by the end of Novem- 
ber with four full months of the cur- 
rent tax year still to come, compared 
with £5.25m in the whole of 1995-96 
In most years two-thirds of the 
annual sales are concentrated in the 
last few months of the tax year and 
this year the sales season looks like 
being very busy, and it may well spill 
over into the start of the 1997-98 tax 
year, just in case Labour wins the 
election and Gordon Brown the 
probable Labour Chancellor puts a 
limit on PEP holdings in the interim 
budget Labour has promised within 
four weeks of winning an election. 

Over the last 10 years a total of 
£24bn has been invested. Individu- 
als who have contributed the maxi- 
mum allowed each year could each 
now have sheltered up to £64.000 in 
a PEP and the most successful plans 
will now contain shares worth over 
£200,000 with tax-free income as 
well. 

The worst a Labour Chancellor is 
expected to do is put an overall limit 
on the amount of money an indi- 
vidual has put into PEPs and per- 
haps TESSAs since they were intro- 
duced. Annual investment 
allowances for smaller investors are 
unlikely to change, but PEP 
providers are competing for business 
and will play on fears of a tougher 
control. 


PEP sales dominate the unit trust industry 


Austral sates km gran 3£QB% Mm 1887 



The most obvious attempt to play 
on investors’ fears came this week 
from Legal & General whose Elec- 
tion PEP goes on sale next Monday 
until February 21. It is run as a 
Dublin-based company which qual- 
ifies it as a single company as well 
as a general PEP so investor can put 
in the maximum annual allowance 
of £9.000, including if they wish 
transfers from PEPS managed by 
other providers, which are accepted 
free of charge. 

The plan charges an initial fee of 
3.5 per cent and a management 


charge of 1 per cent a year, but the 
returns are calculated on the full 
sum put into the fund. The plan pays 
back the capital in full after five 
years, plus 1.4 times any gain in the 
FTSE 100 share index over that 
time. So 50 per cent rise would tum 
into A 70 per cent gain. 

But it is not an equity fund and it 
pays no dividends. Roughly. 70 per 
cent of the investment is simply put 
on deposit where it should earn the 
managers enough to repay the 
investment at maturity. The balance 
is used to buy options on the per- 


formance of the FTSE 100 share 
index which should meet the growth 
target. 

In order to minimise the risk of 
investing ahead of a steep fall in the 
index after the election and matur- 
ing in the middle of a downturn in 
the market in 2002 the value of the 
investment is averaged over the first 
year and the maturity value over the 
whole of the fifth year. 

This means the investor will get 
only four years potential growth for 
his money and critics claim investors 
will probably do better to invest in 


a growth fund or even an index- 
tracking fund which should earn in 
excess of 30 per cent gross income 
over five years. 

Perpetual is offering next month 
a World Income PEP fund which 
will deduct management charges 
from capital and aims to pay a gross 
yield of 4 per cent. Schroder is 
offering an Income Option PEP 
and a Growth Option split between 
three Schroder unit trusts, the 
smaller, companies, European 
smaller oompanies and the Pacific 
growth funds. Prudential is offering 
a High Income version of the Pru- 
dence Gold PEP which will aim to 
yield 7J per cent tax free by invest- 
ing in corporate bonds, government 
stocks and up to 20 per cent in 
shares. 

Prolific is offering a triple choice 
of an income plan currently yielding 
7.52 per cent tax-free, a capital 
growth plan and a combined plan. 
The initial charges are 3 per cent and 
the annual charge 1 percent, which 
is less than the average for most 
managed funds. 

At the other end of the scale 
Fidelity investments believes the 
last thing investors want is more 
choice. With 1,700 PEPS to choose 
from already investors want simpler 
plans. lower charges and a better 
understanding of the risks and 
rewards of investments like PEPS, 
which can go down as well as up in 
value. 

It is spending £2m on marketing 
including 40 free seminars across 
the country (Call 0800-371318 for 
local details) and refunding initial 
charges on 1997-98 PEPS for 
investors who invest or transfer in 
their 1996-97 and 1997-98 PEP 
allowances. 


Questions and answers 


Independent athiser Btyan 
Fisher answers a readers 
query on the pros and cons of 

a personal equity plan 

Q: I am considering making 
two PEP investments of 
£6,000 for myself and my 

wife. I am adventurous and 
she is cautious. Which is the 
best PEP for us? What are 
the risks? There seem to be 
so many PEPs available, I 
find it all very confusing. 

BJ, Manchester 

A: A PEP is just a set of 
rules placed around an 
investment in British or 
European Union equities 
(shares) either individually 
or via a unit trust or 
investment trust. The gains 
are free from capital gains 
tax and income free from 
income tax. Investors pay 
charges to the managers. 

Unit and investment trusts 
invest in many different 
sectorsjndudmg emerging 
companies, smaller 
companies, UK growth, UK 
income and more specialist 
areas. Some managers offer 
tracker funds, which follow a 
selected market index and 
levy lower charges. 

Up to £1.500 of the £6,000 
allowance for a general PEP 
may now be invested 
overseas. A further £3.000 
can be invested in shares of 
a single company. The 
general PEP allowance can 
also be invested in assets 
paying fixed-interest 
dividends, known as 
corporate bond PEPs. 

The most important factor 
is the track record of 
investment performance. 
'Volatility and charges are 
also considerations, but 


good investment 
performance considerably 
outweighs these factors. The 
best performing PEPs have 
tripled in value' over the last 
five years. This is equal to a 
compound return of 24 per 
cent per annum. 

As a cautious investor, 
your wife might be 
interested in a corporate 
bond PEP. These are 
investments in fixed-interest 
securities, though the capital 
value can still vary, going 
down when interest rates 
rise and vice versa. The 
ultimate security of a 
guaranteed return of around 
7 per cent can be achieved 
through a permanent 
interest-bearing PEP 

As a more adventurous 
investor, you can choose 
from the special situation 
sector, with or without a 
proportion world wide. The 
optimum solution would be 
the best track record from 
the growth sector with 
minimum volatility and 
charges. 

Your choice in investment 
will depend on your 
indhidual definition of 
caution and adventure. The 
best solution is to talk to an 
adviser who has ihe facilities 
to monitor the investment 
performance, volatility', and 
charges of the w hole range 
of PEPs available. 

Bryan Fisher is financial 
planning manager at Berkeley 
Financial Planning in 
Coventry. The advice is for 
guidance only and no action 
should be taken without 
receixing specific and 
professional advice. Readers 
can write to him c/o The 
Independent, no more than 
250 words, please. 


Financial planning: 
5 free quotations. 


Send lor our five tinkle and hear 5 very different l niled Friendly c lients explaining, 
in their own words, how we're helping them use their money wisely. (Jail 0800 806 608 now 
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Are you a Taxpayer 
investing for income? 

If so. and you have £6.000 (d snesL Commercial 
Union's Monthly Income Plus PEP offers you a 
high rale of regular monthly income. 'Based on an offer 
price a! 52J6p on 03/01/97.’ Ihe PEP will have been 
paying monthly income at a rate equivalent to 857% gross 
per annum. 

The Monthly Income Plus PEP has tout tey benefits: 
l As a PEP, all Income is comp lately tree of tax 
The Income is paid MONTHLY direct to your bank 
or building society 
■ High Income wRh Diversified Risk 
■ Good Itack Record 

To find out more about the Monthly income Plus PEP, simply speak to your 
Financial Adviser or complete and return me attached coupon or call 
Freephone 0800 004433 and well send you full details. 


Please remember that past 
performance is not necessarily 
a guide to future returns. The price 
of units and the income from them 
can go down as welt as up. therefore 
current income levels may not be 
sustained and you may not get back 
what you Invest. To maintain income, 
potential for capital growth may be 
begone. Any significant change in interest rates would substantially affect 
he capital value ol the lurid. Securities held may have a current value 
ligher than Iheir ultimate maturily value. 


COMMERCIAL UNION 

MONTHLY 

INCOME 

PLUS 


FOR MORE DETAILS COMPLETE THE 
COUPON BELOW AND RETURN IT TO US 
WITHOUT DELAY. OR CALL FREEPHONE 


0800 004433 
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Having more rime to enjoy life is an enticing prospect, 
whenever you plan to retire. But will your company pension 
be enough to let you do all you'd like to? 

To get the maximum pension available, you would 
typically have to be in the same company pension scheme 
for 40 years. And changing your job just once can result in a 
quite dramatic reduction ro your pension. 

■ Topping up your company pension by means of an 
Equitable Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution 
Scheme, however, can help you make up the difference and 
look forward to living it up in retirement. Your 
contributions are made from your gross income, with tax 
relief currently at the highest rate which you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don't pay commission to chin! parries 
for the introduction of new business. 

If you’d like more information by post and by 
telephone, call (09901 38 48 58 or return the coupon below. 

www.equiiable.co.uk 

InfoniUdon'jJvicc will wdj be jawn on Equiiahlirp-oup ptoducis 
Rdf’ll Lied hv ihe Pertemjl Imvstffiem Authorin' 
nitbji-nvuuM mrnwx "«vutii\mijxt «u>«.hv.bu h».uammhw iiki :rk 

To. The tquiijhlc Life ttffETOST. TOum Sued. AYLESBURY. Buck* HP?1 7BR 1 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 



■ 25% invested 
Internationally 

75% invested in the UK 

■ Monthly savings from 
only £50 per month 

■ Lump sum investments 
from £1000 


f&93 flora/ ca/7 rate/, quoting lefercrice “1IN02”, betvwm 
below In block capitals and return ft (no stamp required) to> 


y FREEPOST ANG 4247, Norwich NR13BR. 

Tit ' S’.'CT**'", ■; •• vial fe-' \ 
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Name 


1IN02 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime tel no: 


Evening tel no: 


Drtillntjnu piwMs may be nrad by 
Norwich Union group companies, your 
(Inandal sMur or other rote wa nt 
occaolsatloRS for mtlrobi^ proposes such 
as market research wd contKtlaa you 
■egan&ncioro future insurance and 
iiiMitment needs. 


D 

NORWICH 

UNION 

No one protects more. 


Ro your protection & telephone caSs will 
be recorded, The value d and income from 
PEPs may Ml and you may not get bach 
the amount invested. Funds invested abroad 
may alter wtth exchange rate fluctuations. 
InfonnafatvatMcc wfll only relate to 
Nonridi Union pmdods. 
t Except the buying to selling 
spread of 0.5%. 
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Comparing investment funds 


FEATURE UfffT TRUSTS oh* 

Nature o} Fund Fund expands and contacts Fund expmds and contracts 

M demand (open Bidsd) on demaid (open aided} 

Iwestert Huttings Unfe /Stores 

Regal at) on Manager and trustee Manaaa(ACD)ZHl 

sudnrfistf by (MRO,untt depositary aithorfsed 

tnst autofeed by bylMRO.OBCauthortsedfty 

SlB.mantetlng redialed by SIB, marteilng regulated 

byRA 

Investment RestrMUme Cteady defined rules on ••• _ Clearly defined rates on what 
vvtat iiwrabneiits nfaRager Imeamentslt»traiHg»may‘ 

maymaw mAe 

Borrowing Powers Umted 3b®y to borrow (up Lindted abiSty to borrow (up to 

id 10% of thefund) mofthefmd} 

Covered by the jiwsBt s. ! ' covered by the Investors 
Compensation ScftoneH Compensation Sctwnetf 

■ iritormedtey/mariagerf • 

apsw oeposftary coBapsed ■ 

Price System Dual pita Stogie price 

Frequency vahtathu Nonnaflydafy ' Normally dafly 

Price Calculation Reflects precise value at Reflects precise value of 

Investments to fund (nm towstoienis to ftmd (net asset 

asset value) + charges value} with chafes shown 

calculated within spread separately 

fta Advantage Exempt from CGTwtUita Exempt fro m CGTwttWn fund . 

fund . . ‘ ' 

Purchase/Sale Via unit trust manager, Via QHCs manager company 

company salesman, salesman, thane# adviser or 

financial adviser or a o ctt wlB r 

stoettroter 


INVESTMENT TWISTS 

Fixed number of shares to issue 
(dosed ended) 

Shares 

Registered wder the Ccngjanies 
Act sublet to Stock Exchange 
listing rites and ldand Revenue 
approval 


Aftnost-unffntited investments - . 
atowlaiijKt to approval fl the 
board; . 

Extensive aiifltties to borrow 


Covered -by fee tovastore 
Goropansatton Scheme tf 


A new investment is born 

The unit trust business is set for a shake-up, says Ken Welsby 


T: 


Dual price: different buy and sel 
prices 

Itemafronceamanth • V 

Reflects vatoe of tovastmsrts to ' 
fund hut may vary according to 
market sentenent and charges are 
shown sepsately 

Exempt from CST wUhto fund 


Via stocttxokte or ftaandal adviser 
or tovestmert trust manager direct 
(for PEPs or regular savings plans) 


■he price war in the unit 
trust and Pep business is 
expected to take a new 
turn in the coming months 
with the arrival of a new type 
of managed fund known as the 
Oeic. An Oeic (pronounced 
"‘oik”) is an open-ended invest- 
ment company, a structure 
which is well established in 
continental Europe, but new 
to most UK investors. Like its 
cousins the unit trust and the 
investment trust, an Oeic can 
be held tar-free in a personal 
equity plan. 

Government regulations to 
allow Oeics came into force 
earlier this month, but it could 
be a month or more before the 
first funds are launched. So 
what’s in a name? In the case 
of the Oeic, it tells you quite 
a lot about the product First, 
the fund is open-ended, which 
means that - like a unit trust 


-it can take in as much money 
as investors are prepared to 
subscribe. This contrasts with 
closed-end funds, such as 
investment trusts, where sub- 
scriptions are limited to the 
amount of share capital. 

An Oeic is an investment 
company, so it is controlled by 
a director or directors rather 
than trustees, and it can - but 
usually won’t - be quoted on 
the stock marke-L Your invest- 
ment in an Oeic therefore 
consists of shares, rather than 
.units. The next new feature is 
that an Oeic will be an 
umbrella hind, with several 
sub funds, each with its own 
distinctive flavour. 

This could mean, for exam- 
ple, that someone investing 
£100 a month could pul £50 in 
a conventional UK growth and 
income fund, £25 in emerging 
markets and £25 in corporate 


bonds. Then, at year end, you 
could switch all or part of 
your holdings into whichever 
fund held out the best growth 
prospects for the future. The 
charge for switching would 
probably be either nominal or 
entirety free, since it wonid 
enable the fund manager to 
keep your business rather than 
losing it to a competitor. 

This contrasts with the way 
that unit trusts operate, where 
you have to sell and re-invest, 
incurring charges on both sides 
of the transaction. Much of the 
spadework for the introduc- 
tion of Oeics has been the 
work of Autif, the Association 
of Unit Trusts and Investment 
Funds and a key role in the 
project was played by its direc- 
tor of legal and fiscal affairs, 
Sheila Nicoll. “The umbrella 
structure is oae of the most 
important features of the Oeic 



OR CHOOSE THE ONLY 

PENSION WITH A TWO YEAR, 

100% SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEE 


You don’t have to trust to luck when arranging your pension. Simply call 
our Pensions by Phone service free on 0800 77 66 66. 

ft’s the easy way to get help and advice, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

You'll never be under any pressure to buy. And when you are ready to go 
ahead you’ll be protected by our unique 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. 

So if you are not entirely satisfied with our service at anytime within the 
next two years, we’ll transfer your pension fund to any other company you 
choose, and refund our fees and charges in full. 

Pensions by Phone. From Eagle Star. It's everything you could wish for 
from a pension. Guaranteed. 



EAGLE STAR 


PENSIONS BY PHONE 

0800 77 66 66 

24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK 


For your protection. your call to Eagle Star may be recorded. Eagle Star Life Assurance Company Lintfietl 


■s regulated by the Personal investment Anthortty. Monnattwi or advice win only be provided on Eagle Star products. 


since it enables an investment 
vehicle to be tailored to meet 
tiie investor’s specific objec- 
tives,” she says. 

This emphasis of flexibility 
is reflected in another big dif- 
ference between unit trusts 
and Oeics: the new funds will 
be able to have different 
classes of share, each with its 
own specific conditions and 
charging structure. The dif- 
ferent share classes can even 
be denominated in different 
currencies. To UK investors 
accustomed to straightforward 
investment in equities or unit 
trusts, the concept of share 
classes might seem an unnec- 
essary complication - but as 
Sheila Nicoll explains, it's all 
part of the Oeic’s wide appeal. 

“The fund must issue pub- 
lic shares, available to every- 
one who completes the paper- 
work and pays the 
subscription,** she says. 
“Beyond that, it’s up to the 
fluid manager to create the 
share classes for specific needs. 
For example, there could be a 
specific class of share for sale 
to Pep investors, or to institu- 
tions dealing in millions, or 
maybe one sold only through 
IFAs which paid commission. 

“All these are passible, and 
no doubt there will be many 
more, it will be a matter of 
what's appropriate for each 
segment of the market/ 

Which brings us to perhaps 
the most obvious difference 
between unit trusts and Oeics 

- the price at which they are 
bought and sold. Look at the 
prices of most unit trusts, and 
there is a spread between the 
sell and buy prices - often 
known as bid and offer prices 

- at which the fund sells units 
to new invesrors and buys 
them back from those with- 
drawing their cash. 

In other words, when you 
buy or sell units you are pay- 
ing more or getting less than 
the net asset value (NAV) - 
the value of the assets held in 
the fund divided by the num- 
ber of units issued. In contrast, 
Oeics will be both sold and 
bought at the net asset value. 
The commission and charges 
will be shown separately - 
according to a published price 
list This transparency of pric- 
ing-in which customers can 
see immediately how much is 
being invested and how much 
they are paying for service - is 
one of the key principles of the 
Oeic. 

Ms Nicoll says simply that 
investors often do not under- 
stand the dual pricing of unit 
trusts, and the move to single 
pricing and transparency will 
simply bring Britain in line 
with the rest of the world. 


particularly the rest of Europe. 
And therein lies one of the 
reasons why Oeics are being 
introduced. Not simply to give 
savers more choice, but to 
give the fund management 
industry in the UK a product 
which they can sell easily in 
other European markets. 

The first moves towards 
cross-border selling of invest- 
ment products were taken in 
the 1980s when the European 
directive on collective invest- 
ments - known as the UCITS 
directive - introduced the con- 
cept of a “passport” for man- 
aged funds. The idea is that 
once a fund has been approved 
in one EU member state it can 
be sold in the rest of tbe Union 
without requiring approval 
from other national govern- 
ments. 

But because unit trusts are 
not fam iliar to continental 
investors, there has until now 
been little scope for UK prod- 
ucts to be exported to the rest 
of Europe. The expertise of 
fund management has 
remained in London and 
Edinburgh, but what has been 
exported is the administrative 
work, which accounts for 60 
per cent of management costs 
and a similar share of the 
employment. Most of this has 
gone to Dublin and Luxem- 
bourg, where the legal frame- 
works for open-ended funds 
are well established. 

Over the past five years the 
assets of UK fund managers in 
Luxembourg and Dublin have 
climbed from $3_3bn to almost 
$20bn. and since the late 1980s 
funds under management in 
these centres have increased 
fourfold, while those in Lon- 
don have only doubled. But 
the arrival of the Oeic does not 
just open mainland Europe to 
UK products, it also opens our 
doors to others - not just 
funds from continentals 
Europe, but also some of the* 
large US asset managers who 
may now prefer to operate 
from London rather than 
Dublin. 

The i’s are still being dotted 
and the t’s being crossed, so 
don’t expect to see any of these 
new funds being launched next 
week. But over the next two 
years industry analysts expect 
that as many as 300 existing 
unit trusts will probably con- 
vert into Oeics - taking advan- 
tage of a concession in the 
Finance Bill which exempts 
such conversions from tax and 
stamp duty until 1999. The 
first conversions will probably 
be trusts whose management 
has changed hands. But don’t 
worry if it happens to your unit 
- the undertying assets will 
not be affected. 
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!■ A 52 page guide telling you everything you need to 
I | know about planning your pension. 
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Please phone now 0800 137 372 or complete the coupon 
and return (no stamp required) to: 


The Independent Equitable Life Guide 
Freepost P0 Box 7. Brentford. Middlesex TW3 9BR 


Planning for retirement can be 
difficult. It often involves delv- 
ing into a jargon-ridden maze 
of facts and figures from both 
employers’ pension schemes 
and personal pension 
providers. 

Yet never has the subject 
been so important. Experts 
predict that within the next 30 
years the value of our state 
pension will plummet. We will 
have to rely on a combination 
of employers’ schemes and 
private pensions. 

That is why The Independent 
has published a Guide to Pen- 
sions Planning. Sponsored by 
Equitable Life, a mutual life 
insurer, the easy-to-under- 
stand guide will explain all 
aspects of retirement plan- 
ning. 

For a free copy, cal! free- 
phone 0800 137372 or fill out 
the coupon above and send it 
to the address given. It could 
he the best decision you ever 
made. It will certainly be one 
of the easiest. 
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PEP 

FOR 1997 


With Chase de Vere's 

PEPGUIDE 

The 1997 edition of the best- 
^riling guide which covers dll 
the P£Ps on the market is 
now published. It costs only 
fU.95 - and tiie full price will 
be refunded if you rake our 
your PEP via Chase de Vere. 
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0800 526 092 

FFEiPh.or.i LI.MfcS CFEN Zi HOURS 
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The Seventies 

People retire home from a con- 
cert at the Festival Hall to clean 
their needles, pul on the black 
vinyl and find that the 1950s 
Karajan is still the better ver- 
son. Andre Previn shows off his 
sideboards and women in the 
siring section sport Jacqueline 
du Pre-style hajr. The rest of us 
are kept al a safe distan t con- 
suming classical music via the 
Old Spice ad A man surfing to 
the accompaniment of wailing 
monks poses little threat to the 
musical establishment. 


Then 1981 

Kiri Tc Kanawa's singing at St 
Paul's Cathedral heralds the 
event of the century; ihe Royal 
Divorce. But first they have to 
go through the ritual of a wed- 
ding. That dress pulls all the 
headlines. A padded, striped 
affair of dubious design, Tc 
Kanawa's number mam her 
entrance on the world stage. 
And opera gains ground in mid- 
dle England. The event proves 
lucrative for both women, with 
a win bonus for Diana when she 
splits from Charles. Te Kanawa 


% 


draws criticism for restrictin 
her work to popular roles so 
as the Countess in 77ie Marriage 
of Figaro, but Diana strangely 
escapes blame for her role as the 
Princess in The Divorce. 

So 

Classical music sales increase, 
helped by a general upward 
trend in the economy. By 1985 
they account for 15 per cent of 
all record sales. Along with a 
Porsche and a mobile phone, the 
new CDs are the designer items 
of the 1980s. They also contain 


music, an added selling point. 
Classical music adds a touch of 
class to the candlelit meal, and 
greatly improves a chance of 
congress wi th your dinner guest. 
A sad farewell is bid to vinyl, 
with its covers of pastoral land- 
scapes by Gaude and serious- 
looking cellists: it's hello to CDs 
with pictures of post-coital 
women. Such joy is matched by 
the record companies which 
realise that people will have to 
duplicate everything they had on 
record on toT CD. And Nigel 
Kennedy gains success by hav- 
ing a punk hairstyle and talking 


badly, 2 minion copies of his 
1989 Four Seasons eventually 
being shifted. 

The Climax 

The Three Tenors cqpeert in 
Rome enlivens a dire 1990 
World Cup. It takes classical 
music to new heights, sales of the 
album eventually reaching the 10 
million mark. An American idea 
to award marks out of 10 to each 
singer at the concert is luckily 
scrapped, so we are spared 
another penalty shoot-out to 
find the winner. 


But 

Classical sales start to plummet 
- the CD boom, and the popu- 
larity of a few artists, hiding a 
long-term decline. In despera- 
tion record companies dress up 
anyone in a monk's outfit, and 
Vknessa Mae in not very much. 

Now 

Classical music has lost out to 
compilations, accounting for 
more than half of the sales. 
Qassic FM and BBC Music 
Magazine encourage the down- 


market approach. The imple- 
mentation of a crossover chart 
confirms its victory. Roberto 
Alagna is sold as the “Fourth 
Tfenor", a recent documentary on 
C hanne l 4 showing his concert 
diary to be a match for anyone's. 
So will classical music ever be rid 
of this populism? It hardly mat- 
ters to record companies since 
by the next century everything 
wm be accessed on the Internet. 
Nor to concert goers, since 
theLottery will ensure there are 
brilliant venues, but no one to 
perform in them. 

James Aufenast 



‘I don’t just 
feel nervous 
at the 
beginning. I 
feel nervous 
all the way 
through’: 
Judie Tzuke 
hits the 
comeback 
trail 


I t’s not been a week when 
showbiz has shown itself 
in its most attractive light. 
Chris Evans throwing his 
weighT about, and Brian 
Harvey yet again thinking 
that pretending his hands are 
pistols in publicity stills makes 
him intelligent enough to 
open his mouth in public, 
know what I mean. Mean- 
while, a nice girl from Wcy- 
bridge has been packing her 
backing singers into the back 
of a Vauxhall Vcctra and 
covering a stack of motorway 
miles in a bid to make a lot of 
people very happy. 

Judie Tzuke may not have 
the Gallagher brothers' ca- 
pacity for assuring their audi- 
ence that they are witnessing 
history, but at 36 she's a little 
slice of it in her own right: 
someone who was big in the 
Seventies, who can still pack 
’em in in the Nineties. And 
what's more, the blonde 
balladeer hasn't even had to 
resort to self-pastiche, like 
many of the acts still on the 
road. She's done it by 
keeping things small. 

The car is on loan for 
the month from BSM, 
one of her singers is 
something by way of a 
stepdaughter, and much 
of the audience has been 
in love with her since her 
biggest single, “Stay 
With Me Till Dawn", 
echoed round their bed- 
rooms the first time they 
got their hearts broken. 

Going to see Judie is like go- 
ing to see your hippie sister and 
realising she’s been pretty cool 
all along. 

At the Jazz Caf£ on Sunday, 
they were hanging from the 
rafters. The blue-lit well of the 
main auditorium seethed with 
the genteel anticipation of 
bottled beer drinkers who’d 
turned up with their mates and 
their girlfriends. The night 
before I'd been in a dub in 
Balham where you couldn’t 
turn round without impaling 
yourself on a goatee. This 
crowd sported no peculiar 
facial hair of any sort And they 
were doing things like smiling 
and talking to their neigh- 
bour, a breach of gig etiquette 
on a par with saying “excuse 


me" or admittingyou paid for 
your ticket. This sort of thing 
has got to stop: heaven knows 
what sort of state the country 
will get into if everyone starts 
being nice. ■ 

On the balcony, people 
leaned elbows on the tables 
and broke bread together. This 
just ain't London. A plate of 
chips prefabricated in a factory 
and poured from freezer to 
frier, maybe, or a saucer con- 
taining 12 marinated olives 
with a few bits of garlic that 
costs £3.50. but the darter of 
knives and forks and the. 
murmur of voices? No. 1 was 
so disconcerted I found myself 
tempted to try a smile on the 
woman next to me. T did. She 
smiled back. Truly bizarre. 

The band made their way 
out of the dressing rooms, 
down the stairs and onto the 
cramped stage. People 
whooped a bit and shouted 
things like “Hello, Judie!" 
Judie, long, white-blonde hair 
and black Ghost coat, grinned 
shyly. Genuine shyness: nearly 



20 years since Elton John 
discovered her, she still has to 
be hypnotised to get out there. 

we have had a bit of a chat 
and she's completely sweet no 
side to her at all, no evident 
arrogance, though God knows 
you'd have thought you’d need 
some arrogance to get through 
a career spanning seven record 
labels and setting up one of . 
your_own., % don’t .just feel. . 
nervous at the beginnmg.1 feel 
nervous all - the way through'. 
And the next day I just feel 
completely drained. Fm not 
good at judging how it's going, 
to be honest. I was watching 
this video of myself the other 
day and Fm furious at the 
audience in it, because I think 
they're not standing up enough. 


But they were a fantastic 
audience. It's just my music 
is not exactly leaping up-and- 
down stuff.” 

She's right. They don't leap 
up and down. What they do is 
sway. Looking down on the 
crowd from above is like 
watching a wave machine. It 
starts with the people at the 
front, but the people at the front 
of any gig are the most willing 
to go into trance. Halfway 
through the first song, the front 
row is well-settled into the 
hardened fan's head-bob. It 
must be very disconcerting to 
look down from a stage and see 
lines and lines of people look- 
ing like they’re sitting on the 
back shelf of a car along with 
the Kleenex box. Halfway 
through the set, they’re ail at it. 

What is also evident is that 
everybody knows all the lyrics. 
Fiftysoraethings and late 
teenagers stand side by side, 
mouthing, closing their eyes or 
fixing them on Judie’s face, and 
they’re all word-perfect. As 
someone who has been known 
to do the same to 
everything Van Mor- 
rison ever wrote, 
down to the “ma- 
ma-ma"s, I can re- 
spect this. “I think," 
says the friend who's 
with me into my ear, 
“that quite a lot of 
these people have 
bars in their living 
rooms." I think 
that's a bit unfair. 

They're more Indian 
print sofa-throw than bar stooL 

Later, after a couple of 
encores and a load of cuddling, 
Judie sits, still shaking, in the 
dressing room. The fans are 
trailing out happy into the 
Camden night to go home and 
mouth the lyrics along with the 
record-player. I ask what it's 
like to have everyone join in 
like that. “Ooh," she says, “it's 
greaL Some of them know my . 
stuff better than I do. Some- 
times I can’t remember the 
words, but they’ll fill them in 
for me. There's a lady who 
comes to all my gigs and stands 
at the front; I can always look 
at her if I get stuck." 

Tour continues to 11 Feb; call 
01932 859472 for details 
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Fishing for a Chris for breakfast 


Y eats saw it all: “Things 
fall apart; the centre can- 
not hold; Mere anarchy 
is loosed upon the world.” 
There can't have been many 
people who didn't find them- 
selves thinking of those words 
when they heard the news that 
Chris Evans was to leave 
Radio 1. Nor that the 
announcement came as much 
of a shock: in recent months, 
Chris has been turning and 
turning in what I can only call 
a widening gyre - a falcon, so 
to speak, which cannot hear 
the falconer (ie, Matthew Ban- 
nister). A genius, of course, 
but there's do denying that the 
Breakfast Show has become 
increasingly self-indulgent and 
ill-prepared: the vein of perky 
inventiveness he showed when 
he started two years ago seems 
to have petered out; instead 
we get Chrissie saying “Hi 
buddy, how ya doing buddy?" 

And while listening to Fri- 
day morning’s show, I would- 
n't necessarily say that the 
blood-dimmed tide was 
loosed, the ceremony of inno- 
cence was certainly drowned, 
what with discussions of 
drooping breasts and his side- 
kicks' contraceptive habits. 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


The most dispiriting part was 
a whinge about how shabbily 
he was being treated by the 
BBC - the self-mockery that 
used to characterise Evans at 
his best finally giving way to 
undignified and mildly repul- 
sive self-pity. The most dis- 
turbing part was his assertion 
that it’s the BBC’s job to “give 
the public what they want". If 
he really does think that’s the 
point of public service broad- 
casting, maybe he shouldn’t be 
at the BBC. 

The big question now is, 
precisely wbat rough beast is 
slouching towards Bethlehem 


to be bom - or, to put it 
another way, who is going to 
replace Evans in the Radio 1 
breakfast slot? Mark Rad- 
cliffe’s anointment has already 
been confidently announced in 
at least one newspaper, though 
Radio 1 denies that any deci- 
sion has yet been made, and 
being Evans's regular stand-in 
must give him a head start. 

Talking of rough beasts, 
though, puts me in mind that 
another well- qualified con- 
tender has lately become avail- 
able: the brouhaha over Evans 
seems to have obscured the fact 
that Derek Jameson, together 
with his lovely wife, Ellen, last 
week announced his departure 
from Radio 2. My feeling is that 
a deal has already been struck. 
The official story is that Derek 
plans to see the world and 
write a novel, but it seems too 
much of a coincidence that the 
Jamesons' stint will be finishing 
at the end of March, at exactly 
the same time Evans finishes 
working out his notice. Their 
happy conjugal banter, merci- 
fully free of sexual innuendo, 
may be exactly the thing 
Matthew Bannister is looking 
for to raise Radio l's moral 
tone, though Derek's boister- 


ous sense of fun can sometimes 
lead him to gp a bit too for. One 
of the most painful things I've 
heard for some time was his 
grilling of lan Lavender (Pike 
in Dad's .4rmy) on Monday's 
edition of The Jamesons; had 
being so closely associated with 
one part held his career back. 
Derek wanted to know: 
"You've not done much since 
then, have you?” he bellowed. 
“You’re still just carrying 
spears, aren't you?" - rounding 
off with an amusing cry of 
“Stupid boy". At this point, 
your reporter made his excuses 
and tuned to Radio 3. 

If, on the other hand. Evans's 
replacement has to be a safe 
pair of hands, a man with a 
proven track record in national 
breakfast-time radio, then the 
obvious candidate must be Peter 
Hobday, formerly of Today and 
now celebrated as presenter of 
the panel-game Wbrdfy Wise. I 
can bear him already, asking 
newsreaders to fox him amusing 
definitions of long words, getting 
listeners to lick their husband’s 
lollipops while suggesting a 
derivation for "vindaloo". At 
any rate, nobody could then 
accuse the BBC of simply giving 
the public what they want. 


When the jokes die, let farts fly 


W ith only minim al use 
of a VCR, you could 
watch three hours of 
sitcom last night and then 
round it off with an edition of 
Dani Dares (C4, Fri), in which 
the eponymous braveheart 
attempted to become a stand- 
_up. comic, in a .week. A? she 
prepared to play the Comedy 
Store armed with only a cou- 
ple of gags about the men- 
strual cycle, Dani Behr insisted 
with characteristic humility 
that she was “rubbish at telling 
jokes". Which puts her in the 
same boat as the entire crew of 
pirates in Captain Butler (C4. 
Fri). This is another miserable 
product from a perilously 
inconsistent comedy depart- 
ment now reeling from the 
announcement that Father 
Ted's writers want to move 
on. Channel 4 has a brief to 
cater for minorities, but which 
one did they have in mind this 
time? The Jolly Roger Society, 
which annually re-enacts noto- 
rious piratical raids? One of 
the things Behr learnt in her 
researches is that comedy is a 
“good laxative". In this all too 
common case, it looks like the 
result of a laxative. 

Now halfway through its 
voyage towards what will surely 
be a merciful scuppering, Cap- 
tain Butler is only worth men- 
tioning because its lead is Craig 
Charles, who also returned in 
Red Dwarf (BBC2, Fri). Each 
sitcom is set in distant centuries 
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The British Isie 


General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

A complex area of low pressure just to the west of 
the British Isles will drift southeast over the next 
couple of days. 

Today, the whole of Scotland and the islands will 
get some sunshine, but with showers. Also, rain will 
spread from the southwest with a freshening south- 
east wind Northern Ireland will get some rain after 
a bright start, and there is a gusty southeast wind to 
come. Wales and western parts erf England will get 
some r ain and a brisk southeast wind. Central and 
eastern England will be mostly dry and bright after 
early fog patches, but rain is expected later. 

Sunday is going to provide showers or spells of 
r ain for most places, and some snow can be 
expected over northern hills. 

England and Whies will see further rain at times 
on Monday. However, any wet weather over Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland will give way to some 
sunshine from the north. Then, during Tuesday, the 
unsettled weather will spread north again with rain 
for most places. Some sunshine is expected in mid- 
week, but with showers and a colder northwest wind. 


Europe and The World 


Jasper Rees 

the week on television 


on board ships manned (liter- 
ally: no girl gagsters allowed up 
either gangway) by 
com icstereo types. In both, 
Charles plays the sceptic with 
the 20th-century take on 
things. Inevitably, the show 
taking off for its seventh series 
gives him better material than 
the one about to sink after its 
first. Red Dwarf, in a weird 
echo of Dark Sides (C4, Mon), 
ran a witty plotline about the 
assassination of JFK. His only 
funny line as a pirate came 
when asked whether he'd say 
a few words at the funeral of a 
shipmate. “No," he said, sur- 
prised at bis own scorn for pro- 
cedure, “I can’t be bothered." 
If only the scriptwriters had 
been as indolent. 

Dressing For Breakfast (C4, 
Fri) confirms that there’s noth- 
ing like a sitting room and a 


AA Roadwatch 


collection of modem anxieties 
for shortening the comic odds. 
Like Dani Behris routine, it's 
a sitcom that equips itself with 
a contemporary set of gags 
about the condition of girl- 
dora: chocaholism, aversion 
to exercise, the endless folly of 
boys - this Is the fertile furrow 
' whith Scriptwriter Stephanie 
• Catalan ^ ploughs. Some of the 1 
material is deplorably weak: 
“You can't play squash," Holly 
Aird’s wonderfully dassy Carla 
tells her boyfriend, who wants 
to get her in shape for a char- 
ity disco, “it’s a drink." The 
feeble joke may conceivably be 
in character, but Caiman 
might have worked harder to 
distance herself from it. At 
least it belongs to an overall 
game pi an, though. Unlike 
Captain Butler, with its stale 
assumptions about male 
humour, Dressing for Breakfast 
is a sitcom that aspires to be 
about something. 

There was another joke 
about charily in Roseanne (C4, 
Fri). Our heroine has won the 
state lotteiy and the family was 
plagued with appeals to their 
well-known philanthropist 
instincts. “We’ve already com- 
mitted to a charity," Darlene 
told one mendicant. “We’ve 
just bought 500 jars of Paul 
Newman salad dressing." In its 
199th epifode, the show ought 
to he in the advanced stages of 
rigor mortis, but it’s still capa- 
ble of the odd spiy move. Hav- 


ing spent its entire life doing 
punchlines about being poor, 
it’s plainly planning to go out 
on a bunch of jokes about 
being filthy rich. To remind 
themselves where they come 
from, though, Dan reassured 
Roseanne that they’ll always be 
able to joke about . farts. 
(CTearly altaple inthe'lmgua 
franca of humour, because 
Jenny Edair advised Dani Behr 
to open her set with a fort joke.) 

With Roseanne lumbering 
into its dotage, the snappy 
new US import is Spin City 
(C4, Fri). Overlook, if you 
can, the almost heroic implau- 
sibility of a scenario in which 
Michael J Fox plays Michael T 
Flaherty, the deputy mayor of 
New York whose journalist 
girlfriend is assigned to report 
on ,the misdeeds perpetrated 
by his administration. 

Underneath, there's a 
snappy comedy about office 
politics and the tug of war 
between bed and desk, one 
that’s sassily alive to popular 
culture. This week, Mike had 
been dubbed New York’s sexi- 
est man by Manhattan maga- 
zine, and couldn't erase a pic- 
ture of the whole dty standing 
bedside as he performed. His 
girlfriend encouraged him to 
narrow the imaginary audience 
down to Chinatown, then 
Little Italy. Eventually they 
tried Houston, but to no avail. 
“Houston," said Mike, “we 
have a problem.” 
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WORLO WEATHER YESTERDAY. MIDDAY (GMT?: cloudy; f.fair; l&fog; hz^iazy 
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Ml South Yorkshire. Between J34 (souxh- 
bound) Meafemhal] (A6109) and J3S 
Rotherham (A629 C h apdtnwn), car- 
riageway reduced to two lanes both ways 
for loadwoks. 5Qaqih speed fimiL 
M5 Somerset Between SI devedon 
(B3133)andJI9GonfaDo5enioes(A3^}, 
tax dosed northbound forrepaiix. 

M32 Gtou e es tcrain re. Between J1 Ham- 
brook(4174B»stol Ring Road) and J2Sto- 
pfetoo (B4469 Easvflfc), bag-asm road- 
woeks with a wmitiKnunrl cnntraftjw at 
peak tones. 

M8 Cay of Edtobugh. J2 Newbridge Spar 
(M9), major roadworks down to erolanes 
cm roundabout Delays Body on all 
approaches. 

M8 Ory of Gbsgow. Between J15Tbwn- 
bead (AS03) and J17 Si Georges Crass 
(A&2) ckxcd caabound. On md offramps 
also dosed. Diveracps in oyr.ratfc in. 

MS City erf Gtasgpw. Baween J1S Char- 
mgQoss and J16 Qmcaddess (AS1 ) Dob- 
bies Loan Interchange, dosed. 

Greater Manchester A6I44. Carrington 
Lane, Camngjco roadworks with laqx> 
my Betas. Es p rrt lo n g (M a ps. 


Out and about with AA Roadwatch 
calC336 401fbrihBiasaiocBlandna- 
nonal traffic ms. Source: The Automobile 
Association. Calk charged at 45p per min 
(cheap rate) 50p p» mn tall other tones) 
me VAT. 


Sun and Moon 


C 


Sun rises 
Sunsets 


747am 

4e26pm 


Moon rises 1242pm 
Moon sets 3:09am 

FUI moore January 23 


The sky at night for 18th January 



Looking southeast at about 9pfn 
this week. The moon lies between 
the twins and Procyon on the 22nd 


W inter lull moon occur 
this week during the 
afternoon of Thuisday 
23. The previous evening, tbc 
moon lies squarely between the 
Heavenly^ wins. Castor and 
FtoDux and Procyon, beacon of 
Cams Minor, the Lesser Dog. 

The full moon brightens the sky 
so much all but the most 
brilliant of stars are impossible 
to discern. You should be able 
to pick out Orion on the right of 
the Moon and Sirius, the 
brightest in the sky, between and 
below Orion and Procyon. 

You will need darker skies to 


make out the stars in the dim 
constellation of Monoceros, the 
Unicom, between Procyon and 
Sirius, or even Cancer to the left 
of Procyon. 

By a curious coincidence, both 
Sirius and Procyon have turned 
out to be double stars whose 
companions are while dwarfs, ten 
thousand times dimmer than 
themselves. 

These oddities are dying stars 
which have collapsed so that a 
teaspoon of one of them would 
weigh tonnes. 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 


The Place of the Dead Sat 9pm ITV 
Texas Justice Sat 9.i5pm BBC1 
Arena Sat 10.20pm BBC2 
The Great Sell Off Sun 7.30pm BBC2 
People's Century Sun 10.30pm BBC1 


The big picture 

L’Awentura 
Sat 11.50pm BBC2 

The 1959 film which marks the 
beginning of the high period of 
Michelangelo Antonioni (above), 
also saw the start of the Italian 
director's muse-like relationship 
with actress Monica Vitti. It is also 
where the landscape first begins to 
dominate his characters, as a group 
of friends, yachting off the coast of 
Sicily, lose one of their number. 
Subtle, visually stunning and 
something totally new - it was 
neatly described by one critic as 
“upper-class neo-realism'’. Just so. 


T o judge from the portentous opening music, you’d 
think that The Place of the Dead (Sat ITV) 
was about something of great public import, 
instead of a British Army “adventure training” 
expedition to the jungles of Borneo that nearly went 
pear-shaped. You might remember this news story from 
1994 - how half an expedition to a remote valley in 
Borneo nearly perished after getting left behind with 
insufficient rations. 

Written by Jeff Pope, LWTs Head of Factual 
Drama, The Place of the Dead is part of a growing 
British fascination with a genre which the Americans 
have been mining for decades - the behind-the-head- 
lines drama (capsized yachtsman Tbny Buliimore is 
alleged to be fielding offers from Hollywood as I write). 
The story is framed around an army enquiry into the 
incident, which allows Timothy West, as the officer in 
charge of said enquiiy, to butt into the action from timp 
to time with remarks like “It seems to me that this 
conversation between Mayfield and Neill was cniriaT. 
Pay attention at the back, in other words. This is just 
as well, since otherwise the viewer might drift off into 


a comfortable torpor, enjoying the Malaysian scenery 
but largely disinterested in the human drama unfold- 
ing within it. As with LWTs film about the SAS mis- 
sion inside Gulf War Iraq, The One That Got Away, 
events are based on one team member s accounts — 
and the air is thick with the smell of threatened legal 
action from colleagues less sympathetically portrayed. 

Also based on a real stoiy, albeit from the 1970s, 
Texas Justice (Sat BBC1) is more involving in a glitzy, 
often laughable, post-Dallas sort of way. However, it 
started last nigh t so I won’t waste too much space on 
it, suffice to say that fans of NYPD Blue's Dennis Franz 
can catch their hero playing a shyster lawyer. 

lb tie in with his first film in nearly 15 years. Arena 
(Sat BBC2) has a portrait of Michelangelo Antonioni, 
subtitled “Dear Antonioni” after an open letter to the 
Italian director (who, after a stroke, can no longer 
speak) from Roland Barthes. Taking up the tone of 
Barthes’s letter, Gianni Massironi’s film errs on the 
side of the hagiographic, ignoring the fact that 
one or two major film critics are utterly turned off 
by Antonioni's work. Still, it's a useful overview of his 


oeum, from his early neo-realist-tinged Italian features 
to his current release, via Blow Up , Zabriskk Point and 
that explodinghouse. Which tale of youthful alienation 
brings us handily to People’s Century (Sun BBC1), 
which, this week, deals with the mass juvenile revolt 
that culminated in die events of 1968 - a time when, 
according to one of our reminiscents, “the best way 
to seduce a girl is to talk about Trotsky or revolution”. 
New Lads in 1968 dressed like Che Guevara. 

Meanwhile, the latest entry in BBC2’s recent fine 
tradition of instant history lessons, The Great Sell Off 
(Sun BBC2), charts the story of privatisation under the 
current Conservative regime. Except that “privatisa- 
tion” existed neither in word nor manifesto intent 
at either the 1979 or 1983 general elections, and was. 
as in so much of politics, the result of a make-do policy 
- that of off-loading government shares to raise cash. 
Even Old Labour sold BP shares in the 1970s. It was 
the Falklands factor which changed all that - and a 
wild-eyed Moggie who, having launched the fleet, 
decided that she could launch the biggest, single share 
flotation ever - British Telecom. Rejoice. 


BBC1 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC 2 


7.05 The Pink Panther Show (R) (7391499). 

725 News and Weather (3778505). 

7.30 Children's BBC: Iznogoud. 7.40 Speed Racer. 

8.05 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 8.30 
The New Adventures of Superman 

9.15 Live and Kicking. Blue Peter 1 s Tim Vincent, Cliff 
Richard, Cyndi Lauper and the Backstreet Boys are 
the guests (S) (20784321). 

12.12 Weather ( 781 6654). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1.05 Racing From Haydock: the 1.15 race. 1.25 
Tennis: Australian Open. 1.40 Racing: the 1.45 
Peter Marsh Steeplechase. 1.55 Rugby Union: 
preview of today's Five Nations matches. 2.10 
Racing: the 2.15 Tote Premier Long Distance 
Hurdle. 2.25 Rugby Union: Live coverage of 
Scotland v Wales from MurrayfiekJ in the Five 
Nations championship. The kick-off is at 3pm. See 
The big match, above. 4.40 Final Score. 5.00 
Rugby Union: highlights of Ireland v France from 
Dublin ftj (21940418). 

530 News and Weather (352296). * 

5.40 Regional News and Weather (590895). 

5.45 The Simpsons. This episode takes its cue from that 
long- running American news story of a few years 
back when a boy got stuck down a well, as Bart 
makes a bogus radio announcement that a little 
boy called Timmy is stuck down a well In 
Springfield (5J (830499). * 

6.10 Due South. Fraser is held hostage on a runaway 
train by a gang of homicidal terrorists in the 
Canadian Mountie-in-Chicago saga that hasn't 
really captured the public's imagination (857963). 

6.55 NoeTs House Party. One-woman fitness industry 
Rosemary Conley receives a Gotcha ft) (632741 j. 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Last week’s show 
was a bit flat Can cuddly, camp draw-meister 
Dale Winton whoop 'em up like Uncle Bob? 

(S) [385505). * 

8.05 Casualty. Following on from last week's storyline - 
tiie staff are interrogated when Charlie is accused 
of sexual harassment Meanwhile, an escaped 
prisoner causes chaos on the ward (S) (775876). 

8.55 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (234692). 

9.14 National Lottery Update (776789). 

9.15 Texas Justice. 2/2. Concluding the mini-series 
starring Peter Strauss, Heather Locklear and 
Dennis Franz. See Preview, above (419944). * 

10.45 Match of the Day. Liverpool v Aston Villa at AnfteJd 
is the main event ftj (850 J 7601 * 

1 1.50 The Frank Skinner Show (R) (S) (985383 ). * 

1230 Tbp of the Pops (R) (S) (9228258 ). * 

12.50 BBS Border Shootout (Chris McIntyre 1990 US). 
That rare thing (thank heavens, you say) - the 
modem western. This one, intriguingty, is written 
by Elmore Leonard, a writer better known for 
laconic, streetwise thrillers like Get Shorty. It stars 
Cody Glenn as a young deputy sheriff struggling to 
keep control in his boss's absence (9870600). 

220 Weather (1 666426). To 2.25am. 


I TV/London 


Channel 4 


7.05 BBSS The Locke* (John Brahm 1946 US). The first 
film In a Robert Mitehum double-bill finds Bob 
bewitched by unlikely temptress Laraine Day in a 
psycho-drama containing more flashbacks than a 
Vietna m veteran on LSD (1 74503 J). 

830 BCD Baratido (Richard Fleischer 1956 US). 
Robert Mitehum again -this time as a gun-runner 
caught up in the Mexican Revolution (41 673). 

1 0.00 Chanakya (S) (331 1 609). 

1035 Network East ftj (6371586). 

1130 Q Asia (SJ (9147429). 

11.50 Film 97 wHh Barry Norman (5858012). 

1220 BBS Escape to Burma (Allan Dwan 1955 US). 
Torrid stuff as falsely accused Innocerrt-on-the-run 
Robert Ryan ends up hiding out on spirited Barbara 
Stanwyck’s Burmese tea plantation. They fight, 
they kiss (1680944). 

1.45 BIB1 House of Bamboo (Samuel Fuller 1955 US). 
Robert Ryan again, this time as an undercover 
American agent who is sent to infiltrate a crime 
gang operating in occupied Japan and believed to 
be led by errant Gls. Typically irv-yer-face direction 
from Fuller, who revels in the seedy, frontline 
setting, and Ryan is well cast in the morally 
ambiguous lead role (90839234J. * 

335 BBS The Proud Ones (Robert DWbbb 1956 US). 
The Robert Ryan triple-bill concludes with a so-so 
western enlivened by the presence of Walter 
Brennan and Virginia Mayo (6891050). 

4.55 TOTP 2 (S) (6380050). 

5.40 The Adventures of Rabin Hood (Michael 
Curtiz, William Keighley 1938 US). Enrol Flynn at 
his swashbuckling best in this happy, Technicolor 
romp around Hollywood's Sherwood Forest 
Cheerful, seif-mocking and beautifully cast, with 
Olivia De Havilland as Maid Marian, Claude Rains 
as Prince John, Alan Hale as Little John and Basil 
Rath bore as Guy of G is bourne (1 7259708). 

720 What the Papers Say. With Jonathan Cooper of of 
the Da/fy Mirror (Then Weather) (S) (314857). * 

730 News and Sport, Weather (1 09012). 

7A5 Big Time. Scrutiny reporter Dinah Lammiman 
follows the Government's Home Affairs Select 
Committee as it visits prisons in this country and 
America, and ponders the future of the British 
prison service (180465). 

835 Tennis. Sue Barker introduces highli^Tts from the 
Australian Open in Melbourne (128944). 

9.00 TUI Death Us Do Part The Garnetts on holiday in 
an episode from 1972, co-starring Spike Milligan 
as "man on train" (R) (2321). 

930 Secrets of Lost Empires. Structural engineer Mark 
Whitby’s attempt to discover how Stonehenge was 
erected (R) (S) (729079). * 

10.20 Arena Dear Antonioni. See ftewew, above (6125811). 

11.50 HUB L'Awentura (Michelangelo Antonioni 1959 
It/Fr). See The big picture, above (Followed By 
Weathenriew) (9 1705692). To 2.15am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 4.55pm Dad's Army. 530 Wales on 
Saturday. 5.50 Film: The Adventures of Robin Hood. 


6.00 GMTV: 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 6.30 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.10 Disney's 
Wake Up in the Wild Room. 8.20 Gargoyles. 8.55 
Masked Rider (1 69 7505). 

935 Scratchy and Co. Dean Gaffney, aka Robbie from 
EastEnders, drops by fbr.a chat and there's music 
from Suede and fictional boy band, The One ftj 
(68727673). 

1130 The Chart Show ft) (91499). 

1230 The Making of Star Trek: Fust Contact. Extensive 
movie plug (R) (82673). 

1.00 News, Wteather (96200321). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (96209692). * 

1.10 BBS Triumph Over Disaster: Hie Hurricane 

Andrew Stoiy (Marvin J Chomsky 1993 US). Let's 
put it this way -this slavish, chase-th e-headlines 
TV movie ain't Twister. Hurricane Andrew visited 
coastal Florida in 1992, by the way (40202857). 

2.50 SeaQuest DSV. They alt live in a futuristic 
submarine (S) (19683857). * 

4.45 News and Results (Followed by Weather) 
(1455789). * 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (1343321). * 

530 Clueless. Pretty crummy spin-off from Amy 

Heckerting's gorgeous comedy about style- 
obsessed Beverly Hills teenagers (1 703586). * 

530 Sabrina the Teenage Witch. Similar in tone to the 
above. Sabrina is furious at being labelled a geek 
(S; (855708). * 

6.15 Gladators: The Ashes. New series. Great Britain 
face off against Australia in thisthree-part 
tournament (S) (644383). * 

7.15 Blind Date (Fbllowed by National Lottery Result) 
(S) (673895). * 

8.15 Family fortunes (S) (503302). * 

8.45 News arid National Lottery Update (Followed by 
Whether) (216296). * 

8.59 Local Weather (797012). 

9.00 Place of the Dead. See Preview, above ftj (601 2). * 
11.00 BIBi The Good Policeman (Peter Werner 1 994 

US). Ron Silver plays that clicti6d creature, the 
unorthodox but determined New York police 
commissioner, determined to fight crime whatever 
tiie price. Tony Lo Bianco and LA Law star Blair 
Brown helpout (910470). * 

1235 In Bed with MetSnner. Bob Mills trawls his way 
throug h tiie TV out-takes ( 774761 6). 

1.05 HNS Brotherhood of the Gun (Vem Gillum 1991 
US). Western starring Brian Bloom as a Civil Wlar 
hero who abandons a life of crime after a bungled 
train heist and opts to sample life on the other side 
of the law. Jamie Rose and David Carradine star 
(Followed by News Headlines) ( S J (338906). 

2.45 American Gladiators fS) (4096722). 

335 Club Nation. Recent events in the club and dance- 
music scene (R) (3726987). 

435 ITV Sport Classics (R) (1 7794277). 

435 Cool Vibes (R) (35669345J. 

5.05 Coach ftj (43 12906). 

530 News (63074). To 6.00am. 


6.00 Sesame Street (R) (22963). 

7.00 Dumb and Dumber (38437). 

730 Dennis (R) (7593470). 

7.45 Fust Edition (7598925). 

8.00 Trans World Sport ft) (879631 

9.00 The Morning Line ft) (54050). 

10.00 Gazzetta Football Italia (13128). 

11.00 BMzi Superbowf preview ft) (26692). 

12.00 HIM Land of the Pharaohs (Howard Hawks 1955 
US). William Faulkner, of all people, presided 

the dialogue for this plodding historical epic that 
has pharaoh Jack Hawkins planning to build a 
giant pyramid, but reckoning without his . 
scheming wife, Joan Collins. James Robertson 
Justice is in there somewhere, trying to look 
Egyptian ft) (328147). * 

135 Racing from Kempton Park. Brough Scott 

introduces the 2.10 Shepperton Handicap Hurdle, 
2.40 Lanzarete Handicap Hurdle, 3.10 Ftilwell 
Handicap Chase and the 3.40 Twickenham 
Novices Chase ftj (61077147). 

4.05 The Morehouse Men. Repeat Witness Aim about 
tiie exclusively black Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
Georgia, whose former pupils include Martin 
Luther King and Spike Lee (R) (551 3012). * 

5.05 Braokskle Omnibus ft) (4699760). * 

630 Rightto Reply ftj (321). * 

7.00 A Week m Politics ftj (5J47). 

8.00 Fragile Kingdoms. Those over-exposed felines, the 
"killer cats" - cheetahs, jaguars, lions, tigers - open 
this new series of wildlife films (4895). 

9.00 The Fragile Heart 3/3. Maybe Channel 4 thought 
we didn’t get the message of Paula Milne's heart- 
surgeon drama first time round - which is unlikely 
since it wore it on its sleeve. Perhaps they're just 
keeping it fresh in people's memories for Bafta 
time. An unusually swift repeat, in any case. Nigel 
Hawt horne stars (R) IS) (4833789). * 

1030 B1BI Jacknife (David Jones 1988 US). Simple and 
effective three-hander doesn't quite leave its stage 
origins behind, but Robert De Niro's terrific 
performance makes up for that He plays a 
Vietnam veteran who looks up his semi-alcoholic 
former wartime buddie (Ed Harris) and his quiet 
schoolteacher sister, Kathy Baker. Romance and 
therapy ensue (SJ (248505). * 

12.15 TV Pizza. What surely has to be one of the easier 
gigs - trawling through American TV for the wacky 
and downrigrt mad. This week, Laura Kightlinger 
meets Barbara Eden of / Dream of Jeannie 
immortality (S) (6953180). * 

1.00 The Girlie Show f R) ftj (2322971). 

1.35 Ridd Lake. People who are in on-off relationships 
(R) (S) (7698744). * 

2.15 Beavis and Butt-Head (R) (81068). 

2.45 Bless This Howe (R) ( S ) (4543180). 

3.10 Him Night (R) ftj (32688277). 

3.40 The White Room. With Oasis, rap duo Definition of 
Sound and Joan Osborne (R) (S) (1321971). 

4.40 The Beat Specials ftj (2484971). To 5.50am. 



The big match 

Five Nations Championship 
Scotland v Wales 

Sat 2.25pm BBOi 

g?S* 

league returnees Quinnell , Gibis, 

Bateman, Young add Davies, are the 
competition's dark horses. 


[TV/Regions 

ANGLIA 

350 Baywatch (70-16876). 5.05 A^la Newsand 
Sport (1343321). 1235am f*"'ThBGwi forHra 
(9954616). 2.05am Carnal Knw^g916242) { 
3.05am Film: The Man in the Road (7932971). 
430-530am Funky Bunker (3354B). 

CHAKKfl. 3 XOftTH EAST/TtWXSfflfiE 
As London except 1230pm Mowes, Games and. 
Videos (82673). 1.10 Cartoon Time fS 0191321). 
130 Film: Earth Star Voyager (37243418). 3.50 
Baywatch (7046876). 5.10 Channel 3 North East 
Full Time (748401 9). forts.- Scoreline (748402 9j. 

I. 05am F3m: Black Sunday (28623548). 3.40am 
Funny Business (83324258). 4.10am Collins and 
Macon re's Movie Club (6 4737884). 435-530am 
Murder, She Wrote (68615481 

As London atref** 1230pm Ronfere (82673). 1.10 
Champions of the Future (71171504). 1.40 Movies, 
Games (74701418 ). 2.10 Film: Charley and the 
Angel (5443831. 3.50 seaQuest DSV (7046876). 
5.10 Goals Extra (7484019). 435am Jobfinder 
(3511345). 530-530am Asian Eye (5233884). 

HIV 

As London except 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (82673). 1.10 West- Sportsweek 
(4950499). Wales : FHm: The Bionic Showdown 
(40202857). 1.45 West Film: The Bionic Show- 
down (90826760). 230 Wales: Cartoon Time 
(2 249741). 2.55 Wales.- Airwolf (5150383). 335 
West Robocop (3139383). 3.55 Wales: Robo- 
cop (6707272). 4.15 West- The List (239215). 
1235am Film: This Gun for Hire (9954626). 
2.05am Carnal Knowledge (5 916242). 3.05am 
FBm: The Man in the Road (7932971 ). 430- 
530am Funky Bunker (33548). 

MERIDIAN 

As London except 1230pm Movies. Games and 
Videos (82673): 1.10 Shrtmastas (6443031). L55 
Airwolf (8145944). 235 seaQuest DSV (2247470). 
3.50 Baywatch (7046876 )■ 1235am FHm: This 
Gun for Hire (9954616). 235am Carnal Knowledge 
(5916242). 335am FHm: The Man in the Road 
(7932971). 430530am Funky Bunker (335481 
WESTCOUNTHY 

As London except 1230pm Movies. Games and 
Videos (826731 UO Fftrt Blood River ©7556383). 
235 Airwolf (2247470). 3.50 seaQuest DSV 
(7046876). 12 35a m Film: TWs Gun for Hire 
(9954616). 235am Carnal KnowtedB? ( 591 6242 J. 
3.05am Ffrit The Man in the Road (7932971). 
430-530am Funky Bunker (33548). 

S4C 

As C4«xpt 630am Sesame Street (22963). 10.00 
Board Stupid (8 1031). 1030 New Gamesmaster 
(62322). 12-00 Moviewatch (53673). 1230pm 
Blacksmith (4722079 ). 1235 Six Steps to Heav- 
en (B345692). 135 Ry$L- Rencampwnaeth y Pum 
Gwlad (542327m 630 Trawlqg(32DL 730 News 
(2310501 7.15 COST To (2743050) 830 Tro Brech 
Lyn Ebenezer (8066731 8.50 Licyrts Ofeorts 
(1 76741). 930 Film: Strange Invadere (707673). 

II. 10 The Mary MiHington Story (813147). 135- 
230am Rkki Lake Show (76 98744). 


* 


*7, 



Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

©7.6-99 8MHz FM) 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1.00 Jo Whiley 4.00 
John Peel 7.00 Danny Rampling 

9.00 Rap Show 12.00 Reggae 
Dancehall Nite 2.00 Essential 
Mix 4.00-7.00am Charlie Jordan 

Radio 2 

(88-90.2MH? FAD 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright 1.00 
Jeremy Clarkson's Laughing Geat 
See Choice, above. 130 Smith 
anp Jones Sound Off 2.00 Judi 
Spiers 4.00 Nick Barraciough 5.00 
Reading Music 6.00 The Beautiful 
South in Concert 7.00 The Ella 
Fitzgerald Songbooks 730 Messrs 
Gilbert, Sullivan and Bruce! 930 
David Jacobs 10.00 The Arts Pro- 
gramme 12.05 Charles Nove 4.00- 
7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

(9W-92.UlHrFU) 

635am Weather: News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. Michael 
Oliver compares available 
recording of Shostakovich's 
Symphony No 5. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley talks to the celebrated 
conductor Sir Colin Davis 
about hts favourite musical 
moments. 

1.00 News; Threads. (3/6). 

1.20 Vintage Years: The Philhar- 

monla. Humphrey Burton 
traces the history of the Phil- 
harmonia Orchestra. 

330 The Finishing Touch. Andrew 
Watklnson, leader of the Endel- 
lion Quartet offers advice to the 
Mho Quartet from the Royal 
Academy ot Music on how to 
perform Beethoven's String Quar- 
tet in A. Op 18 No 5. (4'6). 

4.00 Lutoslawski: Music for 
Strings (Breaking Chains). Live 
from St Giles. Cripplegate. 
Guildhall Siting Ensemble. 
Bnndsr Quartet. Lutoslawsku 
Overture for Strings; rive Folk 
Melodies: Stnng Quartet; Pre- 
ludes and Fugue. 

5.30 Jazz Record Requests. 

6.15 Music Matters. 

7.00 Cherobin. Massenet's three- 
act comic opera, in a perfor- 
mance giver at the Royal 
Opera House. Covent Garden, 
introduced by James Naughtie. 
Cast includes Elizabeth Futral, 
soprano (L'Ensofeillad). Alison 
Hagley. soprano (Nina). Nicole 



Choice 


Classic car-based sketch® 
presented by the BBC's resident 
motormouth in Jeremy Clarkson's 
Laughing Gear (1pm R2, left) - the 
word you’re looking for is “aargh". 
Tonight's opera is Massenet’s Figaro 
spin-off Cherubin (7pm R3), 
conducted by John Eliot Gardiner, 
live from Covent Garden, and with 
Susan Graham in the title role. 


Tibbets. soprano (Countess). 
Susan Graham, mezzo (Chenj- 
btn), Anne Howells, mezz o 
(Baroness), Royal Opera Cho- 
rus, Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House/John Eliot Gar- 
diner. Act 1. (7.45-8.05 The 
James Naughtie Interview. 

With conductor John Eliot Gar- 
diner.) Acts 2 and 3. 

See Choice, above. 

9.35 Blue Skies. Professor Steve 
Jones explores the many di- 
mensions of worlds, both real 
and Imagined. 

10.00 Lutosiawski's Carols (Break- 
ing Chains). Live from St Giles, 
Cripplegate. Claron McFadden 
(soprano). BBC Symphony Cho- 
rus (womens' voices). BBC 
Symphony Orchestral ephen 
Jackson. Lutoslawskl: 20 Wish 
Christmas Carols. 

11.15 Impressions. Bryn Morton 
and Alyn Shipton introduce a 
specialty recorded session 
which bnngs together two free 

improvisers - British guitarist 
Derek Bailey and vocalist Keiji 
Hama 

12.30 Fust Bass. Bass player 
Ray Brown talks to Alyn Ship- 
tori. (1/6). 

1.00 Through the Night. 

1.01 Jazz from Belgium. 

2.10 Nikolai Lugansky (piano). 
Russian State Academic 
SO/'lgw Goiovshm. Rachmani- 
nov: Piano Concerto No 3 in D 
minor. Scnabin. arr Nemtin: 
Universe. Tchaikovsky, arr 
Rachmaninov: Lullaby. 

3.45 Medieval Dance Music. 

4.45 Chantai Juiitet (violin), Mon- 
treal SO/Krzysztof Penderecki. 
Mendelssohn: Overture: The 
Hebrides (Fmgal's Cave). Pen- 
derecki: Violin Concerto No 2. 
Dvorak: Symphony No 8 in G. 

6.00-7.00am Sequence. 

Radio 4 

191J-9<6WC a* IVJ) 

6.00am News. 

6.10 Farming Today. 


6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

7.00 Today. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 Loose Ends. 

11.00 The Week in Westminster. 

1130 From Our Own Corespondent 

12.00 Money Box. 

12.25 Just a Minute. 

1235 Wfeather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions’ Jonathan 
Dimbleby's guests are Finan- 
cial Secretary to the Treasury 
Michael Jack MP; Green Party 
representative Peg Alexander; 
and Bishop cf Leicester the Rt 
Rev Dr Tom Butler 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 Any Answers. 

230 Playhouse: The Silk Worm. 
40 years ago tne United Na- 
tions recognised the principle 
of an independent Cyprus, but 
it took three years for the 
British to relinquish control. 
This drama by Mam Vigar ref Is 
the story of a young Scottish 
journalist who becomes in- 
volved with the Cypnst free- 
dom fighters. With David 
Bannerman and Frank Kcvacs. 

4.00 Prefabulous. 

430 Science Now, 

5.00 Consequences. Denys 
Blakeway considers the far- 
reaching impact of the 1981 
Brixfon note- 

5.40 Footnotes. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast, 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6.25 Week Ending. Topical come- 
dy sketch show. 

630 Those Cafe Days. (4/5). 

7.20 Kaleidoscope Feature. Paul 
Allen talks to young theatre di- 
rector Katie Mitchell about her 
acclaimed productions of 
Shakespeare, Beckett, Ibsen 
and Euripides, and her latest 
venture as director of the Strat- 
ford Chamber Theatre; a pro- 
duction of the English Mystery 
Plays for the RSC. 


730 On These Days. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre; 

Wild Hops. By Sally Wbrboyes. 
With only two weeks remaining 
of the 1959 hop-picking sea- 
son. Jack and Laura decide 
they must resolve their marital 
crisis. With George tones and 
Eflie Haddington. (3/4). 

9.35 Classics with Kay. 

9.50 Ten to Ten. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 volcano. Drama by Peter 
Wolf in which a mill-owner's 
wife in Victorian England em- 
barks on a desperate mission 
to climb a volcanic mountain 
in New Zealand. With Juliet 
Stevenson. 

11.15 The Blue Room. 

11.45 Aesthete's Foot. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: The Frozen 
O'Donovans. By Michael Carson. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00- 6. 00am As World Service. 

Radio 5 

W33.H9M6M 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Weekend 
11.05 Top Gear 1135 The 
Game's Up 12.05 Baker and Kel- 
ly Upfront 1.05 Sport on Five 
6.06 Sh-O-Six 8.05 The Treat- 
ment 9.05 Dallyn UK 10.05 Bnef 

Lives 1035 Word Up! 11.00 

Night Extra 12.05 After Hours 

2.00 Up All Night 5.00-6.05am 

Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Garden^ Forum 

1.00 Alan Mann's Packed Lunch 

4.00 Jane Markham 7.00 Russian 
Revelation 8.00 Evening Concert. 
Schubert an- Lisrt: Wandererfan- 
tasie in C; Erikonig; Stabat Mater 
in F minor; Symphony No 5 in C. 

10.00 The Gasac Quiz 12.00 An- 
dre Leon 4.00 The Travel Guide 

5.00- 6, 00am Michael Fanstone 

Virgin Radio 

U2ii lUMliGMiz IS0 li)i» FKi 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 Je- 
remy Clark 2.00 Mark Forrest 6.00 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 
230-6.00am Howard Rarce 

World Service 

<13EMtiLW 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Quote.. 
Unquote 2.00 Newsday 2 JO Peo- 
ple and Ffolitics 3.00 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Musk Re- 
view 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 530-6 .00am Weekend 


SKY 1 

730am WKRP in Cincinnati (43383). 
730 George (624)8). 8.00 Young Intf- 
ana Jones Chrorvctes (16499). 9.00 
Star Trek: The Next Generation (76296). 
10.00 Quantum Leap (51302). 11.00 
Srar Trek (71166). 1ZOO WWF: Blast 
Off (2)586). 1.00 WWF: Challenge 
(30234). 2.00 King Fu: The Legend 
Continues (37234). 3.00 Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine (30760). 4.00 Star 
Trek: Voyagy (59S95L 5.00 The Hit 
Mix (B 789). 6.00 hung Flu The Legend 
Continues 1)0470). 7.00 Hercules: The 
Legendary Journeys (60499). 8.00 
Coppers (8166). 830 Cops I <76731. 
930 Cops II (55079). 930 Cop FHes 
(22215). 10.00 Law and Order 
(5 2470). 11.00 The Red Shoe Darfes 
(27296). 1130 The Move Show 
(32789). 12.00 LAPD (32631). 1230 
The Lucy Show (96884). 1 M Dream 
On f5S838J. 130 The Edgs (71277). 
Z00-7.00am Hit Mix (34722). 

SKY 2 

7.00pm Beverty Hills 902 10 
(8037895). 8.00 Melrose Place 
180)3215). 930 Pacific Drive 
(8033079). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (6637499). 1030 Tales from 
the Oypt (6646147). 11.00 Stand 
and Deliver (7680875). 1130 Stand 
and Detiver (5240031). 12.00- 
6.00am Hit Mix Long Play (9124819). 

Sff MOVIES 

6 . 00 am The Blue Bed (1976) 

(90012). 8.00 Scours Honor (1980) 

(28586). 10.00 Ice Casttes (1979) 
(46895). 12.00 Sweet Talker 11990) 
(41437). 2.00 Rudyard Kiplings the 
Jungie Book (1994) [7605QL 4.00 
Josh and SAM 11993) (6321). 6.00 
ThunderbalJ (1965) (63586). 8.00 
Rudyard Kipling's the Jungle Book 
(1994) (68031). 10.00 The Good 
Son ( 1993 ) (66)69). 1130 Secret 
Games III (1995) (510654). 1.05 
The Wrong Man (1993J (699529). 
2.55 The OJ Simpson Story 11995) 
(531Q63S). 435-5.55am Sweet 
Talker (1990) (86147364). 

MOVIE CHAME 

6.00am Robinson Crusoe (1972) 
(77437). 7.00 Up m the Air 11968) 
(31 708). 8.00 My Little ftmy: The 
Moine 11966) (36128). 10.00 The 
Errand Boy (1961) (44437). 12.00 
Mr North (1988) (49079). 2.00 My 
Summer Story (1994) (74692). 4.00 
Rrehystena! 2 (1994) (4963). 6.00 
Clifford (1994) (611 28). 8.00 Blown 
Aw3y (1994) (66673). 10.00 Kiss of 
Qwth (1995) (167166). 11.45A 
Good Man in Africa (1994) 17954)5). 
1.20 Kiss of Death (1995) <9365671. 
3.05 Adventures of a Plumper's Male 
(1978) (9193180J. 435-6,Q0am My 
Summer Siory (1994) (1 7475093). 


SKY MOTES GOLD 
4.00pm Pat and Mike (1952) 
(91118383). 5.55 Superman ffl 
(1983) (2315109/1. 8.00 The Un- 
touchables 11987) <977 4128). 10.00 
The Presdio (1988) (1520708). 
11.40 Death Wish II (1982) 
(4921437). 1.20 To Sir. with Lowe 
(1967) (4525567). 3.05 Experiment 
Penfous (1944) (3330987). 4.40- 
5.55am Abbott and Costello Meet 
Captain Kidd 0952) 1944356281. 

SKY SPORTS 1 

7.00am World Sport (98857). 7.30 
American Sports Cavalcade (40376). 
8.30 Racing News (JS)47). 9.00 
The Rugby Club (68123). 2 1.00 
Hold the Back Page (86012). 12.00 
Sports Saturday (40001654). 4.15 
Sports Saturday Results (1 76S596J. 

5 JO NHL Ice Hockey (79586). 630 
Rugby Union Update (90708). 830 
Boning - Live 1 330321). 11.00 Rug- 
by Union Update (70296). 1.00 
Spanish Football (13277). 3.00- 
5.00am Boxing (25258). 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (48371281. 

1130 NHL Ice Hockey (9890437). 

12.00 World Pro Figure Skating 
(1215895). 1.00 Olympics: Road to 
Glory (1291215). 2.00 Sports Unlim- 
ited (1587465). 3.00 NHL Ice Hock- 
ey 16695079). 4.00 Sports 0 assies 
(5674586). 5.00 World Pro Fiaire 
Skating <124903)). 6.00 Olympics: 
Road to Glory (12110731. 7.00 Span- 
ish Ftofoali - Live (3991505). 930 
Futool Mundial (1283296). 10.00 
Wbrid Pm Figure Skating (5747550). 

11.00 Cricket Hail of Fame 
16675215). 1130- 1.00am Football: 
Wbrid Cup Classics (3569586). 

UVE TV 

6.00am Agony 630 The Fashion 
Show 7.00 Revelations 730 Fate and 
Fortune 8.00 The Why Files 830 
Video Bo* 9.00 The Psychic Pet 
Show 9.30 The Fashion Sftow 10.00 
Revelations 1030 Agony 11.00 The 
Psychic Pet Show 1J.30 Fate and 
Fortune 12.00 Gail's Campus Capers 
1230 The Why Fites 1.00 Nation 
Live 1.15 Looking for Love 1.30 The 
Psychic Pet Show 2.00 The Fashion 
Show 2.30 Agony 3.00 Fate and For- 
fune 330 Pin Money 4.00 Sport 

5.00 Agpny 530 Eva's Seventies Pop 
Shaw 6.00 The Fashion Shew 630 
Sport 7.00 Pin Money 7.30 Revela- 
tions 8.00 The Psychic Pfet Snow 
8.30 Agony 9.03 The F.^hvjn Show 
930 Looking (or Love 9.45 Thp Bar- 
ium Line 10.03 Sport 10j 0 ^ and . 
Up 11.03 Fare and Fcmun* 1 1 3 q 
T he Sex Show 12.03 Revelations 
1230 Kiss TV 1 J0-6.00am Night- 
Time Programmes 
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Indian women among tens of thousands of workers who paraded through Bombay yesterday to show 
Sam ant, a trade union leader assassinated by four gunmen Photograph: Reuters 


S Korea threatens to 
expel union mission 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seoul 


An international trade union 
mission led by the former head 
of the Amalgamated Engi- 
neering Union, Bill Jordan, has 
been threatened with possible 
deportation from South Korea 
next week, raising fears of a 
diplomatic rift between Seoul 
and European governments. 

Mr Jordan will arrive in 
Seoul on Monday, accompanied 
by nine fellow delegates of the 
International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), to 
express- support for South 
Korean unionists who are strik- 
ing in protest at a recently 
passed labour law. On Thurs- 
day. a more junior four-man 
ICFTU mission left Seoul after 
being threatened with expulsion 
for speaking out in support of 
the strikers. Diplomats in Seoul 
fear that any action taken 
against Mr Jordan's delegation 



Bid Jordan: Determined to do 
his job and give advice 

could escalate to an interna- 
tional level what has so far 
been a domestic crisis. 

According to a government 
spokesman, private meetings 
with striking trade unionists - 
who are evading arrest warrants 
in the grounds of Seoul's 
Catholic cathedral - will not be 
considered illegal, but public 
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speeches, press conferences or 
“ activities disturbing public peace 
and order" will nntbe tolerated. 

“Immigration officers will ex- 
plain our laws to the new visitors 
on their arrival in view of the 
illegal activities by the [previous 
delegation ol] four foreign union 
leaders," Yu Byong Rhang, 
director-general in charge of 
immigration at the South Korean 
Justice Minis Lry. said yesterday. 
“There will first be warningsif 
they violate laws and. if they con- 
tinue not to heed them, then they 
will be deported.” 

Mem bers of lasL week's 
ICFTU delegation addressed 
huge rallies in Seoul, which has 
seen almost daily demonstrations 
since the controversial labour 
law was rammed through the 
National Assembly at a secret 
session on Boxing Day. The 
□umber of stoppages has gone 
down since Wednesday's gener- 
al strike call, but yesterday a 
worker was seriously injured af- 
ter setting himself alight, the sec- 
ond-such incident weight days. 

The new legislation abolishes 
workers' IcgaTprotcciion against 
lay offs and delays the legali- 
sation of unofficial' unions. Four 
leaders of (he illegal Korean 
Confederation of Trade Unions 


(KCTU). an ICFTU affiliate, 
have been arrested. 

Seoul argues that the new law 
will increase Korean competi- 
tiveness. But it Ls regarded in 
some Western capitate as a be- 
trayal of promises to liberalise 
union law made by Korea when 
it joined the Organisation of Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and Devel- 
opment tOECD) last December. 

“Both the content of the leg- 
islation and the way in which it 
was passed raise deep concerns 
for the democratic process and 
are a disturbing throw back to 
the era of military- rale in Korea,” 
the ICFTU said in a statement 

"I won't do anything that will 
make resolution of the situation 
more d ifficult." Mr Jordan, the 
ICFTU 's secretary general said 
last night. “But 1 have to do my 
job. Our affiliated [members] in 
Korea pay me to represent them 
at the international level and give 
advice in their country." 

Foreign embassies' in Seoul 
have expressed their concerns 
about the consequences of any 
legal action against the delegates. 
One Western diplomat said: “If 
they behave reasonably and are 
deported, it's the kind of thing 
on which foreign governments 
would have to speak out” 


Labour law 
draws roar 
of rage from 
Asian Tiger 


Richard Lloyd Parry 


In with the new, 
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As South Korea enters its 
fourth week of labour uproar, 
with self-immolations, arrests of 
unionists, and strikes and riots, 
it is worth asking a straightfor- 
ward question: given the ap- 
parent vigour of the country's 
economy and its remarkable 
growth since the Korean War. 
what is all the fuss about? 

Official predictions for 
growth next year are 6 per 
cent, almost one point lower 
than the year before, but still en- 
viable by European or Ameri- 
can standards. In the decade up 
to 1995, wages in Korea in- 
creased fivefold. Unemploy- 
ment also rose recently, but to 
a mere 2.4 per cent, a fraction 
of that of Germany. Do South 
Korea's trade unionists have a 
genuine grievance, or arc they 
simply clinging to old-fashioned 
privileges long been abandoned 
by their Western comrades? 

The law whose revision has 
raised such tumult in Seoul 
was an anachronistic institution, 
curiously out of keeping with 
South Korea's present stares as 
a global manufacturing power. 
It was originally drafted in 
1953. and, despite subsequent 
revisions, reflected the needs of 
a much poorer nation struggling 
to pull itself together in the af- 
termath of the Korean War. 

Its most startling clauses, 
from a contemporary Western 
point of view, were the limita- 
tions it placed on an employer's 
right to lay off workers. Like 
Japan, Korea has a tradition of 
lifetime employment For a 
firm to sack its employees has 
been seen as not only as an act 
of economic hardship, but as a 
betrayal of the nurturing, 
paternalistic role which the 
company is expected to play in 
the life of its workforce. ' 

Companies were not able to 
reduce workforces because of 
slack demand or financial hard- 
ship. Apart from specific cases, 
such as gross incompetence or 
criminality, it was almost im- 
possible for them to impose re- 
dundancies. 

In case of strikes, firms were 
forbidden from bringing in out- 
side labour, and there were 
limitations on the amount of 
flexibility in working hours 
which they could legally expect 
from their employees. 

In the 1950s this served to 
deflect the burden of social se- 
curity from an impoverished 
government on to industry. But 
the cosy arrangement has in- 
creasingly become a burden 
that Korean companies cannot 
afford, now that they are com- 
peting not only with Western 
competitors but with the fast- 
growing, low-wage economies of 
China and South-East Asia. 

Under the new law, the old • 
safety nets have been cut away. 
Like their Western counter- 
parts, Korean workers can now 
be made redundant on grounds 
of bad business, changes in 
company structure, technolog- 
ical innovation, and because of 
the need to increase produc- 
tivity. Non-union strike break- 


out with the old 


Comparison of old and new 
South Korean labour taws 

O: Old Law N: New Law 

Political activities 
0: Prohibited. 

N: Permitted as long as it is not 
the union's primary objective. 

Redundancy 

O: Strict limits on employer's right 
to fire workers. 

N: Employers can lay off work- 
ers in case of business down- 
turn. technological chants, and 
restructuring. 

Working hours 
O: Little flexibility. 

N: Flexible work schedules al- 
lowed. Working hours can be ex- 
tended up to 56 hours a week 
as long as average hours do not 
exceed 44. 

Third-party intervention 

O: Separate unions may not strike 
in one another's support Em- 
ployers may not bring in substi- 
tute workers during strikes. 

N: Third-party support in strikes 
and substitute workers permitted. 
Union recognition 
0: Official unions only, limited to 
individual work places. No mul- 
tiple trade unions. 

N: Workers can freely form and 
join trade unions - from the year 
2000. 


crscan be brought in. Working 
hours can be extended to 56 
hours a week as long as they' av- 
erage no more 44 hours, and 
employers can demand greater 
flexibility in shift arrangements. 

The unions will make certain 
gains from the new law. Gone 
is the former bar on union po- 
litical activity and contributions 
(although a union will be 
banned “if its primary objective 
lies in political or social activi- 
ties”). In the past, unions were 
limited to one per company. But 
eventually employees will be 
able to organise across indus- 
tries and professions, and come 
out in support of their comrades 
in other unions. 

The problem is that while the 
bosses will win their new priv- 
ileges as soon as the new law 
comes into force on 1 March 
this yiar. the unions will have 
to wail. To avoid “unnecessary 
confusion", in the government's 
phrase, free, multiple trade 
unions will not be allowed to 
function for another three 
years. Until the year 2000 only 
the old. official unions will be 
recognised. The Korean Con- 
federation of Trade Unions 
( KCTU ). which represents 
51X1,000 workers, will remain 
technically illegal, and its lead- 
ers will be vulnerable to pros- 
ecution for “interfering with 
business activities". 

The manner in which the new 
law was passed, at a secret ses- 
sion of the National Assembly, 
attended only by members of 
the ruling party, has convinced 
union leaders that the law is part 
of a concerted attempt to mar- 
ginalise them. Many acknowl- 
edge that change was inevitable 
but that without the right to or- 
ganise freely and legally, they 
feel uncomfortably exposed to 
the harsh weather of the inter- 
national free market. 
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With synthetic polymers (plas- 
tics and rubbers) pervading 
many aspects of modem life, it 
can be difficult to think back to 
the 1930s when these “artificial” 
materials were largely confined 
to a few resins, such as Bake- 
Iite, and regenerated cellulose 
fibres, such as rayon. 

Geoffrey Gee acted in many 
ways as a guardian of British 
polymer science, both in 
smoothing the interaction of 
Government with industry and 
academe, and in expanding and 
safeguarding polymer research 
in British universities. That 
polymer chemistry forms part of 
an honours course in chemistry 
owes much to his influence. 

Gee started research at a time 
when there was still a reluctance 
to believe that “real" mole- 
cules could have molecular 
weights of 100,000 or more. 
Starting in 1938, he undertook 
a comprehensive study of poly- 
mer solutions, which removed 
any doubt about the nature 
of these new materials. His de- 
finition of cohesive energy 
density as a determinant of 
solubility gained lasting accep- 
tance. Many years later Gee co- 
operated with the physicist S.F. 
Edwards and the chemist G. 
Allen in initiating the studies 
which have brought us to a sub- 
stantial understanding of the 
properties of polymer fluids. 

Gee came from a rural back- 
ground, his father being a blade- 
smith serving the farming 
communities of New Mills and 
Disley, in Cheshire. The Wes- 
leyan Chapel was the founda- 
tion of a sincere religious belief 



Gee: polymer research 
Photograph: Godfrey Argent 


No one who bas been to an 
open-air concert at the Quinta 
da Pieda'de - in the misty hills 
above Lisbon - ever forgets the 
scene. The performers, accom- 
panied by birdsong, in a verdant 
bower, the smartly dressed 
throng promenading among 
the statues in the rose-gardens; 
and a tall, slim woman, leaning 
on her silver-topped cane, qui- 
etly presiding. This was the 
Marquesa de Cadaval, throwing 
open her home for the annual 
music festival she had created. 
The Sintra Festival is now in its 
31st year. 

She affected musical history 
not only in Portugal but in Eu- 
rope has a whole - not so much 
through whom she knew, but 
because of whom she helped, 
from Ifoulcnc to Rubinstein, 
from Stravinsky to Daniel 
Barenboim. Vladimir Ashke- 


whjch influenced the whole of 
his life. He was introduced to 
chemistry at New Mill Sec- 
ondary School, and went on to 
read Chemistry at Manchester 
■in 1928. His introduction to re- 
search was in .colloid science 
(the science of small particles 
in suspension) at Manchester 
under D.C. Henry, after which 
he transferred to Cambridge in 
1933, financed by IQ Dyestuffs, 
to work with Eric Rideal, in a 
stimulating group which in- 
cluded H.W. Melville, R.M; 
Barter and A.S.C. Lawrence. 
His connection with IQ inclined 
his work towards polymers, and 
eventually led to his appoint- 
ment at the British Rubber 
Producers Research Association 
(BRPRA) in 1938. 

The policy of the board of 
BRPRA was simply defined - 
to understand rubber through 
a programme of fundamental 
research. In addition to work 
on polymer solutions, studies by 
Gee’s team of elastic behaviour 
under various types of deforma- 
tion, and of the kinetics of ox- 
idative and photo-oxidative 
degradation of hydrocarbons, 
produced results of lasting value. 

His appointment as Director 
of Research of BRPRA in 1947 
took him away from the labo- 
ratory bench and into adminis- 
tration, although he still found 
time for a “paper and pencil 
study” of molten sulphur which 
anticipated a continuing inter- 
est in ring-chain equilibria. This 
wasa time when natural rubber 
was meeting for the first time 
the challenge from synthetics, 
and Gee's achievement was to 
formulate technical specifica- 
tions which placed the natural 
material securely in the family 
of elastomers, allowing a 
greater understanding of it in 
relation to synthetic materials. 

In 1953 Gee took up the 
Chair of Physical Chemistry in 
Manchester. Within a year he 
became head of department, a 
position he occupied for the 
next 20 years. Here he built up 
a research group in the physi- 
cal chemistry of polymers: the 
group continues to the present 
day as one of the largest and 
most active in the UK. 

As Dean of the Faculty of Sci- 


ence from 1963 to 1965, Gee 
played a part in the creation of 
the Department of Liberal 
Studies m Science. A brief stay 
in Midland, Michigan, spon- 
sored by the Dow Chemical 
Company, gave him a chance 
for uninterrupted research, 
which was not to recur until his 
retirement in 1977: in 1966 he 
was appointed Pro-Vice Chan- 
cellor, from which followed a 
continuing involvement with 
the foundation and administra- 
tion of the new John Ry lands 
University Library, the Regional 
Computing Centre, and the in- 
creasingly important Universi- 
ty Development Committee. 

Gee contributed widely to 
public and scientific life. Soon 
after arriving in Manchester 
he was invited to serve as chair- 
man of the Materials Advisory 
Committee of the Ministry of 
Suppfy, and to lay the ground- 
work for future liaison between 
ministry laboratories and uni- 
versities. He was President of 
the Riraday Society in 1969-70. 
and a founding editor of Poly- 
mer, which became a leading in- 
ternational journal of research. 

All his life Gee was an active 
worker in the Methodist 
Church, reflecting a steadfast 
faith untroubled by his scientific 
insight- He took a particular in- 
terest in the relationship be- 
tween science and religion, and 
in retirement took a major 
share in the writing of God of 
Science, God of FaUh (1988). 

Colin Price 
and Colin Booth 

Geoffrey Gee. chemist: bom Dis- 
ley, Cheshire 6June 1910; research 
chemist. ICI ( Dyestuffs Group) 
1933-38; research chemist, British 
Rubber Producers ' Research. As- 
sociation 1938-17. Director of 
Research 1947-53; FRS 1951; 
Professor of Physical Chemistry, 
Manchester University 1953-1955, 
Sir Samuel HaU Professor of 
Chardsov 1955-1977 (Emeritus), 
Pro-Vice Chancellor 1966-68, 
1972-77; CBE 1958; Chairman 
Joint Services Materials Advisory 
Committee 1953-58; President, 
Fantday Society 1969-70; married 
1934 Marion Bowden (one son, 
two daughters); died Cheadle 
Huhne 13 December 1996. 
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Bluff and hearty: MJUs opening a bus shelter at BirmJngham International Airport 


photograph: News Team 


Elected a Conservative MP at 
his first attempt in 1979, Iain 
Mills was a robust defender of 
the interests of his constituents 
in Meriden, which takes in 
parts of Solihull and Birming- 
ham Airport. He loved England 
and especially Meriden, and was 
often in the forefront of cam- 
paigns warning against incur- 
sions into the surrounding 
green belt He was cautious 
about European developments. 

A behind-the-scenes man. 
Mills seldom claimed the lime- 
light and that was true of his im- 
portant work on the Committee 
corridor of the House of Com- 
mons, where he served diligently 
on backbench, standing and 
select committees on such sub- 
jects as employment, transport 
safety, Community trademarks 
and European legislation. Of- 
ten he was in the chair, having 


been appointed by the Speak- 
er as a member of the Speak- 
er’s pane! of chairmen. A 
crucial ingredient of his work on 
committees - and most certainly 
why he was appointed - was that 
he was trusted and respected by 
all parties represented on them. 

Bom in HiEhead, Glasgow, in 
1940, the son of an accountant 
and company director, he grew 
up in what was then Rhodesia 
- now Zimbabwe - and was ed- 
ucated at Prince Edward's 
School in Salisbury, and aL the 
University of Cape Town in 
South Africa, where he read 
Chemical Engineering. In 1961 
he began his service with Dun- 
lop in Rhodesia, spending three 
years as a tyre designer, before 
moving to England as Market- 
ing planning Manager and the 
designer in charge of Dunlop’s 
racing tyre development - 


Iain Mills 


where he was involved in the de- 
tail. and excitement, of Grand 
Prix raring. He made an im- 
portant input into the design of 
the tyres on which Jackie Stew- 
art won the world motor racing 
tide in 1969, 1971 and 1973. 

Mills's specialisms in Parlia- 
ment, within a wide and eclec- 
tic range of interests, were the 
motor industry (he co-chaired 
the All Party Motor Industry 
Group) and what are rather 
clumsily known as intellectual 
property matters: copyright, 
patents, counterfeiting. He 
worked tirelessly to try to get the 
European Patents Office sited in 
London, rather than Munich, 
and in wider ways to stop the 
penetration of European mar- 
kets by unsatisfactory and sub- 
standard imitation products and 
components. He was also a keen 
campaigner for animal rights. 


and on one occasion tried to ban 
goldfish as fairground prizes. 

His parliamentary work was 
preceded in politics by assidu- 
ous local government service in 
Staffordshire and in particular 
in Lichfield, where he served on 
the district council from 1974 to 
1976- He was a bluff and hearty 
man and a careful friend. He 
liked a drink and a joke with his 
friends when his relentless dai- 
ly schedule was done. 

Before settling down to Lhe 
crucial committee burden, which 
he accepted cheerfully, he had 
been Parliamentary Private Sec- 
retary to Norman Tfebbit ( 1981- 
87). They worked well together. 
But ministerial office did not 
come Mills’s way and this may 
have been a disappointment. 

When I became his next- 
door neighbour as the MP for 
the other half of the borough of 


Solihull he immediately sug- 
gested we ignore the convention 
about not being seen about in 
another Member’s constituen- 
cy without that Member’s con- 
sent and I readily agreed. He 
was an easy and considerate 
man to work with. 

John ML Taylor 

Iain Campbell Mills, politician: 
bom Glasgcw 21 Apru 1940; MP 
( Conservative ) for Meriden 1979- 
97: PPS to Minister of State for 
Industry 1981-82, toSecretaryof 
State for Employment 1982-83, 
to Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry 1983-85, to Chancellor 
of Duchy of Lancaster 1985-8 ft 
Chairman, Community Tra&5 . 
Mark Committee 1984-97; Joint 
Chairman, AH Party Motor In- 
dustry Group 1992-97; married 
1971 Gaynor Jeffries; died Lon- 
don 16 January 1997. 
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The Marquesa de Cadaval 


□azy, who took refuge with his 
wife at the Marquesas house af- 
ter their precipitate flight from 
Soviet Russia, paid tribute to 
her as their “mother hen". 

Olga Nicolis de Robilant, 
descended on one side from 
Catherine the Great and on the 
other from a long line of Venet- 
ian doges, was bora in Turin in 
1900. She grew up in a cultivated 
home where the casual guests 
included Verdi, d'Annunzio, 
Diaghilev and Nijinsky. One of 
her childhood friends, with 
whom she remained dose un- 
til his death, grew up to become 
Pope Pius X3L Cole Porter ser- 
enaded her at a bar on the 
Venice Lido; Chaliapin sang for 
her Ravel, with whom she lat- 
er kept up a long correspon- 
dence, wrote music for her. 
Another childhood friend was 
the stepdaughter of Puccini, 


who taught both girls to dance. 
"We loved his music,” she re- 
called, “but with us he was very 
modest. He used to say. All my 
music is good for is making 
housemaids cry.’ " 

At 14, shocked by the reali- 
ties of war, she joined the Red 
Cross as a volunteer. Her first 
foray into musical patronage 
came when, as a student of 20, 
she persuaded Rubinstein to 
give his services free for the in- 
augural concert of the Amid 
della Musica in Florence. One 
of her most exhilarating mem- 
ories was of Rubinstein, Ravel, 
and Stravinsky ail staying 
together at her house. 

Her friendship with Stravin- 
sky bad a macabre ending. 
“When he was terminally ill," 
she told me, “he sent a message 
that he loved my house so 
much that he warned to die 


there. But I thought, I can't have 
this. If he dies in ray bed, what 
do I do? Do 1 bum h? I certainly 
couldn't sleep in it afterwards. 
And I don’t want the widow and 
his friend Robert Craft hanging 
about grieving afterwards. So I 
said, Tm sorry, I don't want him 
to die here. Tell him I hope be 
gets better.* " He died else- 
where, and - to her relief- be- 
fore her message of rejection 
reached him. 

She had acquired her house 
in Sintra through marrying An- 
tonio Alva res Pereira de Mela, 
the exiled Marquis de Cadaval. 
It had been a ruin, so she rebuilt 
it and laid out the gardens. Pre- 
maturely widowed at 38. she de- 
rided to turn it into a musical 
Mecca. 

When Francis Poulenc or- 
ganised a performance there of 
his opera Les Dialogues dcs 


Carmelites , it was as a thank- 
offering for her prayers during 
the Second World Vhx, when he 
had been convinced -as she had 
been - that He would be killed. 
She had buoyed him up with 
parcels of cheese and coffee, to 
which he responded with 
parcels of sheet music. Her pa- 
tronage was eminently practiad. 

As time went by, a constant 
stream of young musicians 
passed through her doors, each 
given a room and cane blanche 
to spend their days as they 
chose. “One day," she recalled, 
“an impresario told me that he 
was going to make me a present 
in return for the wonderful 
times he had had at my house. 
He said, Tm going to send you 
an unknown artist, who I think 
you will like. Her name is 
Jacqueline du Pre." " 

The Marquesa did not know 


her, but sent a telegram invit- 
ing her to stay. “The house was 
full of musicians, but she im- 
mediately became the centre of 
things, playing day and night, 
and getting cross because when 
she got up and was ready to 
play, everyone else was still 
asleep. A few months later she 
rang and said she had met 
someone with whom she was 
madly in love, and could they 
honeymoon in my house?" So 
that was where she and Daniel 
Barenboim spent their first 
married weeks. 

Musica] life in Portugal had 
been a stunted affair until the 
Marquesa - abetted by the Gul- 
benkian Foundation - erupted 
on to the scene. She sLeered a 
raasLerly course through the 
political rapids hefore, during, 
and after the “Carnation” rev- 
olution. For her concerts she 


persuaded Salazar - a man 
who abominated Jews and 
Communists - to let her import 
both, and in large quantities. “I 
simply told him, if you want the 
best, you must let me have my 
Russians.^ His condition, which 
she happily met. was that she 
should lodge them in her house, 
and take frill responsibility for 
their behaviour. 

The revolution, she admitted 
to me, was a shock. “I admired 
Salazar very much, and am still 
dedicated to his memory. But 
- things finish!" Whereupon she 
shrugged, smiled, and walked 
off into her rose garden. 

She was a woman of easy 
grace,- completely devoid of 
pretension; she enjoyed good 
hea jth - fortified by wine from 
her pwn vineyard - almost un- 
til the end. She died peaceful- 
ly, buoyed up by her religion. 



The Marquesa: ‘mother hen* 

Photograph: Michael Church 

with her family and friends 
around her. , •_ 

Michael Church * ” " 

Olga Nicolis de Robilant, festival . 
organiser bom Turin 17 January j 
1900; married 1926 Antonio Al- 
vares Pereira, Marquis de Ca- 
daval (died 1938; one daugjluer, 
and one daughter deceased); 
died Lisbon 21 December 1996. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

CELMOUR: On 20 November 1996, in 
New York. lo Emma and Andrew, a 
son Xan. brother for Archie. 
HESSION: On iS Januaiy, lo Brid and 
Donai. a son. Cfan. 

DEATHS 

HARRISON: Woodiborpc Jude, aged 
SI. peacefully in Charing Cross Hos- 
pital on 16 January. Beloved husband 
of Aflk and father of Ian. Sue. Nick 
and Sarah, and loving grandfather lo 
their children. Funeral at Monlake 
Crematorium on Friday 24 January 
at 1 0am. Donations, tf wished, to 
Scoliosh Association (UK). do Co- 
operative Funeral Service, 162 King 
Street. London WG0QU, Telephone 
0181-748 29S1 

AnromKOTencs for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Mcmo- 
rial services, VYcddJna amiKemries, In 
Monortami should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor; The Independent. 
1 Canada Square, Canare Wharf. Lon- 
don E14 SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (answering machine 0171-293 
2012) or laud to 0171-293 2010. and 
are charged at £&50 a fine (VAT tan l. 
OTHER Gazelle announcements (no- 
tices. fbnrtions, Forthcoming mar- 
riages, Marriages) must be admitted 
in writing tor Eased) and are charged 
at £10 a tine. VAT extra. Please indude 
a daytime telephone number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbc Priacm Royal. PaLnwi. SarieJi Kurin 
Union. 91 lend; ibe Srwland v Wdcr Jo- 
urnal tonal Rugby Match at .Morrayfkld. 
Edinburgh. 

Changing of the Guard 

TODAY The Household Orally Mounted 
RcgrtKol mauds the Queen's Lite CluanJ ji 
H one Guard*. Ham. TOMORROW: Tins 
HnuseJwld Cavalry Mounted Regiment 
mnunu the Queen's late Guard m Hone 
Gunk. Iftanv 14 BalialtuQ Scots Guardi 
mounts the Queen's Guard, at Buckingham 
Palace, 1 1 Jttim. band provided by tbc Welsh 
Guards 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Chief Emeka Anyaoku, 
Secretary-General or the Common- 
wealth. 64; Air Marshal Sir Alfred 
Ball, 76; Mr Robert Banks MP, 60; 
Mr frier Beardsley, footballer, 36; 
Dr David Bellamy, botanist, 64; Sir 
Michael Belt, First Civil Service 
Commissioner, 62; Mr John Boor- 
man. film director, 64; Mr Raymond 
Briggs, author and illustrator, 63; Mr 
David Burke, Chief Constable, North 
Yorks, 58; Mr John Carr, former 
chairman. Countryside Commission 
or Scotland. 70; Mr Kevin Costner, 
actor, 42; Mr Richard Dunwoody, 
jockey, 33; Mr Christian Fittipaldi, 
racing driver, 26; The Hon Sir Roc- 
co Fone, chairman. Forte. 52; Mr 
Paul Freeman, actor. 54; Sir William 
Goodhart QC, 64; Mr David Grant. 
Lord-Lieutenant of the County of 
Durham, 75: Miss Dawn Guinness, 
former headmistress of Felixstowe 
College. 51; Sir James Haim, chair- 
man. Scottish Nnclear. 64; Sir 
William Harding, former diplomat, 
70; Sir Robert Hicks MP, 59; Sir Ter- 
ence Higgins MP, former Olympic 
athlete, 69; Mr John Hougham, 
chairman, ACA5, 60; Mr David 
Howell MP, 61; Mr John Hume MP, 
MEP, 60; Mr Edward James, former 
diploma!, SO; Dame Jennifer Jenk- 
ins, former chairman, the National 
Trust, 76; Mr Paul Keating, prime 
minister of Australia, 53; Mr Martin 
Laing. chairman, John Laing, 55; Sir 
Godfray Lc Qucsne, Judge of Courts 
of Appeal, Jersey and Guernsey, 73: 
Sir frier Preston, fanner civil setvant, 
75; Mr Mark Rylance, artistic direc- 
tor, Shakespeare's Globe Theatre. 37; 
Sir Nigel Struo, fanner and landown- 
er, SI; Sir Walter Vhroo, former sec- 
retary, Order of the Garter, 90; Sir 
Ralph Vcrney, former vice-Lord 
Lieuicnam of Bucks, 82; Sir Clive 
Whitmore, former Permanent 
Uudcr-Secrctary of State, Home 
Office. 62; Sir Alan Whiitome, for- 
mer director. Exchange and Trade 
Relations Dept, IMF, New York, 71. 

TOMORROW; Mr Desi Araaz Jnr, 
actor, 44; Mr ft ter Atkinson MP, 54; 
Miss Nina Bawden. novelist 72: Mr 
Dewey BunnelL rock singer and gui- 


tarist, 46; The EazI of Carnarvon, 
honorary racing manager to the 
Queen, 73; Sir Jonathan Garke. 
former circuit judge, 67: Mr Michael 
Crawford, actor and singer, 55; Mr 
Bernard Dunstan. painter, 77; Mr 
Stefan Edberg, tennis player, 31: Mr 
Rod Evans, rock anger, 52: Mr Phil 
Everly, rock singer, 58; Mr Waiter 
Goldsmith, chairman. Flying Flow- 
ers, 59: Mr William Hayden, former 
chairman and chief executive. Jaguar, 
68; Mr Hans Hotter, bass baritone, 
88; Sir Alex Jamtt, former chairman. 
Smiths Industries. 73; Mr Richard 
Lester, film director. 65; Brigadier 
Helen Meechie. former Director, 
WRAC, 59; Mr David Newbigging. 
chairman, Hiupel Trading Group, 63; 
Mr Nigel Nicolson, author, 80, Mr 
Robert Palmer, rack singer and gui- 
tarist, 48; Miss Dolly Part on, coun- 
try music singer and actress. 51; 
Senor Javier Perez de Cuellar, for- 
mer secretary-general of the UN, 77; 
Mr Bryan Pringle, actor. 62; Sir Si- 
mon Rattle, orchestral conductor. 42; 
Mr Charles Smith, managing direc- 
tor, Chevron UK, 67; Sir John Stan- 
ley MP, 55; Mr Dennis Taylor, 
snooker player, 4& Mr Gary Tilley 
MEP. 47; Mr David Tredennick MP, 
47; The Earl of Wfemyss and March, 
former president. National Trust for 
Scotland, S5; Mrs Margaret Wing- 
field, former President erf the UbcraJ 
Party and of the National Council of 
Women of Great Britain, 85. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Charles- Lou is de 
Secondat, Baron de Montesquieu, 
philosopher. 1689; Peter Mark Ro- 
ger. lexicographer. 1779; Charles 
John Kean, actor, 181 1; Joseph Far- 
well Ghdden, inventor of a barbed 
wire machine, 1813; Alan Alexander 
Milne, author, 1882; Arthur Mitchell 
Ransoms, writer of children's boots, 
1884; Oliver Norvcll Hardy, come- 
dian, 1892: Cary Grant (Archibald 
Alexander Leach), actor, 1904; 
William Sansom, author. 1912. 
Deaths: Jon van Riebeck, founder of 
Cape Town, 1677; Edward George 
Earle Lytton Baftver-Lvrton, first 
Baron Lytton, author. 1873; Joseph 


Rudyard Kipling, author, 1956; Syd- 
ney GrcensireeU film actor, 1954; 
Hugh Todd Naylor GailskelL states- 
man, 1963: Sir Cecil Walter Hardy 
Beaton, designer and photographer, 
1980; John Frederick. Baron 
Wolfenden, social reformer. 1985. On 
this day: -Lima, capital of Peru, was 
founded by Pizano, 1535: Captain 
Cook discovered the Sandwich Is- 
lands (Hawaii). 177S. Today is the 
Feast Day of St frier's Chair. Rome. 
St Desk: or Deicolus, Si Prisca or 
Priscilla and St Volusian. 

TOMORROW: Births: James Walt, 
inventor of the modern condensing 
steam engine. 1736: Edgar Allan Poe. 
author and poet, 1809: Sir Henry 
Bessemer, engineer, 1S13; Paul 
Cezanne, painter, 1839. Deaths: 
William Congreve, playwright. 1729: 
Isaac Disraeli, writer,’ 1848; Pierre - 
Joseph Proudhon, journalist and so- 
cialist, 1865. On this day: King 
Edward III established the Order of 
the Garter. 1348; John Wilkes was ex- 
pelled from ihe House of Commons 
for seditious libel, 1 764; the Duke of 

Wellington look Gudad Rodrigo. 
1 S 12: the coast of Antarctica was dis- 
covered, 1840; Verdi’s// Tnwatore was 
first performed. Rome 1853; the 
Japanese invaded Burma. 1942; In- 
dira Gandhi became prime minister 
of India, I960, Tomorrow is the 
frasl Day of Saints Ahachum and 
Audifax, St Albert of Cashel, St 
Canute IV of Denmark, Si Charles 
of Sezzc. Si Fillan or Foclan, St Ger- 
mankus, St Hcmy of Uppsala. Saints 
Marius and Martha. St Mc.v>alma. St 
Nalhalan and Si Wulfsian. 


Lectures 

TODAY 

British Museum: George Han, “The 
Temples and Tombs of Tanis". 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Frances 
Homan. “Towards the Royal Acad- 
emy: public space for art in 18th-cen- 
tury England", 3pm- 

TOMQRROW 

National Portrait Gallery: Valerie 
Grove and Anne Harvey, “Dodic 
Smith 1896- 1990". 3pm. 


Private interests - public welfare? 


Three months ago the Roman Catholic 
bishops of England and Wales produced 
their stale men L The Common Good. It is 
much the best piece of political theology 
to haw appeared in Britain in many years. 
But it works better as a judgement on 
the past than as a guide to the future. A 
little mild dissent seems in order. 

The bishops rightly condemn the scald- 
ing rhetoric of greed that the British have 
endured in recent years. They protest that 
there is more to life than money, and that 
our lives and our values have been loo 
thoughtlessly hurled into the market- 
place. They insist that there is a common 
ground on which we can huild a shared, 
moral, public life. They proclaim that in 
Christ God has made all humanity one 
flesh, and that all social relationships 
should be shaped accordingly. 

All this is becoming familiar, and much 
praised. The document is drawn from the 
strong tradition of Catholic social teach- 
ing, and the bishops arc modestly proud 
that these ideas have helped shape'the cur- 
rent consensus in ihe European Union. 
But this consensus is now in Lroublc. 
The Common Good is surprisingly 
parochial in this regard; it takes almost no 
account of current European realities. Two 
examples make ihe point. 

Just as The Common Good was 
launched nearly half a million Belgians 
took lo the streets of Brussels in protest 
against the ills of their society. Jan Kerk- 
hofs, the eminent Belgian Jesuit, report- 
ed this “While March" in the Tablet. He 
revealed a Belgium which is cosily cor- 
poratist. relatively Catholic - and deeply 
corrupt. The Common Garni implies con- 
tinually that there is something specially 
immoral about a Britain more caught up 
in the toils of ihe marketplace than 
Belgium, This is unwise. 

Second example. The Germans are just- 
ly proud of a society which has sustained 
both profitable businesses and an clahu- 


faith# reason 

‘The Market where possible, the 
State where necessary/ said 
John Smith. The Rev John 
Kennedy, a Methodist, t hinly 
that the Catholic bishops 
have missed their target 

rale system of social belonging. Making 
money and doing good worked together. 
The German churches have created po- 
litical theology around this Social Market: 
they have been much clearer than the 
Gltholic bishops that ihe pursuit of self- 
interest serves the common good. Now 
that social order is in serious disarray, and 
the German churches are deeply in- 
volved in a fierce debate about Germany's 
future. iTic whole system is under great 
stress, but the Germans have a great 
advantage over us - they can't blame 
Margaret Thatcher. 

The crisis does noi arise from govern- 
ment imposition of market values. Nor is 

!;i« Sl r a .r a .‘ lvr of payin £ r ° r Ae integra- 
tion of the former East Germany. It aris- 
cs from the sheer difficulty of maintaining 
commercial success and social cohesion 
in a last-changing world. 

The ( ommon Good might well create 

siShv“!h bn r ain 35 1 ? USI the °"e 
a ii in i h> G ™ n <hurches. But its 
dilUude -lo the eihics of self-interest is too 

b r Sl?npS rc - rer w the 
? 1 . 'i‘ n capitalism". b U L fail 

thal Brilish k v els of 
rh m c l ' pL ' ndllurc arc noi greatly lower 
than European average Atone poinlthS 
••ppear to accuse poor old Adam Smith 


of idolatiy, dogmatism and superstition. 

This is rather parochial; the Germans have 
long seen Smith as the morning star of the 
Social Market, who first suggested that a 
market economy can enhance rather than 
undermine social cohesion. The bishops 
make much of structural sin, which is fine; 
but they attach the idea almost wholly to 
the market, barely at all to the Church, L 
nor to public bureaucracies in general. 

This weakness is evident in one of the 
document’s proclaimed strengths. It de- 
scribes at length the impressive engage- 
ment of the Church in welfare provision 
in Britain. But Catholic involvement in 
commerdal activity is immentioned. There 
is a great crowd or Catholic entrepreneurs 
in my part of London who simultaneously 
serve their own interests and the common 
good. They are not adequately celebrat- 
ed in this document It just is not true that 
private interests harm the poor, and pub- 
lic welfare helps them. Poor people do bet- 
ter as customers of Kwik Save than as 
supplicants to Hackney Borough CoundL 

How then shall we be saved? The 
fcnghsh and Welsh bishops might consult 
two Scottish Smiths. Tney might first 
reread Adam, who comes close to im- 
molation in this document They might 
also recall John Smith, who years ago in- 
sisted that a tougher world economy de- 
m p 0 ,. sharper attention to the moral 
validity of self-interest He put th is suc- 
cinctly in a speech at Southwark Catbe- 
dral back then - “The Market where 
Possible, the State where necessary." 

Tony Blair’s Christian Socialists may 
soon have the opportunity to implement ■ 
this Gospel according to John. They 
might usefully talk to the German church- 
es about the market - and to the Belgians ' • 

about structural sin. The Common Good P ' 
provides a fitting epitaph upon the cru- 
elties of Thatcherism. But it is not yet 
an ^dequate moral guide to the future 
politics of Europe. 
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A meritocracy that makes a mockery of toil 


iy < i > SL Chri * Evans earn £5m a 


Why did Nicola HorbcT^ 


- £ . lm a year? Are they worth it? Are 
then- earnings morally justifiable? These are 


■ jgestions that have been asked at least since 




_ -- IWUJI OUJLL 

time Plato set a ratio of four-to-one 
between the wealth of the richest and that of 
, the poorest arizen as the rule for his well- 
ordered republic. They are questions our soci- 
ety has largely ceased to ask itself, paradoxi- 
cally m precisely the l&-year period when 
incomes at the top end of the scale have esca- 
lated out of all proportion to what went before 

What Mr Evans and Mrs Horlick have in 
common, apart from being dumped by their 
employers this week, is that they work in star- 
led industries. Mr Evans, the Radio 1 disc 
jockey and television personality, enjoys 
near-universal fame - or notoriety. “Radio’s 
most revolting man” (Daily Mail), idol of 
rebellious youth, object of derision for 
sophisticated youth. Mrs Horlick, on the other 
hand, was a star in the closed and specialised 
field of pension fund management, and is now 
chiefly famous not just for that, but for com- 
bining it with her role as mother of five child- 
ren. (Note that her husband, Tim, another 
City high-flier with Salomon Bros, is not 
known as a father-of-five “superman”.) 

As a society, we have long made exceptions 
for entertainers. The star system, invented in 
Hollywood, was about mar king certain people 
out as utterly different from the rest of us. 


exempt from the rules that governed either 
our incomes or our private morality. But, as 
the star system has spread into a range of 
other activities, and has increasingly become 
the way rewards are allocated, it has had a dis- 
torting effect on notions of fairness. 

It was not so long ago that the idea of “the 
rate for the job” was dominant in wage set- 
ting, not just for routine workers, but for foot- 
ballers, lawyers and even newspaper colum- 
nists. Footballers would be paid by the game, 
lawyers by the hour and columnists by the 
word, on a series of fixed scales. Now all that 
has gone, and the rate for the job through- 
out the economy has largely been replaced by 
the language of market forces and compet- 
ition. Stars in all fields are paid whatever price 
they can command in the market, and lesser 
mortals are much more aware of what their 
comer of the labour market will bear. 

But there is a confusion here which it is 
worth setting aside. We believe in free mar- 
kets, and we accept that Mr Evans and Mrs 
Horlick have been paid what their employ- 
ers think they are worth. That does not make 
their seven-figure incomes “fair”. For one 
thing, their jobs have been priced in a rigged 
market, full of cultural and institutional 
obstacles to free movement. The BBC is a 
quasi-monopoly provider; pensions fund 
management is a highly specialist industry in 
transition. 

There are, however, much larger forces in 



play here. Michael Ignatieff, in his forth- 
coming Radio 4 series, .4 View of the Century , 
argues that one of the defining themes of th is 
century is the mass aspiration to individual 
creativity. This may be a broad simplification, 
but it is an important insight. It is only in the 
20th century that everyone in rich indust- 
rialised countries can aspire to self-fulfilment 
through their own creativity, hi this Ameri- 
can century, creativity is fame and fame is 
money. Young men on council estates in Man- 
chester can hope to become rich and famous 
if they have a talent to entertain. Mr Evans’s 
success is deeply subversive of meritocracy: 
what is the point of paying attention in class, 
passing your exams and staying out of trouble 
if someone with a wacky sense of humour or 
someone who plays computer games all the 
time ends up earning hundreds of times as 
much as the respectable toiler? 

Mrs Horlick’s success is different. Not only 
does she come from a privileged background, 
but she benefited from meritocracy to start 
with. One of the reasons why there are so 
marry women - relatively speaking - in her 
field is because performance is highly trans- 
parent, and promotion is less dependent on 
male politics. But once you become s star in 
any City sector your salary is bid up expon- 
entially because of your scarcity value. And the 
spread of the star system is dangerous not just 
to meritocracy, but to a feeling of fairness, and 
the value of community. Companies know that 


some differences in salary are necessary and 
acceptable, but that excessive differences can 
make team-working difficult. One of the 
problems Mrs Horlick ran into was that the 
star system breaks down corporate loyalties: 
her alleged crime was to be planning to defect 
to a rival bank with 20 of her staff. 

“No individual is bigger than the interests 
or superior performance that has been 
achieved for clients over the past years as a 
result of a conceited team effort,” said a Mor- 
gan Grenfell memo yesterday. “No one is big- 
ger than Radio I,” said Matthew B annis ter, 
the station’s controller. They sound like the 
harsh disoplinarians of faceless bosses through 
the ages, but they make an important point. 
The breakdown of the old “rate for the job” 
mentality is a good thing. But we should now 
start being more concerned about fairness. 

That is what Tony Blair appeared to be 
groping towards with his “stakeholder” 
rhetoric last year, although the word was more 
successful in driving people away from the 
subject than in stimulating argument. We 
know, however, that this subject has currency: 
John Major admitted, in one of his early 
clashes with the new Labour leader, that the 
government had a responsibility to reduce 
inequality. In the two years since then, he has 
not been asked what he meant We hope that 
the question of fairness will become an elec- 
tion issue, and more than an election issue, 
during the course of this year. 
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European tax union is bound to follow from a single currency 
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Sir: Proposals to unify European tax 
rates (report 16 January) should be 
no surprise. As a matter of economic 
logic, tax union is an inevitable 
consequence of monetary union. 

Countries outside a monetary 
union can use exchange rates to 
offset their upland downs. For 
example, bad-weather failure of the 
fruit crop would cause severe 
economic hardship throughout 
Spain. But then the peseta would fait 
‘ would become cheaper for people 
visit Spain or buy Spanish goods, 
and balance would be restored. 

A member of a monetary union 
does not have this option. It may try 
to revive things by taxing less and 
spending more, but that takes time to 
work and just stores up problems for 
the future. No, its only real hope 
would be to campaign for large 
welfare transfers from the union. 

: Thus Mien US states suffer - when 
Honda's fruit crop is ruined by frost, 
for example - they can do little more 
than petition for “federal disaster 
area” status, so that they qualify for 
federal support. Faced with hardship 
among the citizens of a member 
state, the EU authorities could 
hardly resist such an appeal, with EU 


taxpayers footing the bill A coherent 
stabilisation policy for the union 
would require a coherent tax policy. 

In other words, a single currency 
implies a single welfare policy and a 
single tax policy. So these proposals 
for a single tax regime should not 
surprise us, and we should expect 


welfare policy in due course. 
Dr EAMONN BUTLER 
Director 

Adam Smith Institute 
London SW1 


equivocations and responded by hard 
political manoeuvring 
A more positive approach from 
Britain would lead to a more 
democratic and a looser federal 
system embodying the principle of 
subsidiarity. 

EDMUND CRITCHLEY 
Blackburn, Lancashire 


Sin Your headline “Now Britain 
faces single European tax system” 
(16 January) illustrates the dilemma 
the Government has got itself into by 
frustrating the development of 
democracy within Europe. 

The Government chooses to deal 
through the Council of Ministers, an 
unelected body, strong in 
personalities and Franco-German 
interests. It has given strength to the 
Council of Ministers at the expense 
of the European Parliament and 
even of the European Commission. 
The Council, namely Helmut Kohl 
and Jacques Chirac, have perforce 
led the opposition to John Majors 


Sin I received the Referendum Party 
circular the other day. 1 was struck, as 
I am with most Euro-sceptic 
addresses, by the apparently casual 
use of “the United Kingdom”, “this 
country” or “Britain” when 
discussing a possible distancingof 
ourselves from (the rest of) Europe. 

Surely they cannot imagine that 
Scotland and Wales would follow 
England out? They do quite well out 
of Europe, and the usual threat of 
having their legislature in another 
country won’t work -they have had 
that situation for centuries. 

Whatever one’s views on EU 
membership or development, it has 
to be assumed that saymg goodbye to 
one union means saying goodbye to 
the other. 

MABARNES 
Waltingum, Surrey 


Sir. John Redwood (article, 17 
January) says: “If you share a 
currency with another country you 
have to share many other things as 
wen.” But look at the United States. 
Firms and people happily move from 
rate US state to another to take 
advantage of better legal and tax 
conditions. One can be in a federal . 
union with a common currency and 
still have a lot of control over 
revenue-raising and spending. 

G WILLIAMS 
Brussels 


Sir Will closer integration with 
Europe mean we get more Bank 
Holidays (UK eight, other EU 
countries nine, 10 or 11)? And if so, 
where would it go? 

How about some time in mid- to 
late January? Three weeks after the 
New Year, that extra holiday could 
be a life-saver; with dismal weather 
and short days, everyone has a 
tendency to feel depressed. 

In addition, skiers would get 


another weekend on the piste, and 
Bank He 


Muslims might get a 
the end of Ramadan, 
APEMBLETON 
Sheffield 


: Holiday at 


■r. : 


SICT*"^ 


Dogs are a lifeline 
for the homeless 
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Sin The National Canine Defence 
League (NCDL) - the UK’s largest 
dog welfare charily - was delighted to 
} read about Lady Apsley’s support for 
Oliver Lomasney and his dog, Ryan 
— -— <* (“And now, for a change, good news 

to prove that people have a heart”, 17 
■ January). The piece highlighted the 
' - ' ^ ; importance of homeless people 

- * having a companion animal, often a 
■ r * ‘ lifeline and only friend. 

. - r ■■■ - , The NCDL Hope Project provides 
preventive veterinary health care 
(vaccinations, worming and 
__ neutering) at its monthly outreach 
clinics to ensure that the dogs on the 
streets benefit from good care, 
regardless of their owners’ 
circumstances. These dog-owners are 
amongst the most caring and their 
pets are very well looked after. 

Often homeless people cannot find 
accommodation that allows pets, 
for cing the owner to make an agoniang 
decision between losing their dog or 
getting a roof over their head. 
Understandably, many people cannot 
' _ —.bear to part with their best friend. 

' ’ - ; ^CLARISSA BALDWIN 

. ' NCDL Chief Executive 
* London ECJ 
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Musical climaxes 
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Sin So you mean that JiUy Cooper is 
so inexperienced as never to have 
bonked on a glockenspiel? _ 
(“Percussionists do it standing up” , 

■ 16 January.) By heck, but I 
remember when in the old days a 
married couple of my acquaintance 
were almost deafened while bonking 
inside one of the timpani during a 
performance at the Festival Hall of 
Nielsen’s Second Symphony- 
Elsewhere, a year or so later, seven 
of us made a hell of a mess of a set 
of cymbals; I think the music was 
Beethoven, byt I honestly cannot 
remember. 

HAUL BARNETT 
Exeter, Devon 


Ford carp 
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Sin One can only applaud Ford for 
their remarkable sensitivity in starting 
an advertising campaign today (16 
.January) with the copy “Work less 
Jand youil be richer/ No doubt this 
kind of public domain co u n s ell in g for 
laid-off workers from Halewood will 
be seen as a trend-setter. 

Matthew fox 
Southsea, Hampshire 



Under the volcano: ash darkens the sky over Montserrat. The Caribbean Island's economy is in ruins 


Stricken island let 
down by Britain 


Sin I recently went to Montserrat, to 
paint the volcano which has been 
erupting for 16 months. This has had 
a devastating effect on the people 
and infrastructure of this tiny 
Caribbean island. 

Their only town, Plymouth, has 
been evacuated and their tourist- 
based economy has collapsed. The 
south end of the Island, where most 
cultivation took place, has been 
abandoned. Of the 12,000 population 
only 7,000 remain, the rest scattered 
through die Caribbean and to Britain. 

Montserrat is a British colony, but 
Fm ashamed to say that this 
distinction does not seem to have 
afforded them much advantage in 
their time of great need. 


Many of the Montserratians have 
been evacuated to the north of the 
island, but have nowhere to live. The 
solution has been to convert 
churches, and to erect metal 
warehouse buildings. When these 
arrived they had no windows, 
salutation or cooking facilities; so 
these bad to be cobbled together by 
the local government 

Spasmodically for the past 16 
months, and continuously since April 
1996, these unsuitable buddings have 
each been inhabited by 40 or 50 
people living dormitory-style, their 
beds 2ft apart They have no privacy, 
no family areas; they were allowed to 
bring no possessions. These squalid 
conditions are destroying their 
families. 

Many Montserratians live in 
modest wooden houses set in small 
gardens, which they cultivate. Very 


little attempt seems to have been 
made to provide this simple necessity 
for the evacuees. 

Unemployment is now at a high 
level, and around 70 per cent of the 
population live on food stamps and a 
rudimentary social security system. 
B uilding houses and clearing land 
would provide work and housing. 


large responsibility for this state of 
affairs. We have apparently allocated 
£23m to the island for disaster relief 
but it is hard to see much evidence of 
it being wisely spent, except on the 
excellent team of British 
vulcan ologists. We maintain a 
governor m a chauffeur-driven 
Range Rover. Prestige projects are 
planned, consultants take their fees, 
but nothing changes for the evacuees. 
TONY FOSTER 

Tfwardrtath, Cornwall 


It’s lonely at the top with the CV of a confirmed ‘nerd’ 


Sir: Charlie Skelton's article on 
listing hobbies in your CV (“Sky 
divers need not apply”, 16 January) 
makes disturbing reading for 
confirmed loners like me (hobbies: 


... boms, Internet discussion 
groups, hiU-walkmg in New 
Zealand). 


Tb redress the balance, I would like 
to point out that not all loaeis are 
problematic in the context of 
employment Indeed, annoying though 
it may be to scientists who resent the 
“nerdy” stereotype, our personality 
types rather better suited to many 
types of scientific research (where 
dedicated interest in a very focused 


area, perhaps devoid of “human 
interest”, is often necessary) than are 
those of more “well-rounded people- 
persons”. I like to think that loners and 
people-persons complement each 
other, both types having their value in 
different circumstances. 

PETER RICHARDSON 
Milton, Cambridgeshire 


Letters should be addressed to Letters to the Editor; The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Uraton EI4 SDL 
flRn: 0171-293 2056; e-mail: letters@lndependeutco,uk) and inducts a daytime telephone nnmbec 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity We regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


Real benefit 
of the Lords 


Sir: Vernon Bogdanor says (“Let’s 
root out the rot in our sickly 
constitution”, 8 January) that there 
is probably more wisdom to be 
fonnd in the local pub than in the 
House of Lords. The Second 
Chamber, he claims, is “feeble” 
and allows “omnicompetent 
government". 

The House of Lords is not ideal 
as a revising chamber and its 
composition needs reform. But to 
claim that it has no effect at all as 
a brake on headstrong government 
flies in the face of the facts. 

The Conservative government 
has been defeated in the Lords - 
against the odds - 231 times since 
1979. The Lords have acted as a 
constitutional brake. 

On the Bill to abolish the 
Greater London Council and 
metropolitan counties, they 
prevented the Government from 
cancelling elections in order to 
replace elected councillors with 
nominees. 

TWo years ago, they frustrated 
Michael Howard’s plans to remove 
police authorities from local 
democratic control. 

There have been real effects for 
real people. Divorced women will 
have better pension rights because 
of the Lords. Disabled people have 
wider protection against 
discrimination. Local authority 
tenants have a vote before 
developers set up Housing Action 
Trusts on estates. 

School governors cannot choose 
their own inspectors. Pupils with 
special educational needs have 
stronger rights. 

Elderly people are more likely 
to have been able to rent a 
specially adapted home. 

All of us have more access to 
national sporting events on 
television without having to pay. 

Last year, the Lords published a 
very successful report on . 
central/local government relations, 
which has marked a new start in 
that area. The original idea came 
from a noted constitutionalist who 
argued that the Lords was ideally 
placed to act as a “chamber of 
experts”. Why has Vernon 
Bogdanor changed his mind? 
DAMIEN WELFARE 
London N1 


Carey and jobless: a 
question of timing 


Sir Andrew Brown reports 
(“Bishops vote on taking a political 
stand”, IS January) that a senior 
adviser to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury tried to “squash” the 
forthcoming report on 
unemployment and the future of 
work by an ecumenical churches’ 
nsoring group set up by the 
indl of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland. This is completely untrue. 

There have been discussions about 
the timing of the report’s publication 


and launch, now set for earfy April. 

ibOityof 


This is entirely the responsfl 
the sponsoring group, taking account 
of advice from various quarters. That 
is, however, a quite separate issue 
from the substance of the report 
itself 

LESLEY PERRY 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Secretary 
jbr Broadcasting, Press and 
Communications 
Lambeth Palace 
London SE1 


Vote for Diana 


Sin We have a prime minister who 
won’t ban land-mines, and a princess 
who would - long live democracy! 
DAVID KNIGHT 
Penzance , Cornwall 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


T wo serious matters this 
week, both of which will 
have offended some read- 
ers. First, there were 20 or so let- 
ters complaining about the 
headline on 8 January following 
the Carlton monarchy debate, 
which highlighted the third of 
those who rang in registering 
anti-monarchy views, not the 
two-thirds of pro-monarchists. 
Many of you suggested that it 
was The Independent's republi- 
can teas showing through. Not 
so: though we do have a bias 
against reporting Diana and 
Rsrgie-type stories, and have 
both republicans and monar- 
chists on the s taff, the daily 
paper has not taken a position 
on the issue. The headline 
reflected the opinion that it was 
the size of the minority view that 
was surprising, even in a dodgy 
telephone polL Similarly, if a 
arrprise candidate did very well 
in a parliamentary by-election 


phone, and barks. Their edito- 
rial was headed “The Masters 
Now". It should have read, of 
course, “The Master’s Vbice". 


Now then. What has been miss- 
ing from the land-mine con- 
troversy is a little lateral think- 
ing. We know, partly thanks to 
the campaigning of Princess 
Diana and assorted ex-military 
good-doers, that huge num- 
bers of these are exported by 
the West. They are sold for fat 
profits to Third World govern- 
ments and assorted rebels, and 
destroy tens of thousands of 
lives.' This is denounced as a 
shameful trade, and so it is. But 
it continues, and. the West now 


cent”) one might highlight 1 
as against the expected winner. 

No excuses, though, on the 
second issue: in yesterday's 
paper, our headline said, 
“Labour kills millennium 
show”. Which it certainly was 


‘The Times’ promised 
that it, too, would 
give ‘the most 
independent analysis’ 
of the election ... 
right until a certain 
Australian-American 
makes his mind up 


doing as we went to press on 
" " ' folk ‘ 


that edition. But then, 1 
late-night and small-hours-of- 
the-momiag haggling, Labour 
seem to have backed off; they 
may not be striving officiously 
to keep the Greenwich show 
alive, but nor are they killing iL 
The project, amended and 
limping, may yet go ahead after 
all. Colin Hughes, the deputy 
editor, rang me in the morning 
and summed the situation up 


fairly. “I thought it was a pretty 
good front page,” he said, “... 


good front page,” he saic 
if you ignore the fact that the 
main headline was untrue.” 
Well, headlines are often over- 
taken by events. But ... er, 
sorry. 


Fallowing our recent reflections 
on the importance of editorial 
independence through the gen- 
eral election, there was a very 
long editorial in The Times on 
the same subject It promised its 
readers that it too, would give 
“the most independent analysis” 
and that “we have not reached 
our verdict in advance”. And, of 
course, their verdict will stay in 
the balance ... right until the 
moment when a certain Aus- 
tralian-American gentleman 
makes his mind up, lifts the 


returns to the countries 
because we are also expert at 
mine clearance and the design 
and fitting of false limbs. This 
means that charities and 
(through government agencies) 
Western taxpayers, are strug- 
gling to dear up after their own 
jobereated aims exporters. 

So why shouldn’t we short- 
circuit the whole process, sav- 
ing both time and money, the 
next time an African war is get- 
ting underway, the leaders of 
leading mine-exporting coun- 
tries, such as Italy, should sim- 
ply ask the relevant local politi- 
cians to round up and send 
north a few thousand peas- 
ants, including a fair distribu- 
tion of old people, women and 
children. Then we can ampu- 
tate their legs under decent, 
dean surgical conditions, fit 
false ones, and send them 
home again? We would, of 
course, have to pay the arms 
companies for their loss of use- 
ful trade, but as we are effec- 
tively subsidising them already, 
who could possibly object? It’s 
such a modest proposal ... 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


It’s horrific, isn’t it This puts everything into perspective - Diana, 

Princess oFWales, after visiting child victims cf land-mines in Angola 


Even if life did exist elsewhere, we might not recognise it. Absence 
of evidence won’t be evidence of absence - Professor Sir Martin 
Rees, Astronomer Royal 

There is an unconscious aggression on the part of the cougher. 
I don’t know why they do il No one coughs in other countries - 
Harold Pinter playwright, on audience behaviour in the theatre 


The Spice Girls are more interesting because they disprove this 
theory that the young cannot remember the horrors of a Labour 
administration - Bernard Jenkin, ToryMP 


The last thing you need on a tough expedition is an eccentric. 
We select people for our expeditions who are completely level- 
headed and stable. If we spot any eccentricity, we try to beat it 
out - Sir Ramil ph Fiennes, explorer 

Most London houses have anorexia, tall and skinny like their own- 
ers. I'd never looked up so many noses till I came here - Kathy 
Lette, Australian novelist 

We have done our whack. We’ve increased productivity with fewer 
men - but it’s not enough for Fbrd - Peter Taylor, production 
worker 45, commenting on news that 1.300 jobs are to be axed at 
Ford’s Halewood plant 
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the Saturday story 


The Crown 

points to 


the penalty spot 


In a week 
that saw 
courtroom 
allegations of 
match fixing 
rock the 
foundations 
of one of the 
fiercest 
competitions 
in the world, 
Michael 
Streeter 
asks: just 
how do you 
prove a 
deliberate 
mistake? 


A s courtroom slips 
go, it was a minor 
one. When a juror 

was unsure whether 
a future commit- 
ment would make it difficult for 
him to take part in the eight- 
week trial, Mr Justice Tuckey 
interjected: M I*1I take a bet on 
you.” The laughter echoed 
around Winchester Crown 
Court, as he quickly corrected 
hims elf. "Sorry, I mil not take 
a bet on you 

The judge had seen the 
funny side of it, and had unin- 
tentionally touched on the issue 
lying at the heart of the foot- 
balling trial of the century, 
involving three former Premier 
League footballers: John 
Fashanu, Bruce Grobbelaar 
and Hans Segers. After David 
Calvert Smith QC took three 
days to open the complex pros- 
ecution case - a painstaking 
process described even by the 
judge as an “ordeal" - at least 
one theme has emerged: how in 
the early Nineties a Far Eastern 
gambling syndicate was appar- 
ently not prepared to accept the 
normal hazards of betting on 
the results of sporting fixtures. 

Instead, the Indonesian 
group - about whom little has 
so far emerged, apart from the 
alleged actions of the fourth 
defendant, Heng Suan Lim - 
wanted the ultimate gamblers 
delight: a sure-fire bet which 
involved a stake on a football 
match thousands of miles away 
in the cold of an English win- 
ter whose (likely) result they 
already knew. 

Just how this could be 
achieved in one of the most 
competitive football environ- 
ments in the world, the Premier 
League, would dearly be a 
problem for anyone ... unless 
somehow they received some 
inside help. 

Fast forward to the current 


defendants - two of them are 
goalkeepers, significantly, say 
the Crown -and the allegation 
that they agreed to help fix the 
results of matches in return for 
sums possibly as high as 
£125,0(N). No one has said how 
much the syndicate staked or 
won on these matches, but the 
scale of rewards said to be 
available to the players alone 
provides a due. 

If the allegations are proven, 
the implications are alm ost 
unthinkable for football fans. 
That as supporters shiver in the 
stands on windswept, wet after- 
noons, the tackling, shooting, 
passing and blocking going on 
between 22 men on the field in 
front of them may be an illu- 
sion. That somewhere out 
there, one idol of the terraces 
is fighting hard not to make 
sure your team wins - but to 
help them Ickc. 

Moreover, the “soft” goal 
you moan about on the Way 
home was not an infuriating but 
(eventually) forgivable mistake, 
rather a calculated error com- 
mitted by a player who rejected 
the informal code of the pro- 
fessional sportsman inside him- 
self, lured by the call of what 
Grobbelaar allegedly referred 
to as the "greenback". Even 
worse, as a direct consequence 
someone sitting thousands of 
miles away rakes in a fat profit 
from a game whose result he 
already “knew”. 

Even the "blinding” saves 
may not be quite what they 
seem. The court was told that 
Grobbelaar dived the wrong 
way against one shot, but that 
stubbornly the ball “hit my 
hand”. What makes this pros- 
pect so shocking is the idea - as 
yet unproven - that any pro- 
fessional footballer, tbeir com- 
petitive instincts honed since 
the first tussles in the play- 
ground. could try to lose. 
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Grobbelaar, the intensely 
competitive Zimbabwean, is 
supposed to have summed up 
this dilemma in conversation 
with his former friend and busi- 
ness partner Chris Vincent. 
Bemoaning his Inability to stop 
pulling off saves even during 
the “chucked" matches, he told 
Mr Vincent: “Tm my own worst 

enemy on that Because 1 know 
I do not like to lose. It's instinc- 
tive.” 

A number of football 
matches have been fingered by 
the prosecution as suspect 
games after which money was 
paid, or was due to be paid, to 
the fixers if the result was right. 

One was the celebrated 
Liverpool/Manchester United 
game on 4 January 1994, a 
game that was described even 
in the diy atmosphere of the 
courtroom as “marvellous”, 
and which ended in a thrilling 
3-3 draw. Grobbelaar is said to 
have told Mr Vincent that two 
brilliant saves in the second half 
cost him £125,000. 

Hans Segers, a Dutchman 
who played in goal for the un- 
fashionable Premier League 
side Wimbledon, is claimed to 
have stashed a total of £104,000 
in a Swiss bank account under 
the name Gloves 1 after at 
least 12 matches lost by his 
team. 

One of these was a crucial 
relegation game against Ever- 
ton in May 1994, which the 
Merseysiders needed to win to 
stay in the lucrative surround- 
ings of the Premier League. 
They did. 3-2. 

John Fashanu, a former 
striker with Wimbledon and 
Aston Villa, is accused of pock- 
eting £61.000 after two games. 

But despite the central 
importance of these matches to 
the case, the Crown will not 
show the jury how the suspect 
goals in these allegedly 
"thrown” matches were scored 
The only exception was 
Grobbelaar’s failed effort to 
stop a shot from Coventry City 
striker Dion Dublin when the 
goalkeeper was playing for 
Southampton - he has since 
moved to Plymouth Aigyle - in 
September 1994. 

In fact. Mr Calvert Smith 


told the jury, it is "next to 
impossible" to look al a goal 
and say whether it was caused 
by an accidental or deliberate 
mistake. With what may have 
been a gentle sideswipe at tele- 
vision pundits, Mr Calvert 
Smith said there were always 
goals scored where afterwards 

- with the benefit of hindsight 

- the commentators would say, 
“he should have done better”. 

I nstead, the prosecution is 
relying on evidence linking 
members of the alleged 
“corrupt scheme” just before 
and just after football matches, 
and sums of money later given 
and received by the defen- 
dants, all of whom deny the 
charges of conspiracy to try to 
fix games. 

The prosecution claims that 
there were two separate but 


parallel belting and fixing 
scams, one involving Lim. 
Fashanu and Grobbelaar, the 
other with Lim, Fashanu and 
Segers. Lim is described as the 
London-based representative 
of the Indonesian betting syn- 
dicate receiving more Ilian 
£500,000 over four years in 
payments from the Far East, 
and Fashanu as the "middle 
man”. Both were said to be in 
regular telephone contact with 
the Far East. Segers and 
Grobbelaar - said not to have 
known of each other’s involve- 
ment - were two goalkeepers, 
the position on a football team 
most likely to be able to in- 
fluence the result of a game, S3y 
the prosecution. 

There was also, it is said, a 
distinct pattern to events on 
matchdays. In the mornings, 
Lim. a 31-year-old bespectacled 


businessman in North London 
who drove a Mercedes, would 
call the players allegedly 
involved and also Indonesia - 
to people named Loe Bon Swe 
and Johannes Josef, whose 
partner, “EDy”, was the conduit 
for channelling funds to Britain. 
Lim would often speak to 
Fashanu as well, and then 
immediately after the game 
Lim would ring Indonesia 
again, sometimes on his mobile 
phone if he was attending the 
match. Further contact with 
the players came later. 

On one occasion Grobbelaar 
told Mr Vincent that Lim - 
whom he called “the Short 
Man”, or “Bubka” - would be 
“mad as a snake” after a par- 
ticular result. But when the 
goalkeeper's team, Southamp- 
ton, “steamrolled" Coventry 3- 
1 in a powerful performance 


after the Midlanders had taken 
the lead, Lim, who was at the 
game, supposedly told him: 
“Tonight you had no chance. 
No chance, Mr Grobbelaar.” 

The clusters of telephone 
calls between the defendants, 
gleaned from laboriously rifting 
telephone records, is said to 
show that the members of the 
scheme would often discuss in 
advance which games to 
“chuck”. The ability of mobile 
telephone networks to tell in 
which cell site area a phone is 
being used has been drawn on 
by the prosecution to “prove” 
where certain defendants were 
at certain times. These include 
an alleged occasion the night 
before a Liverpool/Norwich 
City game when Grobbelaar 
asked his Liverpool room-mate 
to cover for him as he left the 
team hotel to meet Lim at the 
Hilton Hotel, Park Lane, Lon- 
don. to pick up £500 expenses. 

T his lengthy matching of 
hundreds of telephone 
calls with the supposed 
movement of the defendants, 
contributed to the length and 
technicality of the prosecution 
opening. 

The pace may change when 
the prosecution witness, Mr 
Vincent, gives evidence on 
Monday. It was his decision to 
approach The Sun newspaper 
for financial gain with allega- 
tions about Grobbelaar and 
match-fixing which triggered a 
police investigation. 

The exchanges between him 
and Grobbelaar, taped by The 
Sun in what has been described 
as a “sting” operation, and read 
to the jury, have provided 
details of supposedly “thrown” 
matches and Grobbelaar's 
alleged payments, including: 
one of £40,000 handed over bp 
Fashanu after Liverpool lost 3- 
0 to Newcastle. 

The fellow Zimbabweans 
were involved in a safari busi- 
ness, and were dose friends, but 
when they feD out in a row over 
money Mr Vincent approached 
the newspaper, which printed 
what Mr Calvert Smith des- 
cribed as a “sensational” story. 
Once the sting had become 
public, Hampshire police began 
a lengthy investigation. Just 
how much of it was true and 
can be proven will be known 
when the jury brings in its ver- 
dict some time in March. 

Meanwhile, Mr lim and the 
three footballers mil continue 
their lengthy stay in the dock. 
So far they have shown little 
emotion, preferring to sit bolt 
upright and poker-faced in 
slick, very soccer-player suits. 

Grobbelaar, though, did 
react when the juiy was shown 
his unsuccessful effort to stop 
the Dion Dublin goal against 
Coventry City. A nervous, pos- $ 
sibly embarrassed srnOe came 
to his Ups as the video showed 
the ball plopping gently into the 
net. 

But, as Mr Calvert Smith 
said early in the trial, any goal- 
keeper can make a mistake. 



As a student I was always 
in debt, and attempting to 
juggle resources available 
with all mv expenses was an 
almost impossible task 
sometimes. Banks had to be 
constantly Ued to, cajoled and 
ignored when things got tight. 

From what I remember of 
my bank and the banks of 
friends, although they got 
prelty shirty and refused 
increased overdrafts from 
time to time, the}’ certainly 
did not ever threaten to send 
the bailiffs in. And 1 never 
came across a student who 
attempted suidde because of 
threats from the bank. What 
an appalling and pointless 
waste of a life for a 
Manchester stude nt to kfll 
himself over £778. It seems 

that there has been a real 

change in attitude to students 
these days, led, of course, by 
our caring, sharing 
Government, 

Being a student used to be 
a carefree time, during which 
many 18- to 20-year-olds got 
their last taste of gloriously 
irresponsible freedom before 
knuckling under to a grown- 
up life of drudgery and 
sobriety. The fact that it was 
not available to all was the 
biggest problem. Now student 
life is just another period of 
the relentless struggle that so 
many people have lo go 
through as adults. 


The Advertising Standards 
Authority has ruled that a 
poster used to advertise 
Harvey Nichols, the nobs' 
shop, which portrayed a 
supermodel wearing a dog 
lead, is not sexist. 

I don't know bow many 
people have seen the brilliant 
heavy metal spoof This is 
Spinal Tap, but I remember a 
scene in which the band's new 
album. Sniff the Glove, and its 
cover were being discussed 
The cover portrayed a naked 
woman with a dog lead on 
and I remember people in the 
cinema laughing 
uproariously because it was 
so obviously offensive and 
ridiculous and so 
quintessentially “heavy 
metaF. 

It seems those days are 
gone. The more we move 
backwards in tune and 
women increasingly allow 
themselves to be portrayed as 
passive, controlled things, 
like wot they did in the old 
days, the more blokes are 
going to crap on us, like wot 
they did in the old days. 
What’s next on Harvey Nick's 
advertising agenda - spot of 
wife beating, perhaps? 

Harvey Nicks is, of course. 

Ihe Queen of Hearts* 
favourite shopping 
experience, but she has had to 
forgo flashing ihe gold card 



week 


*■> 


for a bit because she is off 
round the world being 
humanitarian and not 
political. I don't really know if 
she knows what shc's’bcin* 
to he honest, except that she 
thinks we might all like her a 
bit more for it. 

No one is denying the 
appalling damage that land- 
mines do Lo human limbs, or 
the cynical policy the Tories 
have towards the existence of 
the things, but surely Diana 
should stop playing at global 
Lady Bountiful and sort 
herself uuL She is currently 
contributing to the stock of 
rich, posh people opening 
[heir mouths on relatively 
safe political issues for effect, 
while continuing to feud a 
dch's life in various dubs and 
al polo matches. 

I don l give a loss about 
which royal cares more ahnut 
which underprivileged issue. 

If they really gave a monkev's 


about the plight of the 
world's put-upon. they'd start 
by bringing the monarchy 
down faster than you could 
say, "Pass the beluga, 
darling”. 

Meanwhile, old Ferrers is 
desperately trying to pay off 
her rather large debts by 

t ^ C S ga ■® 0B Sreen ones 
off Weight Watchers. (Just 
think how many bars of choc 
that would get you.) 

Weight Watchers tends to 
use humiliation as a tool to 
control the ravenous 
appetites of its members by 
weighing them in front of 
their peers and having a go 
^-•The Duchess of ^ 

Irith ib *** WeM ac quainted 
with the concept of 

humiliation, haring run the 

gauntlet of tabloid savagery 

for some years. Still, no 7 

transparent attempt for her 

at winning the heaVts and 


minds of the people, she just 
wants the dosh. 

Country Life is not a 
magazine I buy and therefore 
I associate it only with 
agonising trips to have my 
molars mucked about with. 

But that's not the only reason 
I don’t like it. I don’t like it 
because it represents a smug, 

privileged group of hereditary 
morons who should have 
been chased off their land 
years ago. It consists mainly 
of artiejes about huntin' and 
fishin’, pictures of rich girls 
destined to be hitched to 
personality-free, chinless 
wonders, and adverts for 
jackets that cost more than 
your average person spends 
on a holiday. Its anachronistic 
presence in cur midst is a' 
sharp reminder of all the 
hoorays who are still tearing 
apart the fox population for a 
laugh. This sad publication 
has seen fit to mag itself into 
the 20th century by including 
some women without any 
clothes on between its shiny 
covers. The emphasis is on 
“tasteful”, you understand. 

No one with a 

comprehensive education wifi 
get a look in here. Onewould^> ; 
have hoped that Country lift - 
might have hauled itself up to 
date by just not existing any 
more, m just have to stop . 
going to the dentisL* 
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f Labour is right 
not to want to 
bankroll the 
ill-judged 
Millennium 
Exhibition 
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I f ever you feel inclined 
to bend lo the “wouldn't 
it be better if a committee 
of wise men and women ran 
the country?" argument {a 
variant of which is to praise 
the House of Lords, 
precisely because it is not 
democratically elected), stop 
quickly, and say these two 
words: ‘'Millennium 
Exhibition". 

As I write, a huge attempt 
is underway to save the 
project, which is to be based 
on contaminated land of 
a former gas works in the 
London borough of 
Greenwich. 

The problem, we are told, 
is that the materials from 
which the Greenwich 
Millennium dome is to be 
made must be ordered right 
now - this minute - if they 
are to arrive in rime. To do 
that the project must be sure 
of that section of its funding 
that is pledged by the private 
sector. And the private 
companies will not stump up 
unless the Government 
guarantees extra Lottery 
support, if required, to 
minimise possible losses. 

But - and here’s the twist - 
‘s the Labour government 
hose support they are 
iemanding, and Labour is not 
keen on giving that pledge. 

On Thursday the Evening 
Standard - whose columnist 
Simon Jenkins is a leading 
member of the Millennium 
Commission - laid into 
Labour’s refusal to commit 
itself! 

Labour had “almost 
certainly doomed" the whole 
enterprise. The shadow 
Heritage Secretary had 
“dithered, dallied and 
holidayed" while a project 
“involving hundreds of 
millions of pounds and 
thousands of jobs has ... 
awaited a clear judgement 
from him". With the certainty 
of inside knowledge it stated 
that at “every stage Labour 
has been told as much as 
government ministers about 
the Greenwich project”. 

Finally, it asserted such 
prevarication was “a grim 
omen for the future". 

There is something surreal 
about all this. While it is 
certainly true that 
Dr Cunningham’s enthusiasm 
for his brief (following a 
spell as shadow Foreign 
Secretary) is noL substantial, 
and his work rate is 
unprodigious. can it really be 
tine that a huge project, 
planned by a committee 
(appointed not long after the 
last election four-and-a-half 
years ago), should depend on 
commitments from an 
opposition that has not been 
in power in this country 


for nearly two decades? 

There is a dispute about 
who told whom what and 
when. Dr Cunningham argues 
that the urgent need for 
Labour in opposition to write 
a blank cheque (payable by 
Labour in government) for up 
to £50flm in Lottery money 
over two years is a recent " 
phenomenon. And it must be 
any reasonable person's 
suspicion that had the private 
sector poured money into the 
venture at the rale originally 
anticipated. Dr Jack’s" 
agreement would not have 
been so assiduously sought. 

But Lhe private sector has 
not slumped up. The 
chairman of the project 
resigned last month. And the 
public have not been excited 
by the scheme. 

The idea of an immense 
exhibition on the theme of 
time has failed to set the 
nation alight - and the 
prospect of the site’s long- 
term use as yet another 
sports or leisure centre is 
depressing, rather than 
uplifting. The budget for the 
Exhibition, already high, went 
higher, and then was slashed 
as the ambitious nature of the 
plan was scaled down. Even 
so there is a massive 
contingency element, which if 
entirety spent, would absorb 
£200m alone. 

From the day when Tony 
and Gordon become next- ’ 
door neighbours in Downing 
Street, all kinds of folks will 
be looking for lots of cash, 
and will be turned away. 

To find the money for the 
projects that the new 
government will regard as 
essentia], will mean scouring 
budgets, fiddling with 
invisible allowances and tax 
rales and - not least - 
applying Lottery monies to 
things like homework centres 
(it is instructive that most of 
the criticism of Labour's 
homework plans focused on 
those children who had 
nowhere to study). Putting up 
VAT and income tax rates wUl 
not be an option. 

Now ask yourself which you 
would rather have, a network 
of homework centres fitting 
into a plan to transform the 
education of under- 
achievers? Or a guarantee to 
an unelected bunch of 
journalists and quango-ites, 
that their overruns on an 
insufficiently popular project 
wfll be bankrolled? 

So my message to Tbny 
Blair is this. Do not be bullied 
by the likes of the Standard 
and the members of the 
HcritariaL The electorate will 
have put you in power to 
achieve much more important 
things than indulging such 
people’s whims. Say No. 
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... and some real 
reasons to party 
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the millennium; 
,~i -*. there are more worthy 

anniversaries around. For thus 
: - year sees the bicentenary of the 
first recorded appearance of 
the word “centennial", and if 
that’s not worth a party in 
Greenwich, I don't know what 
is. Unless it’s the centenary of 
“jock-strap", the tricentenary 
of “what's-bis-name" (first 
used byDryden ) and the 700th 
anniversary of such basic con- 
a$ “marriage”, “duty" . 
iuer and “sodomy”. 

.. A search through the Oxford 
' English Dictionary on CD-Rom 

■ ' * . o v' shows 1897 to have been a year 

. of bad emotions. Algophobia 

(fear of pain) and anhedonia 
. : 7 •■■■>'/. (absence of pleasure) both 
.* .',•*! y*. nade their first appearance. 

, ■ Before then, also, uoknickered 

• ■’ 7 -:A au pair could be reshuffled on 

' '■* the Davenport. 

' ■ V. ' By contrast, 1797 was ayear 
. • ' ' 1 . . ; of ideological iconoclasm wi th 

- the antisocial propagandist 
Phenomenology of the time 

• ; • • A enabling the first autobiograpliy 

' ( . • of a manageress with a taste 

. . ;/ i; ftoffmofitar. 

>•' The year 1697 broughL us the 

7 Gist hailstorm and thunder- 

■ ' J. doud. Not the weather for hav- 

- : “ig a barbecue, sailing one's 

. • a . . catamaran or engaging in uri- 


nation (in its original meaning 
of diving). 

A chap in 1597 could have 
been rendered frigid, or infer- 
tile, by the incompetent removal 
of his scrotum. It was also the 
first time anyone- became legless 

(though its connection with al- 
cohol dates back only to 1976). 

Talking of which, inebriate hit 
the language in 1497, which 
seems to have displeased his 
spouse. Why else should she 
excoriate the victim with a 
rolling-pml She could even 
have used the pilliwinks of 1397 
- a form of thumbscrews 
designed for the fingers. 

Thanks to Robert of 
Gloucester’s Metrical Chron- 
icles , 1297 provided a rich 
word-harvest An aunt could 
prepare dinner for her niece or 
nephew or accuse a bachelor of 
causing her pain, the bastard. 

And why not bring back 
some words that have not sur- 
vived the centuries? While 
gabfesi (1897: a gathering for 
talk) is not to be encouraged, 
might we not profit from more 
amorism (1897: loving senti- 
ment)? Ler’s reinstate it before 
we forsloth (1297: to lose 
through idleneffi) the chance. 

William Hartston 


Justice for the military 
is far from uniform 


U 


F ast-track jus- 
tice" was 
how it was 
being viewed 
in west Bel- 
fast, as Lee Clegg and his sup- 
porters celebrated the deci- 
sion by Sir Patrick Mayhcw, 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, lo refer his murder 
conviction back to the Court of 
Appeal after a mere six 
months' consideration. 

There is no doubt that the 
paratrooper, who served two 
years of his sentence for the 
killing of a teenage joyrider on 
a pre-ceasefire September 
night in 1990, has an arguable 
case. An inch-thick dossier of 
detailed ballistic and forensic 
evidence sent lo Sir Patrick last 
July suggests that the fourth of 
four shots said to have been 
fired from his rifle - ruled as 
excessive force by the trial 
judge because any danger from 
the car that had raced towards 
his patrol had passed - could 
have come from the weapon of 
another soldier. 

There seems little doubt 
either that Gegg, now a lance- 
corporal and a PT instructor at 
the parachute training centre 
in Catterick in North York- 
shire, was the victim of a pros- 
ecution which was far from 
even-handed about the events 
that night. 

Why was it that of the group 
of soldiers firing a volley of bul- 
lets out on the Glen Road in 
the darkness, only 21-year-old 
Pte Gegg, the youngest in the 
patrol, was singled out for the 
murder of 18-year-old Karen 
Reilly, a passenger in the car? 
Forensic evidence presented to 
Sir Patrick indicates not only 
that the murder bullet was 
fired by someone else, but also 
that one of the men in another 
“brick" of soldiers further 
down the road fired the shot 
which killed 17-year-old Mar- 
tin Peake, the driver of the 
stolen VauxhaE Astra, again at 
a time when the need for self- 
defence had passed. That bul- 
let was never found. But there 
was no “common purpose" 
prosecution involving the other 
soldiers, the device frequently 
used to secure murder convic- 
tions in other Northern Ireland 
cases where the Crown cannot 
prove who inflicted a fatality. 

As one former paratrooper 
present that night has put it. 
“all of us could have been 
charged with murder". Instead, 
the seeds had been sown for 
the unprecedented phenome- 
non of a miscarriage of justice 
campaign that had the backing 
of the Army’s top brass. 

By March 1995, Sir Patrick, 
not a man usually given to 
making hasty decisions. 


by Patricia Wynn Davies 



Case far from closed: Pte Clegs protesters demonstrate against his release; the murdered teenager Karen Reilly 


Referring the Clegg case back to the Court of Appeal 
has only confirmed to the people of west Belfast that 
there is ‘fast-track’ justice for British soldiers 


referred the case to the 
Northern Ireland Life Sen- 
tence Review Board, in view 
of “exceptional mitigating" 
factors. Thousands of" people 
had rung into mainland news- 
papers demanding Clegg's 
release. 

By July, following a recom- 
mendation from the board, he 
was freed on licence. With the 
time spent on remand, be had 
seived a total of four years. It 
is the ensuing unrest on the 
streets of Belfast that stuck in 
people's minds. Less noticed 
was the action of Breidge 
Gadd, Northern Ireland's 


chief probation officer, whose 
sense of injustice led her to 
resign her membership of the 
board in protest at the case 
being reviewed seven years 
before tbe normal dale. The 
usual date of the first sub- 
stantive review of mandatory 
life sentence prisoners is 10 
years, and most serve 14 or 15. 
For many, the derision was 
proof of a system of differen.- 
tial justice. 

Clegg was not the first sol- 
dier to have secured early 
release. Eighteen-year-old Pri- 
vate Ian Thain, who shot 22- 
year-old Thomas Reilly, the 


road manager for the Bana- 
na rama pop group, was 
paroled after "serving 26 
months of a life sentence for 
murder. 

And now it seems that the 
two-tier approach could be in 
the process of securing legal, as 
well as political, baclong after 
a ruling in a Northern Ireland 
High Court case last month. 
Two Scots Guards who lost 
their appeals against convic- 
tions for murdering Belfast 
teenager Peter McBride in 
1992 argued that they were 
being treated less favourably 
than Pte Thain or paratrooper 


Gegg because Sir Patrick had 
decided in their cases that the 
question of release should noi 
be referred lo the review board 
until late 1998, still well short 
of the 1 U-year mark. The judge 
upheld a judicial review 
brought by the soldiers. James 
Fisher and Mark Wright, and 
directed tbe Northern Ireland 
Secretary to reconsider his 
decision. 

It was learned during the 
case that officials in the North- 
ern Ireland Office had recom- 
mended that Thain should be 
released after serving three 
years and 1 1 months, including 


time spent awaiting trial. The 
two Scottish soldiers have 
spent more than four years in 
custody. 

If soldiers are going to be 
compared with soldiers, and 
the rule of law mixed up with 
politics, there is little evidence 
of the system being prepared to 
compare the fate of soldiers 
with other cases where a mis- 
carriage of justice has been 
alleged. The derision to refer 
the Gegg case back to the 
Court of Appeal has only con- 
firmed in tbe minds of the peo- 
ple of west Belfast that there is 
fast-track justice for British 
soldiers while others who dis- 
pute their convictions make 
little headway in getting their 
cases returned to the courts. 

They include Billy Gorman, 
convicted at the age of 14 of 
murdering a policeman in 1980. 
He has served his 14 years but, 
like Gegg, wants the conviction 
expunged. At his trial, his coun- 
sel took the unusual step of 
putting Gorman back in Lhe 
witness box after he was found 
guilty to protest his innocence. 
Evidence that he was ill-Lreated 
in custody and that the police 
tampered with interview notes 
were submitted to the Northern 
Ireland Office. A few days ago, 
be had a communication from 
the authorities - lo be told 
there would be no prosecution 
of the police officers involved. 

Another long-standing 
application is that of Net! 
Latimer, one of the "UDR 
Four", who was convicted in 
1986 of the murder of a Roman 
Catholic. The most telling case 
of all, perhaps, is that of the so- 
called “Casement Three", who 
were convicted of Lhe murder 
of two Army corporals who 
had been dragged from (heir 
car near a Belfast funeral in 
1988 and beaten up in Case- 
ment Park before being driven 
away and killed by the IRA- No 
one had any difficulty in bring- 
ing a “common purpose” pros- 
ecution and securing a convic- 
tion here. No one alleged that 
any of the three were involved 
in the actual murder, or were 
present when the soldiers were 
murdered, or that they were 
significantly involved in the 
Icad-up to the murder or that 
they had paramilitary connec- 
tions or previous criminal 
records. 

The Committee on the 
Administration of Justice, the 
Northern Ireland civil liberties 
council, has concluded in the 
firmest terms that they are not 
guilty of murder. The Northern 
Ireland Office rejected their 
pica for their convictions to be 
reviewed again by the courts. 
But then cases like this never 
reached the Cabinet table. 


Don’t sell out the Tube 

A public-private partnership - not privatisation - is the solution 
to London Underground’s problems, says Glenda Jackson 


I f the Conservative Party loses the 
next election, it will be for many rea- 
sons: rises in tax, and the lies that 
accompanied them; weakness on law and 
order; the rundown of our schools and 
health services. But in London, a crucial 
battleground, there is another issue set to 
deal a heavy blow to the Tories’ electoral 
fortunes: Tube privatisation. 

It is important to understand what Tube 
privatisation is not. It is not, as ministers 
pretend, an imaginative attempt to intro- 
duce new funding into an ageing system. 
The Conservatives did not stumble into 
power yesterday, they did so 18 years ago. 
Were privatisation the answer, London 
Underground would already be privatised. 
John Major’s rushing where even 
Thatcher feared to tread indicates des- 
peration, not inspiration. 

His desperation is twofold. First, insuf- 
ficient growth has been generated to sup- 
port a network used daily by two-and-a- 
faalf milli on Londoners, most of whom 
vote. Second, there is Major’s need to pla- 
cate those in his party clamouring for a 
dose of the old-time privatisation religion. 
Major is trapped between the rock of a 
deeply unpopular policy, and the hard 
place of the radical Tory right 
But the derision to reach for the zero 
option of outright privatisation reveals 
more than just the desperation of an 
increasingly embattled leader. It also 
reveals- how the Conservative policy- 
making machine has reached the end of 
the line. Tb get to grips with London 
Underground’s problems it is important 
to face some hard facts. 

First, they will not be tackled by hurl- 
ing hmiti ess amounts of money around the 
network. Resources wfll be tight whoever 
is in power. The key is to ensure funding 
targets those areas of the system where it 
is most needed, and can be most effective. 
That is why when in government our pri- 
ority will be to join with the private sec- 
tor in channelling investment towards the 
core of the network, where the collapsing 
embankments, ageing signalling and 


crumbling tunnels now present a very real 
threat to the integrity of the system. Con- 
servative ministers reject this approach 
and conjure up ever grander visions. But, 
as ever, their promises are undermined by 
their record. In 18 years since they were 
elected, not a single new major infra- 
structure project has been completed ou 
the network. And it is no coincidence that 



Resources will 
be tight whoever 
is in power’ 


the last new project, the Jubilee Line, 
opened on 1 May, 1979, two days before 
Thatcher took office. 

Second, the Tube still suffers from sig- 
nificant waste and inefficiency. Much of 
this is the result of ministerial incompe- 
tence, as underlined by the Crossrail 
fiasco, which saw £126m squandered on 
a project that never left the drawing 
board. There are also doubts about 


whether tbe current methods of financing 
provide sufficient stability for the Under- 
ground to make best use of its available 
resources. Hence our commitment to a 
complete review of financing. 

Again, ministers reject this option, and 
in doing so they underline how a fear of 
change can be so much more costly than 
change itself. 

No government can tackle the problems 
facing the Tube on its own. Real improve- 
ments can only be made through secur- 
ing fresh investment from sources other 
than the already hard-pressed taxpayer 
and commuter. That is why we are com- 
mitted to securing a genuine partnership 
between government and business. 

The Conservatives have never been 
able to get to grips with tbe concept of 
private financing. Partly thai is because as 
a Labour initiative then instinctive reaction 
is to oppose iL For today’s Tory party, 
raised at (he shrine of market forces, and 
• schooled in the evils of “big government", 
the idea of employer and employee, or 
state and business, working together is 
anathema. So great is the Government's 
opposition to such a partnership that 
Chancellor Kenneth Garke recently 
warned London businesses to “stop rattling 
the can" for the Underground. 

But if the Tories recoil in horror at the 
concept of cooperation, that is their prob- 
lem. London businesses have shown their 
keenness to seek a solution to London’s 
transport crisis. And we intend to work 
with them, to start lo put London Under- 
ground back on track. 

The Evening Standard described John 
Major’s privatisation plans for the Tube 
as the u the longest suicide note in history". 
That underestimates the desperation with 
which he will fight to stay in Downing 
Street. But if Tube privatisation does play 
a part in John Major’s downfall, it may 
turn out to be the saviour of London’s 
transport system after all. 

The author is MP for Hampstead and a 
Labour spokesman on transport. 
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Charlie and 
the Chocolate 
Factory. 


On Monday Waurrslone’.s '"ill be.- publishing an 
essential guide to 20th Century bierainre: 
the I 00 greatest hooks of the century, as voted for 
be Waterstone's customers and ( fumnel 1 viewers. 
How mam of them will vou have read? What will be 
at number one: Is Charlie and ihc Chocolate 
Factorv realh lhe !5-5ih greatest book of tbe century? 

To find out what some well known names think 
about lhe lop 100. watch Book Choice on Channel 4 

every evening next week at 7. 53 pm. 
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WATERSTONE'S 

BOOKS OF THE CENTURY. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH CHANNEL 1. 

Website: http:- wuw-watervUinr*.. co.uk 
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Crisis deepens at Morgan Grenfell 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
plunged deeper into crisis yes- 
terday after Nicola Horlick, 
the City's “Superwoman”, 
threatened to take legal action 
against the firm and jumped on 
a plane to the bank's head of- 
fice in Frankfurt to demand 
back her £lm-a-year job. 

Two diametrically opposed 
versions of the events of the last 
week were issued yesterday by 
the DMG and Horlick camps, 
as Mrs Horlick confronted a se- 


Sparks fly at fund management firm as Nicola Horlick goes on publicity offensive to win her job back 


oior legal official of Deutsche 
Bank at the group’s Frankfurt 
head office. 

Mrs Horlick, who has just 
turned 36, earned her title “Su- 
perwoman" for her reputation 
of being able to combine a 
hectic famil y life - she has five 
children and an investment 
banker husband - and her de- 
manding job as head of Morgan 
Grenfell’s £1 Sbn pensions fond 
business. 

Her hitherto unblemished 


career was thrown into the 
limelight on Tuesday when 
Robert Smith, the new chief ex- 
ecutive of Morgan Grenfell As- 
set Management, suspended 
her for alleged breach of con- 
tract after suspecting she had 
been attempting to poach staff 
to move to a rival fund man- 
agement group. 

“She has claims for unfair and 
wrongful dismissal,” said John 
Farr, her solictor at Herbert 
Smith, the law firm. The- claim 


is sizable, running to at least 
£lm. 

Sbe denied the accusations by 
the firm that she had been in 
talks with another employer 
and trying to take her current 
team with her. 

“There has be&n a very large 
misunderstanding. They should 
have asked me, they decided to 
suspend me on the basis of 
hearsay." Mrs Horlick said as 
she arrived in Frankfurt yes- 
terday afternoon. 


By then calm and collected, 
she had earlier charged into 
MGAM’s London offices in 
Finsbury Circus, accompanied 
by photographers, demanding 
to meet Mr Smith. 

She failed to find him or 
Michael Dobson, chief execu- 
tive of Deutsche Morgan Gren- 
fell, the investment bank of 
which MGAM is a part 
So, at lunchtime, sbe rang 
BBC2’s Working Lunch pro-’ 
gramme from Heathrow airport 


to announce her intentions to 
meet the board of Deutsche 
Bank in Frankfurt. *Tm going 
to go and say this is the case, 
these are the facts, I think it is 
unfair. I've built you a vciy suc- 
cessful business.” 

-Tm very keen to stick to ray 
team and do the best I can for 
my clients." Mrs Horlick said. 

Mr Smith said the remaining 
30 fund managers at the firm 
had written yesterday to the 350 
UK diems and confirmed they 


all intended to stay with 
MGAM. 

Her actions prompted anger 
among many of her colleagues 
in the leafy surrounds of Fins- 
bury Square in the City, where 
there has never in living mem- 
ory been -such a public dispute 
about a resignation. 

“As a result of all this she's 
lost a lot of friends," said one 
source who bad been speaking 
with sources inside MGAM. 

Her departure has added to 


the problems of the Peter Yop- 
ung affair and are likefy to raise 
serious questionmarfcs in Frank- 
furt about the management in 
London, headed by Mr Dobson. 
After the Peter Young affair, 
Rolf Breuer - soon to be the 
chairman of Deutsche - inves- 
tigated the London operation 
but left it more or less intact, and 
it did not affect the career of Mr 
Dobson, a main board member. 

With the second fiasco, a se- 
nior investment adviser said 
“If you were sitting in Frankfurt 
you would be pretty concerned 
about this." 


‘No other course 
of action but to 
suspend her 1 


Jill Treanor 


Robert Smith, the newly installed 
chief executive of Morgan Gren- 
fell Asset Management, was 
adamant yesterday that he had ev- 
idence that Nicola Horlick had 
been attempting to poach key 
staff to move to another firm. He 
disputed her version of events 
point by point 

He said the evidence of poach- 
ing was the reason why he sus- 
pended her from her £lin-a-year 
job on Tuesday, even though only 
the previous Friday he had of- 
fered her the promotion she so 
clearly wanted. Mr Smith saw her 
as his obvious successor as soon 
as she returned from maternity 
leave in October, and had dis- 
cussed this with her on a num- 
ber of occasions. 

The job offer last Friday came 
after a meeting between Mr 
Smith and the six top members 
of her staff that day. At this meet- 
ing it emerged that the staff be- 
lieved she was planning to leave, 
and wished to take some of them 
with her. 

“They alleged that she was 
planning to take a team out, and 
the members did not want to ga,” 
said Mr Smith. However, it was 
not this alleged attempt to per- 
suade staff to follow her that led 
to her dismissal. Rather, it led to 
an offer of promotion to keep her 
and the team. 

Mr Smith offered her a job as 
bis number two - managing di- 
rector of Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management - and they shook 
hands. The offer was not in 
writing but, said Mr Smith yes- 
terday, “My word is my bond.” 

He went back to his Scottish 
borne that weekend believing he 
bad defused the situation. But, 
be took a phone call which 
aroused his suspicions that she 
was still approaching senior 
managers about moving en 
masse to a rival firm. 

Mr Smith refuses to say who 
made the phone call but it was 


clearly from someone he knew 
and dusted. 

“The caller gave me infor- 
mation which suggested she had 
a hidden agenda," Mr Smith 
said. He spent the weekend fol- 
lowing up the leads, and puisued 
his enquiries on Monday. By 
Tuesday he knew be had no oth- 
er course of action than to sus- 
pend her. 

He said he followed all the of- 
ficial internal procedures, which 
give the person under suspension 
the chance to reply. They agreed 
that she would attend a discipli- 
nary hearing which would take 
place yesterday. 

“1 was quite convinced there 
was a case to answer,” he said. 
But that hearing did not took 
place. Mrs Horlick instead vist- 
ed Mr Smith on Wednesday to 
talk over the events and on 
Thursday her resignation was 
faxed by her lawyer to Morgan 
Grenfell’s lawyer. 

In a memo to his 700 strong 
staff yesterday he said he stood 
by his actions. “We are com- 
pletely satisfied that we have act- 
ed properly throughout. 
MGAM is a great business. 1 
have received whole hearted 
support for the management 
team in dealing with this matter. 

“We are looking forward to 
continuing the development of 
the business in 1997 and beyond 
No one individual is bigger than 
the institution.” 

Mrs Horlick had been pity- 
ing key role in rebuilding client 
rdatkrnships and staff morale af- 
ter the Peter Young fiasco last 
year. Morgan Grenfell insiders 
admit she was furious about 
Michael Dobdon's handling of 
the Keith F^rcy affair but are re- 
luctant to say that they agreed 
with her. 

Asked whether MGAM in 
general or the pension fond 
business would be hurt, Mr 
Smith said: “It’s not very pretty 
reading, of course ... but I don’t 
think it mil do lasting damage." 



Opposing forces (clockwise from above): Nicoia Horlick; Michael Dobson, chief executive of Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell; Robert Smith, chief executive of MGAM; and Rolf Breuer, soon to be the chairman of Deutsche 


All in a busy day: 'Superwoman' flies from London to Frankfurt 


‘It’s a disgrace 
and untrue’ 
friends maintain 


Early morning - Hofcte impromptu 
press conference outside her 
Kensington home. Dashes off to the 
City In her bright red AJfa -Romeo for 
showdown with Robert Smith, chief 
executive of Morgan Grenfell. 

10.30am - Storms into Morgan 
Grenfell's City offices with media 


entourage in tow. Sweeps past secu- 
rity ©jarti. and strafe into her oid office. 

10.35am - Robert Smith was not in 
the office, and she is ejected from 
Morgm's bufcfing by Marjyn Dran, heed 
of personnel 

Noon - Gives tow interviews to BBC TV. 


Lunchtime - Flies from Heathrow to 
Frankfurt to confront Cteutscte Morgan 
Grenfell chiefs. 

Early afternoon - Mates two phone 
calls on arrival, told Deutsche 
management will not meet her, and 
then books return flight. 


Mid-afternoon - Pushes on regardless. 
Meets unnamed official at Deutsche's 
headquarters, accompanied by a 
reporter from Reuters to act as her 
witness. 


Nicola Horlick vowed last night 
to “undo the great wrong that has 
been done against me", accusing 
her former employer, Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management, of 
orchestrating a press campaign 
against her which had distorted 
and misreported events. 

According to friends, Mrs 
Horlick had done her utmost to 
hold her team together in the 
face of threats from a group of 
five key fond managers. She 
acted as their go-between with 
MGAM’s chief executive, 
Robert Smith. 

“Then the company turns 
round and accuses her of being 
the ring leader,” the friend 
said. “It's a disgrace and com- 
pletely untrue. She's a veiy de- 
termined woman, a sort of 
young Margaret Thatcher, and 
she's going to get this thing cor- 
rected come hell or high water.” 

Sources sympathetic to Mrs 
Horliek’s position say she was 
profoundly shocked by the way 
in which Keith Percy, the man 
who had recruited her. was fired 
with four colleagues in the wake 
of the Peter Young debacle. 

She believed Mr Percy had 
been made a scapegoat and had 
fallen victim to a press campaign 
to get rid of him. She had been 
horrified by the way in which his 
sacking had been leaked and did 
not believe a claim by Michael 
Dobson, head of Deutsche Mor- 
gan Grenfell in London, that the 
leak had not come in an autho- 
rised fashion from the company’s 
public relations firm, Brunswick. 

But she fought hard to keep 
clients, assuring them that she 
had no intention of leaving. 
Morale had none the less gone 
into a rapid downward spiral. 

it was also a difficult time for 
Mrs Horlick on the domestic 
front. Her daughter's leukaemia 
had relapsed and the child was 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

During this period Mre Hor- 
lick had gone to Robert Smith, 
subsequently appointed chief 


executive, and begged him to 
help her hold the business to- 
gether. However, once in the 
top job, Mr Smith abandoned 
Mr Percy’s open plan desk 
structure and had his own office 
installed “with frosted glass”. 

For many this proved the fi- 
nal straw. Three weeks before 
Christmas Mrs Horlick went to 
Mr Smith to tell him that some 
younger members of the team 
were getting “fractious”. 

Two weeks before Christmas 
a senior member of that team 
came to Mrs Horlick and said 
that he had received an ulti- 
matum from five colleagues 
that if she were not given a po- 
sition of authority to sort out the 
mess they would all leave. Mrs 
Horlick discussed the threat 
with her business committee A 
which she expressed her o&n 
loyalty to the company. 

It was agreed that the busi- 
ness committee would agree a 
title for Mis Horlick which 
would give her the authority to 
pull the organisation together. 

On the afternoon of 10 Janu- 
ary Robert Smith offered her the 
title of managing director. There 
was a long discussion about 
future plans for the business. Mrs 
Horiick was also told what her 
bonus for 1996 would be. Even- 
tually she accepted the position. 
She met the rebels again long into 
the night, and finally succeeded 
in convincing them to stay. 

This Monday, rumours began 
to circulate about mass detec- 
tions from MGAM. Mis Hor- 
lick was called at home by “a 
good friend” about the ru- 
mours, which included her, but 
utterly denied them. 

The next day she was sum- 
moned to Mr Smith’s office 
where she was suspended for al- 
leged breach of contract. t- 

She was escorted to her of- 
fice to collect her belongings, 
told to hand in her pass to the 
building and ordered not to talk 
to staff or journalists. 


Impatient LVMH chief 
cuts stake in Guinness 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


LVMH cut its 21 per cent stake 
in Guinness by a third yester- 
day. raising £5 59m to help pay 
for its purchase of a controlling 
stake in DFS. the world's largest 
duty-free shopping group. The 
placing of the stake by Goldman 
Sachs with about 100 'institutions 
reflected, analysts said, the 
growing impatience of LVMH 
chief Bernard Arnault with 
Guinness's poor share price 
performance in recent years. 

Guinness used the placing as 
an opportunity to buy in 13 per 
cent of its own shares at a dis- 
count to yesterday's opening 
price of 43bp. It paid 414p 
each for all the shares Goldman 


Sachs offered it and is thought 
to have wanted to buy in more, 
having already bought in 5 per 
cent of its shares last March for 
£463m. 

The sale is understood to 
have been driven by a number 
of factors, including LVMJTs 
rumoured interest in buying 
Lhe whole of DFS. It currently 
owns 53.75 per cent. LVMH is 
also thought to have been unim- 
pressed by Guinness's trading 
statement earlier this week, in 
which the beer and spirits group 
indicated continuing volume 
and pricing pressures in its 
United Distillers spirits arm. 

LVMH said it planned to re- 
tain its remaining 14 per cent 
stake in Guinness, removing a 
potential overhang of shares 
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tbat had acted as a drag on 
Guinness’s share price. Ac- 
cording to the terms of a cross- 
shareholding arrangement 
between the two. LVMH is 
now prohibited from increasing 
its stake above 15 per cent. 

LVMH took a shareholding in 
Guinness in 1988 in the wake of 
the illegal share support deba- 
cle during the then brewing 
company's bid for United Dis- 
tillers. Initially both companies 
held 12 per cent of each other’s 
shares but the holdings increased 
to 24 per cent each by 1990. 

In January 1994. a restruc- 
turing of the agreement was ef- 
fected to quell City concerns 
about Guinness having a large 
holding in what had become" a 
media and luxury goods group. 


Siemens does U-turn 
with offer for Parsons 


Chris Godsmark 


Siemens, the German electrical 
engineering group, has made an 
offer to buy Parsons. Rolls- 
Royce's historic Tyneside steam 
turbine business, which could 
save l.OUO jobs at the site. 

The surprise news came just 
a rnorulj after Siemens’ top 
management in Gvimany had 
apparently ruled out interest in 
Parsons, describing the com- 
pany as “covered in red ink” in 
an industry burdened by huge 
overcapacity. 

The renewed interest fol- 
lows the announcement by 
Siemens’ British management 
last week that it wanted to re- 
focus its strategy from manu- 
facturing to services. A source 
close to the company suggest- 
ed Parsons could bolster 
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Siemens’ power station servic- 
ing and contracting operations. 

Jurgen Gehrels. Siemens*’ 
chief executive in the UK, said: 
“We are always looking at busi- 
ness opportunities, especially 
(hose where we can strengthen 
the position of our individual 
business and areas where we 
could improve the service we 
provide to our customers. I 
don’t know yet whether Parsons 
is such a business opportunity 
but we are looking at it." 

The news came as Rolls- 
Rnvce announced the loss of 
335 jobs at Parsons from 
Monday. Barney McGill, 
representing the Confedera- 
tion of Shipbuilding and Engi- 
neering Unions, said he would 
negotiate with management in 
an attempt to head off further 
redundancies. 
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oigiiis poi lllCli 

to launch super jumb 

Michael Harrison f'ict lull/ TT..H _ -«■ .... 


Airbus Industrie, the Euro- 
pean aircraft manufacturer, 
yesterday moved a step eiicser 
to launching its planned ii?0- 
seat super jumbo by signing up 
Dutch and Belgian risk-sharing 
partners on the project. 

The four-nation consortium 
aims to find risk-sharing part- 
ners for 40 per cent of the air- 
craft. endenamed the A3XX. 
which is expected to cost at least 
S8bn to develop and should en- 
ter service in 2003. 

The agreements signed yes- 
terday are with Belairhus of Bel- 
gium and Fokker Aviation of 
the Netherlands, which was 
bought from the collapsed par- 
ent company by the Stork group 
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last July. The two partners will 
get business worth about S2bn 
on the A3XX programme. 

Alenia of Italy is already a 
risk-sharing partner on the 
A3XX and other backers are 
being sought in Korea and else- 
where in the Pacific Rim. 

Earlier this week the four 
Airbus partners - British Aero- 
space, Aerospatiale of France, 
Daimler-Benz of Germany and 
Casa of Spain - signed a bind- 
ing memorandum of under- 
standing 10 convert ihc 
consortium into a limited com- 
pany in 1999. 

The partners have made the 
A.4.v\ programme conditional 
on the restructuring of Airbus 
into a fully commercial com- 
pany. Airbus expects to get au- 


thorisation to offer the / 
to customers towards the < 
next year with the form; 
ahead at the end of 1999 

Boeing of the US pic 
launch its own super jumb 
747-600, at a cost of $5bn 
but there are. doubts wh 
the market will sustain r 
vai aircraft of thaL size. 

The A3 XX would Initis 
a double-decker aircraft i 
range of 8,500 miles, seatii 
passengers in three classe 
a stretched version is 
planned, seating 656 passe 
in three-class and 990 in s 
class configuration. 

Boeing’s stretched jv 
will seat 550 passengers in 
classes, compared with 
paaiy of just over 400 in thi 
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Superwoman destroys the City’s star system 


JEREMY WARNER 


‘Most management is 
filled with messy 
compromise but that 
an organisation can 
be held to ransom by 
any group of 
employees, and do 
things it doesn't 
necessarily want to 
do, is completely 
ridiculous’ 


Q uestion: Whal’.s the similarity between 
Nicola Hurlick and Chris Evans? An- 
swer: rhey both make more than a million 
a vear. they’ve both quit their jobs this week 
tflcr a mighty row with their employers, 
they ve both got above themselves and they 
were both out of control - quite how much 
depends on who you believe. Thai’s more or 
less where the comparison ends, for there 
tsn t much of a likeness in the hair colour. 
There might he one other thing that unites 
them, however. 

Personnel eruptions of this type tend to 
take place only in organisations which are 
on the ropes, in' crisis or going through a pro- 
tracted period of un managed change. They 
are rare, though not unheard of. in orderly, 
professionally managed companies with an 
established market position. In both these 
cases - Mr Evans at the BBC and Mrs Hor- 
lick at Morgan Grenfell Asset Management 
- it is a moot point as to who was most out 
of control, the employee or the employer. 

Hemmed in on all sides by commercial TV 
and radio, the BBC Isn’t wholly confident of 
what it’s trying to do any longer and as a con- 
sequence it displays all" the usual character- 
istics - drift and clutching at straws. The 
Peter Young fiasco has produced a different 
sort of crisis at MGAM. where the story is 
one of client defections, big losses and 
plunging morale. Both organisations have 
nonetheless become a breeding ground for 


festering discontent, naked ambition and 
rampant disloyalty. 

Whether it was Mrs Horlick or, as she 
would have us believe, an unrelated group 
of disaffected rebels who were threatening 
to resign, the point to be derived from it all 

is much the same - when employees stan 
holding a gun to an organisation’s head, and 
find, moreover, that their bravado actually 
has the sought-after effect, then there has 
got to be something seriously wrong with the 
organisation. 

Whatever the events that led up to her sus- 
pension, Mrs Horlick is perhaps the most 
striking evidence of this. Very few people, 
even in the City, earn .£lm a year. Hardly any 
fund managers who do not actually own or 
are partners in their own businesses do. The 
notable exception Is Tony Dye at PDFM, 
who once made that sort of money though 
he surely doesn't any longer. And Carol Gal- 
ley at Mercury Asset Management comes 
close. The others can probably be counted 
on the fingers of one hand. 

So what on earth is Mrs Horlick. who was 
no more than number four in the pecking 
order, doing earning this astonishing 
amount? By all accounts Mrs Horlick is an 
exceptionally talented and clever young 
woman, but "can she actually be worth that 
to any organisation? Somehow I doubt it. 
The fact that MGAM was apparently will- 
ing to pay it is evidence of a sickness in the 


City that goes well beyond that of 20 Fins- 
bury Circus (MGAM's City offices). 

It's about the individual becoming greater 
than the organisation, the idea of the star 
employee without whom everything would 
collapse. That individuals should think and 
believe this is nothing new or surprising. But 
that their organisations should come to 
accept it too is a quite bizarre and extraor- 
dinary thing, a failure in management of the 
oldest and most basic variety. But then we 
don't need any reminders about manage- 
ment failure at Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management, do wc? 

Mrs Horlick was a fund manager, no 
more, no less, and her success, in so far as 
it could be measured, was built on the good 
name and systems of her organisation. Even 
on her own version of events, what happened 
is a pretty damning indictment of the mod- 
em City. Most management is filled with 
messy compromise but that an organisation 
can he held to ransom by any group of 
employees, and do things it doesn’t neces- 
sarily want to do, is completely ridiculous. 
What Mrs Horlick claims happened, to 
precis it a bit, is this. A group of rebels came 
to her and said that unless she got a posi- 
tion which would give her the authority to 
pull things back together again in the com- 
pany. they would all leave. Mrs Horlick, you 
understand, was an entirely innocent pawn 
in all this. 


So an emissary was dispatched to the boss. 
Robert Smith, with the message that if he 
didn't give her a decent job, then they would 
leave. What Mr Smith should have done was 
called their bluff, but weakened as MGAM 
was. it appeared to him that the rebels had 
the upper hand and he agreed. What hap- 
pened after that will probably have to be left 
to the courts to decide. Why the sudden 
change of heart? Was it, as he claims, a sub- 
sequent telephone call in which he was told 
that Mm Horlick had all along been plan- 
ning to defect with the best of her team? Or 
is it. as Mrs Horlick claims, a question of 
being treated “despicably"? 

Either way the impression is of an organ- 
isation in a quite spectacular state of sham- 
bles. Deliberate encouragement of the star 
employee system, what is more, seems to be 
the ultimate cause. The Nicola Horlick 
affair hardly bears comparison with the 
dreadful scandal that preceded it But is it 
any surprise that an organisation which 
allows its employees to run amok in the man- 
ner of Peter Young should also suffer a tragi- 
comic personnel crisis of this son? And are 
star fund managers really what clients want 
these days? I’ve got my doubts about that 
too. It often helps on the retail side of the 
business to attach the name of a top per- 
forming fund management group to a prod- 
uct but - there is growing disillusionment in 
the institutional market. 


A fund manager who outperforms 4 per 
cent one year, achieving star status, isn’t ulti- 
mately much good if he gives it all back ibe 
□ext. What the big pension hinds increas- 
ingly demand is consistency and reliability. 
For that you need well-paid professionals, 
operating within strict investment guidelines 
and rules, but you don’t necessarily need the 
likes of Mrs Horlick and her £lm pay 
packet. 

That style of fund management will al- 
most certainly persist, but fit future it will 
probably belong more to the owner pro- 
prietor boutiques, ro the investment gurus 
and the high-risk hedge funds. Young as she 
is. Mis Horlick may in time come to be seen 
as a bit oF an investment management di- 
nosaur. Her demise could prove a water- 
shed, unambiguously marking the final 
triumph of a reliable but boring computer- 
driven, number-crunching stvle of fund 
management. 

As for MGAM, who knows what the dam- 
age might be? It is hard to know what the 
company's German masters, Deutsche Bank, 
made of Mrs Horlick’s extraordinary flight 
to Frankfurt last night, complete with a 
whole entourage of reporters and photog- 
raphers. But their belief in the City must be 
more than a little shaken. They must also be 
wondering what on earth it wis they bought 
when they paid all that money for" Morgan 
Grenfell seven years ago. 


Wallace 
gets top job 
at C&W’s 
cable arm 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


nm 


Cable & Wireless yesterday 
filled the management gap at 
top of its£5bn cable deal by 
pointing a director from 
ranada as chief executive of 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations. the new organisation 
formed out of the merger of its 
Mercury subsidiary with three 
cable operators. 

Graham Wallace, 48. is leav- 
ing his £320.000-a-year job as 
chief executive of Granada’s 
restaurants and services division 
to take up the post, starting on 
1 February. He will be paid a ba- 
sic salary of £375,000 a year, 
with long and short-term bonus- 
es and share options still being 
discussed with Dick Brown, 
C&W’s chief executive. 

Announcing the appoint- 
ment, C&W again denied that 
the timetable for the merger, 
which involves Bell Cablemedia, 
the UK operations of Video tr on 
and Nynex CableComms, had 
slipped Mr Wallace said: “I’ve 
observed fairly closely from 
where I've been silting and it's 
dead on track. This is not an is- 
sue. It’s still as we said last Oc- 
tober. Its still set for the spring." 

Asked whether there bad 
been some internal unhappiness 
at the link-up, he said: “There 
win always be some internal un- 
happiness around." 

Mr Wallace joined Granada 
in 1986, rising to finance di- 
rector three years later. By 


1990 he was running the tele- 
vision rental business, taking 
over to manage the largest of 
Granada's operations, the 
restaurants aim, in 1995. 

One of Mr Wallace’s first 
tasks will he to sort out snags in- 
volved with the complex job of 
merging the four organisations. 
Insiders m the cable companies 
have complained of a damaging 
cultural gulf, with the telephony- 
based Cable & Wireless often la- 
belled as bureaucratic. 

A senior cable source said 
yesterday: “Although he’s not 
strong on the telecoms side 
that’s a good sign for the in- 
dustry. It sends the signal that 
it is not a typical telephony- 
based operation. He’s also 
British and that’s fantastic." 

The appointment raises ques- 
tions over the long-term role of 
Peter Howell- Davies, Mercury s 
chief executive. Last night Mr 
Howell-Davies confirmed he 
had been on the short-list for the 
C&W Communications job but 
welcomed Mr Wallace's ap- 
pointment: "I’m personally dis- 
appointed at not getting the top 
job. I was a candidate and I’ll 
continue to run Mercury and 
move the business forward." 

The steering group oversee- 
ing the merger, which includes 
Mr Howell-Davies. Dan Sum- 
mers, chairman of Bell Cable- 
media, and John Killian, bead 
of Nynex CableComms, will 
meet on Monday to assess 
progress. The next move is to 
speed up the search for the rest 



PSBR ‘on course to hit target’ 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The Government insisted yes- 
terday that its borrowing plans 
were on course to meet the Bud- 
get target despite a bigger-than- 
cxpected gap between spending 
and revenues last month, and 
the embarrassing admission that 
the Treasury had miscalculated 
by£400m the amount Budget in- 
creases in air passenger duty and 
insurance premium tax would 
raise next vear. 

The financial markets 
shrugged off the disappointing 
figures. Shares in London set 
another record, passing the 
4,200 barrier, and the pound 
jumped more than two pfennigs 
to its highest level since Black 
Wednesday. 

The Treasury said the revision 
to the lax estimates applied only 


to 1997/98, and made no dif- 
ference to the medium-term 
policy. Although it would not 
spell "out the explanation, ana- 
lysts said the timin g suggested 
officials had calculated the yield 
on the increase in air passenger 
duty from April, when it comes 
into effect only in November. 

The increase from £5 to £10 
for European flights and from 
£10 to £20 for other flights is 
now expected to bring in only 
£500m. rather than £800m, 
while higher insurance premi- 
um lax is expected to yield 
fl.lbn rather than £1.2bu. 

The £400m shortfall repre- 
sents a small fraction of total 
government revenues of around 
£260bn a year. But the low-key 
announcement contrasted with 
the Chancellor's insistence on 
clawing back the £lbn higher 
VAT on domestic light and 


heat should have raised when he 
was defeated on this measure af- 
ter the 1994 Budget. 

The Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement was £2.1bD in 
December, compared to £0.6bn 
in the same month a year ear- 
lier. The figure was higher than 
expected mainly because of a 
cluster of government interest 
payments on “strippable" gilts. 
The introduction of gilts whose 
coupon payments can be 
“stripped" is giving debt inter- 
est payments a strong seasonal 
pattern. The PSBR, excluding 
privatisation proceeds, stands at 
£20.4bn so far this year, well 
down from £23.6bn at the same 
stage last year. Government 
spending grew 3 per cent in the 
year to December. 

Receipts grew faster than 
predicted. Although VAT re- 
ceipts last month were 10 per 


cent down on a year earlier, cor- 
poration tax revenues were 30 
per cent higher. 

Analysis said the PSBR was 
on track to hit the Budget tar- 
get of £26.4bn. “Wc believe the 
Treasury was deliberately cau- 
tious in its PSBR forecast for the 
current financial year," said 
David Walton at Goldman 
Sachs. The crucial months for the 
full year total will be January and 
March. The former is one of the 
most important months for cor- 
poration tax. And departmental 
spending could display a tradi- 
tional year- end surge. 

TheFTSE 100 index rose just 
over 10 points to end at 4,207.7. 
A surge in the US dollar thanks 
to favourable trade figures 
helped the pound rise more 
than two pfennigs to close at 
DM2.6890, its highest since the 
ERM crisis. 


Houses move out of 
negative equity 


Top guns: Graham Wallace (left) and Dick Brown announce 
the appointment Photograph: John Voos 


of the top executive team, with 
the aim of finalising the list by 
the end of the month. One hitch 
is that Stephen Pettit, the C&W 
director in overall charge of the 
steering group, is in hospital af- 
ter a car crash last week. 

Mr Wallace's move is the 
second top-level departure 
from Granada in a month. In 


December Duncan Lewis quit 
as head of the group’s media di- 
vision after a row with chief ex- 
ecutive Charles Alien. However 
Mr Wallace played down any 
suggestion that similar dis- 
agreements had led to his move. 
He is succeeded by Don Dav- 
enport, who runs Granada's 
roadside restaurant business. 


The number of homeowners liv- 
ing under the shadow of nega- 
tive equity dropped to 405.000 
by the end of 1996, a drop of 
more than 750,000 over the year, 
according to Woolwich Building 
Society, writes Nic CicnttL 

The reduction, caused by ris- 
ing house prices, brings the 
numbers of people in negative 
equity to the lowest levels since 
the first half of 1990. when the 
recession hit in earnest. 

John Stewart, group chief ex- 
ecutive at Woolwich, said yes- 
terday: “The significant fell over 
tbe last year is good news for 
homeowners and is another sign 
that we are now experiencing a 
sustained recovery. Further rises 
of 5 to 6 percent this year should 
remove more households from 
the negative equity trap." 

Despite the rise io bouse 
prices, a core of about 250,000 
hard-to-sell properties, mainly 
of those bought at the peak of 
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the boom in 1988, plus smaller 
studio-style flats, are unlikely to 
escape from the negative equity 
trap in 1997, Woolwich added 
Separately, the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors 
said total output in Britain’s 
construction industry is at its 
highest level since 1993. The 
construction workload grew by 
2.4 percent in the final quarter 
of 1996, the third consecutive 
quarterly rise. 


In Brief 


Picking up windfalls on the high street 


With most retailers having reported 
their Christmas tradings statements - 
Marks & Spencer and Burton, which 
report next week, are the notable 
exceptions - the high street book on 
1996 is gradually closing. Though 
there were clearly exceptions, it was 
generally a good year for retailers with 
Dixons even pinpointing the start of 
tbe recovery to a specific week in the 
spring. This was when the Tessa 
jnonev started to flow and tax cuts 
from the previous - Budget came into 
effect. 

As the chart shows, it was around 
that time that the retail chain store 
sector started to outperform the rest 
of the market. The sector continued 
its outperform a nee until last autumn 
when it started to decline. The reason 
then was fears that interest rates had 
bottomed out and that increases were 
on the horizon. 

Investors will now be focusing on the 

prospects for the sector in 1997 and 
which stocks will prove the pick of the 
crop. 

Most analysts are saying that 1997 
will prove another good year for 
retailers thanks to rising consumer 
spending and the added factor of build- 
ing society windfalls. Set against this 
is the prospect of rising interest rates 
which could dampen the celebrations 
considerably. 

Sectors that should reap the most 
handsome rewards from 1997 s 
windfall gains are likely to be the same 
ones which cam e top of the pile last 
yean DIY retailers, electricals and 
furnishings. 

These will be boosted not just by 
consumers’ propensity to buy big 
ticket items after their building society 
windfalls but also the improvements 
in the housing market. 

On that basis Dixons looks good 
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value as the dominant player in 
electrical retailing. It should also 
benefit from the March launch of the 
new Nintendo machine, which is set 
to become the “must have" computer 
hardware of tbe year- 

In furniture MFI has already 
performed strongly but could enjoy a 
further re-rating in 1997. Other slocks 
with exposure to the housing market 
should also benefit. That means 
Kingfisher, which owns B&Q as well 
as ComeL Items such as carpets and 
beds should also do well, though 
shares in some retailers in this market, 
such as Carpetright, are already 
expensive. 

But as the stock market typically 
looks around 18 months ahead, in- 
vestors need to be aware of tbe trends 
not just for 1997 but for 1998 as well. 
That year is likely to prove much 
tougher for retailers as the building 
society windfalls fade away. And even 
if more societies do take the flotation 
route, the largest players such as 
Halifax and Woolwich will have been 


and gone. Add io this the prospect of 
yet higher interest rales. 

All this could mean a switch to more 
defensive stocks at some stage this 
year. Top of the list here is Marks & 
Spencer, the Steady Eddie of UK 
retailing. A further move into mail 
order is expected following its house- 
wares catalogue and this could prove 
a promising area. 

Another candidate is Burton where 
John Hoerner has overseen a 
dramatic improvement in fortunes. 
Though the Debcnhams group has 
been the star performer in recent 
year, the long tail of fashion stores 
such as Burton, Top Man and 
Dorothy Perkins still has considerable 
room for improvement. It too has 
made a concerted move into mail 
order. 

Another sector that could enjoy 
much better fortunes in 1997 than it 
did last year is food retailing because 
of its defensive characteristics. 
Forecasts point to real growth in year- 
on-year income, an expansion in like- 


Retail outperformance fades away 
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for- like sales income and a recovery 
in petrol margins. 

Nick Bubb of brokers MeesPicrson 
has chosen Somerfield as his share of 
the year and analysts are predicting 
good things from other supermarket 
groups. We will leam more from the 
supermarkets next week with results 
from Budge ns and Somerfield and 
trading statements from Tesco and 
Sainsbuiy. 

The value of 
Clyde Petroleum 

The tempo of the Gulf Canada bid for 
Clyde Petroleum increased this week 
as both sides engaged in a brave 
attempt to interest investors in the 
arcane mysteries of oil company 
valuation. For those of an anorak 
tendency, the methodological details 
have a kind of dour fascination bnt 
it is hard to escape the conclusion that 
the facts being marshalled by bidder 
and target alike are more than usually 
selective. 

Simple things first- Clyde would ap- 
pear to have essentially given up 
hope of remaining independent. Half 
way through the 60-day bid timetable, 
the dispute has boiled down to price. 
Either Gulf will convince investors that 
its 105p tabled offer is full and gen- 
erous, or it will up its offer, or a third 
party will ride over the horizon on a 
white charger. 

As for the details. Gulfs argu- 
ments are as follows. Clyde should be 
valued as UK oil companies always 
have been, relative to its underlying 
net asset value, essentially the net pre- 
sent valne of the expected cash flows 
from the assets it owns. With analysts’ 


estimates for that between 70p and 80p, 
Gulf claims its 105p represents a size- 
able premium for control. If Clyde 
thinks it is worth so much more, asks 
Gulf, why have its directors sold more 
than 450,000 shares in the past year at 
prices between 63p and 8Ip? 

Clyde claims it is not like most small 
UK exploration stocks, long on hope 
value but short on real revenues: it is 
more akin to small US oil producers, 
with reliable, predictable production, 
and should be valued on the US 
model which is a multiple of historic 
cashflows. 

Getting a US oil consultant to put its 
name to a suggested range of multiples 
(5.3 to 6.4 times), Clyde calculates a fair 
value, on the basis of 1996’s 27.6p cash 
flow, of between 146p and 177p. Chip 
in a premium for control, Clyde says, 
and we might think about it. By the way, 
our directors had more shares at the end 
of 1996 Lhan at tbe beginning despite 
the sales. 

Clyde now has 10 days more before 
day 39 of the bid timetable, which is the 
last date it can furnish new information 
to shareholders. Gulf then has a further 
week to come up with a final offer, 
which will remain open for another two 
weeks during which a white knight may 
emerge. 

Key to the outcome will be whether 
or not Clyde comes up in the next 10 
days with an independent assessment 
from Energy Resource Consultants of 
the value of its assets - essentially 
playing the game according to Gulfs 
rules. If it can secure a high enough fig- 
ure. Gulf will be more or less forced to 
up the ante. If it can’L or chooses not 
to publicise the figure, then Gulf might 
have an argument that Clyde's cashflow 
approach is too optimistic. Whichever, 
with the shares at a high of 123p, there 
is time to wait and watch. 


• A consortium led by British Ifelecom and including Lockheed 
Martin, GEC Marconi unit GEC-Marconi Secure Systems and GPT 
Strategic Communications Systems has won a $l_55bn (£92Sm) con- 
tract to provide an advanced national fixed telecommunications 
network for the UK armed forces. The Ministry of Defence awarded 
the contract to deliver voice, data, local area" network (IAN) and 
other wide-area networking services for the Royal Navy, Air Force 
and Army for 10 years. The consortium will manage work currently 
undertaken by staff in some L200 military and civilian posts at about 
600 defence establishments in the UK. 

• Hie US trade deficit did not grow as much as expected in Novem- 
ber, rising by only $400m (£340m)to $8.4 bn. This followed an un- 
expected improvement in trade the previous month. Separate figures 
yekerday showed a strong 0.8 per cent rise in industrial output in 
December, and 5.1 per cent in the year to December. The manu- 
facturing component was strong, growing by 1.1 percent during the 
month. The capacity utilisation rate; closely monitored by the Federal 
Reserve, rose to 83.8 per cent, its highest afl year. Several industries 
reported operating at above 90 per cent of capacity. Yesterday's sta- 
tistics led economists to conclude that the growth rate picked up 
sharply in the final quarter of last year, almost certainly to an an- 
nual rate in excess of 45 per cent. The dollar soared in reaction to 
yesterday’s figures, reaching DM1.6124, tbe highest level since June. 

• Losses at the British Bloodstock Agency, which buys, sells, 
insures and transports horses on behalf of clients, narrowed to 
£123,000 from £146,000 in the seasonally weak six months to Sep- 
tember. Most of the big horse sales, including Keeneland in the 
US and lattersalls in the UK, take place in the autumn. The BBA 
noted increased confidence levels in the bloodstock industry and 
said both domestic and international sales had shown encouraging 
growth throughout 1996. Market expectations are for a full-year 
profit of £255,000 (£153,000). 

• BOC Group expects 1997 “to be a year of solid underlying 
progress", while in 1998 and beyond “we expect an increased rate 
of growth as our new gases plants come on stream, and healthcare 
and vacuum return to higher levels of profitability,” chief execu- 
tive Danny Rosenkranz said. He told BOC’s annual general meet- 
ing that exchange rate movements “make it difficult to predict ( 1997) 
profit”, describing the continuing rise of sterling agai nst other cur- 
rencies as “an added challenge". 

• Orange is planning to go Dutch by joining a consortium to bid 
for the third telecoms licence in tbe Netherlands. Partners include 
Dutch bank ABN Amro and Germany’s Deutsche Telekom. 

• Storehouse, the BhS and Motbercare retail group, yesterday 
reported better-than-expected Christmas trading figures with “same 
business" sales 9 per cent ahead of last year. Loke-for-Ukc sales 
at BhS were 7.5 per cent ahead, but same store sales at Moth- 
ercare were 4 per cent below 1995. 
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Second liners reach new peaks as Footsie passes 4,200 
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After much huffing and puff- 
ing Footsie broke through the 
4,200 points barrier. In busy 
trading it overcame a minor 
bout of indigestion around 
lunch time to close 102 higher 
at 4207.7. 

New York’s continuing 
strength helped; so did the in- 
terest rate standstill. 

But influences closely 
related to the stock market 
were important One was the 
smoothness of the big Guin- 
ness sale when Goldman Sadis 
encountered not the slightest 
difficulty placing the 135 mil- 
lion shares the French luxury 
goods group LVMH decided to 
unload. Another was the un- 
remarkable expiry of the Jan- 
uary Footsie options. 

The possibility of the 
Guinness placing has for long 
hovered The market was con- 
vinced LVMH. despite the 
weakness of the drink giant’s 
shares, was keen to cash in at 
least some of its chips. In the 


event Goldman took the 
shares from LVMH, placing 
them with institutions and 
Guinness which paid 414 p for 
44 miUioo (13 per cent of its 
capital). LVMH, once owning 
24 per cent of Guinness, is left 
with 142 per cent and, it is sus- 
pected, will sell more stock 
when it is allowed to do so. 
Guinness fell 4 p to 432 p, just 
2 p above its year’s low. 

There had been uneasy feel- 
ings to some quarters about the 
Footsie expiry. It is not un- 
known for volatile trading to 
occur near settlement time as 
large investment houses strug- 
gle to protect their positions. 
But this time round the expiry 
attracted little attention. 

It was not only blue chips 
which were in record breaking 
form. Second and third liners 
were for once at the fo refron t 
of the advance with the FTSE 
250 index at last hitting a new 
peak, up 17.5 to 4 , 583 . 4 . The 
supporting index has lagged as 
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the likes of Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd Panmure Gordon and 
HSBC James Capel decided it 
was oversold The shares rose 


stock market reporter of the year 


JL 5 p to 342 ^p- 
The P&O s 


_je P&O shipping group 
was less fortunate. UBS down- 
graded its profit estimates 
from £ 410 m to £375 m and 
moved its stance from buy to 
hold; the shares sunk ISp to 
624 p. 

The strictures of the indus- 
try regulator shunted Rail- 
track into the sidings, down 15 p 
to 398 Jp. Prism Rail again 

moved ahead on the buzz it had 

won another franchise: the 
shares rose 5 Op to 580 p. 
Dividend cut fears lowered 

Lucas Parity 4 , 5 p to 2 l 6 p and, 

like Guinness, Allied Dornecq 
and Grand MetropoUtap 
wilted in the face of sterling’s 
strength. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional, the health group, 
moved further ahead, up 42 J 5 p 
to 905 p. There is talk of a deal 


Footsie established a si ring o f 
record highs. The last FTSE 
250 peak was hit in April. 


opening shares were riding at 


new highs. 

NatWest Securities expect 
Footsie to trade in the 3,800 to 
4,200 range in the first half 
year, moving to 4,600 by the 
year-end. 

The string of festive trading 
statements continued with 
Storehouse, under pressure 
lately following negative com- 
ments, gaming 17 Jjp to 275 p. 
Blacks Leisure's trading state- 
ment lifted the shares 16 . 5 p to 
a 401 5 p peak. MeesPieraon 
raised its profits forecast from 
£ 925 m to £ 10 m. 

Hanson, again heavily 
traded, rose 3 p to 92 p ana 
building materials group Red- 
land continued to recover as 


Supporting shares made a 
xxl start to test year. But they 


good start to fast year. But they 
tended to drift for much of the 
time after April's high. 

The strong opening 1997 
performance will bring relief to 
many bulls. There is a strong 
belief the first few weeks of the 
year set the pattern for the rest 
of the 12 months. Even so, 
many observers are pointing to 
a correction, perhaps even a 
ragged retreat, before the 
spring. 

New York despite the 
rhetoric of the gloom mer- 
chants, continues to defy 
gravity and during London 


with Glaxo Wellcome and 
Kkinwort Benson is known to 
be positive. 

SR Gert, the clothing group, 
fell 6 p to 35 - 5 p as the market 
grew tired of waiting for the 
signalled bid. The shares were 
above 60 p last month. A 
warning of up to a £lm loss 
slashed Multimedia 16 Jp to 
18 _ 5 p and a profit warning 
from Corporate Executive, 
which came to market in 
November, cut the shares 
1 . 25 p to 2 . 75 p. 

Ask Central, the restaurant 
chain jumped 25 p to !S 7 - 5 p, a 
peak. The Kaye family, which 
has established a number of 
successful eating out concepts, 
has a major interest. 

SkyNet, raising £ 1 . 7 m 
through a rights issue, returned 
to Ofex. The shares closed at 
50 p with the nil paid rights at 
lp. The car security group was 
suspended when a move to 
AIM collapsed. The SEA is in- 
vestigating trading in its shares. 


a maker of bits and 
pieces for telephones, has ex- 
perienced a crossed line since 
its interim figures showed 
growth slowing. The shares 
hit 17 L 5 p, against a 220 p 
flotation in November, 1995 . 
They struggled higher yester- 
day; up lL 5 p to 185 jp, on 
vague talk trading last year 
was a little better than expect- 
ed. The group should, it is 
thought, be reaping towards 
from its l in ks with Ericson, 
its biggest client Profits have 
been forecast at £ 13 . 6 m. 


□William Nash, a property 
pnd wallpaper group, held at 
190 p. Stockbroker Beeson 
Gregory believes on a snm-of- 
tbe-parts valuation Nash 
shares are worth 296 p and, 
suggests analyst Antony 
Legge, the market price 
should be around 240 p. 
Profits for last year are 
forecast at £ 2 . 9 m with £ 3 . 1 m 
this year. 
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SATURDAY IS JANUARY 1997 


THE INDEPENDENT ■ 


sport 


Mackie’s eyes firmly 
focused on Athens 


A couple of weeks before 
Christmas, Ian Madrie 
was sunning himself on 
the balcony of a Sydney apart- 
ment, enjoying the view over 
Manly beach - and reflecting 
with a measure of disbelief 
upon his year. 

Christmas 1995 had seen the 
6ft l L an, powerfully built 
sprinter working in sub-zero 
temperatures at the Pitreavie 
track in his home town of Dun- 
fermline. Injury had mined his 
summer season, and he knew 
there was serious work to be 
done if he was to make any im- 
pression upon Olympic year. 

Twelve months on. having 
reached the Olympic semi-final 
and become tbe first Briton in 10 
years to defeat Unford Christie 
over 100 metres, the 21-year-old 
Scot found himself in with the in 
crowd - a member of Christie's 
elite winter training group. 

“1 was thinking, ‘here you 
are’." Mackie recalled “‘Over 
in Australia training with the 
best athletes in the world. 
You've come a long way*.” 

He has indeed. And as he 
looks forward to a season which 
begins this weekend with the 
Scottish Championships - his 
only planned indoor meeting - 
and culminates in the outdoor 
World Championships in 
Athens, everything points to 
him continuing his progress. 

Five weeks of intensive train- 
ing with the likes of Christie, Col- 
in Jackson, John Regis and 
Darren Braith waite have done 
him nothing but good “I have 
never worked with such intensi- 
ty and in such warm conditions,” 
he said "The tempera rurewas 
anywhere between 20 and 34C, 
depending on the time of day. I 
have definitely come back fitter ” 


NEW FACES FOR ’97 


Mike Rowbottom meets a 21-year-old 
Scot who last season became the first 
British sprinter for 10 years to beat 
Linford Christie over 100 metres 


Like everyone else in the 
group, Mackie worked to 
schedules set by Oiristie, whom 
he describes as his childhood 
hero. He ran 200's, 800’s, and 
150's. He also unproved his 
weight training. “By the end of 
the trip I was power cleaning 
and bench pressing 1L5 kilos,” 
he said “Linford and Colin 
were doing 140, and John 150. 
But these guys are a bit more 

advanced.” 

Despite his 


Regis, Braithwaite and Darren 
Campbell - were with him in 
Australia. 

This season, he aims pri- 
marily to improve his person- 
al best time of 10. 17sec for the 
100m - docked while beating 
Christie in blustery conditions 
at Sheffield - and his two-year- 
old 200m best of 20.91, 

"To make another big jump 
like I did last season would be 

incredible,'* 

he said “This 


official retire- ‘Nothing will ever season it wifi 


mem last sea- 
son, Christie 
was not stand- 
ingly with the 
stop-watch. 

He led his 

group through 

their paces, 
offering ad- 
vice when re- 
quired. 

“If 1 was 

running the bend on a 200, he 
would notice if, for instance, I 
was dropping my hips, and tell 
me to raise them,” Mackie 
said “You do these things with- 
out realising it. Those kind of 
comments have helped me a 
lot.” 

The result may be to estab- 
lish the Scotsman at the top of 
British sprinting in Christie's 
absence, although Mackie ac- 
knowledges that he has serious 
rivals, several of whom - 


make up for the 
disappointment 
of not being 
able to run in 
that race’ 


be more a 
question of 
making grad- 
ual improve- 
ment.” 

Ma cirie's 
coach, John 
Macdonald is 
just the man 
to Oversee 

steady pro- 
gress. Mac- 
donald's daughter, Linsey. who 
became at 16 the youngest 
Briton to reach an Olympic 
track final when she ran die 
400m at the 1980 Moscow 
Games, suffered a premature 
retirement through injuries as- 
cribed to an overly punishing 
training schedule. “I think that 
was one of the reasons John 
took up coaching,” Mackie said. 
“He has trained me since 1 was 
14. and he has always been care- 
ful to take time over things.” 


For all that, Mackie - who 
still lives in Dunfermline with 
his parents, BUI and Carol - has 
experienced rapidly changing 
circumstances. A year ago he 
regarded himself as unem- 
ployed. Now. as a signed-up 
member of the Nuff Respect 
management group with grand 

S rix invitations coming his way, 
e can afford to call himself a 
full-time athlete, even if the 
funds are not exactly rolling in 
for him yet 

The frustration of his expe- 
rience in Atlanta, when he was 
forced to scratch from the 
Olympic 100m semi-final be- 
cause of a hamstring injury, will 
remain with him. “Nothing 
will ever compensate for the 
disappointment of not being 
able to run in that race,” he 
said. t 

But there have been some big 
consolations. Mackie finds him- 
self being recognised now, and 
not just in his home town. 

“Especially after I beat Lin- 
ford, people were coming up to 
me and saying, ‘well done’, “how's 
training?' and \vhen‘s your next 
competition?’ It's nice to be 
recognised forwbat you do. 

“I love competing so much. 
1 just love sprinting. And it 
makes it that much better 
when you are being invited to 
run at places like Stockholm or 
Lausanne. There are not many 
21-year-olds who have been 
round the world for free like 1 
have.” 

At one point on bis trip 
down under. Mackie made a 
point of visiting tbe site in Syd- 
ney where the athletics stadium 
is ’being built for the 2000 
Olympics. “They were laying 
the foundations.” he said. They 
were not the only ones. 



Photograph: Mike Egerton/Empics 


Ian Mackie beats Linford Christie in Sheffield last August 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

Marches not on pools coupons: 3.0 unless 
stated isuterct ID plKh krspeemm) 
BtUMBRO TROPHY FkstranKfe Ashton Utd 
v Moor Green; Bath Cfty v Stevenage; Bfytti 
Spartans v Grantham; Brorre&ove v Merthyr 
TydM; Cheltenham <r Duhvtcft Hamlet; Cdwyn 
Bay v Lancaster Dover v Dagenham & Red- 
bndge: Emtoy v Boston Utd; Enfletd v Bore- 
ham wood: Gainsborough Trinity v Bradford 
Pad* Avenue: Gateshead v Runcorn; Grestay 
Rovers v Altrincham: Gulseiey v Telford; 
Hy devBed vi orth; Ke tTBnrifivC hdrnd cnl; hid- 
dawdifetP vMarjJwiflald: Morec&rfoev Choc- 
lay: Norttiwicti v Hednetibfd; Riahden & 
Diamonds v Famboraugi; Slougi v Dorch- 
ester; Southport V Hdesomn town; Soen- 
nymoor v Bishop Auckland; St Albans v 
Wainwuth; St Leonards Stamouft v Newport 
AFC: StsNMdff v Halifax: Worcester v Hey- 
brtdge; Woriongmci v Bamber Badge: Trad- 
ing v Gloucester. Yeovil v Hayes. 
BLCARLS8ERG1ASE Fourth round: Artesey 
v Heme Bay: Baitangv WoodbrWgB: Bemer- 
ton Heath Hartequlns v Cotter Row & Rom- 
ford; Concord fangsx v Whitstable; rtstor 
v NoRhwood; MangM3fiekl v Taunton: Moss- 
ley v Coeenhoe: Reading Town v Banstead; 
Southend Manor v Msixxrfi; Stamford v North 
Fern by: Thatcham v Tiverton. 

IQS LEAGUE Premier Dtvtston: Aytesbwy 
irHtehm; Bishop’s Stanford v Oxford City; Pur- 
fleet v Carehaltnn: Staines v Bromley: Sut- 
ton Utd v Hendon. Fkst Division: BiDencay 
v Hampton: Bognor Regs v Aldershot Can- 
vey island v Madenheed: Chesham a Wal- 
ton & Hereham: Leyton Pennant v Croydon; 
Molesey v lAforthing Thame v Basingstoke; 
Tooting & Mitcham v Marlow; LfxbndgB v Bar- 
ton: Whytetrafe v AbmgJon Town. Second 
Division: Bedford v Vttvenhoe; Dorking v 
Banstead: Edgware v Hamel Hempstead; 
Egtam v Leatherhead; latfwon v Windsor & 
Eton; TBburyv Horsham; Ware v Hungertart: 
Wembley v Chalfont St Peter Wltham v 
Chashunt. Third DMafon: Braintree v lewes: 
Clapton v WingateS Finchley; Epsom&Ewel 
v Homchmch; Ha d w a KI Heath v Hertford; Har- 
fa m v East Thurrock; Kn^bury v Southall. 
UNBOND LEAGUE Premier Dnfeton: Alfre- 
ton v Wreford; Bartow vAccrvtgton Stanley: 
FricWey v Buxton; Leek v Krowstey: Marine 
vWrtton, FTrrt DMsiorc Dn^teden vN«t>»- 
field: Parsley v Curzon Ashton: Gretna v East- 
wood Tbvm; Leigh RMI v Congenn: Madodt 
v Great Harwood: Radcfcffe v FI noon: Stocks- 
Dndgeftrk Steels vWamnffon: Whitley Bay 
v Lincoln Utd; Worksop v Atherton Laburnum 
Rovers. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Division: 
AHieretona v Grawaend: BaWock v Burton: 
Cambridge City v Sudbury Town; King’s Lynn 
v A8hfonl: Smngwume v Nuieamn. fiHand 
Division: Crudey v BAston; Evesham v Sdr- 
hul; HmcWev Town v Corby: Paget Rangers 
v VS RugJjy. Racing Club Warwick v Heston; 
Reddrtch v Sutton Coldfield: Rothwefl v 
Shepshed Dynamo: Stourbridge v Stafford. 
Southern Division: Cirencester v Fleet 
CJevedon v Witney: Hartford v Newport loW; 
Fisherv Forest Green; MargatevWeston-su- 
pec^Maie; Torfondge v Erith & Belvedere: Tbte 
v Trowttrtt^e. 

WMSKMUAD KENT LEAGUE: Beckenham 
v Sheppey i2.15); Chatham v Wbohwch; 
Corinthian u Faversham; Cray wanderers v 
Slade Green CU51; Frtkesona faweta vfams- 
gate; Kytfte v Deal; Thamesmead v Oocfc- 
ertML 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First Di> 
vision: Hassod<s v Whrehavk; Horshan YMCA 
v Southuitck: Langney v Ragham; Oakwood 
v Burges Hill; PortMid v Eastbourne Town: 
Three Bridges v Rmgrner Wick v Halsham. 
John O'Hara Leagie Cup tHrd racnifc PBace- 
haven & TsHscombe v East Preston. 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Division: Boston Town v Newport Pag- 
nea: Cogen hoe v Mntees Sackstone: Ford 
Sports v Bourne: Northampton SoencervEy- 
neshuiy; St Neats v fatten: Soaking v Des 
borough: Stamford v Kgmpston; Stewarts & 
Lloyds Corby v Hofoeach; Sort*! v Long Suck- 
by. woorton v WeWngjorougr. 

SCREWnX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier Otvt- 
•ton: fomngion v Bridgwater Barnstaple v 
Bndpon; BnsWl Manor Farm v EJmote; Chart 
v Pautton; Chippenham v Bfoefort; tWestfiwy 
v Bnsflngnn. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Prrt- 
mier Drvteiorc Armthorpe v Uuwsedge: Asn- 
field v Arnold; Bofpw v Hatfield Mam: Brtgg 
v Ossea Town: Hucknaa v ThacMev. Maftny 
v HaBam; Ossetr Albion v Denaby: Pontefraa 
v Pickemg; Selby v Qasshoughton. 

NORTH WEST COUNTTES LEAGUE First R- 
vtsion: Atherton Co&enes v Hollw Oki Boys; 
Bootle vltaifoid; Chaddertnn v Salford; East- 
wood Hanley v Darwen; GIosmp v Newcas- 
tle Town: Maine Road v Blackpool Rovers; 
Nantwch v Ktegrore; Pennth v Buremugh: 
Rossendale v Prescot; Vauxhall GM v St ite- 
lens. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: AndOVO’ v 
Lymington: BAT v Bournemouth FC; 
Christchurch v PeterSfield; DOwntoh v BfoCk- 
enhinc Eaa Ccwes vcowes SportK Gosport 
v Romsey: Ryde v Wlmbome; Whrtcnuron v 
Aerostructures. * 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Dtvi- 
sion: Oacton u WbodbrtdgK Drss u Nalsfoad; 
Feltetnte PAT v Wisbech: Great Yarmouth u 
Bury fowrc March v Harwich & taAeston; New- 
marttet v Lowestoft; stowmarket v Gor- 
leston; Tiptree v Fakermam: warbpys v 
Sodbivy forro. 

NTBINL EXPRESS HDLAND ALLIANCE; 

BtehenaO v Haesouen Hamers; Bteoncn v 
Rocrutan Knyperio v Chasetown: Rushafl 
Orymcc v HmcMey Atnebc: Sandweli v Per- 
shbre: ShHhal v Bofomere St Michaels; 
Stratford v Peisall Villa; West Midlands R>- 
Ite v Sfopenhill; WillenhaU v Oldbu^ 


FEDEnmON BRBMBW NORHERN LEAGUE 
Rrst DkrMon: Sedlngxin Temere v RIM New- 
caslle; BSn^ivn Syndicrea v Whitby; Consett 
v Duham; Dunston Federation Brewery v West 
AucMand; Easmgon v Chester-le- Street Mor 
pefh v Gusborou^i: Shddan v Sesham; South 
Shields v Tow Law; Stockton v Crook; Wtuck- 
ham v Mu non. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Caernarfon Town v Bar- 
iy Town 12J3Q1: Carmarthen v Usnsantflraid: 
Cormah's Quay Nomads v Tan Pantre Conwy 
v Caeraws: Cwmbran v fforthmadog C2-30): Ffcit 
vBnton Feny; Inter Cable- TaiCardiflv Aberys- 
twyth: Rhyl v Welshpool. 

PRESS & JOURNAL HIGtIAND LEAGUE: BlO- 
ia Rangers v Cow Rangers; Deveronvaia v 
Fraserburgh; Nam County v Keith: Peterhe a d 
v Fort Wiliam. 

SMRNOFF HUSH LEAGUE Premier DMrian: 
Coleraine v Gfentoren; Crusaders v Arts; Lin- 
fidd v Gfonavon; Ponadonn v OflorwRe. »*» 
DMalon: Bangor v Balydaie; Camck v tame: 
Dam ary v Omagh: Nevwy v BaDymerta. 

HARP lAffl* NATIONAL LEAGUE OF RBAIO 
Premier Division: Flm Harps v Sr Pamck’s 
Athletic (7 JO); SNgo Rovers v Dundafc Cl 20). 

Rugby Union 

FIVE NAnONS CHAMPIONSHIP 

kwtond v France fiO) 

rat Lan9ifowne Road. Dubfanj 
Scotland y WWes (3J9 

fat MvfTSyGekj, BUnb ur^d 

TOUR MATCH: Cambridge Unwetsty v Ota- 

go 13.01 

COURAGE CUBS’ CHAMPWNSW NoUomi 
Lee0M One: Gloucester v West Hartlepool 
(3^)): Leicester v Bristol 13.0): OrreB v Sale 

(3.0) . National League TV kk Bedford vRug- 
fay (3-0): Coventry vWaMao i3.0>; London 
ScooWi v Noahgham (10): Mtaefoy v Backr 
heath (3.0); Romerham v Wakefield [2.151. 
Nefional Learie Three: Clifton v Motley 
0.01: FyWe v Redruth CL30): Havant v Lyd- 
ney (2301; Leeds v Odnr 13.0): London Welsh 
v Liverpool St Helens (2.15): Reading v Har- 
ro^to 12.15): Rossiyn Park v Exeter 1230); 
Wharfedale v Walsall (2.15). National 
League Four North: Blimfogiam & Solihull 
v Hereford G?.30): Kendal v MAmngton Parti 
0-30): Lichfield v Preston Grasshoppers 
(2.30): Manchester v Nuneaton (2.15U 
Sroke-on-Tfom v Stoufortdge 12-30); Worces- 
ter v Sheffield (230). National League Four 
South: Askeans v Plymouth (2.30): Barking 
v North Warsham t?.30j; Berry Hrti v Chel- 
tenham 1230): CaiMer v Newbury 12.15): 
Charlton Pan. v Henley 12.15). 

COUNTY CHAMPKXtSKV Q ua rterO nal a; 
Cornwall vHertfoidshira (2.151 rat Redruth); 
Cumbrra v forkshire 123) fat Aspatrta); 
Somerset v Hampshire (230) ia( Brfogwa 
ren. North Pool Two: Warwickshire v 
Northumberland (2.0) rar Rugbyi. 

CLUB MATCHES: Grangemouth v Uandytte 

(11.0) : KrkcaMy v Aberdeen GSFP (11.0): 
MadrasCofleeeFPvGortonrarisilLO): Mat- 
ropolitan Police v Maidenhead (2.0). 

Rugby League 

SUL CUT CHALLENGE CUP 8ecood round: 
Clayton v Saddennrth r2.0): OuKon v West 
Bowbtg 12.0): Overmen v Barrow tdand (2.0): 
Redhfll v Wigan Rose BR CO): W^n St 
Patnch’s v Blackbrook (230i; fork Acorn v 
Mayfield 12.01. 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH (First dagr of four): Northern 
Dances v En&arxl iJt Tnix Bank Park, h&ni- 
(on. NZ). 

Basketball 

BIIDWEISER LEAGUE: Hemel & Wbtfbrd Roy- 
ats v Derby Storm (730i; worthing Bears v 
Thames VaAey T^ers (8.01. 

JUNIOR MENS NATIONAL CUP Final: Bru- 
ton v Manchester (5301. Junior Women’s 
National Cup final: Ipswich v Spetthome 
(3.15). Cadet Men’s National Cup fin* 
Chessmgton v Wire (l_0) raff ar HWshcraugh 
Leisure Centre. SnafflaW. 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: BasIngaDte Btsonv Ayr Scot- 
tish Eages (630): No«ir«ham Panthers v 
Newasde Cobras (7.0j: Sheffield Swetars 
v CartSfl Devrts (7.0i. 

PREMIER 1 FAfflIF- Gutfdfort Flames v 
Kingston Hawks (6.01: Slou£t Jets v Peter- 
borough Pirates 1630): Swndon Icetords v 
Sdihai Blaze (5.30); lelford v Med- 
way Bears 17301. 

NORTHERN PREMER LEAGUE; Btecfcbun 
Hawks vCasteeagh Knights (S.0); Dimfoes 
VMnpvMurrayfiero Racers i7.30>; Fife Fly- 
ers v Parley Pirates i7.0i. 

Hockey 

M3(S NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Dtaaon: 
Southgate v TMdndon |2.0|. FM DtvWon: 
Ovfon Unwetsity CMbrt Hawks 1 1130); St 
Abans v Incfcan Gymkhana <L0); Trojans v 
Bluaharts (1.301. 

WOMENS NATIONAL INDOOR LEAGUE 
Premier Division (9.0 to 4.15) far Ctysol 
Palace). First DfvHan (9.0 to a.l5< (at 
Loughborough LWwrwv). Second DMston 
19.0 to 4.15) (at East Gnmrcad). 

Other sports 

BOXKB British rrnttllewei&it title contesc 
Neville Brown I Burton, holder) v Wile Quirtn 
iEdrtaiign) raf GreertbanA Leisure Centre. 
SwadEncorel. 

SNOOKEIfc Dr Martens European league [ar 
Dfamona Centre, hrhbngporougv. 
SWIMMING: British Grand Prfc meet rat 
Swansea). 

TOMORROW 

Football 

FA UMBRO TROPHY Fhst round: RaurtlS » 
Wding (3.0): Wokingham v Woking (2j01. 


LEAGUE OF WALES: Hotywell v Ebbw \foie 

(3.0) . 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WE- 
LAIHJ Pre mi er DMston: Bohemians v 
Shamrock Rovers &15); Cork Cny v Deny 
City 1120); Lrtwreity College Dubtn v 
Hama Farm Berton (3.15). 

PONTWS LEAGUE CUP Grow Three: Stoke 
v Manchester City (1.0). 

Rugby Union 

COIRAGE CUBS’ CHAMVKMSW Nationef 
Leapm Owe: Bathv No rtha mpton (33); Sara- 
cens v Hartequlns i3.0). 

TEMCNTS 1566 CUP mrd round: Ayr v 
Ross Hi0i (2.0): Berwick V Gordonians (2.01: 
Btggar v Gaia (2.0); Corstorohine v Howe erf 
Fife IZO); Dundee HSFP v HltheadTJadan- 
h(ll (23): Dims v Gasgsw Acadermcals 
(20); Bdnbutft Uhiesiy v East Nfonde (23): 
Gtosgow HlSwtokvtadd v Heforafau0i (2.0): 
Glenrothes v Langholm (2.0): Grangemouth 
vGtasgiw Southern (2-0); Haddington v va- 
mamock (23); Hamilton Academcais v 
Cartha QP (2.0); Hawick Trades v Gamock 
C2.(fl; Keteo v Liwigaon (23): Krtcaldy v Dw- 
temtnre (130): Unlithgnv v Hawk Linden 

(2.0) ; Lochabsr v Musseibuigi (2.0): Mor- 
Srn Academy FP v West of SooUand (2.0l ; 
Paebteb v Presmn lod^ (23): Sefcvk v Stew- 
artiy (2.0): St Bcsvnefis v Buts (2.0); Stew- 
art’s MeMfle FP v Aberdeenshire (2-Oi; 
Strath end nek v Ednbu$i Acadenscats IZO): 
Trtnfty Academicals v Aberdeen GSFP (2.0j. 

Rugby League 

FHBiDUT MATCHES: Featherstone v Hali- 
fax (330); Leeds v Shofteid (3.0); OWham 
vSwrson t3-0); ftxhctrfev Central Lanrashre 

(3.0) : Wamrtgton v Salford (3.01; Wbrtcng- 
ton v Barrow (ZOl. 

BashetbaB 

CLASSIC COLA NATIONAL CUP Ffoafc 
Sheffield Sharks v London Leopards iT.Ol. 
Men’s National Trophy final: Oxford v Ply- 
mouth 120). Women's National Cvp flnah 
Rhondda v SnoflMd i aU at Sheffield Arena/. 
BUDWELSER LEAGUE: Chester Jets v New- 
castle Ea0es (6.0). 

Ice hockey 

SUPER! E AGUE- Bracknell Bees v Avr Scot- 
tish Eages 10.0): Cartfl Devte v Not&n^iam 
Panthers (6.0). 

PREMER LEAGUE: Guildford Flames v Strff 
huO BLse i&Ol; Kingston Hjwksv Sfou^i Jec 
l5.A5i: Peterborough Pirates v Medway 
Bears 1 5.30i; Tetfort Tigers v Swindon 
iceLonis (530i. 

NORTHERN PREMER LEAGUE: Casdereagh 
Knights v Fife Flyers (2.0): Murrayftefai fac- 
ers v Paisley Pirates (630>: Whmey Warriors 
v Blackburn Hanks i630). 

Hockey 

MENS NATIONAL LEAGUE Pmnrfer DMrion: 

Cannock u Old Du^rtomans <230<: Can- 
teitanyv Sutnon (LOi; East Grtnsfead v Read- 
ing (23): Havant v TeCdmgUjn (2.15i: 
Hounslow v Barfard Tigers 1 130); Southgate 
v Guildford 12.01. First Divtoton: Beeston , 
Kartesrot Masses C-Oi: Sfoetunsv Gkuces- 
ter City (2.01: BuunvinevFireorancsi 2 . 301 ; 
Bromley v Ed^iaston (13); Boxikfends v Don- 
caster (2.0): City of fartanouth v Oostyx 
(1.30): Hull v Sheffield |2.0>: Indian 
Gymkhana v Warrington i2.30i; Isca v Tro- 
jans (1301: tenes \ Stouiport a. 301 : Oi- 
foro Hawks V S: Atoans 1 12301. 

WOMENS NATIONAL INDOOR LEAGUE 
Premier Division (93 to 4.15) far Crystal 
Palace). Rrst Division i9.0 to 4.15) (at 
L<XJ0\borou0) UnnerUrvl Second Division 
(9.0 to 4.15* tat East G finstead SC). 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: Scottish Indoor Champonsfiips 
rat Kelvin Has. Grasgawi. 

SNOOKER: Dr Marten; European League (at 
Diamond Centre. IrtUiftgeoroughi. 
SWIMMMG: British Grreid Pm meet (at 
5wansea>. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


13 

! The number of limes the lgb 
! course record was broken 
{yesterday as Austria suc- 
j cessfulty defended their team 
I title in the World Luge Cham- 
pionship. They coHected 145 
points on the course which 
hosted the 1976 Olympic 
luge events. Germany, with 
139, had to be content with 
silver tor the second suc- 
cessive year, while Italy took 
the bronze on 124. 


Laslett returns to 
boost Teddington 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 


Teddington travel to Southgate 
this afternoon for their twice- 
postponed Premier League 
game with -a full -strength squad 
for the first time this season. 
Jason Laslett, Great Britain’s 
Olympic captain who has had a 
break since Atlanta, returns to 
boost the side. 

Teddington will include the 
Australian international Greg 
Read in their squad for the firsi 
time when they play Havani to- 
morrow. 

Southgate had hoped that 
Soma Singh would be back for 
his first league match since the 
Olympics but he was injured on 
his return to the pitch in 
Barcelona earlier this month 
and is unlikely to be included. 
The playcr-coach James Duthie 
is also unlikely to be in the start- 
ing line-up. 

As the League resumes a full 
programme tomorrow after the 
winter break. Cannock could 
stretch their four-point lead at 


the lop. With no injury problems 
and leading goalscorer Bobby 
Crutchley in devastating form 
indoors and outdoors, they en- 
tertain Old Loughtonians. who 
will be without the suspended 
Julian Halls. 

Reading, who visit second- 
placed East Grinstead, wel- 
come back Jon Copp, their 
Olympic coach, and Mark 
Hoskin, and include in their 
ranks the New Zealander Karl 
Sanders and the German Philip 
Aschendoft. 

Grinstead wifi be without 
Paul du Plessis, who has yet to 
return from Christmas at home 
in South Africa. Julian Milk will 
lake his place. 

Rob Hill's return to help 
struggling Havant has ended af- 
ter just two games. The former 
England player has decided 
that the commitment is too 
much. Havant had more bad 
luck on Thursday when their 
young striker George Cover 
broke his collar-bone in a train- 
ing game against City of 
Portsmouth. He is expected to 
be out of action for some lime. 


Leopards plan style 
offensive for Sharks 


Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 

Billy Mims, the Leopards' 
coach, hopes his players' rip- 
roaring style will win over the 
neutrals in the 6.000 crowd in 
the opening minutes of the 
Gassic Cola National Cup final 
against the Sharks in Sheffield 
Arena tomorrow. 

The Sharks arc on home ter- 
ritory for their third consecutive 
final after beating London Tow- 
ers in 1995 and losing 10 them 
last year. Now it is left to the 
Leopards to try and keep the 

trophy in the capital. 

Mims, whose team were 
ripped apart 1 1 1-79 by London 
Towers in a 7- Lip League Tro- 
phy quarter-final first leg on 
Thursday night, says: "There 
will be three or four thousand 
neutrals in the crowd and we 
can gel them on our side by the 
way we start the game.” 

The Leopards have beaten 
the Sharks at Sheffield Arena in 
a Budwciser League game, but 
also lost aL home to them in a 
fiery encounter in which nine 


players fouled out. But they go 
into this game seriously under- 
strength. 

The Leopards' American 
centre. Tun Davis, struggled 
through seven minutes against 
the Towers on Thursday after 
returning from a bout of pneu- 
monia which cost him nearly 30 
pounds in weight. “My feeling 
is we'll have to go without 
him.” Mims said. That wil] put 
extra rebounding responsibili- 
ty on Robert Youngblood and 
John Tresvant against the pow- 
erful Sharks trio of the England 
international Roger Huggins 
and the Americans Voise Win- 
ters and Todd Cauthom. 

Both dubs are challenging the 
Tow ers and Chester Jets for the 
league title! The Sharks coach. 
Jim Brandon, hopes victory to- 
moirow will herald a repeat of 
their 1995 success when 
Sheffield's Cup final victory was. 
followed by the league champi- 
onship three months later. 

■ The England international 
Tony Simms has joined Wor- 
thing Bears from Newcastle 
Eagles. 


THE WEEK 


■ ff people went i» write about 
mq at death's dooi; grid luck 
:to thBfn. 1 hope Ewissiytiody feqfs . ^ 

- as good asl feel. Brian WoiSb ) 
on the state of fits _heaith'j ; - 

■ if Henman does nctstart tak- 
ing drugs^giakig oytdrtfddhg 
every nighty he wUJgp very high. 
GuBaume RateiXfraich ten- 
nis pleyer, after losing in the sec- 
ond ramd : of the Australian ' 
Open. : • : 

.■ My brain Is scrambled eggs , 
right now,: I'm feaHy smuggling 
-to speak nomt^Bybecausel’m 
burning,-espetialiy myfeeiand 
leg;. Boris Becker after lasing 
in lOOFfieaf in tee Australian ' 

'Opsni ■ 

■ We vreteleading-MopacoJjy 
: eight poinfe.shartJy: befote the ! 
■break a^uekjstthaNead.’ftis 
unacx^aie.lnl997 ypu* hafe 
to work and ten 1 until you somit; 
if it’s necessary. Ricardo, Baris ; 

St Germain’s Brazilian coach. . ? 

■ He^a.hotterrteeredguy. 
got out to wtiat was an Rieger 
delivery’ Jlke everybody, else ' 

. thous and He just a lit- 

tte upset W&tim Akram, the 1 i~ 
Pakistan ' crickk capteln, -on ' 
Aamir Sohail’s one-match sus- 
pension -ftw dissetiu, 


LINGFIELD 


o OCI SNAFFLES MEDIAN, AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £A025 added 3Y0 6f 


HYPERION 

1.25 Montone 1.55 Lord Sky 2-25 Hever Golf 
Charger 2.55 Globetrotter 3.25 Sooty Tern 
3.55 Jo Maximus 


GOING: fianrtinl. 

STALLS: 1 rubric , •txccr* l m ( 1 xasulo 1 . 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Mrtflc nurohcrs may hr bd Tor fj 

■ Lcll-Juuvl. H)orp imirv ( EquiLrork xurtao-'l. 

■ *’nur«: Di^mUvcaM of :o*n on tUDirt. .^huuh (K-rMtl 

hy London YMony ) jtfli 11 m cuurtr. ADMISSION: 5 H. CAR PARK: 
Club S-(; rwnnuirtor five 


SIS 


(MfitRQ 

QMNNEL 


BUNKERED FIRST TEUE: Norn-. 

WINNERS IN TTIE LAST SEVEN DATS: Globetrotter (•_• v„ 
*on hrrvnn Tucsila}-. Sea Danzig t-1 .w) mm luavon Tliur^ttty. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Globctrooer (3A.*.). Lawn 
Lothario rj-VSt & Sbonuino (.( Ml haw Iwen sow 27D tnd?> 
lij- M JnlinMnn from MiiMkJLuri, North Vurfaxhuv; Elm Man 
Bow* ( 1 4 Lord Sky 1 1 -V.l «m -In mlJo by A Omlcv 

Dvra LttUv BiaJntinh. iThuJure. Ruwyel 1 1 .it 1 A BazRaah 
Id Wj ** , nt CD? rnibn by P D Evans lf»*ii Ij-iffolim, 

SUeni Symphony | I..V.I n.tii I3*i milt-, by Mrs S W1U fauns (rtun 
Mamnsk'ish, [fom 


1 ocj STUBBS AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3300 added lm 4f 


HWroWfl«lOJJertri5 7il7..._3rMhtairttli7V 

JOGtKJ SQIJBES OCUSOK |9f ff Atefenr 4 II 1 — 

..jtJTtartran 


401C1-2 IMS«ap)(OmPDE«Bri011 - 


0300% 0Lr*MTO) WLCOME fl06) (W M 5 10 9.™!!!. 2 

— J*»YHajoes8 

M560-J BAMMi HOMM (7) (C) A Bjfe) 6 108 

■BALKutctfeson(5}l 

01060-4 CflFMM MAISMLWC (J4) (Q 0 Than d 10 2 

JMtoHaoBJamlO 

7 10X00- THOfUWMMA (180) (O J Brtiyr 6!OOJrfr DBridO*® 6 

8 010025- S00MJMCieiUD)-r c towT?'il3 ..JVTHeCBttyU B 

9 071633- DONT DROP BOMBS (38) (CD) 0 Than 8 9 11 

JIIb 1 r-grinr 9 v 

ID 000120- CHEtewrSCRO^ ^ r 

— Uhl P Jams SB 

11 33SC- UOSMU (2J07I J DAnan 10 9 B 

Mbs Ena (5) 4 

12 000060 SAIBM (38) (C) J Larg 11 9 5 »TWMm(S)3 

-12decbrad> 

BETTNG:3-lfiaM)iti,5-2E]iKaiiK0H,S-llloifiBne,6-lSqfiin'iOe- 
cstioo. 8-1 Dart Drop Soarfa. lfl-1 Sanre. SoajaoB. 12-1 titers 


155 


HARRWCTON BUD CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS E} £4,025 added 6f 

1 064000- ROSO MACK {29) (CD) L MtrtJ5JeHai 59 7,FLjwft{3)4 

2 007-731 fBnSW.8WX(9)(CP} JCUtmt 4 813 ...3 5fieenej[(5J 3 

3 5CW-35 THE RttSKT FJUDEI {21 fol (VGMTuins: -18 11 

T Spate 5 

4 05W7-Q LOf»S)Cr(10p)ABaH3v68 9 — I!Un9 

a atJClbO-: NORUfW |I4)[D) ft CurtW(y^ TV 8’wn 7 8 9 - C Miptiay 6 

6 3550-10 INVOCATION (Q (CD) G L Move 103 7 ACWtl 

7 404&43 UFT BOY (USA) I9IIQ (D) G L Dm 39 7 ..Candy Marts 2 

8 Sd£NT SYMPHONY (As S Wikn. 532 JOnm) 

9 325006 WSSP1WITO!Er(l^(qtteGc,y^*?ww4S0 

teeAG)ABore(T)8 

_ 9 dat±M9d m 

BETTMG: 5-2 Krystal Max. 4-1 UR Bey, 94! faMUJt lBi, 8-1 Tte Frieky 
Fsnnetr. 7-1 l«fi Sky, 8-1 Noffafl Mto Piekpoetet 18-1 Mtere 


1 BUIES MAOCM Sen 90 A FaUtaer(S) 6 

2 06032-0 COUNTLESS TWIES Q4j |Bf)WLU90 ..AOa*5 

2 4655-2 HARBOWf M RED (11) C (XftV 9 0 MW&an)2 

4 035206- HEVER mF CHARGER (53) T .1 touffton 9 n ..J Weaver 4 

5 0- E1IZABS) Lon) Hunorpoon 8 >> DHantMn3 

6 0- SICS OAWAN U02) P 8 ) AWManOU 

-6 dedbred- 

BETTO6 5-2 Elza. 3-1 Haaton> k Red. 4-1 Btoes Made, 9-2 Merer Goff 
Cfiorflef, S-l Cowtircs Horn, 10-lSte’a Dawan 


19 cel MUNN1NGS UMiTED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 3YO lm 2f 

1 0300-11 GUMET R OTT EP (4) [O M Johracr 9 1. J Weaver 4 

2 006135 SFAMAifirS MOUNT IS!) M fiSTtMTE 8 13..S Saodon 3 V 

3 0?tU- LAWN URHAfoO (73) M Ichnsron fill. JXot lidKmxra 3 

4 6040-R SERENADE (9) M H^nes 8 U .GBaMefll 

-4declarod- 

BErnNG: 4-6 SobetitKter, 9-2 SpaBtonTi Mouot 5-1 laarn Lothario, 7- 
lSereoade 


3-25 


CECIL ALDIN HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4,900 added lm 

1 001311- AW ICVERMND (38) (CO) G L Moore 7 10 0 

2 006000- QUtWOSHER (S3) G L M«re 59 12 ”"Z 4 

3 0465 » R06ELU0N (86) fQJ) D WxrtTffl 6 9 C D Harrison 2 V 

4 34606-2 O BBWW 3 BOY (11} S Dow 4 -1 p.„_ $ Sandora 1 

5 OOllXM) SUPERIOR FORCE (11) (CO) AfesBSmtos 4 90.. 

AWhefanPQlO 

6 0263-64 MANABAR (7) (D) W 5 8 10... .T C Metaaddn 8 8 

7 WM-56 D0Ua£KURCH(9|Pmtnei4 86 JfPnfore.7 

6 000002 N CH SABA (USA) (9) M AfoagHO 58 7 ACtefct 

9 425223 SOOtY TERN (U) (COMBO 108 i 

.5 Bortml 5 

10 002- J SOLD UNCE (USA) B) R OSdhnr 4 7 10 JQUnn3B 

-Udadnd- 

BETTW® 5-2 Mr NretrMind. 7-2 Gold lanca, 8-1 Sooty Tern, 7-1 Mai- 
oter, Oterens Boy, 8*1 DouMe itaraft, 10-1 K CM Sago, IT-loftera 


3.55 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (FINAL) (CLASS B) B13fi00 
added 7f 

! U4CSI- SKEWCUSSBOSMCDtMrajuwaaBlOO. 

- - - -■ --A ClarK 13 

3 026610- GREATEST (29) (CD) U&Gav ftdewa^ 69 8 .... 

SSawJore 3 B 

3 LVYUa BUtE RTER (2^ (C) (D) 0 Inpan 4 o 7... -_.J Wu*cr9 B 

4 20311-0 ™wCREB«(lS)(C0)VSwnert93 . . ..CRunerg 

5 643(131 SEA DANS 6 12) (CDl 1 Mj-3 J 9 0 i4(M . R Hanson 11 

6 .X0521 STEP ON DEGAS (14) fC9) M FctftaJcn Cwfr-, 4 0 L 3 

OGrtfKtepj 4 

J atJOBU ROTW.CARlJONI14)(CD|OLWBre5Ai3 SWrfhrorthe 
8 ODU-W APOLLO RED (11J (CD) G t Moan; 8 8 -J. . . Cartyi***? 

I m3)-3 JO MAXBrfUS (Ml (D) SCbti 589 ADaly(S)5 

10 23404-2 FORT KNOX (14) iCOl » 6 38... MWHmuR 

II 03166-4 SHONTARC (9) (D) (BR M fc jnaiji 4 rt ; 

- — Boan McKenna? 

12 63-o-Sl HAWAfl STORM (9) (CD) D llrcncft Dair-'.i ,’ n . 

■ M Btefi (3) 1 B 

13 OOC'63-4 BARGASH (M) (D) (BF) F D bans 5 7 1i] DYWtfduV 

-Udadared- 1 

Atownuni JCfti tue fiinirtft ;-j :e> 

BETlfliC 7-2 Royal Cartlon. 4-1 Sea Danag. 5 - 1 to MUmm, U -2 5 **,* 
Cbsafc. Step Da Dogat. 7-1 Fen (too*. 12-1 often 


ING RESULTS 


KELSO 


LOO: JL SEEKING GOLD (8 Sl-irevt 11- 
t; 2. Ardent Lovo 7 2 3. Call Me Black 6 - 
1 9 ran. 7 - 1 Uvwnria Tedictwry (unseareo 
n*?r> 4. 1 >j Etvciay. Tote: C3.30: 

Li .ft. LI - 'J. LI’ .'10 Dual Forecast: i4.£0. 
Onmpijr*f $trHigr,i Fore.-aSL ill 49. Tno: 
CIO 00. 

L30: 1. ROSS EL (A DortQmi 5-L 2 . SoL 
dat 1-4 Uv; 3. Jackson Parte S-L 12 ran. 
r*. V- iP Monrenn. Rosowed). Tote: £6.10-. 
Ll.U\ £1.10. £2 SO. DF: £2.50. CSF; 
£7.20. Trai- £4.20. 

2.00: 1. SEVEN TOWERS (B S forty) 11- 

2- **ony-SWp 16- L 3. Lo Stregooe 11- 
2. 13 ran. 5-1 (av into The Red i4thl. 4 . 4 . 
KAn M favrtrry. Sarfhi^ni. Tale: 17.60: £2.60. 
£4.30. £L 70. OF. £78. iX CSF. £7234. Tn- 
case £458.79. Tr»: U38.30 

230: L DIRECT ROUTE iP Cartwnvl 10 - 
J )t tav: 2 . Unde Doug 16- L’ 3. Thornton 
Gate 10 -L 10 ran. Ifi0-30jt lav Haoa Breeze 
item. 1 . '/:. i j H. jr.au Johnson. Ootjfai. Tote: 
£4 30; £1 20. £2.20. £3.70. DF: £19.40. 
«SF- £47.16. Incase t-WLDJ.Trw £236.90. 
After a Stewards mquey the ouan^ remand 
unaltered. 

3- 00:1- WEE RIVER (JCallagiani 7-4:2. 

Regal Rompor 9 2. 3. Lort Dorcct t-4 lav 
2 - 3 v - ,G , -' l »re. MKWtehani. Tote: 
£3.40: £1.60. 00 CrF £7.40. CSF: 

(PCarOefTY) 4-5 lav: 2 . 
Bfiwlt 12- L 3. Mytlticai Approadt 9-2. 19 
™ 1 ,.. t 1 ’ 1 1 Matoni. Tote: £L 7i> 

DF: £9 ’°°- ^ 

L1L3.' Ine: £13 90 . 

^«l«= £32.00- Qoadpot: £19.M. 
Place & E4E..3S. Mace 5: £25.38. 

KEMPTON 

a *** ' Dvvasf " kv: 

°- *• DM ft™*! £4 00. 

fordForur.,) Tote: C3 4.1;' 7 ^: 

CSF: £14 st, rrro- T 12 S? £ ^ 90 ’ 


iSwSfsSi 

■» “rv 11 

>*irn,rii 1 . liraw 1 - | I .l<i rMnj j 

woo! 


Jackpot £7.100.00 (part won. pool at 
£3.74j_33 cameo fonranl to Kempton today). 
Wacepot £6110. Quadpob £13.40. 

Place 6: £34.75. Place 5: £19. IB. 

SOUTHWELL 

12.45: 1 THE KHOINOA 0 Supple) 10- 
1; 2. SIWe On 6-4 far 3. Sir Boston lfi-L 
12 ran. 10. 1. (Mrs A Swtobanh). Tote: 
£22.90: £4.40. £120. £3.00. DF: £15.90. 

CSF: £28.4(3. Trio: £3^40. 

1-1S: 1 PET EXPRESS (LChamochl 5-2 
Jt tav; 2. Treasure Touch 5-2 A fair 3. Mir- 
ror FOw Sport 12-1 7 ran. 1 7. (P Hasten 1 . 

. Tote: £3.60; £180. £1.50. DF: £2^0. CSF: 
£8.31 

„ 1 RAMBO WA1TZH? O BfamhrfTi 5 . 

22. Osaoeigh tane 11-8 (av: 3. Sandwoui 
Denhn 13 - 2 . 12 ran. 8. IV.. (p NchoRsi. 

Tote: £3.00. £180. £150. £200. DF: r?gp 
csr. £5.75. Tno: £6.10. Non Runner 
Qiflibang Bang, 

SL20JL TRULY BAY ID Hanson) 11-4:2. 
Soaked 9-1 tav: X Unspoken Prayer 5-2. _ 
f ™; 3 - 5 - 1 0 Barw. Tote: £3.80; £190. (■>’ 
£150. DF; £4.80. CSF: £8.67. '■io 

^50: L KiNGCHIP BOY (A dark) 10 - 1 ; 

2- BOM Aristocrat 11-1; 3. Pleasure Drfck 

ran- 5-1 fov Awesome Venture. 

™ R y fln >- Tote: £11.00; £3.10. £3.90, 

rn^? F l Ml °°’ CSF: £U4 -L 3 - Tncast; 

tb27-27. Tno: £153.70. 

3^0: L CALDER KHUJ fR Lappm) 7-2; 2. 
FonaHr 100-30; 3. Mad NBttant 5-4 few. 11 
^ 4 u L El* 1 '- Tote: £7.00; £2.10. 
W-M. DF: £14^0. CSF: a637. Ttfaj 
AA" a stwraros' (nqiwy, the pteeftw 
reman unafterel 

, , *" CHWA CASTLE (S Drama) JD- 

2. Quamatr PiMe 50-1; S. Gobton 
7*®*' ’3-1- 9 ran. 4. u (P Haalam). Tots: 

16. £13^0. dim Dual ftrecasc 
CSF: £7302. Tncasc £10155. Tno: 

£7 ISO. 

£15.40. Quadpot: £6.10. 

6: £17.15. Place 5: £7 JS. 

I David Nicholson endured a mis- 
^rable first Wat ro Kelso yesterday. 

Tne former champion trainer sent 
a nve-stroug squad to the Scottish 
frack hut made the trek bad to 
Gloucestershire empty-handed. 

The biggest disappointment was 
the reverse for his Triumph Hur- 
dle Contender, SoIdaL in the ju- 
venile hurdle. A winner over timber 
in France, Ihe gelding started at 1-2 
fur his British debuL He made a 
crucial mistake- at the third last but 
finished powerfully to be just a neck 
behind Rossel at the line. Nichol- 
s on was not downcast by tbe re- 
verse and said: “I don’t just hope >- - • 
he is a Triumph Hurdle horse; he * “ 
,v u Triumph Hurdle horse. This 
wss his first run in Britain and he’s 

dune no thin g wrong.” 
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sport 


Viking Flagship is the sturdiest vessel 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 


It is four weeks since punters Iasi 
had the chance to spend Satur- 
day afternoon watching British 
jumps racing, so the first task to- 
day must be to resist the urge to 
rush out and bade one horse af- 
ter another without so much as 
checking that they have the de- 
sired number of legs. It may 
prove a difficult resolution to 
keep, since the Victor Chandler 
Chase has been added to an al- 
ready excellent programme 
from Kcmpton and Haydock, 
and several of today’s contests 
will surely prove irresistible. 

This was not the sentiment of 
Milton Bradley, however, when 
he discovered yesterday that 
Martin Pipe bad declared Prid- 
weU for both the Champion 
Hurdle Trial - his first prefer- 
ence - at Haydock and the 
Lanzarotc Handicap Hurdle at 
Kempton. This left Bradley s Te- 


jano Gold 101b adrift of the 
handicap proper when he would 
otherwise have been running off 
his true mark, but did no harm 
at all to the chance of Make A 
Stand. Pipe’s principal hope for 
the race. Tejano Gold was im- 
mediately scratched while Make 
A Stand shortened to 6-4, leav- 
ing Pipe with 10 oul of 10 for 
cunning plans, but distinctly 
fewer points for sportsmanship. 

It may be. though, that a third 
successive victory wfl] still prove 
beyond Make A Stand, since his 
rivals arc unlikely to allow this 
front-runner the generous head 
stan which set up his victory in 
the William Hill Handicap Hur- 
dle at Sandown in December. 
Instead, it is worth recalling that 
Master Beveled ( next best 2.40) 
would have run Make A Stand 
very close that day but for a des- 
perate mistake at the last flight. 
He is five pounds better off to- 
day and should make it count. 

The weights are all against 
Vildng Flagship (3.10) as he at- 


tempts to give a stone and 
more to seven rivals in the Vic- 
tor Chandler Chase, but even 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Cheater 
(Catterick IjOO) 

NB: Elpidos 
(Kempton ZAO) 


so, the former champion two- 
miler may be the one to back. 
Few of his opponents are at the 


peak of their form, while one of 
those who is, stable-male Storm 
Alert, seems only to win at As- 
cot and Sandown. It was ai the 
former track that Storm Alert 
beat Ask Tbm four weeks ago, 
which was a little less than 
might have been expected of 
Tbm Hue’s chaser, and a reverse 
which does not emide him to 
start favourite today. V iking 
Flagship, by contrast, was visi- 
bly short of fitness when nar- 
rowly beaten by Sound Man at 



L 

1987 88 89 90 91 92 *93 

94 

95 

98. 

I Fata of ttw tevowftBO: 

4 8 ■ r B 2 2 P 

sa 

i • 

8 - 

(Wtaoeria pteea In botttart 0 01 0 2-3 0 

3 

i* 

0 

ptrraBTiil ar 1 -- — 

aurung'ffiCeSw 

16115-2 9-4 10-1 -62 U-2' 12-1 

61 

45 

20-1 

WfonteCaCaa: 

9 12 6 5 7 B 6 

6 

7 

e 

WkndiUtealgkt 

9.10 11.4 '10.7 103 10-310.13 100 la 61100 112 .1 

| Pnrtt or loaa to £1 stakac Fswrartto* -£4.95 Saoood Favourttaa 

-£4.50- 


| Parcaata^ of win acre 

Maaro lat, 2nd or 3rd In teat nos 70% 


■ 


|Skortartpdc«lwfnnocTi)to6Aert 65 11995) UmflKt-priceft Warm Spel 20-1 (199® | 

Top tratnais: J Jaws - 

Grey Saute (1369), Ariaai (19901 




Topjoekoy: R Ounwoocfy 

- Gray Salute (1988), Adam (1990) 




JOrtome- 

Nijmegen 09941. Trying A^in (1995) 





Sandown last month, and may 
now be approaching his best 

Kempton also provides the 
bet of the day, as ROSEN- 
CRANTZ (nap 210) attempts to 
further improve Vcnetia Will- 
iams’s outstanding strike-rate. 
“People keep saying I’ve had a 
good start to the season, and 1 
say, hang on, we’re in January 
now," she said recently. “Most 
of it’s gone.” Her winning per- 
centage is still 40 per cent, how- 
ever, and long may it continue. 

At Haydock, the Champion 
Hurdle Trial is, for once, wor- 
thy of the name, with three 
prominent names in the ante- 
post market, Dato Star (10-1), 
Birasey (20-1) and Mistinguert 
(33-1) among the field, not to 
mention form lines to the likes 


of Space Trucker and Large Ac- 
tion. It is supporters of the 


lat- 


ter who should be most satisfied 
by the result, since Bimsey 


Nahthen Lad, winner of the 
Sun Alliance Chase at last year’s 
Festival, will jump a fence in 
public for the first time since in 
the Peter Marsh Chase, but his 
run in a Bangor hurdle before 
Christmas was most disap- 
pointing and Ungraded Missile 

(1.45) looks a safer beL 
There will be more Champi- 
on Hurdle clues in Ireland to- 
morrow in the Irish equivalent 
at Leopardstown, even though 
Collier Bay, winning of both 
races last year, e sdU not forward 
enough to make his seasonal 
reappearance. David Nichol- 
son’s team of Zabadi and Hs- 
cartefigue, though, give Britain 
every chance of a fourth win in 
eight years, with Theacreworid 
and Urubande most likely 10 
keep the prize at home. Nichol- 
son also runs Mulligan in the 


(1.15), runner-up to Large Ac- 
:nha 


ArkJe Cup. but few among the 
will expect anything but 


tion at Cheltenham last time, 
looks the probable winner. 


crowd 

victory for Daholi as a' Gold Cup 
challenge in his novice season 
grows ever more likely. 


HAYDOCK 
1-15: BIMSEY. a highly creditable 
’/-■length second lo Large Action in 
the Grade 2 Bub Hurdle over 2mlf 
at Cheltenham in December, is 
well suited by fast ground and will 
be hard to beat. Pridwell, a most un- 
reliable customer, will pose most 
problems if on one of his going davs. 

QQQ 

1-45: UNGUIDED MISSILE, far 
from disgraced in finishing IV* 
lengths .second to Go Ballistic ui the 
valuable Bclterwarc Handicap 
Chase aL Ascot last month, is proven 
over these tough drop fences, goes 
well on a sound surface, and is still 
on a fair handicap mark. Jodami 
looks the chief threat. 


HYPERION’S 


■ jfcVYj/! j ■ ■ 



2.15: PLEASURE SHARED, below 
his best on his return to hurdling 
from chasing when six lengths third 
to Ocean Hawk in the Grade 1 Long 
Wilk Hurdle over 3m I f] 10yds at As- 
cot in December, is capable of 
much better than that and can turn 
the tables today. The others look oul 
of ihi-ir depth! 


KEMPTON 

2J0: The pari iripa lion of front-run- 
ner Lucky Blue is a big phis for Elpi- 
dos. Micky Hammond's five-year-old 
is best when held up in a strongly run 
race. But his late thrust may be 
blunted by having to give 10ib to 
ROSENCRANTZ! This well-bred 
gelding looks handily weighted. 

□OQ 

2-40: Make A Stand deserves great 
respect alter authoritative wins at 
Ascot and Sandown. This track 
should suit him even belter, but at 
such cramped odds it could well be 
worth taking him on with CHIEFS 
SONG. Simon Dow's seven-year-old 
looked as good as ever when win- 
ning here in October. 


U Ob STORM ALERT, who beat Ask 
Tom (lib better off today) by 'h- 
Icngth al Ascot last month, may be 
(he better suited of (be pair by to- 
day’s faster surface and can confirm 
the placings. Viking Flagship is 
well h andic a pped despite top weight 
on his best form but is taking longer 
to come to hand nowadays while 
Dancing Paddy, who jumped better 
than usual when winning at Chel- 
tenham recently, is still liable to 
make a costly mistake. 

rm 

340: LACKENDARA, a creditable 
11 lengths third to "Hying Again 
when 121b out of the handicap here 
in November, should go close. Fire 
To Seven looks the danger. 


Horaa iTrafoerAoeumt) 

Carat 

WHkem MB 

Ladbrokes 

Tote 

Make A Stand <U Pioe/10si3fol 

64 

11S 

23-8 

13-8 

Master Beveled IP 0 Evsns/lOstlOIbi 61 

61 

61 

62 

CMeTs SongJS DowOOsc7fol 

61 

61 

7-1 

61 

Shrer Groom (R AKahurst/lOstfllbi 

7-1 

7 1 

61 

61 

BMteo’a ChOlCT Ip NrfirrffaWl&tl 10-1 

61 

61 

11-1 

Tom Brarflo (J H JohnsonflOsO 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

61 

Gales CsvaOer (D Gardotfo/lOsu 

7 1 

71 

61 

14-1 

Dreams Ead IP RrMim'TferiUil 

161 

161 

11-1 

161 

IGasTOr fN HendersotViast5lbl 

261 

261 

261 

261 

Rak A Dakar iD Dsworxh'lOsri 

20-1 

33-1 

33-1 

261 

Ashwefi Bov IP HabbsrlQEt5fol 

33-1 

461 

261 

261 

Ros Castle (R Hodfies/lQsl) 

461 

461 

33-1 

33-1 

Prtdwek (M Pltrarf2«i 

doubtful 

doubtful 

doutrfU 

doubtful 

Master Tribe (Mrs J PrtrrmflOsO 

doubtful 


Doubtful 

doubtful 

Tefono Gold (P Bradfew’lOa) 

doubtful 

doubtful 

dmbtful 

doubtful 


Eacn-waya Quarter the odds. places L 2. 3 


LEOPARDSTOWN - Sunday 


0 ACI BAILEYS ARKLE PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP NOVICE 
L___i] CHASE £15,000 added 2m If Penalty Value £9£75 

1 117443- BCAKSIOWI Ms Pi OlitasqtPMiAisS 130 fi Cotter (3) 

2 4313F1- ttWUUIDJO'NefflTfttey9130 TP Treaty 


\9At%\ AIG EUROPE CHAMPION HURDLE E5L500 added 2m Penat- 
l±LI2lJtyVWue £34000 

1 514m COCMCYlAD0)Dal))NMeade8111O RHa$es 

3 13- DMBJM(USNaicHFiSoe((R»reSp«aNMemB7U10 FCmtany 


001111 MULLIGAN (Lady (tens) D Mdrtson (GBi 7 13 0. 


DH O'Conner 
.....COTXvyer 


4 296414- HEADBAN&ER iMs Beetnce Durfou M M 4wji 10 11 7 

5 S11/B1F- KHABASARlWHenressy) AMidns 7 11 7 

6 703137- PBMDARAlAIGoH Syndeate) AP01ften811 7 

BETTING: S-4 ftaoS, 64 Ihdteen, 4-1 Kharasar, 12-1 BaatetoMi Keadbanger, 2B-1 Peooders 
1996: Msnhanan CasOe 7 U 7 F VMxxB 4-1 iA L t Moue) 6 ran 


211413- URUBANDE (M G St Qdraon) A P OFrien 7 11 10.. 


531432- ESCARIEnGUE{HQ(OanvnCMefca10NkOoison(GS)5U6_ 

811331- HEAIREIMMU><MeJ(ml4aBria)AP(rtanSllB 

511611 ZABAn(LaayHans)DMdio6an(GB)511B. 


XF 

-_A 


^CPS 


2738&0 NOTCOMtAIMNGBUT {Ms C A Moor?) P Miflns 6 11 5 . 

-7 1 


.TP Tracy 


BEITM& 7-4 Escntefl&ic, 7-2 Untete, Zrtad, S-l Tteataworid, 6-1 MRU. 8-1 Cockney Irt, 
11 T itntrno^lnlntyjiiit 

1996: Center Bay 6 11 10 J Osborne 5-1 (J CYd) 11 ran 


Horse (TramerAmutht) 

Coral 

was** mu i«e»HK 

Tote 

Ask Tom (7 Tate/1 OstlOlb) 

64 

168 

7-4 

62 

Storm Alert <D MchotsorVlOstab) 

4 1 

62 

62 

7-2 

Bbf Matt IN HendersonflOsti 

4-1 

62 

4-1 

61 

VBdnri FtartMoiD Ntchatson/llstlOlb) 61 

61 

61 

62 

Danetad Paddy (K C-8rownfl0a2IM 

161 

161 

161 

61 

Ctav County (M Hammond/lOst) 

7-1 

7-1 

161 

12-1 

Mbraet (P HobbVIOstt 

11-1 

32-1 

161 

161 

CaBkoa Bay (0 SherwoorVlOsn 

161 

Ifrl 

261 

12-1 

Each- woy a firth the ockfc, pbces L 2.3 


,w. 


KEMPTON 


• 


2.10 

VICTOR CHANDLER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS |:(M 1 

C) f^OOO added 2m 5f n 

9 4A VICTOR CHANDiHT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS A) 
°" w (Grade 2) £35000 2m 

C4 


12AO Mandys Mantmo 
UO Sea Victor 
1.40 Fine Thyne 
210 Rosencratz 


HYPERION 

240 Chief's Song 
3JO Storm Alert 
340 Lackendara 
4.10 Tanglefoot Tipple 


GOING: Good lo Firm. 

■ Right-hand cwnrse. rracllcaDj- Urn. Run-in of 200yd. 

■ Couw is on A;<08 at Sunbnry. Kanpum Pnk railway sunton a4abK ranrae. ADftCSaON: 
OuhSI5. JunJots (10 lo iTR-ytar-okte) £12; Grandstands 10; Sllvw Ring Sfi. Accompa- 
nied children under-] li trot. CAR PARK: Members £2: remainder, free. 


136245- LUCKY BLUE (329) (FR teaman) S&ie 10 130. 


-At A 


RE-230 CALL MV GUEST (31) IDsUiDOeiR tacock 7117. 


4-54500 AUJNE MNCSt (28) (H M Heymanj 0 Shawxxl 5 U 3 

4-F333P WAS (HQ (TO (Man OuraiJ J lerfes 8 11 3 


JkPHeCoy 

_KMme 


11-3543 ElffDOS (35) Ms Itag Mre) M tamrund 5 11 ! 


4U2213 MORSTDCX (47) IWsM FaBarra R Hags 7 li' 10. 


112541 BARF0RD SOVEREIGN (37) TO (Barton) BbodsiDcMJFandQre 5 10 7. 
01-112 R0SSCRANIZBUIBF)aJFi4ICRfltteVlMai&5108 


GftadeyV 

RGanflfy 

.TtacMteP) 
PMk 


11213 2 VfOfG FLAGSJfP (42) (CO) (ftxstl roods Um®cO D Mcdofewi 10 11 10 AH»*t 

U61-12 ASK1lMC2Q[D}|flfl(BTSu«n-ftmr)Tiae8iaiO R tatty 


54-1131 STORM ALERT (28) TO (Mrs Dam Perm) DMcholson 11 10 8.. 


2003-31 DANCtlG PADOT (35) TO (Bjenrce Raeng K 9 10 2 PHkte 

4FUU-2 curcauMY|U)m(naO^SNUHmandi2ioo apmco* 


1632-43 SmSGUrSP0MT(USA)(45)(MnVRHDaratjBnd$r7105.. 

3TO6 STORM DOST (391 (q (H JSurfcyTto Mb HKn^S S1D5 

5F23-3P SE(»nOBA(35)TO(SPTnMSMelDr8104. 


SB2-26P BEUATT(35) |C) (D) d 4W Braar) N Hendason9 100 MAFtageraU 

421502 tOBREET (36) (D) (BF)(TBiyWteneri P Rotte 10100 GTormey 

115122 CAIltSOE BAY (3G)TO (R Waais) 0 Sierwood B 10 Q 

-SdKtarad- 


12 4-12P25 KALASAm0BA}{38) TOtGAUnon) VSoana6102. 


— jiFemn 

M Mam V 

JARteharfcB 


ss 


13 352*04 ROYAL PS’S! (NZ) (37) (AM DadrgBM A J Mkon 10 10 0. 

-IRGadaad- 

Umtmm waffic IOsl True f onhea p netghc Royal 9a lib. 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: D Ntebotsou — IS •rinnen from M nin- 
ncra gives a success ratfci of C8. 1% and a loss u>a£l lew) nuke of £1.64; X Bailey — 
Utvhnn, W>rarmera,21J8% 1 -Sl.i8-.M Pipe — 12 winners, .'W nmnom, 20 4-512-13; 
"N Henderson — fll wmnem. 70 runners. KLtPk, -S6.-10. 

■ LEADING JOCKET5: J Osborne — 27 wtnnen., Ill ridal, 2-IJS. +S24.I9; R Db*- 
woady — 21 winners, JOf> ride*. 1D. - J%, -S35J7: A Maguire — 18 winners, 81 ndoi, 
21 .-IW, -i8.0S; M A Fitzgerald — 18 winners. 01 rides. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Scad Blofla ulsorcrf) (2.101; GanytoaRb LXAOy 
WINNERS IN 1AST SEVEN DAYS: lbrterTribe 1 2.40 j won al Leopantsuwn on Sanjrdu'. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Down The Fell 1 12.401 & Ton Brodlc (2.40) have been 
fc-rn 278 mite* hyJH Johnson from Crook, Co. Ihuham: Clay Coamyi 3.1(1 1 4 Elpidos 1 2.10} 
-■an 24- r > miles by M Hammond from Coverharn. N Voriw. 


12.40 


TWICKENHAM NOVK£ CHASE (CLASS B) £13^00 added 
2m Penalty Value £9^241 

541213 DOWNTlCFELL(423(l*sS JchnaoT) JHJotrarBll 11 AMapMa 

51RJ31 GtHDEN HBJU) (36) (U) tG E. ShodEri T Eaaeity 6 11 7 RGantty 


BET1WG: 51 RosencrautL 100-30 BstantSmrareteL 11-2 Bpita, 7-1 Morstnck, 51 SauQ$ert 
P0U, 12-1 CsG My Qaete, 14-1 AMtew Dane, lucky BkM, 1S-1 RayM Few. ItetaaMr 251 Dpk, 
SUothan 

1996: Arab's Double 8 U 5 1 CiRoty M IR Budiiert 15 ran 
FORM GUDE 

BARFORD SOVEREIGN, who goes well on tasi sound, won The last two of three races n 
1995-96 and returned to form when landing a gamble at Fakenfam five weeks Deck, scor- 
ing easing up by nine lengths. She can uoplcment the pins oft a 5lb wgie raWig. Rosen- 
crantz. adhou^i by Sadlers Weds, is another who acts wed on gtxl to Arm. Winner of the 
last of two races In 1995 96, he took hla lira two this term, a Wlncaraon and Tauntoa but 
was oeaten a couple of lengths by Hay Dance when a 2-5 chance in a siowty run race beck 
at the latter track. Elpidos woimd up last season with a hat-trick and has bean running wel 
without warm mg ttw term. TTw wii be his first outing at two mtes ft* but he should last 
home on ties easy couse. Mor to n was a good second to General Mouktar mer a funong 
further at iMncanton after winning over the minimum there, while Mn i gfo t' s Point gets 
the trip and wM have Aifoan Manure's assistance. SatacUoB HARFORD SOVEREIGN 


AMramclDS. True day QuMy 99 13h B(g Ate 93 12ft htoaef 9a UJb. Cafcoe Bay Bsr Sh. 

BETTWG: 54 Ask To*, 7-2 Sfom AteL 52 Bg Mad. 51 VMogFbgihfo. 7-1 Omteg Paddy, 16-1 
Rbraet, 12-1 day Cooaty, 14-1 Bay 
1966: aim a Asced Bg Mao 8 10 d U A Rugerate 51 (N Henderacnlll ran 
FORM GUDE 

Stnnn Atet wouM hove been more at home tf ths event had taken place at Ascot a week 
aff>. as ail three of his wins thfs season end his singe success tost term were gamed at ihe 
Berkshire track. Afthougi he e 41b better off with Ask Tom than when mastering that rruai 
by had a length in the Frognore Chase. Tom Tales runner is expected to reverse that rui- 
ning >4th more use kkaty to be made of hfm thfs time. Ask Tom would prefer soft ground 
and this track Is plenty sharp enou0i for him. A chance e taken rtth BIG MATT, wno record- 
ed his only tnumpn last season when defeating Storm Alerts stablemaie Martins lamp a 
length and a half off a 7ib hi^ier ratmg than today's. Big Man. wno wil nantSe the fast su- 
face. 03es best fiesn. Storm Alert got home by l'/H from CaOaoe Bay at Ascot in Novem- 
ber with Dancing Paddy (who was making rus reappearance! a further four tenths adrift 
third of four. CaBaoe Bay has a 4lb pul with Storm Alert and Dancing Paddy is 8fo better. 
The last named later beet Kforeet torey a pound Denar) three and a naif lengths at Chel- 
tenham, and could pose a threat. Clay County was beaten ten lengths by Super Tactics on 
hs return In October but has not raced smoe. VGdng Ffo^Mp m^n need the run ana has 
It to do azthe we&vs in any case. S ot ect h m: BIG MATT 


0 4/11 SUN PUNTERS CLUB FULMfELL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £UyOOO added 2m 4f 110yds 


C4 


34-1223 LAID AFAR (23) (CD) (T) Ford) PVWther 1011 7. 


|2.4Q| lanzarote handicap HURDLE 


112112 IBSIER DRUM (23) IMafcrtm Satchel*) MWMwwn 8 11 7. 

111-112 MANWS MANIWO pSKWn Hackenj J G4tod 7 113 

- 5 1 


-A P McCoy 
FMkte 


BE17DIG: 9-4 Land Afar, 52 Mandys llandno, Ur4 Mister Dm, U-2 Dm The FAG, 51 Gohteo 

||q|q 

1996: Trymg A^n 8 11 3 R Dumoody 52 (D GnUbi 6 ran 


JOHN COURT OF MARGATE QUALITY DECORATORS NOVICE 
J “ IM I HURDLE (CLASS B) £9^000 2m 5f Penalty Value £6^85 


11UF2 COURBARL (53) (DJ (BF) (tkhanl Geen (Fine Mm^ll U F^je 5 11 7 A P McCoy 

2-1 REATTf MONEY CREEX (52) fftach Rio* U® OShavood B 11 4 If 

1 SEAWCn»(35)UDBKl>ibe«ll.ftaiB511A 

5233 ADKOV (57) flreuor MKheg 1 Mgar 5 11 0 Al 


(CLASS B) KMd 

£20fl00 added 2m 

3P3F0-5 P10DWBL (35) TO Hones. Basrodt and Beet ftmeitfro) M Hpe 7 12 0 2nd prof 

2206-32 MASTDI BEVBTO (42) (D) (Me E J VWams) PDBow? 10 19 CMty 


110F25 STRONG MBJONE (28) TO (Dr DBAS*) KBaley 101110.. 


1132-P2 GO IMVBCSM. (35) (p) (Ob^ersl CbrAtwceTrv LSD C 9ooks91110 GBmdky 

224121 SMTEU HOME P7) (D) IP BMenj P Bovran 6 11 2 R, 


4020-14 9UIERGRO0M(43)TOTOeSGier(MnBtomBd*ARAWua71O8 Si^enTO 

03P4-16 CHEFS SONG (63) (CD) Ms Arne Devne) SDw 7 10 7 DMhge 

32-6100 DREAMS EMJ (4Z) (D) (T G ftce) P Bonen9 105 RFmant 


PT64-43 LACXBIMM (5S) (C) [OpenngBd Partnetfro) Mss H Kr»g« 10 108. 

212F-22 TOETOSaiEN(UGAH35)MF)(T«>PMTwo)Pf*eft0fc81O7 

13-F111 BEAlS0NOQ)aWEBGMlfo*TR Bud4er8 10 2 

113-260 GARRYLOUGH (43) 0 i VLtideyl D Gardoflo 8 10 1., 

-T« ’ 


A P McCoy 

ZamSb 


1RQPCQ- KOSAB (270) (H (Teny Berem) N heitea) 6 10 5 . 


S2F1-4P ASHHBLBOrGS) |D)(ABSItecm0PHcbbs 6 10 5_ 
1-12511 MAKE A SIAM) (2fl) (D) (PA Deaf) M Fpe 6 10 3. 


-MARhgnU 


BETTRfft 51 BeMrea, 10630 Stately Horn, 7-2 Rve To Sewn, 4-1 Go UdvcnaL 152 ladusiitera, 
51 Sanytoogb. 12-1 Stroeg UadciBe 

1990: Master Boston 8 U 7 L Wyer 3-1 (R Woo*ou») 7 ran 


PU-232 GALES CKVALEt (S3) (D) TOadgl Racng D Genddfo 9 10 0 

111/4- R0U. A tXXlAR (448) (CD) [KCosClDl □ tecrti 11 100 

106021 MASTHI TRBE (7) (D) ttebef Al fbag Srattes) l*S J Penan 7100.. 


JtPHeCoy 


02-40 COUNIHYTARQUPi (51) fifes C A James) RHod&s 5110. 
60 G*m«W(37)(MrsJHcte)Nf0rt«5UO. 


0P020P/ H0NBT DAVE (753) (DMwrm«l 6 Peace 7110.. 


122234 MYTTOirs CKCICE P3] TO (Gcroon M)«rl D MdWson 6 ID Q_ 

13 41-1114 TOMBR00E(3q(D)TO)MsM W BrS JHJanreon 7100— 

14 306130 R0S CASIIE (170) TO ntssRDoesoDR Hodges 6100- 

15 9204-41 TEIANOa0LD{USA)(29)TO(PBreSeylPBadk)y71O0- 

-15l 


Jtedpref 


-BFentne 


660602 MOMTECOTtrai ffl OrVtehaeiCtmelOS MeRsS U0. 
ffi SARBMCARE (40) (Sarera Peaks) P Hobbs 5110- 


_G Tbnocy 


..-JAARWerste 


10 233-03 MAYLW MAQC (33) IBore of da tats F bpsccmb) T Caaey G 10 9. 

-lOductered- 

K7TWG: 5-2 Sea WdBr. 31 Coaharf, 7-2 Raaefy Hooey Creek. Mortecot, 51 Uwfia Mage. 14-1 
Attn. 2D-1 Country Tanpkn. Sarenacare, 60-1 other* 

1996: Jet Rules 6 11 0 A P McCoy 4-1 (Mrs J Rtmanl 13 ran 


1.40 


SUNBURY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £12,000 added 3m 
Penalty Vafue £8465 

AW211 nNE7HVNE(5B)(CD)(PHaWtegBKD»sAPBBai81110 MARB^M 

— . — . ^ ^m»«»i-i»fc^*-iiinii. ,.. .ni< iq | LaWTSOCC 

_I_APMoCoy 


211- PAWTS BROTHER (24aW Ms CGoo*e«PHBlger 9 1110- 

FW322 SUNSET A/O (28) fOVn Fre»r^ T CStey 10 11 5 

(H»P VOLLEYBALL (30) Ms M N Tiine li P Hedg r 8 11 5 

-4 dodnd- 


BEttMG: 4-9 Rne Thyne, 52 Smut Arid Vine, 16-1 Pmfs Brother, 25-1 VOVeybel 
1996c Uv Coumrymm 9 11 ID R Duwooay 10-1 rh Baseyl 9 ran 


Mrmuniro0c lOa.TrwfBndcapi«(fhB:RelADotar9a 126. Master Tribe 9* 12ft MyttonlOioice 
So 13b, Tom BmSe 9st J2h ffos Cash 94 Ufs, Tefeno GoU 9st 4b. 

BETTW6: 156 Hake A Stand, 7-1 Master Bemled, 51 ChtefU Seng, 10-1 SRrer Groom, 12rl Gaia* 
CMSer, 14-1 Mytforfo Choke, Toro Brodte, 16-1 Orearoa Ead, 25-1 Altere d Boy, KIb*, Rod A 
Dollar, 33-1 Roe Castle 

1996: Warn Sped 6 11 2 A P McCoy 20-1 (G L Moore)12 ran 
FORM CUBE 

The weights have been prevented from gomg up a stone oy Martin Pipe leaving In PrtdweG 
(who runs 3\. Haydock! and duvnd oe a big haip to MAKE A STAND. The ste-yere-oid beat 
Master Beveled ( 2A> better) a couple Of lenghs ai the WBAsm HU Handcap Hurdle at 
Sandown last month wfth SRver Croon (91b beoeri fourth and D ra nma Sxl a long way 
beck and should c on fi rm superiority. He fodtwed up with another al-the-way victory In a 
Grade Two ai Ascot and this sharp track Is made for ram. CMafa Song, the 1995 Vtf Bam 
Hdi Handcap Hurdte waor and game wlmer over course and dstance on hs reapprance. 
ftmstwd seven lengths adnft of Make A Stand when ihey were fifth and s«h to Space Truck- 
er at Cheftenhsm m November. Simon DoWs charge has a 12fo adwno^ and may be the 
one U3 faSow the tavouhte home. Sdectto* MAKE A STAND 


FORM GLIDE 

Garrytough is tried In btfokers after quo unplaced efforts fodowng har second to Larry* Lord 
at SbKfonJ on her rearm. She mgit be the one to cause BEATSON most trouble. Beatson 
woidd probably ham won at wmcareon m November on rae return nut for follng when lead- 
ing tvro oul He has snee made amends by landrg ns three races sroee and can cany on 
the good work despOe going ofT a mark 17b foxier than when landing the hat-tnek at Plump- 
ton. Stately Home was wrtng for the tegtthtinw tJv$ taro when 12 lengths, too gpod 
for Strong Medfekte a Sandown and should have no trouble confirming the form on 6b 
worse terms. Five To Seven would Dm won at tMncantor last month on his test outing 
Cm season if he hed not been hampered end refused two out He was beaten tak and square 
by Nasan at Ungbekf but should not be for away. Go Un iv ersa l and Strong Medicine will 
fnd it tnufji gvmg 22b to the selection but dual coixse wtoner La ck e n da ra ran third to 
Trying A&n here fast time and should put up another g»d dspiay. Sd e ttfl o n: BEATSON 


4-lfl 


WEATHERByS 'SDVRS OF TOMORROW* STANDARD OPBV NH 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1350 2m 

0 OHMMlE-rat (28) (Jtehad J Gay) B Prarce 5 11 5 MroKHB* 

55 CUW0N6 (42) (G Harwood) HS A PenWt 6 11 5 

U L Du*w J Dulop 5 11 5 


GREMAnC Ms J AW N Hatera 6 11 5 . 


— MraAPmett 
JHrHDookp(7) 


OP- SHAVANO (257) MS HIAsafl M MadgdCk 5 11 5 . 


-BFranaa 


0-2 TANGUFOOT TVPIE (224) Ms JE Hide) R Abe 6115- 
STARtStA»(HgiseasLesuaumDEaDEbacrei4i0 7- 
IBf TIAES (USA) (Tries of VMgvd M npe 410 7- 


CURRBI BGL1 tOrstDfher Vurafi C May 4 10 2 ., 
-9 1 


— P Henley (3) 
-MrNMoren(7) 

A P McCoy 

KGede 


BETTMR: 94 Ta«efoot Tlppto, llr4 EnbergD, 3-1 Tea Ttnes. 152 CbMag. 12-1 Star talnd, 19 
Crerer Bel, 20-1 otben 

199ft Com* Kbet 4 10 2 6 F Rym 4-1 Mss H Kngn) 21 ran 


,-wf 


'4 

'W 


je 






- ^ :: i' 


. jv.a*7-' 


I 


L30 


BEDALE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 
added 2m 


HYPERION 

UDO Cheater 130 Bold Boss 2D0 Chummy^ Saga 
230 Grfe Ahead 330 Beau Mateiot 330 Abbey- 
bKfa AjOO Phar Smoother 


GOING: Good t 

■ LeO-hand course, umhibuitg and sharp- mm- In 

■ rv n y wr is NW of uwm on A61-30. Partington station Mm. AD- 
MISS ION; null ill: Taneraads 57; Course &2.60 (under Ifc free 
Into all cndreaires;. CAB PARK; Members S2. remainder free. 


5330W DATONG PAST (38) TO M Hammond 7 119 

2006 IB NOTAN (22} (ff) R Fahey 7 11 9 tb R Ttnteni (S) 

«W52 BOLD BOSS (49 G McoR 8 11 3 Jir 


3BPm> CAHMM.SNER(3Q)J Wade 8113. 

U6PRO CMUSSWWOSfl 3 Rcanwn 9113-1 

5&5W3 CURRA8H PETER (38) lAsPEWertaUD 113 

DANDY DES FIAUTS (FR) MrsS Grath 6 113 TReetf 

OWJP6P BDTOSTARA0OWI(43)MraSlaB»ptK8113JCMfbrd V 
6D4F43 fSRNCK5BH0IHBipi)resSSrmi7113-RW«tera(7) 
PPP-0U3 GONE ASHORE (B)M Barnes 6 11 3 SlBjtoCS) 


o on I LEEMWG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
^ 1 £4t075 added 3m If 110yds 


434P3P RR SBGOB (49) TO P WNgnann 11 11 12 — Gay 14m B 

332113 RUSSIAN CASTLE (4) J WaOS 8 11 9 JtJteMS 

2U-64P POntOHAN(33)BDbonllll3 AI 


143U02 BALE AHEAD (45) (DIG Lfaore 7112- 


QF06FF MA9CHYWG0 (30) N OrerttOan 10 U 2 . 
U38PF4J TVAN 5TAIE5 (45) (□>) J finer S 112- 


-WFry 






BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS N™*- _ 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS Far Senior (2.30) g ene JW ingcs 
from P Wegmann frwu Matecnvw, fitoucat erahire: C Tagdc Jester 
(1.00) sen: 201 milca by RChampfon from NewnauloL anlwk. 

nf^rvnTT SWALE NOVICE HURDLE (OASS E) £3fXX) 

L±!^J added 3m if UDyds ■ 

53-IFS SURE OFDONS (29) T EaSSty S 11 4 J ClGagMB 

■SS SBRSBBB»?iSSBM 

U5P5M CARNMONETfSflJ Season 9 1012-— GCa “ 

— amg ■ I !■ rart liGin W Mi h III 


11 36-30PP IEPT0N (42) JCms6 113 

12 Q3501- RDYMCRaE0N(32TOMH3nnaid6113JGrCBwerTO 
« GSEOO SOUTH COAST SOtR (29) JH Johnson 7 11 3 ASSrtb 

15P020 URBAN DANCBtB (USA}(42] BE&SMBU3 GCaM 


600617 SISTHt ROSZA (31) Ms S LanTOi 9 11 1 — DenbByme 
22-2364 T>C TOASTS? (31) )C) 10 1013 -ASSakti 

4/3P3-1 IEAVB6TCinZS((3l9(CS) JGtodson9 1013 — B Stony 

PS-433 SPARROW (MllCTOJftfiera) 10 108 F tarty (3) 

4P13P4 JOCffips) Basin 9 10 3 OCibH 


15 1064U3 Wra&r(USA)(9S)UBradaei8113 TJNterty 

18 P052-32 CHORUS IWE (TO P Beaumont 8 10 12 RSigate 

17 006002- 0G)DYR1IMBI(292) tAsSSmrt 7 1012 MrPMMnv 

IB d El CRANK SENOR (98) RYtotx»fiE 520 7—Den*B)ree 
-IB declared - 

BETTWft 64 Bold Boss, 51 Nnyat, T-2 DertegRret 6-1 IMre Daedng 
14-1 Royte Crteisoo, 20-1 Chore* Ltee, 25-1 Q Crank Sure, FenMeKS 
Brother, weeheby, 33-1 Bendy De Ptrt. Conart Peter. Hddy Ryner, 
60-1 OOws 


453PP1 1W SOUNBI (TO PD TO MBaeadart 10102J?Sepple 

524/P23 OtE 0I£ (87) Ms E Mescicp 11 ID 0 1 Pilntfiee 

5545-PP SNOOK FONT (29) Dlart 10 100 IBwke 

15 PFFE2M- IM Bt CWYS? (437) J taw 8 10 0 B Batten m 

18 05633P KSGIARERIVBt P9) RCoflns 710 0.JlrRTIeentBn (5)B 
17 PWff HKHT DESTINY (39) JOode 6 100 Glee (3) 

-tV it— - li lt — 

AfMnum w&gc IQtt The tertbsp net?t 9w* fbW fet 76. fra Ir? Owr 
& Kenmae filer 99 4®, Oesdy Bst 6b 

BETTINft 7-2 ShterReere, 9-2 ftde Ahead, U-2 HererentayCRbea. 1341 
Rnretee Carte, B-l Sfwttm Hal, 16-1 Ola Ole, 124 other* 


o on SEAMER NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
O,ou l (CLASS E) £4v075 added 2m 3f 
612/35-1 LENDEFAMU£(29)7Qmi 7 120 BStaey 


225121 TWW MIS (30) TO GM Moore 6 11 6 

50031-1 AHBEYLAACS (71) J H Johnstr 9 11 3 ASStribi 

imp MOWME FORIE (SO) J Arbm 7 112 M Motoeay 

164223- KNOW-WD-AH) (322) M ttemruend 8 10 9 AOortte 

06G2U-P YfORLD WfTHOLfTBC (33) M 5W«Sby8 106 — DPtetar 
204-461 GAiBO’S BOY (33) J Tuner 7 10 5 WFty 


650PP1 BOSWORIH HHD (30) |D)MsSHHde9 104-MI 
0546341 CAMPTDSAURUS(40) DAUarSlOl. 

43019 HOST RICH (812) 8 Ekdn 9 IT 0- 


646060 WS WI2ARO (38) M Barnes 8 10 D 
S12-4FP BOSSYMOSS (29) A Straerar 8 10 0. 


13 6U4P02 KARSMSIM0(3DMl&SSnMn610 

14 mm MARUN8F0RO{49)M5jjHdanlOlO0 — I 

15 063333 niUIA(TOMaSSrah7100 R 

-Ifidcdarad- 



AMnre vtHgC 103. True eetfis Most OH Sst 13ft Ute Hftatf 9tf m 
aisynoss 9a 10ft Menatfna 9sf 96, MaffrgArtt 9a 6b KBufla SB 5b. 
BETTMft 11-4 Abbeytatete, 3-1 Tete Fafts. 5-1 Lien Da Fmfe, 
trte, 16-1 BorewrtbHcbL 12-1 Know We fto, Ctebefo Boy, 14-1 otben 


^ SS^’jtoS^'61012 ASSrott 


2JDQ 


CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SELLING HtJAP 


W wa&tss 

24-200 CUJW0mP^F»M*¥71013J«»Bfe*rtDqdBm 

. 00 BSiDicWi euros?,? 

HBBfTO(39)TW8SW12- 

area la I kUwtivt fl in 1*9 Pf rTV 


10 3 HOB IfflJ put ■ ” 

11 0O432F 

’*> inNfi FLY ^ Sarah Harra^tfartar ( 10 12 . 

. ...» . m- mn I KiU A Ifl 1 ? 


fty 


IQNGH.T Ml n 

OOSP UAHrSlflSSpSJJlWa 810 !*- 


I WH3 J rremw “ — — — 

MT YOUNG PET R MeOmaldS 1° 12 . 

04-30 

q —we rnn Al AH f JITI I lldlffn B 11 
06 


M Foster 

VStrth 


HURDL£ (CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m 

630546 ANORAK (USA) 31) GWoore7^0 NHaBrty{7) 

OP42-00 BUt7SBET(8) TOttesJ&ES9U3 HNnM 


H LEYBURN HANDICAP HUI9XJE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m 

Ml-406 MASTER HYDE (38) TO WSkffiy 8 120 RHcftrtiTO 

346H>0 BSD SABLE (42) TO F Sbray 7 11 13 BStoray 


4XH) 


CATTERKX MAIDBI NAnONAL HUNT FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 


0402 B0YBUKENEYP9) MraSSntfid 112 RYUWasoeB 

063062 WEATHER AIKT (43) KWrprt 6 111 fUMreay 

ST-462 CHUWfffSSA8A(45)LUriD71013 Uarttaeft 


Jf Jones 


JtSrople 


PHU ECHO HW »■ LW’S' 0 

pnirtCAL SILL (47) J (hartor 6 lu 12 Kjoreimi 

17 66 aRWCEOFSANTS (46) M Hammond 6 10 12 ADubUa 

in tW»MilAOCJHeoia!Dn510? 

jUSTPOUYHAietairtrSlOr- -JfrTJ8mym 

mSE*!!T2£J£k — ^ 


060S2 aMR0fiffNTW.lAV(31) WMcfteran 61012-GCabaB 
, RW-300 AWEARANCE5A0ICY (31) FML»jf!y610 12 — THoffiW 
6 QU6-0QP FflAOJARAHIfTOffTODMctoSlOlO JPBb(7) 

065 B0U}T0P(38)SR6ft*eSSlD7 JECaMgvB 

066 JAUIAD(8}HNaander5U>6 R McGrath 

560 UHtCHEJd (4T) C Grat 6 10 b HdBalBMHOn 


91-4523 AB»IBW(33}TOMWEa*dylOUll- 

00- 1233 HMWC(GQPmWQiinfl0Bm5111O-J-McfiTO(7) 

631 STAR SBECnON (SUIfate 6 11 fi EftabandP] 

2434/42- SHAMRAM (4Z7) P Beajnm 9 11 6 BGnttn(7) 

504554- nPKns(2TOKTOUWEaBty9116 — PMBjNyP) 

2F1666- ALL CLEAR (2BS] TO 114 DPaTOr 

001- 515 naPHO (47) TOM HammanJ 6113 — AOrtbte 


10 414240 JBflHAIUnB)UCK(33)(CD) AStEdErBlll.TEbyV 

11 H nx» MR MOTOARIY (2TO (CO) 5 Boerg 6 11 0 M Foster 

12 3053-00 G8AIDMAN[50}DlMaa61010 DJMoUaa 

13 44F05-P 3ALLARDM (50) TO B Rdted 9 10 8— RSrote 


i MM nf nag 14 Soeeraiy 0 iu r — 

P 0FF^SAar(53)FW^5107-JteRTI« , d | «B 
00 oranMiawRBfldSlO] ™ 

TO* JeA— 4 - 


23 00 - 

BEnM2629um Optfonc, 4-i a»rtA| P jftM*** 

161 &hl Prince Ot 5Btete, 12-1 Oongror, M-L Pbf Eae, 1G-1 bums 


12 5APU0O SS YOU ALWAYS (8) TO M Barnes 7 10 0 SUybrB 

13 euows JWI«BBEE(45)0a«^eBliUDO — CMeCmatk(4) 

14 060502 SS»DSAWnr(32)JSoUB6100 Glee 

15 PORP TtXKH CHARACI^ (43) H5U«S0r9 100 Jf Hnm)d«f4) 

-lBdadnd- 

MMnjm wsfgTsr 10a. TiUB htr*w See Ybtr Allies fist m Anrar 

Bee a* Ub. Seconds Away 9st Sh Ttutfi Ctaracbr 9a 5ft 
BfiTTlNg 7-2 Ctenfl re Saga. MBt^BMteney, 11-2 Era rteeaeatalLw, 
7-1 MfBBtber Atort, 161 Bold Top, median, 12-1 Anorak, 14>1 others 


14 Q362&6 BEAll KATBDT 08) lifts M Mgbl 5 10 7 GCrtBB 

15 424531 R06SERA(38)TOJQier 6106 Drank Bpne 

Ifi 06OPP2 aflFTBfS PAOON !«5] F Jordan 5 10 6 SWysneB 

17 531 RtSSANRRSM(TO(ITOTEaEaty41D5JftR'aaaTO(5| 

IS 502-33 HERE COMESIOHE B9)W StCTO^ M 5 M Moloney 

IS 0163 OPBIA RAM (30) W K Mn^n 5 ID 5 ASStrtt 

-19dedeat- 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
IS 

19 

20 
21 


34 BUYBUCXSRH(38)JNoran5UlO«NfR1taata|Q 

6 BRANDS8Y IWSTER (30) P BeajTErt 6 11 ID _T ftajjjte (7) 

R EASIOK (TO WAWtawi 51310 BCMfl 

HBPERWJHJUfBBrtSllliL- GFRywi (5) 

0 HUHTM6 SUtE (30) C Grant 5 U ID JGdred BrdBan (S 


tf- K05AM (7899 A Afascn 7 11 10. 


-SHamthfi) 


0 PHAH SMOOTHER (TO JF®GaTO 5 1110 Fi£aby(3] 

0 RECGA 00) Dtsi)5 Smdh 5 11 10 J)8n»(7) 

0 gtOOTY ESBMO g 9) J l^tre 5 11 10— ECinitfiwi 0) 
SIDNESBTIj Moore 6 1110 N tarty (7) 


SUN5DWER McDonald 5 11 10 C McCcmack (7) 

04 DESniHB)niR«{30)Uuigi5111Q — IMNP] 


TON. MCE 146} J ttttam 5 11 10 
MBS FORTWa (TO J Cura 5115.. 


-_PP*Wey(3) 
J( Newton (7) 


SHB F0LBI SETOi Ate L (Mtansm 6 11 5--S taor TO 
SU’REAC TARST (2TO Mrs U Rewtay 5 11 5 _G lee TO 
IHE MUCRE OWE (281 J J OWflB 6 11 5 BeGretb TO 

AUTUMN LORD P Beamon 4 ID 12 BMtre(7} 

HAMERS DEAL 0 ttfon 4 10 12 R Matey (3) 

JO UGHIMIG B 9srt4 10 13 IfrRtWa 

SUODtEK JTlAP?4 10 7 N Hmoda (7) 


BETTING: 4-1 Star Setectioo, 6-1 Roads Rated, 7-1 Opsa Pan, 61 Dd 
ftero, 161 Atewn Boy, 12-1 Wforele, Jentere RddterkEk, Here Coreas 
Ikibia, M-lllataHNe, Mm* lMAICta, Skabpar% 261 bums 


-Udactered- 

BETTME: 9-lSopreroaltegM. *41be SUfed IWta. 61 Uy BodUn, 6 
1 Ptar Senotber, 161 Antm Lort, 12-1 Hearty, 1W. others 







HAYDOCK 


HYPERION 

1245 M'meHa Derby 2L45 Sfanply Dashipg 

US Bimsey 3J 3 Easthorpe 

145 UNGUDED MSS1L£ (nap) 345 Colour Code 
215 Pleasure Shared 


GOING: Good to Rm. 

■ Lf IT -land cn«K' with articling liroji (mt-o. oral ruiHn of rou (Urlorust 

■ a mar juncfJon ot av«i and UG. Kratnn *itmn 2m. ADMISSION: Chinny 
Stand £1 , : Tanmalb £ I if; Ntreum Sumri s.'i (a\lS IiaU-prire m TaUrrsJb and Neman 
Sand). CAR PARK: Free 


SIS 


■ LEADING TRAINERS Ymu RUNNERS! G RieJienLi .12 wmnws from irH rurv 

nas ai a ruio of ;t07re> pvmj> a rmum in a £ i K-viH stake of U Kpe - ’47 nn- 

"“[■.•j*? - 'S:«-1-:'l. J FilcGcrnU - 1 1 Ktnnrr., B2 nmnew, 26-3“^ 

+£>-1.1.1; N Tw teton-D nrtcn - ( j nnmnt. . r i!r narnerx. +£0 IS. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dtunvoody - winners, fih ndus, ifWo. -S 12.-1 1; M Dmyer 

" 17 ino lr, ° ^’ 00 ^' D Bddgwnier- 1 1 mnnus, IJ ri-V*. 20.1!%. +S'S8. AMngrtre 
- 11 mnnere, fit ndw. 21 JV -£20.0:1. A Dobbin - 1 1 winner., f* relai. ih.lriv, 
£3 9 1; L W yer - 1 1 winners. M rlibw. 1 7.3“». +£2. ill). 

BUNKERE D FIBS T TIME: Sconon Banks ivwnrviTi iJ.ir.f; EasLborpc (3.IB1. 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Uonler Tribe (1.10) wr>n al Ian-^wdf4nwii 
test Soiuntay, 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Copper Boy 12.1AI. Flaxleywood 1 12. IF. i A Md 1 12.4 5l 
mtii 220 miles hy B Bunder from Mi-ini^J. 


12.45 


NORTH WEST RACING CUTS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3D00 added 2m 4# Penalty Value £2J78 

DERBY (70) TO 10 C KlOyi P ticfxjs 7 11 1 1 OBURtteraTO 


2,1342 16 ^ Maraha» C=r J ttten 7 u 11™ ’ Retard (beat 

“™"“’iAm£nr*yMP 0 !6iU6 DMWfli 


S6€S FIAXLEY WOOD (32) OVs p A La TrWtei R BLTOilerVu 6 S. 


— ■ ' a — — vnire ■•WE> l» UIUV< V JA V -» ft POWCll 

44645 BALEN(28llllteron£MrA5naiQniMraMRMfev6U6 FWveq 

CMff U J BnJUft G WcCcut 7 11 6 D BMgwatef 


HA BBCW BLAHDWatcana )onao AlRpe5 iGTsJ J CMaula 

03-PI KONVDOAqtQt (33) [tq 'HereeMj ud' O SharAX 6 11 5 RDmroody 

LAIIONDERElUrsMCuanii P itMns 6 11 6 WMaitoo 

633332 l£APMlHEDARK(40)IMra0J Umst Kte L 8 11 6 DPeres 

»6 MEL (40) R LKasknsl R BudKr 7 11 6 1 Harvey 


12 P-04553 W CMB5HE (8) (DaM Liam ftawerthp) f.tesL StXSI 5 11 6 A Dromon 

13 CP23Ptf M YAKA gll) iM ra G 5 Rees) Cap 1 ban 10 11 6 JRKwanTOi 


14 &532-G3 7UEDSW00O (3Q J Al YeaODPI P 3ckaTCW 713 6- C UoKeOm 

15 5 CUBCARBBEAHiTOftPAfcrtfijPKaMrjSll l.._ NYmbreson 

16 263 PLEASURHAMJpftiMraSjtyraEU Malawi RCiftB 4 10 7 _6ltart* 

-Ifirkdarad- 


BEITWfc 61 Koreakta QMcn. 4-1 tBodta Derby, 94 tana ktaL 61 PhaaM, 61 BMre, 
161 Baeflaet, TramanrlstD, 14-1 Chb Caribbean. l$-l Mr Christfa, Tweedswood, 261 6/fiy, La 
Moo Dere, Leap hi the Dark, 25-1 othera 
199ft Three PWostfpere TllDC ueM^n &ere ,7 Foraw.' 10 ran 


3-15 


CHAMPION HURDLE TOAL (CLASS A) (GVade 2) 
£30)000 added 2m Penalty Value £18360 


BBC1 


1466 RBHI WIN (35) (DJlCaiai Haiarajjii 1 R Haem 7 1110 I AUcCartiry 

10151 fi TRAGIC HERO (TO (CD) (BF) rmvpn Kwas POTW9W M Pipe 5 U 10 _.J) YAteriela B 
111/1F 3 DnO STAR (49) TO I* 1 U^. M Umne C J E>naia 1 i U JeAvszi 6 11 TRIdanl Guest 

3R3F65 PRDWBI (TO TO !>»■». 3s«jo jib Ffca r^ftnewa' M Poe 7 11 1 C Maude 

31-143-2 BBISEY [TO CD) (Arian J Siam fi Ahjfara 11 3 .. R Dmoody 

bxpo RE note Ej/esi p hms 5 n 3 ,p cafonny 

100-021 MAmlh iHtot (71 (D) uebei At Racng Stabtesi Mrs J Pitrur, 7 u 3 N WBBamsoH 

461421 MfolM AIETT (TO TO Hahn (toggani M Twaon-taE 5 11 2 £ Lbrafpi 

616502 EStBiO f®. (2Q TO iFiret (Jiance fberg) j Spearwg 6 10 12 D ~" — — 

-9 declared - 


BETTING: 15-8 Bbnsey, 3-1 Data Star, 9-2 PrldaNL 61 Mastro Ti*e, Nbstbnsen, 12-1 Etkfano 
KM. IB-12 Tfodc Hero. 261 &Spo Re. Rl^ttYn 
1999: A^srir 6 11 2 J Osborne 16 U iC EgEriailoran 


FORM GUIDE 

AAASTER TRIBE, winner of The Ladbroke Handicap HunSe off a fowher vwagfn at Leap- 
ardsiown last Saturday. Is a progressive type who b> fancied 10 hold his awn in this n&i 
er league. It was a close thing at the end with Master Tnbe having, to. De ndden rl0U oul 
to hold off Black Queen, but he looked the winner a long way from home and today's 
faster surface is ejected to suit him ail the more. He has me Champon Hurdle on the 
agenda and a win today from such as Bimsey would put him smack in the protore bear 
mg m mind ttai Bmsey ran so well against Large Action at Cneitennam foe weeks ago. 
Bimsey has a much higher handicap rating than Master Tnbe. and fast ground stated Iran 
at Arose 14 months ago when he dotted up under 123 from Thornton Gate. Bimsey 
has the wesfjits in his favour to reverse last season's Sandown form with Eskimo Net. 
while FridweB (third in this last yeari e. tncky to catrtv n&t and seems to save his best 
for Cneaeftam - rat ttratf 10 Codber Bay in me Champion last March proving the pontL 
Dato Star has the fast grourid to c-rercwne and hes bypassed even thou£i he dd lime 
wrong m defeat on the good giomd when third to Space Trucker and Casde Sweep 11 the 
Fi£iDng Fifth Handcap at ftovroastle. Mtsttnguett should ensue a 8»d pace judged on 
her latest Ascot win from the ficro She ■& now me worse off with the tour-iengtn second. 
Eskmo Nel, and 9b worse withTragfo Hero 1 sixth], who can be expected to improve for 
that run. Tragic Hero has proven fast ground form on this couse. but the weight con- 
cession sets him a task. Right win warns the mud and s held by Bimsey, and newcomer 
Er&po Re won an ihe Rat m Italy for John Dunlop. Setoctlon: MASTER TRIBE 


IAS 


PETER MARSH LIMITED HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS A) (Grade 2) £40000 3m £24,776 


BBC1 


1 21P24-2 JODAMI (63) (CD) U N Yeartarw F Beramm 12 11 10 . 


2123-12 IM6UDB1 HISSOE (2ft 9TO ID E HamSOT) G RchadS 9 11 6 

21121-6 NAHIHBI LAD (TOTO U Shaw) Mra J Ronan 8 11 4.. 


.RDnwoody 


PIP-443 SCOTTOH BANKS (TO (CD) (BF) d Boyi T EaSterty 8 11 1 . 
P12125- AVROAirstWi28niTO(BPStoKtDMCanaci»910 7. 


.FCrebeny V 


J*MWa 


DRWrt B 


3EM5U5 6RANBEBRAKE (42}TO(MraJMorad) NTiKOvDaneslllO 7 

6 (teetered — 

ABrenom 20sf 710. True handkae uel&ts: hm Anson 103. Grange Brake 9a Kb. 

BETTING: 11-10 Ua0*M MssOa. M JodareC, 62 Nrttten lad. 61 Amo Ammi, 161 Scotten 
Banks, 25-1 Grreigs Brake 

199ft scortm Banfc 7 11 6 R Canny 168 iV H Easrertjy) 6 r an 


FORM GUIDE 

NAHTHEN LAD has won on Das programme tor the past two years and attempts to go 
one better than stattemale Smith's Band in ttw 12 months ago. The fast ground vroukl 
have to be a worry and Nahthen Lad AfoT snow much over hurtles on rvs reappearance, 
but he loves gmg left-handed and cmjU be up to Bearing Un0itded Mlsste if returning 
to the form that enabled him to beat Mr MilH&n In the Sun Al lance 1 Novice) Chase last 
March. Unfunded Missie ra gating ever-efoser to Jodami m the hancficap. tbs rating is 
Idb compared to the couise wm from Coiidnt Be Benw in Norember and 5fo 
higher after Ms fine attempt In defeat when giving lumps of weight away to Go Ballistic at 
Ascol Unladed Missile juntos this corase really wel and has an obvious chance with hts 
abUtty to cope well with fast gnund. Jodami has a changed nder in Norman viHtemson 
and ho^ definitely m with a snout after hunting up The Grey Monk at Ayr. The Grand Na- 
tional e fus target, but he certainly has a chance at the wegfits conceding just 41b to Un- 
gjided Mtesae. Scotton Bank's, super-TOme whan warning the last year, has lost rus 
way hence the firat-ome waor. He also has a quieter rider today *1 Raul Carbeny so the 
duel Chengs could eaaiy bopg about improiement from this wel handicapped gMdfag- 
Avn> Anson was a decent newee last season and on a raasonebie handicap mark, de- 
spite being 783 wrong hate, on fas Amtrce run against Adckngun Boy. He likes fast (pound 
and is preferred to Grange Brake, who Is out oftas depth. Select i o n: NAHTHEN LAD 


2-15 


PREMER LONG DISTANCE HURDLE (CLASS A) 
(Grade 2) £20(000 added 2m 7fllpyds £12,740 


BBC1 


236121 OCEAN HAWK £8) IM dither & Mss J EkOkfMK) N T-lfaviM 5 11 IX) - — C Uri*rtP 

0U-1F3 PLEASWtE SHARED (28) (Tcny P Hobtt, 9 11 10 — R DuaMMly 

51fYl COPPSt BOY (52) !C R^nwxD RBtrklef 8 11 3 BFowafl 


2/00016 MEMMM(2S8)|(TOtfifikshlfadngCUDMisJPimanll 113 . 

43W) RULDtG (USA) ITO (C) D LfacDoneO) K Birte 11 11 3 

&3P64 TOPSPWITOiktalVncteilJJrartsSllS 

- B declared - 


_W Mention 


j>CartMRy 


BETTWG: 118 Ocean Hart, 64 Ptcasam Stared, 4-1 Copper Boy, 612 Mudrtrt, 12-1 Top Spta, 
261ffedtag 

199ft Bet» Titbs Ahead 10 11 3 A Dobbin 61 16 nraards) u ian 


FORM GUDE 

Two years ago. Royal Athlete finished thrt In this en route to his Grand National wm so 
watch out for Mrs Pitman's MndaMm, who won Ou race two years ago when named ty 
Chns Broad. It is Irteresimg that Ptoesura Shared and Top Spin Eto on OCEAN HAWK 
a&an after the Long wak at Ascot Ocean Hawk wfll have hts tavoraecf surface once more 
after the el-tne- way win from Tramg« at Ascot and he meats Beasura Shared tiranfl on 
kfentfeal terms. Pleasure Shared Is a chaser and n showed when the pace was mcreased 
from the home turn. This gound will be just as fast here so he looks set for another rear 
view of Ocean Hawk. Top Spm-newr realty got m a blow at Ascot aid doesn’t look up to 
B» task even with the 71b pub tor The 11 -length beating. Bob Buckler's Capper Boy was 
a very easy wmner from Kafesadi m a Windsor ha ndwap on hs reappearance. Copper Boy 
is taking on a different stamp of opposition today. Out he was a promising vwrtnmg ncMce 
before his problems and he gets 71b from the top pair. Oele cM o ns OCEAN HAWK 


2.45 


SL HELENS COLLEGE STUDENTS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 


B) £17^)00 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £11,715 

5-11F11 SWLY DASWS OS) TO (Sure ffamrron® T Ea^rby 6 11 12 RDmn«y 


2 20122F BALUUNE (S3) (The 49 Pstnenttpl W Hemp 6 11 9 . 


3 3P-P221 FLBISY TRUTH (3ft IM H Wesffinj M WfisKin 11 11 ?L . 


1)4-0310 UME89MYI5S0(Bf)6ksJEHnMEi MsJHa«kns911 4 . 
-4( 


BEmNG: 65 StartY DasbtaSL 7-2 Fftrey TMb, 61 BallyBM, 261 te Mereray 
lBBft Natthai lad 7 11 10 W Mnon 16U (Mrs J ftman) 6 ran 


OLD HAH COUNTRY CLUB HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£104500 added 2m Penalty Value £7403 

1/3PP-43 SOUMDREVBU£(TOTO(MRGAteczEfe]CBnwto»U10 Jl Berry (7) 


ai5 


2 126204 EASTHORPE (37) (QJ) IMarw Brsi^ddd Mb H Hrtgt 9 11 9 . 


115224- T1BE HUNT WAir (255) (CD) «W Saks RartnHdfol R PMps 8118.. 

11-2311 raunCALTDMER (TO TO ’G R S Man) RNmn 10 11 1 

1/F3B-41 XONVEXn KMG (47) TO (HonwHa Udl 0 SJiemOM 9 1013 

-61 


JFTWayB 


.Pfdren 


JtDnwody 


SETTING: 62 Xomkta Had 10630 EBSttmpft 7-2 PoMeM Tower. 61 T«S Waft WM, 61 
SoidltewBe 

199& a« Coumy U U 12 A Magkre 64 {U Harnnond) 3 KD 


3.45 


HAYDOCK STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1^50 added 2nt Penalty Value £1^34 

14- BfllUD HMSIREL (294) (CD) fl> E StaJeri J Fc&ssid 5 11 11 PCobeny 

1 COLOUR CODE (G8) (B4 Uteksr) Mrs A &re*ak 5 U 11 
5 


COSY ROE (39) iD J Eqiire SuffAes LM) N TwSovDavkB 5 11 4 . 

BfTDIfC BUCK U Huchle) Me URotfevC 11 4 — 


JSrtde 


.JCIJaertrn 
P#w 


mm MASQUERADE (TO «3 S &wni Mrs M Rereley 6 11 4 . 

MONSEUR DARCY (30) (Jana R Alton) J Atfam 6 11 4 

CHAMFSGRL(Thef*3tTl»*5d^0uWBMuiay4 101 

MMBT (FteJ Sforiftri T V6fl 4 10 1 . 


Jt Hodge 


JRrtton 


-8 declared' 

BETTWG: 11-10 Bart MtasM, 118 Coker Code, 7-1 Corai Rhfe, 161 Merry Masquerade, 14-1 

Monteur Darcy, fate Tbe Bfeek, 261 others 

199ft AgEDnem 5 11 13 M DwfH 11-1 U FoGerrtO 20 ran 


Flat Montelado 


Pat Flynn yesterday ruled out 
any prospect of Montelado run- 
ning in this year’s Champion 
Hurdle. The 10-year-old will be 
kept for a Flat campaign and 
could be seen out on the level 
by April. “There's no chance of 
him running at Cheltenham - 
maybe next year,” the Water- 
ford- based trainer said. u He 
could go hurdling again at the 
end of the year. He’s doing 
roadwork and steady canters. 
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sport 


? FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

SCOTLAND v WALES 


Wain wright’s dual 
campaign begins 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Edinburgh 

Rob Wa'mwright has said all the 
right things in all the right 
places as Scotland's captain 
during the build-up to this 
afternoon's Five Nations' 
Championship skirmish be- 
tween Scotland and Wales at 
Murrayfield, diplomatically bal- 
ancing his sympathy for the 
absent Kevin McKenzie with 
some positive support for the 
hooker's much criticised 
replacement Graham Ellis. He 
has also avoided being drawn 
into the Lions trap. Lions? 
Never heard of them. 

Not even Wain wright can ex- 
pect to get away with that one 
for too much longer, though. A 
strong performance in Edin- 
burgh today will establish him 
as the clear front-runner for the 
biggest honour in the British 
game: the Lions captaincy in 
South Africa this summer. 
Whether he likes it or lumps it 
the army doctor from Perth will 
he playing for more than 
national pride over the next two 
and a half months. 

“As far as I'm concerned, the 
15 Scotsmen facing Wales will 
be totally focused on one thing 
and one thing only - repre- 
senting their country and mak- 
ing sure of victory," he said 
yesterday. Yes, and Mike Tyson 
is taking up ballet. 

Provided Wain wright stays 
fit - today's appearance is only 
his fifth since undergoing 
surgery on troublesome groin 


and Achilles problems last 
autumn - the only way he will 
not claim a seat on the plane to 
Johannesburg is if his employers 
decide to stick him on a flight 
to Sarajevo instead He admit- 
ted yesterday that a summer tour 
of duty in Bosnia was a possi- 
bility. adding: “The Army are my 
main employers - frna semi- 
professional rugby player, not a 
full-timer - and if they want to 
send me somewhere, I'm at 
their beck and call." 

For all that, Enan Cotton and 
his fellow Lions selectors wfl] be 
taking a deep interest in the ver- 
satile loose forward’s perfor- 
mance against the Welsh. At this 
stage, Wain wright's most obvi- 
ous rival for top spot in Spring- 
bok land is Jason Leonard, the 
England prop and vice-captain, 
with Martin Johnson, the Eng- 
land lock, in the stalls as a dark 
horse despite his lack of leader- 
ship experience. 

While Waio wright was play- 
ing down any talk of bigger and 
better things, Craig Chalmers 
felt able to put this afternoon's 
intriguing tussle into a more 
realistic Dons perspective. “The 
tour is something that will be on 
the minds of most of the players 
in the Five Nations," said Scot- 
land's outside-half, who wins his 
50th cap. “If it’s not, m be 
deeply surprised. After alL It's 
the pinnacle. 

“The Five Nations matches 
are, in a way, trials for the 
Lions and I've been around long 
enough to know that any Scot 
not fully tuned in against Wiles 
will not be going to South 
Africa." 


□Hi 

SCOTLAND v WALES 

- irr 

Mj& 


at Munayfleld 





S Hastings.... 



NnrttwmpMi 1? S ClWlf - 


K Logan 



C Chalmers... 






D HBton 




G Ellis 


J Humphreys — . 

—Cardiff, capt 









M Rowiey ..-i-...— 

• Neath 

P Walton 


R Wairitmg/it Wfatsoruarts, capt 8. 
M Wallace . Glasgow HlgjyKelYinside .7 

Heplac«Mtte lgD Stark (Mwrcsw. 17 ft Erto- 
son ilonnon Scottish). 18 B Rnipath (Metora, 
is s moiw Ka®e»* rtfliKawww. ant sn*ti 
IWarsomanai. 21 S ftmitomimie (Motosei, 



C. CharutA ' 


AoptoCMiiefltK 14 1 Darios (Cantfl), 17 P 
Jonot (PoffijjxMcfl, IB C Quimefl (RJctunandJ. 
19 Dianas iCanfff] 20 LMuMoa (Cardiff). 
21 G Jrmklnc (Stamsea). 

Referee: B Smttfi (lretand) 

Kteft-offt 3pm (B8C11 


Chalmers wfll be more tuned 
in than most today. Uncom- 
fortably aware of the fact that 
many Scots consider Gregor 
Townsend to be the best stand- 
off in the country - Townsend, 
passed fit after Wednesday’s 
neck strain alarm, plays in the 
centre - the Melrose linchpin 
needs to be at his most creative 
if the selectors' bold attacking 
policy is to bear fruit But as he 
admitted yesterday: “Much 
depends on the kind of ball pro- 
vided by the pack. 1 * 

There lies the rub for the 
Scots. McKenzie's worryingly 
serious neck injury, diagnosed 
as a slipped disc requiring 
urgent surgery if it is not to dam- 
age the spinal cord, deprives the 
home side of their most ebul- 
lient and competitive forward; 
the Welsh, confident of their 

scrumma ging strength .and 

equipped, on paper at least, to 
squeeze their opponents in the 
close exchanges, were not 
exactly distraught at the 
prospect of facing a hooker and 
a tight-head prop with one cap 
between them. 

Wain wright was quick to 
commiserate with McKenzie, 
who vriU miss the rest of the sea- 
son, but was even more keen to 
make Ellis, the 31-year-old Cur- 
rie hooker, feel at home on the 
eve of his big day. “It's dis- 
appointing to Jose Kevin, but 
Graham is every bit as com- 
mitted a player and every bit as 
big a character," be said 

Ellis received similar support 
from a more unexpected 
source, erstwhile team-mate 
and sparring partner Damian 
Cronin. The pair fell out to such 
an extent during a training ses- 
sion on last summer's tour of 
New Zealand that they ended 
up throwing punches at each 
other. “I know how hard Gra- 
ham has worked to get this 
chance and I'm sure hell do 
well,” said Cronin, a model of 
tact despite being dropped for 
today’s game. 

The Scottish pack cannot 
afford the time to indulge in any 
handbag-swinging this after- 
noon. Pace will be of the 
essence for Wain wright’s men; 
unless they can stretch their 
heavier opponents from one 
side of Murrayfield to another, 
last year’s Grand Slam chal- 
lengers could see this season's 
campaign falter at the first 
hurdle. 


Craig leads way for Scots 


Scotland A 
Emerging Wales 


56 

11 


The wing James Craig scored 
three tries as Scotland A romped 
to victory over Emerging Whies 
in Edinburgh yesterday. 

The West of Scotland speed- 
ster capitalised on shoddy 


Welsh midfield play, twice in- 
tercepting passes and sprinting 
clear, and then rounding off a 
sweeping handling move. 

More than 5,000 spectators 
packed into Heriot’s Former 
Pupils' Goldenacre Ground, 
including a sizeable Welsh con- 
tingent who booed their Side off 
the pitch. Despite fielding 10 hill 


Green pastures. 
Echoing valleys. 

Welcome to the 
Welsh defence. 

(Scotland's victory by 16-20pts: 10/1.) 


SCOTLAND v WALES 


nmiMd.KkkDft3.0a pn.UMHBSC. 

HANDICAP BETTING 

10/11 SCOTLAND 10/11 WALES (+4PTS) 14/1 TIE 
ForcM Ms Kora artlti WOMf raseMBO 1 4 pant sbit. 


Fhstltyscorer 

8/1 I. Evans 
a/l T.Stanger 
9/1 K Logan 
12/1 G Thomas 
12/1 G. Townsend 
14/1 S. Gibbs 
IBfl C. Chalmers 
18/1 S. Hastings 
18/1 NoTryscorer 


Winning Paints Margin 

4/1 Scotland win By 1-5 points 
5/1 Scotland win by 6-10 points 
13/2 Scotland win by 11*15 points 
IB/I Scotland win by 18-20 points 
18/1 Scotland win by 21 *25 points 
5/1 Wales win by 1-5 points 
7/1 wales win by 6-10 points 
11/1 Wales win by 11-15 points 
18/1 Wales win by 16-20 points 


IRELAND v FRANCE 


Undem Rwd. Kkk an 3 J» bbl 

HANDICAP BETTING 

10/11 IRELAND 10/11 FRANCE (-1 


Fortran tot icon wttt MM 
Fkstltjscorar 
5/1 E.I4Tamack 
Vt TCastaigneda 

4/1 S GUe 

12/1 J. L Sadoumy 
14/1 J. Topping 
W J. Bell 


14/1 TIE 


■taring Potato MBtyta 

Ireland win by 1-5 points 
Ireland trin by 6-10 points 
France win by 1-5 points 
France win by 6-10 points 
France win by 11-15 points 
France win by 16-20 points 


AbM matches; other tryseems and margins on request 
Penally trys da not count tar first tryswrer 
note priee* my ton tbaagtt tinet Ibis newspaper was prUdrt. 
For Pro wry latest grim, page mannas Trict«it6QS<6 (CM). 


r FOR K2TAKT BETTING FROM 3.00 AM. FREEPHONE 

I*! 


I ’Min total £10 stf«Ktje muS be 18 or Mr Ladbm<p» Mtptant Mnng | 

nAK3W^Pf«sUd9dSiB«2Babarv £j 




I For a bet, Ladbrokes are favourite! 



internationals and receiving ex- 
pert coaching from Mike Rud- 
dock and Paul Turner, Wales 
were never in the game once 
Craig swooped for his opening 
score after IS minutes. 

Scotland A's outside-half 
Scott Welsh chipped in with 21 
points from his boot, convert- 
ing all six tries and adding three 
penalty goals. 

Inspired by Craig’s contri- 
bution, fellow wing Cameron 
Glasgow also blazed away for a 
first-half touchdown. Although 
the Wales outside-half Lee 
Jarvis kept the visitors in touch 
with two penalty goals. Scotland 
looked ready for a second-half 
onslaught when they reached 
the break leading by 17-6. 

Senior caps Andy Nicol and 
Eric Peters, both of Bath, were 
prominent as further inroads 
were made deep into the Welsh 
defence. Craig completed his 
hat-trick with two tries in a six- 
minute spell before the Welsh 
supporters at last had something 
to cheer when the Uanelli lock 
Vernon Cooper ploughed over 
from close range. 

Wales’ occasional attacking 
glimpses were mainly provided 
by the young Llanelli wing 
Garan Evans, who also dis- 
played courage when he re- 
turned to the pitch - his head 
bandaged - after being stamped 
on in a first-half ruck. 

Scattari A: D Lee; J Crtug, A Tar, p Rouse. 

C Qasepw: S welsh. A Nk»: G Graham. S 

BRMDer sm na. P Wiga. S Camaaen. S Granes. 
E Peters. C Ho® icapu. S Holmes. 

Bmagtag WNe*: J Thoms: G Evans. L Danes. 
N Dams icapu, D lames: L Jarvis, A Moore: 
N Eynon. R Mc&wte. S John. V Cooper, P 
Amo M, A Gibbs. N Thomas. C ivyao. 

■ Ireland, who won the 
Under-21 Triple Crown last 
season, were no match for the 
French in the first under-21 in- 
ternational played between the 
two countries at Donnybrook in 
Dublin yesterday, losing 40-13. 
The French outside-half Julien 
Berthe got his side away to a 
good start with a drop goal af- 
ter three minutes and he then 
converted a try by centre 
Chrislophe Manas and added a 
penalty goal. For there on in it 
was one-way traffic coming 
from the direction of Paris. 

Wiles achieved their 10th 
win at Under-21 level over 
Scotland since die series began 
in 1987, and, with more careful 
finishing, might have estab- 
lished a bigger winning margin 
than the 24-13 they posted at 
Goldenacre yesterday. The 
Welsh outside-half Shaun Con- 
nor marked himself out as a 
player for the future with an im- 
pressive performance. 



Arwel Thomas: Unpredictability is his strength according to the Welsh coach, Kevin Bowring 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Thomas out to end the doubting 


db The sorcerer’s ap- 
P 03111 * 06 ta ^ £es centre 
stage in Edinburgh 
wab this afternoon, an emn 
** figure armed with an 
infinite repertoire of rugby 
trickery and an almost pious be- 
lief in the mystical qualities of 
the Welsh No 10 shut. By the 
time the dust has setded on the 
Five Nations battleground of 
Murrayfield, we will know 
whether Arwel Camber 
Thomas is a magician or an 
illusion. 

Thomas, just turned 22 but 
far older than he looks, has split 
Red Dragon rugby down the 
middle. Fbr every believer who 
considers him to be a glorious 
throwback to the grand tradition 
of Carwyn, Dai, Barry, Phil 
and Jonathan - legendary 
Welsh stand-offs are only ever 
referred to by their Christian 
names - there is an agnostic who 
remains resolutely unconvinced. 

His burden is made all the 
heavier by the fact that the sor- 
cerer himself, Jonathan Davies, 
is back in the national squad and 
itching to play. Indeed, the 34- 
year-old maestro will be watch- 
ing his young rival from the 
bench today, a startling role re- 
versal tbat has led the more 
pragmatic Welsh followers to 
question the sanity of their na- 
tional selectors. 

But the Welsh coach. Kevin 
Bowring, is Thomas's 
staunchest ally. The engaging- 
ly polite and scholarly tactician 


introduced the vulnerable little 
rookie from Trebanos - 5ft Sin, 
lO^st dripping wet -to Test rug- 
by last season, watching him il- 
luminate Twickenham with 
deeds of rare audacity in the 
tight struggle with England be- 
fore disappearing into a pit of 
angst-ridden indecision in 
Dublin. Now, 10 months on. 
Bowring is gambling his repu- 
tation on a bunch thaL his 
protege's rehabilitation is com- 
plete. 

He just may have backed a 
winner. Seven caps into his in- 
ternational career, Thomas is so 
self-assured, so completely at 
ease with the unique demands 
of his uniquely pressurised po- 
sition, that it is hard to believe 
any of his illustrious predeces- 
sors were better equipped in the 
attitude department. 

“The way I see it, I'm in the 
side to play ray natural game," 
he says, acutely aware that 
there are legions of Welsh sup- 
porters who would prefer less 
imagination and more perspi- 
ration from their playraaker-in- 
cbief. 

“Obviously, any stand-off at 
this level has to be aware of the 
general game-plan and the var- 
ious set moves incorporated 
within it, but Kevin has made it 
dear to me and everyone else 
why he wants me involved: he 
sees my unpredictability as my 
strength and he wants me to 
make things happen, play it off 
the cuff. 


Chris Hewett meets 
a Welsh stand-off 
hoping to establish 
himself as the latest 
in an illustrious line 

“To be honest, no one has 
ever tried to inhibit me or put 
the block on the way I play and 
if they did, I probably wouldn’t 
take a blind bit of notice. That 
is not me being arrogant or big- 
headed -no one knows it all and 
I value advice - but I have nev- 
er seen rugby as a treadmill. I 
do it for the enjoyment, the thrill 

‘I thought I knew 
what being No 10 
involved - looking 
back I realise I 
wasn’t prepared' 

of it. Besides, you have to cre- 
ate something with the hall in 
today’s rugby because defences 
arc so well organised. 

“You can't work out every- 
thing on a blackboard. Scott 
Gibbs scored a cracking try 
against the United Stales last 
weekend from a pass of mine 
which, if truth be rnld, was 
pretty awful. It was down 
around his knees somewhere. 


but he had the hands to take it 
and the whole chain of events 
caught the Americans on the 
wrong foot." 

To be sure, Thomas person- 
ifies the art of rugby far more 
than the science of it and that 
purist approach will almost cer- 
-tainly give the travelling le- 
gions of Welshmen a severe 
dose of the jitters today. He 
knows from bitter experience 
that in the eyes of the public, 
risks are worth taking only 
when they work; but then, he re- 
alised early that the stress of the 
win-or-bust approach went with 
the territory. 

“I always wanted to play out- 
side-half for Wales, right from 
a little boy. and I knew from the 
start that the shirt carried a 
great tradition with pressures 
and expectations to match. I 
thought I knew what being No 
10 entailed, bui looking back on 
last season's Five Nations now, 
I realise I wasn't as prepared as 
I'd thought I was, either on or 
off the pitch. 

“Suddenly, there were a mil- 
lion interviews to do. Sudden- 
ly, I had television cameras 
following me to college. When 
you're not used to that level of 
exposure, it hits you hard. You 
end up not knowing which wav 
to turn.” 

At that point, Thomas was 
playing for Bristol in the Eng- 
lish First Division and living 
away from home for the first 
lime. Now. he is back in west 


Wales with his parents - “great 
cooking," he smil es - and en- 
joying a purple patch with his 
new club, Swansea. "I’m more 
settled now, more prepared for 
whatever the next few months 
throw at me. 

“1 don’t regret my time at 
Bristol for a moment, though. 

1 owe them for the fact that 
won my first caps from the 
Memorial Ground and a season 
in the Courage League was 
important experience. It was in- 
structive to race the Guscotts 
and Carlings of this world, get 
up dose to them and discover 
that, yes, I could catch even 
players of their qnality on the 
hop if I got it right" 

If he gets it right against Scot- 
land. the long-promised Welsh 
renaissance will have a more re- 
alistic feel to it than at any point 
since the immediate aftermath 
of the 1987 World Cup. 

“An away win in our first 
match would set everything 
up very nicely." he said this 
week. “A defeat would mean 
another wave of negative pres- 
sure, with the selectors being 
pressed to chop and change the 
team." 

High stakes indeed. Given 
the fragile nervous disposition 
of a passionate rugby nation, it 
is just as well that Arwel 
Thomas feels more comfortable fc 
with those stakes than any of the 
thousands of red-scarved neu- 
rotics staring down from the 
stands. 


Ashton confident of rekindling Irish fury 


TERRY COOPER 

reports from Dublin 

Brian Ashton's chances of tri- 
umphing in his first game as the 
Ireland coach received a boost 
when the French centre Richard 
Dourthe withdrew with concus- 
sion on the eve of the Five Na- 
tions opener. He has been 
replaced by Siephane Glas, of 
the Bourgoin-Jallicu club. 

It is a considerable blow to 
France given Dourthe - s strengths 
as a penetrating centre and de- 
fender os well as goalkicker. The 
oulside-halfThomas Castaigoedc 
will take over the kicking duties. 
However, it is worth remember- 
ing that in this fixture in Paris last 
year Glas came on as a replace- 
ment midway through the first 
half and his partnership with Cas- 
mignede paved iJie way for 
France's 45-10 victoiy. Laurent 
Leflamand. already in Ireland 
with the France A team. wiQ take 
the vacant place on the bench. 


.Ashton resigned as coach of 
the Courage League champions 
Bath a fortnight ago and was im- 
mediately snapped up as suc- 
cessor to Murray Kidd as coach 
of Ireland. Ashton led Bath to 
10 trophies in the past seven 
years, hut he has had his fair 
share of disappointments. 

England lost twiee in New 
Zealand in 1985 when he first 
look on his backroom coaching 
job. He was also in charge dur- 
ing England's unsuccessful Five 
Nations campaign in 1986. quil- 
ting after the 29-10 loss in Paris. 
“I could not sec any way forward 
for England then," he said. “But 
I really can sec a way forward for 
Ireland now. 1 would not have 
taken the job if I were not opti- 
mistic. 1 have been with Ireland 
for only a week of squad work in 
Limerick and Duhlin. but I’ve es- 
tablished an excellent relation- 
ship with the players. 

“We are convinced that we 
have an outstanding pack who 
can play a competitive game in 


the important light phases and 
in the loose. 1 hope In rekindle 
the Irish fury and fire and also 
to develop areas that the French 
will not be expecting. 

“International rugby is all 
about getting the basics right, 
kicking your own goals and 
then doing something off the 
cuff [hat ambushes the opposi- 
tion. Ireland have occasionallv 
been good at those skills - no- 
tably when they beat England 
in 1 993 and ‘94. We must ensure 
that Ireland do that regularly." 

Jean-Claudc Skrela. the 
French coach, says he wifi make 


use I »f hij, entire squad if neces- 
sary alter the withdrawal of 
Dourthe, the Dax centre, who 
was knocked out during training 
on TTiursdav. Since the intro- 
duction or tactical substitutions 
in November, coaches have dab- 
bled in dragging players off the 
pilch. "A rugby team must now 
be regarded as 21 players and 
we will be pushing people on the 
pitch in the second half at rele- 
vant limes,” Skrela said. 

Pierre Villeprcux. who drifts 
as coaching guru between France 
and England, is back with his fel- 
low countrymen demanding bet- 


ter commitment Trance did 
score a single tiy in losing 
South Africa at the end of 
year," he said. “Some plaj 
were shy of taking the respo: 
biiities in attack and defence. 

lost in France twice to the Spri 

boks. If we are amilarfy tentai 
in away matches in the Five 1 
tions, we could suffer.” 

Ireland have not bea 
France anywhere since 19 
Dublin s faithful at Lansdov 
Road today will be loo (tint 
their latest import fora chaj 
in the prevailing winds of Ii 
rugby. 
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Board puts end to 
country hopping 


Rugby Union 

Test players will be making a 
life-long decision at the start of 
the next century when they 
make their first appearance for 
their country. The International 
Board yesterday tightened up 
the eligibility regulations to en- 
sure that once a player ap- 
pears in a Test match or for his 
country's A team, he cannot 


switch his allegiance to another 

nation. 

The move immediately scup- 
pers the hopes of Francois 
•Pienaar, the former South 
Africa captain now playing for 
Saracens, who this week ex- 
pressed a desire to play for Eng- 
land by satisfying the 36-month 
residency clause under current 
IB regulations. 

Any player new contemplat- 
ing a switch will be unsuccessful 


Leicester look 
to bounce back 


l-j- 
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Leicester coach Bob Dwyer is 
confident in his team's ability to 
put next week’s European Cup 
final on the back burner when 
they take on Bristol at Welford 
v Road today. 

r The Tigers were tamed by 
Northampton last Saturday and 
Dwyer puts that surprise 22-19 
defeat down to a hangover 
from their cup semi-final success 
against Toulouse. “Some had 
one eye on the semi-final last 
week but we've taken a good 
dose of medicine,’' Dwyer said. 
“Once bitten, twice shy." 

Dwyer has no doubt about the 

X rtancc of today's game. 

Courage One' leaders. 
Wasps, inactive and second- 
placed Harlequins not playing 
until tomorrow, the Tigers have 
a glorious opportunity to regain 
pole position. “It's crucial," he 
said. “’We’ve lost three games 
and we could possibly get away 
with four." 

Leicester give full debuts to 
the South African stand-off 
Joel Stransky, who will step 
aside for Rob Liiey against 
Brive in Cardiff next week, and 
23-year-old prop Perry Fresh- 
water, who deputises for the in- 
jured Graham Rowntree. 
Bristol without the Ireland in- 
m ternadonais David Corkery and 
* Paul Burke, are boosted by the 
return of England lock Simon 
Shaw and give a debut to 20- 
year-old winger Josh Lewsey. 
Bristol- have not won in the 


since September and have failed 
to beat the Tigers in seven en- 
counters at Welford Road. “We 
know we're in a real dogfight in 
the relegation zone but the squad 
are determined logcl out of that 
as quickly as possibly," their cap- 
tain, Martin Cony. said. 

Sale arc boosted by the return 
of player-coach John Mitchell, 
who has not played since Oc- 
tober, for the short trip to Or- 
rcll. It will be their first outing 
since 7 December. 

Orrcll, with only one win 
from 10 games, look doomed 
but West Hartlepool hove giv- 
en themselves real hope with 
two successive wins as they 
travel to Gloucester seeking 
their first win in 14 away match- 
es in the . 

Gloucester, playing the sec- 
ond of four successive match- 
es against teams below them, 
lost their first five matches but 
now find themselves aiming to 
surpass their previous record of 
five victories in a row. 

Tbraorrow the stars will be out 
at Southbury Road as Saracens 
take on second-placed Harle- 
quins and Bath w31 aim to 
bounce back from their defeat at 
Quins when they meet 
Northampton at the Recreation 
Ground. Northampton dedded 
to go ahead with the game despite 
the absence of four internation- 
als: Scotland's Gregor Tbwnsend 
and Matt Stewart and Ireland's 
Jonathan Befi and Allen Clarke. 


PT” ■’* . ? 


and the new rule becomes fully 
effective in January 2000. 

Explaining the eligibility 
clampdown, the IB chairman 
Vernon Pugh said: “The issue 
was raised by Argentina's Car- 
los Tozzl 

“It reflects his union's con- 
cern about the loss of leading 
players to other countries and 
the strong belief that repre- 
senting one’s country should be 
a choice for life. 

“We will be drafting the new 
regulation in such a way that 
players who arc now qualifying 
for' another country and have 
been Irving in a new country for 
a significant length of time will 
still be able to complete the 
process. 

“New Zealand fell that the 
development of Western 
Samoan and Fijian players who 
are waiting to play for New 
Zealand might be inhibited. 
But it is a balanced judgment." 

“However, the South Sea Is- 
land nations will be delighted. 
They need to hurry their players 
into a Test or second team to 
nail them down for life.” 

The board have expanded the 
potential for advertising by 
allowing logos on the pitch and 
increasing the half-time inter- 
val from five to 10 minutes. 

In addition. Test referees will 
be appointed on merit in future 
instead of the previous situation 
which was a rota system, while | 
the principle of Lions' lours 
every four years was endorsed. 

Pugh said the decision to 
have a 1 0-minutc break at half- 
time “recognised the increased 
pace of the game that has come 
with revised laws and full-time 
professionalism." He added: 
“This and the pitch advertising 
were also dictated by commer- 
cial requirements." 

The teams and match officials 
will be allowed to return to the 
dressing-room instead of having 
to stay on the pitch as at present. 

The venue for the World 
Cup in 2003 will be decided 
cam next year. 

Citings, trips to the “sin bin" 
and the red and yellow card sys- 
tem s were also discussed. Ex- 
periments will continue before 
a firm policy is Implemented 
next year. 



The withdrawal of Keiron Cun- 
ningham from the Great Britain 
squad for the World Nines in 
Townsville, Australia, has cre- 
ated an unexpected opportuni- 
ty for his St Helens team-mate, 
Bobbie Goulding. 

The Test hooker has pulled 
out of this month’s trip with a 
knee injury, leaving the squad's 
coach, Andy Gregoiy, needing 
a replacement from Saints, be- 
cause of Lhe restriction of one 
player per club. 

Goulding. is Gregoiy's first 
choice as a stand-in. He has 
played at hooker in the past and 
could certainly adapt to the role 
in a nine-a-side formal. What is 
more doubtful is whether he is 


in the right frame of mind for any 
type of rugby at the moment. 

Samis' captain says he is de- 
termined to leave the dub if they 
will not improve his contract, 
which has three years to run. and 
that he is to talk to other clubs 
next week. He has been linked 
with rugby union clubs, as well as 
league sides in Australia, but St 
Helens say they haw bad no ap- 
proaches and that Goulding has 
nor even asked them fora move. 

The Great Britain captain, 
Andy Farrell is hopeiul of re- 
covering from a stubborn thigh 
strain in lime to fly out with the 
squad next Friday. The Brad- 
ford Bulls full-back, Stuart 
Spruce, has been given per- 
mission to follow the rest of the 
party three days later, as he is 
getting married next Saturday. 

There will be a host of new 


sport 

Russell refuses 
to be beaten 


Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Hamilton, NZ 

Jack Russell has vowed to fight 
on a gains t the “monotonv" of 
being the England winter tour s 
forgotten man. Russell, con- 
demned to almost total inac- 
tivity by England's decision to 
use Alec Stewart as wicket- 
keeper-batsman in the Test 
side, has played only three one- 
day matches during the 55-day 
old campaign in Zimbabwe and 
New Zealan d. 

Tomorrow he appears for 
his old club Tukapuna in an 
Auckland League fix Lure - a 
move designed to give Russell 
much needed match practice. 
And the Gloucestershire wick- 
etkeeper does not rule out a fur- 
ther appearance for the club he 
played for in I9S3-S5 if his sit- 
uation does not change later in 
the tour. 

Russell said: “The only time 
in my cricket career that I have 
experienced such a long period 
of inactivity like this was during 
my very first England lour - to 


Pakistan in 19S7 - when 1 think 
1 played one-and-a-half days' 
cricket in eight weeks. 

“But l was a youngster then, 
learning my trade, and as you 
get older it gets harder to be on 
the sidelines. It has become a 
bit monotonous - it was great 
just to get out on to the field as 
a substitute fielder the other day 
in Palmerston North. 

“There is only so much you 
can do with net after net. but I 
am still prepared to go through 
anything to get my England 
place back. 

"I told Mike Atherton the 
other day that I will be there 
when England need me. The 
management all know what I 
can offer, even though they 
don't choose to use that at the 
moment. 

“I'm in a position at the mo- 
ment where you have two op- 
tions - give up or fight on. and 
I am not prepared to give up 
yet." 

Russell fixed up his club 
mutch after confirming that he 
would not be playing in Eng- 
land's four-day gome against 
Northern Districts here.” 


Dravid’s patient climb 


Mary Pierce finds a novel way of making her mark with fans at Melbourne Park 
after winning her match at the Australian Open yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Nines opportunity for Goulding 

• Rugby League in the right frame of mind for any faces on show tomorrow in a 

riai/F h ann n n type of rugby at the moment. batch of pre-season friendlies. 


faces on show tomorrow in a 
batch of pre-season friendlies. 
Vince Fawcett and Brett Gold- 
spink are expected to play for 
Oldham in the last game at the 
Watersheddings, while their op- 
ponents, Swinton, have three 
New Zealanders - Marlon Gar- 
diner, Jason Walker and Gareth 
Adams - in line to make debuts. 

Warrington and Salford will 
both field remodelled packs in 
the testimonial for Gary Sander- 
son at Wildeispool and Leeds* 
recent signings - Dean Lawfoid. 
Ryan Sheridan and Anthony 
Farrell - wfll play against then 1 
former club when Sheffield Ea- 
gles visit Headingley. 

The former Wigan full-back, 
Shaun Tyrer, is training with 
Leigh after being out of the game 
for two years because of a eon- 
tract dispute with Whitehaven. 


India 410 
South Africa 0-0 


Rahul Dravid notched his maid- 
en Test century yesterday, com- 
pleting nine hours of batting 
over two days to score 148 runs 
and f>ower India to a first-in- 
nings total of 410 in the third 
Test against South Africa. 

Dravid, 24, scored the fourth- 
highest individual total at the 
Wanderers Ground in Johan- 
nesburg as India started well in 
their bid to avoid a series sweep 
on South African soil. Dravid 
came on after an hour on the first 
day and lasted until the final de- 
livery of the innin gs, a rising one 
from the South African captain 
Hansie Cronje which he stroked 
straight to Shaun Pollock. 

Dravid had faced 562 deliv- 
eries and hit onfy 21 boundaries 
using patience and control to in- 
crease his score over 540 min- 
utes. The morning session 
yesterday was cancelled by rain, 
with play on the second day 


storting in the early afternoon. 
Saurav Ganguly teamed with 
Dravid for £ l45-ran partner- 
ship and scored 73 runs himself, 
while Javagal Srinath con- 
tributed 41 and Anil Kumble, 29. 

The South African openers 
Andrew 1 Hudson and Gary 
Kirsten looked at two balls be- 
fore umpires called play for the 
day due to poor light. ’ 

(Second cuy: incSj won rosw 
INDIA - First Innings 
iOverupic 233- 3‘ 

V C Hamwe c rtscraroson ti Wars .. _..1S 

tN Uonpa b Donald 21 

« S Ownd c AoDocx b Cnxwt 148 

•$ R TarmAar c WcMrfun o Cri/lje - 35 

S GdOCuty c McWilm b KImw .... ....... ..73 

M (Vmnjddin c Hudson o Ktuvnar - 18 

V V S Lumn leurad nut .......... ..0 

A Kurwie c Rvimw b Kkuener 29 

J Snnatb c Huoson b Donald 41 

D Gantr* c CuTcnan b OoncM 1 

B K V Proud no: out 2 

Extras Ob IS nl»P w «•! 

Total 410 

FaB (cunt): -1-245 5-266 6-327 7-403 8-400 
9-410. 

Bowtkqp Donald 32.1-8-68-3 (w3>; FbUOdi 30- 
11-55-0 inS6i: McMKao 21_5-«-5G-CC Wuseiv 
« 27-6 75-3 (no3 «2l: Adams 24 6»1: Ow* 
16.3- 5-38-2. 

SOUTH AFRICA - First Iratlngs 

A C Hudson not out .0 

G mrsan not out.... ... — 0 

Total (for no wfcVut) 0 

To bat: A M Bacher. 0 1 Culknan. -W J Crome. 
B M McMillan. S M Poflock. ID j Reunion. L 
Kkaener, A A Donato. P Auaro 
Boring (td datoX Snnmfi 0.2-U-O-O. 
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Commercial airliners, private planes and military to act immediately using your own judgement. 


We’re looking for ambitious, determined people 


aircraft crowd Britain’s air space. 

Ensuring chey avoid each ocher is just one of 
the responsibilities of an RAF Air Traffic Controller. 
It requires an ability to assimilate complicated 


It’s a lot more rewarding than jusr directing with a minimum of two A levels and five GCSEs, 


the traffic, but a lor more demanding too. 

You can't afford to lose your head when you 


which must include passes in maths and English. 
If you've got them, and think you can cope with 


24 farnfimnaaiL- 0345 300 ino. (CJk -Hhnjpd 
at loot rat) Or po« coupon to Group C ipam 
I.F. amton BA. Freepost 4355. Bristol BSI 3YX. 

Mr, Me. Ms 


PintM or intended qtuKficuum. 


have to calmly talk a pilot down whos dangerously the pressures of this exciting job, contact your local 


information very quickly, as well as the confidence low on fitel and haring to fly blind' in thick fog. RAF Careers Information Office or call 0345 300 100. 


WE ME EQUAL ClMVBTUNmBS EMPLOYERS UNDER THE RACE RELATIONS ACT 
AND WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM ALL ETHNIC C 6 OUTS 

ROYAL AIR FORCE CONTROLLER 
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sport 

FOOTBALL: As Coventry City’s manager prepares to face up to his old club and his old boss, ^fhn Weote spoke 
to him about life at the bottom of the Premiership and his own particular recipe for success at Hignrieia 


m 

io*-' 


“People wonder why 
someone like Rod 
Stewart has lasted so 
long, whether it's be- 
cause he's changed his 
style or something. In 
fact it's because he works hard and 
is very good. That's why people last 
That's why people arc successful for 
a long time. There if no secret” 

It could be so ueone talking about 
Gordon Strachan':; longevity. It is ac- 
tually Stracban talking about Man- 
chester United’s consistency.. 
Strachan, who graced Old Traffard 
from 1984 to 1989, hosts his old dub 
today as manager of Coventry City. 

There is no danger of sentiment 
clouding his approach to the task. 
“I'm not concerned with what they 
[United's supporters] think of me 
now. only what they t hink of me at 
Coventry," he said yesterday. 

Strachan’s ability to focus on 
.what is important is one of the rea- 
sons he is still able to play in the Pre- 
miership a month short of his 40th 
birthday. Alex Ferguson once de- 
scribed him as “a winner" and, 
asked how he would like his teams 
to play. Strachan answers simply 
“winning". “I handle defeat badly,” 
he said. “When I hurt, I hurt badly 

‘I handle defeat 
badly. When I hurt, 

I hurt badly and it’s 
there on my face 
for everyone to see’ 

and it shows on my face for every- 
one to see." 

Ferguson, the man who sold him 
twice, flung tea-cups at him, and ad- 
mired him. said of Strachan: “He's 
only a diminutive guy but what a 
character. A strong man of a dif- 
ferent kind. Good game or bad the 
bottom line was that he always 
wanted the ball. Exactly the mental 
courage I appreciate. In fact, 1 de- 
mand it." 

Yesterday Strachan was not in the 
mood to talk about Ferguson. Maybe 
he was not in the mood after a dozen 
similar requests this week; maybe his 
Old Trafford exit, within days of a dis- 
appointing performance in an FA Cup 
quarter-final defeat, still rankles. He 
had told the Independent two years 
ago that “we didn’t dislike each oth- 
er but I wouldn’t say we got on well." 

He did, however, tell the Coven- 
try Evening Telegraph: “He is up there 
with all the greats. Not just for what 
he has done for Manchester Unit- 
ed but for wbat he has achieved at 
Aberdeen and St Mirren as well. 
Some people get burned out, but 
Alex loves it and keeps going. What 
he has achieved is phenomenal His 
self-motivation is phenomenal." 

Ferguson is one of only six club 
managers Strachan has played under 
in a glittering 22-year career - less 


Gordon Strachan: The worries of management are evident as he watches his players in training yesterday but he is determined to achieve consistency Photograph: Peter Jay 


than Paul Dickov has had at Arse- 
nal and Manchester City this season. 

Hie significant others were Howard 
Wilkinson at Leeds - “they could not 
have picked a better man to be tech- 
nical director" - Ron Atkinson, who 
signed him for Manchester United and 
Coventry, and his first manager at 
Dundee. David White. 


Atkinson is still around having 
been “promoted" to director of 
football when Strachan took over as 
manager in November. “I see the Big 
Man quite a lot, he’s in every second 
day. We talk about players and dif- 
ferent things. It's handy to have 
someone to bounce ideas off. He’s 
quite involved. 


“It is hard to say who’s influenced 
me and how. The football and tac- 
tics when I set out are no longer rel- 
evant. It is just me really. The 
personality I project to players is me. 
Ifyou try and be something else they 
will see through it. 

“There are good days and there' 
are days when you think there must 


be something better to do. On the 
whole it {management! is challeng- 
ing. stimulating, interesting. " 

Strachan has said that if the strain 
of managing becomes too much he 
will walk away. “My family’ comes first 
and foremost, football a long, long way 
behind. I can understand why Ken- 
ny Dalglish and Kevin Keegan left. 


“You never entirely switch off, 
your mind is ticking about this play- 
er. that player, somebody's problems. 
You cannot analyse everything in the 
game or listen to all the advice peo- 
ple want to throw at you. If you did 
that it would screw you up. It would 
literally send you up the wall. 

“If you get totally involved with 


something else it's nice, but if you 
start day-dreaming you find von are 
da y-d reaming aUout football. 

“I switch off by sitting in the house 
watching telly. I watch all the 
garbage, Famify Fortunes, things like 
that That can really switch you off 
from football" 

Strachan, 40 next month, appears 
to have taken the opportunity of pick- 
ing the team to retire again and his 
appearances now are very rare. “It’s 
wonderful I can wake up in the 
morning without the aches. But Tm 
still involved, I played for the reserves 
on Thursday." 

Adam Dent, who covers Coven- 
try City for the Evening Telegraph. 
said of Strachan: “He seems to have 
changed, he is so laid back. He used 
to jump up and down a lot He’s been 

good to work with." 

He has also done well after a dif- 
ficult start His first match was a 
home defeat in the Coca-Cola Cup 
to Endsleigb League Second Divi- 
sion struggles Gillingham. "Not 
the ideal start,'' he admitted. 

Having taken over with Coven- 
try in the bottom three they then 
took one point from fonr Premier- 
ship games to go bottom. Howev- 
er, four successive victories carried 

‘We’re going well 
considering we’re 
playing with 10 
men for most of 
the games’ 


them to mid-table before a home 
draw with Sunderland and last 
week’s 4-0 loss at Blackburn halt- 
ed the surge. Dion Dublin was sent 
off in both matches. 

“We’re going well considering we 
are playing with 10 men most of the 
games," Strachan said. “Once we get 
back to 1 1 I'm sure we'll be better. 
I've changed one of two things and 
steadied the ship a Little." 

Dent adds: “He's changed the d^ 
fence, except for Blackburn last 
week when he admitted he’d made 
a mistake by reverting to four. Play- 
ing Dublin there was a master- 
stroke and Paul Williams has been 
switched back to midfield to be a 
•minder' for Gary McAllister which 
has helped. 

“The other good move was sign- 
ing Darren Huckeiby which has in- 
jected pace into the attack. He's done 
well as manager. I think supporters 
have been pleasantly surprised." 

We have got this far without men- 
tioning Strachan’s famous dietary 
habits: bananas, porridge, seaweed 
pills, etc. Has he got the whole squad 
eating it now? 

“The food at the training ground 
got changed dramatically when I first 
came here as assistant manger,” 
Strachan said. “They don’t have to 
eat it - they can eat or go hungry." 
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Ipswich Town 


by Mike Baker 


Portman Road still holds one 
of the quietest and most stoical 
crowds around. They trudge in 
from Suffolk's market towns, 
arriving just minutes before 
kick-off. and leave early to 
beat the traffic. In between, the}’ 
stand either silently apprecia- 
tive or wearily resigned. Foot- 
ball may be more important 
than religion ar some grounds 
but at Portman Road it ranks 
somewhere behind the slate of 
the weather and the price of the 
carpark. 

This may be a response to the 
inconsistent form of George 
Burley's young team as the 
club tries to get used to life out- 
side the Premiership. But Ip- 
swich fans have never been a 
noisy lot. Even in the hooligan 
days of the 1970s. visiting fans 
used to say you could take the 
wife and a picnic to Ipswich’s 
North Stand. 

I went to Portman Road in 
the Division Two championship 
season of 1967-68. My only ex- 
perience of football crowds 
had been standing on the 
wooden terracing at Colch- 
ester United's Layer Road, 
and to this wide-eyed 11-year- 
old the Ipswich crowd seemed 
noisy enough. But when 1 
moved away and watched foot- 
ball elsewhere. I realised how 
undemonstrative, fatalistic and 
phlegmatic Ipswich fans were. 

Now I am a supporter-in-ex- 
ile living in London. On my last 
visit to Portman Road 'they 
dented Crystal Palace's pro- 
motion hopes with a 3-1 win. 
Yet I had heard more singing 
and chanting at Chelsea re- 
serves. My daughter, London- 
born and showing an alarming 
leaning towards Wimbledon^ 
was attending her first Ipswich 
match. Even she was puzzled by 
the silence and kept asking 
me whether there was a club 
song. 

You cannot have it all ways, 
though, and I am rather proud 


of Ipswich for being a bit dif- 
ferent. Passion may be lacking 
but so too are aggression and 
violence. They might mutter a 
bit when things are not going 
well but Ipswich fans don't yell 
for their manager's head as 
soon as they go a goal down. 

That could also be because 
Ipswich is an island of sanity in 
an increasingly money-domin- 
ated game. Suffolk people are 
sensible with that folding stuff 
and would not stand for the in- 
flated prices I endure in Lon- 
don. I paid £28 for an ordinary 
ticket at Tottenham recently. At 
Ipswich I bought four for the 
same price. OK, so two were for 
children and one for a pen- 
sioner, but even allowing for the 
difference between the Pre- 
miership and the First Division, 
that is a huge gap. No wonder 
Spurs supporters cannot af- 
ford to leave the ground early. 

In the big-money world of 
modem football, Ipswich may 
never make it back to the top. 
Along with other clubs like Nor- 
wich and QPR. Ipswich land- 
ed on the wrong side of the 
financial gap as the Premiership 
pulled away from the rest. 

Yet George Burieyis build- 
ing a team in the slow, steady 
Ipswich way. It is still one of the 
few dubs that allows its man- 
agers time to build success. It 
works too. Which other dub has 
produced two England man- 
agers of the likes of Sir Alf 
Ramsey and Bobby Robson? 

As tefits one of the best over- 
lapping full-backs of his day. 
Burley has created a team that 
builds their attacks from the 
wide defensive skills of Mauri- 
cio Tarricco and Gus Uhlen- 
bcek. The midfield docs not yet 
have the vision of past Ipswich 
stars like Muhren, Talbot and 
Thijssen, or my own personal 
favourite Colin ViljOen. but 
Geraint Williams sometimes 
shows a touch of class from 
those glorious days. 


MAJOR WEEKEND FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAY 

3.0 unless stared 

HI Casting Premiership 

P W D L F A Pt» 

Uttfpool 33 12 7 4 38 20 *3 

Man Utd 22 U 8 3 44 26 41 

11 7 4 39 21 40 
11 5 6 40 24 88 
WtaModon —20 11 5 4 34 24 38 

Aston VBta 22 10 6 6 31 21 36 

9 8 S 33 31 35 
Shaffl Wad 21 7 10 4 23 23 31 

7 8 30 31 28 

4 9 23 28 28 

6 9 22 30 27 

4 11 19 27 28 

9 7 21 26 24 

8 8 23 22 23 

JO. 5 8 9 22 31 23 

!1 6 5 10 20 30 23 

Wart Kan 21 5 7 9 18 26 22 

Nottm Forest -22 4 8 10 21 36 20 
Souttawrnton-21 5 A 12 29 37 19 

• MkMteabro -22 4 6 12 25 41 15 

* MkHSeatnufft dbcteJ tfxee pares Oy FA 

1 Chelsea v Doty - 

2 Coventry v Man Utd 

3 Leicester v WlmWeOon 

4 Liverpool v Aston Villa 

5 Mtidlestxougi v Sheffield Wed 

6 Southampton v Newcastle 

7 Sunderiand v Blackburn— 


Nationwide League 
First Division 


Third Division 

30 Colchester v Carlisle 


Second Division 

- Brechin v Berwick .... 


33 Hartlepool v Doncaster 


- Stenhousemutr v Hamilton 

- Stranraer v Queen of the South .. 


8 Barnsley v ipswrch 31 Darlington v Cambridge Utd - Dumbarton v Ayr... 

9 Bmrtng'iam v Reading 32 Exeter v Wigan - - iMngsron v Clyde. 

30 Boltoi V Wolves — . — ; — : 

11 Chariton v State.- 

12 Crystal Palace v Portsmouth 35 Mansfield v HuH 

13 Huddersfield v Men City-.. 

14 Norwich v Grimsby 1 — . — 

15 Oxford Utd vTtenmere 

IS Sheff Utd v Southend 

37 Swindon v Bradford 

IS West Bromwich v Oldham 


36 Northampton v Chester . — Third Division 

37 Rochdale v Cardiff - **>*>" Rovers v Montrose 

38 Scarborough v Barnet - v Queen’s Park 

39 Scunthorpe v Hereford 

- Swansea v Leyton Orient 

- Torquay v Fulham 


- East Stirling v Ross County 

- Forfar v Cowdenbeath 

- Inverness Cal Thistle v Arbroath 


Second Division 


Beirs Scottish League 
Premier Division 

IS Blackpool v Crewe 40 Celtic v Hibernian 

20 Brentford v Bristol City— 41 Hearts v Dunde e Utd.. FA Carling Premiership 


TOMORROW 

3.0 untess stared 


21 Bristol Rovers v 'fork 42 Kilmarnock v Dunfermline 

22 Luton v Wrexham 43 Motherwell v Rangers 

23 Notts County v Gillingham 44 Rartfl v Aberdeen 

24 Peterborough v Plymouth 

25 Preston v Watford 


First Division 

45 Airdrie v Sf Mirren. 


Arsenal v Everton (4.0) . 
Nottingham Forest v Tottenham. 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

Port Vale v QPR (2.101 


26 ftothertiam v Wycombe — 46 Dundee v Clydebank 



28 Stockport v MilfwaH 48 Greenock Morton v Parock be subject to pitch inspections. Please 

29 Wbtsail v Bournemouth • 49 Storting v St Johnstone check before travetrmg. 


Make or break for 
Wolves says McGhee 


■SMI 


w 


Chelsea v 

Derby 


Coventry v 
Man Utd 


Leicester v 
Wimbledon 


^ Liverpool v 

Aston Villa 


MMdlesbro 


v Sheff Wed 


Southampton 
v Newcastle 


lerland v 
Blackburn 


TEAM SHEET 


Last season: Did not play. Last live League ma tches: Chelsea WWDWL 
Derby LLLDD 

With Clarke suspended and Dubeny out for the season. Chelsea have called 
up teenagsr Hughes. Viafli is likely® stay on the bench. Derby’s new Swedish 
striker Rahmberg is not match lit. Carbon stays in for inured defender Yates. 

Last season: 0-4. Last live League matches: Coventry WWWDL Man 
United wwwdw 

Coventry are without Ndtovu. Burrows, Hall. Genaux, O’Neill and Dublin, but 
s&iter Whelan returns. United full-back Irwin returns from injury but May is out 
Johnsen and Pansier continue in central defence, am (instep) may return. 

L ast s eason: Did not play. Last five League matches: Leicester DLDDL: 
Wbnbfedon WWLWD 

Leicester's record signing Elliott is set for his debut at centre-back, with 
Marshall playing m attack. Midfielder Lennon returns after a two-match ban. 
Wimbledon hope to have striker Gayle will be fit. 

Last season: 3-0. Last five League matches: Liverpool DDWLD: As- 
ton VBaWLDDO 

Redknapp may start for Liverpool with Thomas and Babb banned.Bames and 
Ruddock are also out. Norwegian defender Kvarme could make debut Vil- 
la’s top scorer forte returns but Taylor. Draper and Staunton are ruled out 

Last season: 3-1. Last five League matches: Middlesbrough iwill ; 
Sheffield Wednesday DDDOW 

Middlesbrough's new defender Festa could make debut. Kinder also stands 
by. Goalkeeper Roberts makes debut in place of Walsh (hand). Hignett and 
Cox are suspended. Hirst could return for Wednesday as the only change. 

Last season: 1-0. Last five League matches: Southampton LWLLW; 
Newcastle DLWWD 

Is Tester is likely to start for Southampton, with Benalr and Slater suspended. 
Dryden and Maddison may be recalled. Albert (hamstring) and Wbtson (heel) 
may be ft for Danish's first game in change of Newcastle, ferdmand may play. 

Last season: Did not play. Last five Learie matches: Sunderfend LJWLDW: 
Bteckbwn IWDWW 

Sunderland striker Rae has completed ban and Bracewell (knee) could also 
return, defender Eriksson is available. Fl'itaroft is expected to stay in Black- 
bum’s midfield in piece of banned McKinlay in an unchanged ream. 


tomorrow. 


; : j Arsenal v )-.•( 

: Everton 

Last season: 1-2 
Last five League matches: Ar- 
senal LDDWL; Everton mi n 

Arsenal’s top scorer Wright, who s 
available after a three-match ban 
has a slight calf strain but he is ex- 
pected to be fit. Hanson is sus- 
pended. Everton’s new signing 

Thomsen wil make his debut in mid- 

field, white defenders Watson, 
Short and Barrett are included in 
the squad. Winger Kanchelskis 
will also play. 

Cj> N Forest V V 
M Tottenham 

Last season: 2-1. Last 
five League matches: Forest 
wmww; Tottenham DDWL 1 
i Forest are hkely to be unchanged 
I as they chase a fourth successive 
wctory Ptayer-ma Hager Pearce is 
still without striker Campbell vic- 
tim of a groin strain. Spurs’ injury 
problems continue. Defender 

Scales is out for six weeks An- 
derton. Armstrong and Shenniham 
will also be missing, along with 
Neilsen and tversen 6 ™ 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


The Wolves manager, Mark 
McGhee, has spelt out the im- 
portance of today's First Divi- 
sion meeting with Bolton at 
Bumden Park by claiming: “If 
we lose, f hen we can say good- 
bye to any hopes of the' title." 

Wanderers arc lying fourth. 
1 2 points behind leaders Bolton 
but with two matches in hand 
and McGhee feels a defeat will 
leave too much to catch up. 

But his side go into the game 
having not been beaten on their 
travels since August, and can 
equal the dub record of 1 1 away 
games without defeat at Bolton. 

Bolton's leading scorer. John 
MeGinlay. is set to return after 
missing last weekend's match at 
Portsmouth with a calf strain. 

Second-placed Barnsley wfl] be 
looking to keep up the pressure 
when they take on Ipswich Town, 
who may recall 39-year-old John 
^krk, while the Swindon player- 


manager, Steve McMahon, is 
considering playing his first game 
for nearly a year. The former Liv- 
erpool player has not started a 
match since February because of 
a back problem but is in the 
frame to play against Bradford 
at the County Ground. 

Manchester City’s new man- 
ager. Frank Clark, wall put his 
friendship with the Huddersfield 
manager. Brian Horton, to one 
side as he aims for his first win 
since taking charge in the match 
at the McAlpine Stadium. 

Clark said: “I am looking for- 
ward to seeing Brian but I will 
be trying my best for Man- 
chester City and we want a win 
as soon as possible. HI have a 
drink with Brian afterwards 
but our friendship will be for 
gotten for the 90 minutes." 

Birmingham, at home to 
Reading have recalled their 
midfield player Jonathan Hunt 
Hunt, who has not started a 
game since October, was top 
scorer with 15 goals last season. 


Gascoigne playing with fire 


Scottish football 


Paul Gascoigne is to receive 
another warning from Rangers 
for his exaggerated goal cele- 
brations. Gascoigne was pic- 
tured gesiuringai Kilmarnock 
goalkeeper Dragoje Lekovic 
after scoring the equaliser in 

UdnX 3 ' R “ Sby Part ° n 

He knuws the penalties 
[V r S L '| ,m g into bother in these 

■ ituaiions. said Archie Knox, 
the Rangers assistant manag- 
er. I think u was tit-for-tir 

n^h /!) 0 ^keeper the other 
Utovic" U,didap ’ k, ^ to 

"te&sssssa 

ball A« Ihj ‘ '. hc$C0l| ish Foot- 
ih! ^ c,alh,n »iii foUow up 

p : v. P r i “ rL ' S - E "S'anS 
P - r 1S J “Tuple of yellow 


c ^rds away from a three-match 
suspension but has managed to 
keep out of trouble for almost 
three months since his red 
card in Amsterdam. 

Today Rangers meet Moth- 
erwell at Fir Park, and Whiter 
Smith will resist the temptation 
to start with his £3m signing 
Sebastian Rozental from 
Chile. Rangers hope to have 
Erik Bo Andersen fit while 
Gordon Durie is back in the 
squad. 

Greg Miller, the son of for- 
mer Hibernian manager Alex 
Miller, is in line for a starting 
place forHibsat Celtic, who are 
looking for a fifth successive vic- 
tory after closing the gap On 
Rangers in midweek from 11 
points to nine with a game Nfi 
hand. Pierre Van Hooijdonk’ 
will retain his place, with Pao- 
lo Di Canio, Andreas Thom 
and Chris Hay all injured. 


Strachan relaxing into his new role, 


V. 
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Sir John Hall’s dream of winning the championship with a team 
of Geordies (and an honorary Geordie at the helm) is unrealistic 
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The voice of the Geordie lass stuck 
' out like a sore thumb among the 
crowd of well-wishers who assembled 
early outside the gates of St James' 
Park on Wednesday evening. “Gut- 
ted. I am," she admitted. “He walked • 
out on two dubs, who's to say he won't 
do the same to us. Vfe need a Geordie 
as our manager, not an outsider." 

She'd got the facts wrong, as the 
man of the moment had explained, 
tersely, at the previous day's press 
conference. Bui her sentiments left 
ik in no doubt as to the nature of 
Kenny Dalglish's crime; he is not, and 
could never be. a Geordie. And to 
some Geordies, that simply won’t do. 

Keegan, of course, was different 
He was already accepted as a Geordie 
when he arrived to rescue the club 
from oblivion in 1991. However, the 
issue highlights a trend which seems 
to have developed, particularly in 


Newcastle, and even more so since 
Alan Shearer “came home" amid 
more hype than is afforded a royal 
wedding, which suggests that where 
players and managers are concerned, 
home is where the heart is. 

Those of us whose roots are a lit- 
tle more blurred round the edges 
than the average Geordie know 
this isn't true. Did David Beckham 
care that his double-whammy 
against Spurs was akin to plunging 
the knife in and twisting it? Did he 
hell. Yet Beckham was born in 
Leytonstone, just a long ball from 
White Hart Lane, trained with the 
club before winning a trip to a Bob- 
by Charlton football school and 
falling for Manchester United, and 
has a grandfather who's a Spurs sea- 
son ticket holder. Kicking his boy- 
hood dub in Lhe teeth and out of the 
FA Cup didn't seem to bother him. 


Maybe it’s something unique 
about Geordies, because it certain- 
ly weighed heavy on Graham Fen- 
ton's conscience- when he scored 
those two laic Blackburn goals 
against Newcastle last season. 

The reality is that Sir John Hall’s 
dream of winning the championship 
with a team of Geordies (and an 
honorary Geordie at the helm) is ro- 
mantic - but unrealistic. 

There's no reason why Bobby 
Robson. John Toshack, Peter Beard- 
sley, Chris Widdle. Brian Little or 
Jimmy Nail or any other Geordie 
should have belter credentials than 
Dalglish. Waddle (who was linked 
with the job “only because Tm a 
Geordie who did well there") says; 
“A board often looks to appoint 
someone with connections 'cos it's 
popular with the fans but they've re- 
ally got no advantage over an out- 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


sidcr in fact people can expect loo 
much from the return of a prodigal 
son." Brian Little, Hany Redknapp, 
Joe Royle, Stuart Pearce and Trevor 
Francis are among those who have 
returned to their roots - adopted or 
otherwise - and who cany the ac- 


companying burden of expectation. 
Now Steve Bruce has been mooted 
as a possible replacement for Ales 
Ferguson, although hell have Bryan 
Robson to contend with first. 

Likewise, it's naive to think that a 
team of Geordies would fare better 
than a mixed bag. of playeis. Even if 
they did, the migration of players from 
club to club is too great to establish 
any notion of “the home-town team." 

For a start, the scouting network 
is too top heavy, while big clubs can 
afford to scatter scouts far and wide, 
smaller clubs have to rely on their 
scraps. How else do you explain how 
Brummie Marlon Broomes, young 
sweeper extraordinaire, ended up at 
Blackburn? How Nuneaton-born 
John Curtis, tipped as a future Eng- 
land captain, found his way to Man- 
chester United, and how Shearer 
himself was 26 before be went home? 


Wimbledon have the highest pro- 
portion of home-grown players 
among Premiership dubs, which be- 
trays their more humble origins. The 
Pons have had to rely on a thriving 
youth system; not for Joe Kinnear the 
luxury of a bottomless pit of pounds. 

It’s really fans who support their 
borae-town dub through thick and 
thin who would like playeis to show 
loyalty, but fans are not always kind 
to their returning heroes. Harry 
Redknapp, the West Ham manager, 
recalls being appalled at Lhe recep- 
tion given to a player who returned 
with his new dub to the scene of for- 
mer crimes. But perhaps West Ham 
can boast a greater sense of loyalty 
than most dubs* having been 
brought up on players like Billy 
Boms and Trevor Brooking, Brook- 
ing, who played 17 seasons in claret 
and blue, says: “The gulf in wages 


between clubs wasn't so big 
then so the biggest criteria was 
enjoying your football, and loving 
the dub." But players like Brooking, 
Celtic's Paul McStay and 
Portsmouth’s Alan Knight remain 
the exceptions; most playeis will play 
for whoever pays them. 

Should we blame them? After all. 
to them it's a job, not a matter of 
life or death (even if the hype sur- 
rounding Keegan's departure con- 
tradicts that). It's that kind of 
pragmatism that explains how 
Dalglish could ruthlessly tear down 
his Rangers posters when the Celtic 
scouts came knocking. And if a true 
Bluenose like Dalglish can make a 
success out of playing for Celtic, he 
can make a success out of anything. 
So that lass need have no worries: 
Newcastle have got the right man. 
Even if he isn’t a Geordie. 


True blue Owen 
is a natural Red 


Vvere going k 

considering^ 

playing with i; 
p'sp f or mosti 
^0 games’ 


NEW FACES FOR ’97 


Guy Hodgson on a striking 
Liverpool prodigy who could 
match the achievements of 
Hunt, Rush and Fowler 



W hen Eve non supporters 
reflect on years of de- 
flected misery courtesy 
of Liverpool's haul of honours, 
the knife is twisted a little bit 
more by what might have been. 
Ian Rush and Robbie Fowler 
were true-blue supporters as 
boys and, when they think of the 
£5.5 m it cost to acquire Andrei 
Kanchelskis, so was Steve 
McManaman. 

Go to Liverpool’s tr ainin g 
ground and an alien word is 
• beard. When McManaman ris- ' 
♦ es to head a bail he uses a name 
* that is not Hunt. Toshack or 
Keegan but “Latchford" - Bob 
of Evertoo and England fame. 
He is harking to a schoolboy 
dream while casting embar- 
rassment on the Goodison 
scouting system. 

Rush. Fowler and McMana- 
man are past and present miss- 
es to make an Evertonian weep, 
but there is little suggestion that 
. the future will be better. Lurk- 
ing in the ranks of Liverpool’s 
youth and reserve teams is a 
striker- who, if his current scor- 
ing rate is anything to go by. is 
better than Rush, Fowler - or 
Roger Hunt, for that matter. 

Michael Owen, who turned 
17. only last' month, naturally 
supported Everton as a boy be- 
cause his father. Terry, was on 
the books at Goodison in the 
1960s. Born in Chester and 
now living in Hawarden, he first 
came to Liverpool's attention 
when be broke Rush's record of 
72 goals for Deeside Schools. 
His allegiance may have been 
directed towards cine side of 
Stanley Park, but the attention 
came from Anffeld and he 
signed for the enemy. 

His record over the last 12 
months is astonishing. Last - 


or break fa i 
says McGill 


spring he scored 11 goals is eight 
games - including a hat-trick 
against the holders Manchester 
United - as Liverpool won the 
FA Youth Cup for the first 
time in their history; in July he 
scored the winner over Belgium 
to earn England a place in the 
World Youth Cup finals this 
year, in October he got all four 
goals in England Under-18's win 
over Northern Ireland; in 26 
dub matches this season he has 
scored 31 times. 

Fowler shaped (5ft Sin) 
rather than Rush (6ft) he looks 
like a man among boys when he 
plays with his peers because of 

‘His instincts took 
him where his V 
colleagues could: 
not follow, but he 
still got a hat-trick' 

his ability rather than his 
physique. Speed is what de- 
fenders fear, and Owen has 
plenty of it. Ally that to clinical 
finishin g and runs off the ball 
that ought to be devised by an 
older head, and opponents be- 
come bemused 
Watching him against Burn- 
ley in the Youth Cup earlier in 
the season showed his team- 
mates, too, have problems 
keeping up. His instincts took 
him where his Liverpool col- 
leagues could not follow, but he 
still got a hat-trick, scoring with 
both feet, and he also had a 
header against the bar. 

Liverpool, naturally enough, 
are wary of exposing Owen to 


overblown expectation but the 
fact that they awarded him a 
first-team squad number as a 
Christmas present suggests they 
are ready to unveil their prodi- 
gy to the world. As Roy Evans, 
the Liverpool manager, said 
this week; “If you’re good 
enough, you’re old enough." 

“Michael is a gem," Steve 
Heighway, the dub's youth de- 
velopment officer, said. “He's 
very popular with the other 
lads and he is veiy strong men- 
tally as well as being technical- 
ly gifted. IVe no doubts he’s 
ready for the first team but the 
one thing he needs to do is car- 
ry on just as he has been." 

Owen has, with the brashness ■ 
- of youth, said he is equipped to 
meet the demands of a first-team 
call thaUqight come as soon as 
today, against Aston ViDa. That : 
.would make- him LiyetpooTs : 
youngest-ever debutant, some- 
thing to turn any young man's 
head, although, so far. he has re- 
mained immune to the distrac- 
tions that can divert the talents 
of a gifted youngster. 

“Fra not going to get carried 
away," he told Liverpool's of- 
ficial magazine. “It’s nice to be 
compared to the likes of Rob- 
bie Fowler but a lot of bard 
work lies ahead yet Of course 
my dream for the future is to 
play for England, but I have a 
lot to learn.” 

When Rush left Anfield for 
Leeds last season, he could 
look over his shoulder and say: 
“1 leave Liverpool in good 
hands. Robbie will probably 
eclipse all that I achieved." It is 
galling to think that Fowler, still 
only 21 himself, might be able 
to say the same thing about 
Owen. Particularly if you are an 
Everton supporter... 



SPORTING DIGEST 


ignei 


playing 


American football 

The San Francisco 49ere haw named 
the University of California coach, 
Stew Manuccf, as theu- new head coach 
in succession to Georgs Seifert who quit 
on Wednesday. 

Badminton 

VONEX JAPAN OPEN (Tokyo) Selected m- 
anHs: Man's doubles, third round: Yap Kun 
Hock and cneoti Soon Wt (Malay) in S Archer 
and C Hurt (Eng) 156 15-12. Mixed dou- 
ble*. second round; P Aneteson and C 
Beimsson iSw) MS Archer and J Wr^rt (Eng) 
15-Id 15-10. 

GENERAL ACCIDENT UNDEI521 EUROPEAN 
TEAM CHALLENGE (TetfbnL Ttaroday): Den- 
mark 6 England 2 (Eng names (IrstJ: M Edga 
, (lanes) (oa(oTSf®s«d 8-9 4 -92-9: ECtaf- 
. fa (Surrey) and S Hardeto (hem) bt P Hard- 
er and B Andersen 6-9 9-6 9-1 2-9 9-4; I 
Sukvan iGJosj and G Emma (Hens) lost to J 
Rasmussen and A-i Jorgensen 7-9 4-9 0-9: 
J Ptnard (warwietej ica to M Rasmussen 3- 
9 4-9 4-9; M Constable (Warwcts) loct to K 
Odum 4-9 7-9 9-3 7-9; Sulhen and A ClarH 
f Moral bt P Nissan and 0 a«^ug9-7 9-2 
9-7; Chaffin lost to Had* 9-2 9-23-9 4-9 3-9. 
Denmark wki Euro pean ream Chmtenge. 

Basketball 

Dennis Rodman of Chicago Bulls was 
appended by the National Basketball 
Association yesterday without pay for 
a minimum of 11 @ame6 and fined 
$25,000 (£15.000) tor kicking a eourt- 
s»de cameraman during Wednesday's 
game against Minnesota Timbenwotves. 
NBA: WWm 102 Boson 94; AdantB 70 Otar>- 
to 67: Housnvi 89 Sacramento 80: tamer 88 
CkMiand 87 wo: utsfi 95 Phoei* 91: Fore- 
told 102 iA takas 98. 

THURSDArs LATE RESUUS: Men’s Eun> 


©rMaccatotHJ 
. fan el Mian 73 ( 
Estudtettes(Sp) 


swam Botoara (to 90 Limoges (Frt 76. 
Tracby quarte«-fin«( Urol tag London 
-aula 79 tendon Towers 114- 


Bowls 

OS INSURANCE WELSH NDOOR MASTERS 
(UaneB) Qwutarttoato: R Cone ISco) U S Ree» 
(WBO 7-2 7-3; K Kerim {AuQ bt A Thomson ling) 
7-1 2-7 7-6: D Gourtay (SCO) M T AfcOCh (Eng) 
7-0 7-3. SenU-MulK J Pnce [WaO bt D Gourtay 
(So4 7-6 4-7 7-2. 

ferlckat 

Ed Gkkflns. the 25-year-old tost bowler 
who te banned from first-class cricket 
until April 1998 after testing positive for 
cocaine while piayngfor Sussex against 
Kent last summer, hopes to p&y for the 
Kent League club, Bromley, this year. 
Bromley's rwals, Gore Court, haw Is- 
sued a pretest - thw haw been refused 
permission to sign Kenny Benjamin, the 
West Indian tost bowler, following new 
Kent Lsaaie restrictions on International 
players. Gore Court claim these rules 
should also exclude Glddins, who has 
signed a contract for Warwickshire. 

SM LANKA TOUR ID WEST MINES: 28 May v 
Tnradnd aid Tob£«3 (Pwr of Spain). 30 Msy Om> 
daynuriwtttttlim of Spain). lrSJonavLee- 
ward iGianffe ist John's, Antigua). B-10 Jim firei 
Ttai (St John's. Amgjn). 133.7 J™» Secern) Test 
(NngODMLStvvicenUHeixitTaitariteticrKja). 

Football 

The Crystal Palace chairman, Ren 
Noades, has announced a record net 
trading profit of £4,201,797 for the 
club's tracflngyear ending 30 June 1996. 
TRANSFERS: Vlafe* KMor (defender) Swan 
BaUstaw (SttoW » MOdtaEOroicn l£ln* taitd 

ENotlMnaMFMafitOftaiTMriCSlOCUXlOkFMd 

tfwwarf) Artftrtal to wyaxnbo (wxte*>s*a 
tod); Jotan H u mphrey (defender) GUbnjywm n 
Bntfmn (inudeead tea): Jason Maatt (da(d- 
nder) Uncnfti to Eov (undKcrad tee). 

LOANS: Plater HUetn bmnaai SartfreCCfl »- 
roehlma (Jacan) » Lacwer CSy: Tommy Wrtgtt 
upMuepM) Notenghan Pnast tn MarcMrar Cay: 
Supbaii Horn (toward) Nouttfain Foresriolp- 
Brtft Tamo Motanen (fateeperi Piesun tn 
DartngpinRUiardHoparaebideriBlacttAATiiD 
Derfnanv JoW OTtana (oetenacj) Mancnster 
Utd to Bum Kevte PUdagUMi (eoaUa wueri 


Manchester Ud to Itottemam: Mfctwel Apptofan 
(molttw) Manches te r Utd in Qvnsay. 
TRANSFER TRKUNAL FEE; Shaun Miapby [Oe- 
fendsrt Nans Coity to Wesr Srammcn IC325MQ 
pkB £50,000 after SO tnt-iaam appeermcee. 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEA8UE rts-amaiiad 
Muck Due 21 Jan: Brentford v Brtaoi Rmen 
Atom 35 JanH Bury v Shrewsbury (from 4 Jan). 
Sat 26 Jan: Oldham v Hufefinfieid «nm 11 Jan); 
Part Vale » Southend fftom j Jan/. Tub 11 Me 
B ernal v Scunthorpe mom 11 Jan). Tun 4 Man 
Buy » Cmwe fSom 26 Oscfr Ewwr v Barnet (bom 
I JaiL MM IB Mar: EkmaifffianwTrBimeie fltan 

worn- 

AirroWNKCREENSSHHDSecomlnmtRe- 
amngetf Mare: TUe XU Jen: Scumhape * Nam 
Couity (Horn 21 Jm). 

SPNNUH CUP Md Itad •eeond tag: Oapartwo 
La Corufte 2 Smote 0 i'a«. aggS-2. DepMto ivti 
3-1 an panateKj. Ffcat teff Ltoida 1 HaioiK 0. 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS; Poo (fen Laafua 
Praailar DMaloa: Nerondwin Fcrasr 1 Lwerpool 
2; SneffieU wunaeday 3 SKAa 1 laaeae Cw 
Group Throe: Manchero v Ccy Q Smctootl 1 FA 
Yban Cup dWd retaite OWwm 1 suuartana ^ 


BOB HOPE CHRYSLER CLASSIC ftndtan Woto. 
CaOD LsatanCMoend mond (com (US Mriaaa 
stated): 131 L Anker 63 63: M CaicauacciM 64 
67. 132 J D Bate 65 67. 133 PGcydos 65 6& 
134 M O'Meara 68 66: TTofciGS 09; R Cochran 
66 6& L Matoace E6 6B: 5 Gunp 66 SB. IBS j 
Cook 66 69 . Sal acted: 141 S Lyte (G6) 67 74. 


Hockey 


EUROPEAN MDOORMUnttS 1 CUP (Uaah^Baf} 
Pool A; Rmaa 1 Germary 7: Spate 6 Aonrta 3: 
Spate 5 Gemeny 6: AuEtna 3 nsua 3. Pool B: 
Scotland 3 Czech FLeputte 1 Prance 5 Denmark 

a. 


Motor racing 

The Italian oa company Agip, fanner 
sponsors of Ferrari, is returning to For- 
mate One this season in a deal with 
Benetton. 


Rallying 


DAKAR RALLY 13th *«»£• (BONan, Name tp KJf- 
fi. KaoritMla): Cam 1 H Masuoka (Japan) Mrt- 
aihm 4hr 17 real lOgg 2 J Ktewaaimkh (Sch 


Buggy +I8aee 3 B Safay (Fit Histah +3mm 

41shs 4 S Sants |Spj Ntean +433; 6 « Shi- 
raaika (Japan) lOsuben +534.0wanBttBnd- 
k«K 1 Shteoato 59hr 59mn 21sec: 2 J-P 
Fontenay (ft) lAaubBhi +4mn STaec: 3 Sat* 
+B38: 4 Maeuoka +234^4; 9 Ktemschmat 
+43134. MotorGYCtea: 1 E Bernard (Frt KIM 
. 4hramn30sec: 2 C Sotelo (St>]Ca0*j +36sec; 

3 J Bw (R) MM +130; 4 P Uarouas (Port WM 
+2S2; 5 0 Von Ztoatr lAuO KIM +3D1. 0»w- 
at: 1 S netertnmser (Ft) Yamaha 63JSM7; 2 0 
Gala-da (So) Ca&a +23433; 3 D eastern (FV) 
Yamaha +25433: 4 J Lne (USI KIM +3J6J2; 

5 Von ZiDBMtz +434J3. 

Rugby Union 

A MIERNKnONMSt keBted 23 PrarttJ 44 DOh- 
nybm*. DuUnK ScoBand 56 Wales 11 reT QoU- 
men. EOnbwgv. 

tMDGR-21 WTERIIATIONALS: ketasid 13 Fiance 
40 OKAngNSM Road. BaOsuiogB. DubBni: Scot- 
tana 13 Wales 24 (at GoMenaoo, EdnburgN. 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULT: Cfcd> match: Bony- 
moen-M Neath 22. 

Sailing 

A glimmer of hope that the French Ca- 
nadian yachtsman Gerry Route, who lost 
contact with the organ sere of the 
Vend6e Globe race 11 days age. Is still 
ahe emerged last ntgn when a Chtean 
air force plane made contact with a yacht 
in the area of Cape Horn. The visibility 
was so poor that it eouM rratbeidem>- 
fed as the 43-year okfs 80ftGiaupe LG2. 

Siding 

The French skier Adrien Duvlllard yes- 
terday suffered -a serious accident In 
training for today's World Cup downhtt 
in Wengen, Switzerland. Diwillard lost 
control coning off the final jump Into 
the finish area and crashed into safe- 
ty netting nearthe place where Gemot 
Retnstaderof Austria was Idled in 1991. 
An unconscious DuvUlard was Awn id 
hospital in Interlaken, where cranial 
lesions, broken its and a punctured ri£it 
tune were diagnosed. 


SLALOM (ZwteasL On) 1 D compqpai IB 2mte 
EL4596C (fire nm 1^X3 69, second net 134.76): 

2 A Wscmer LAusO 2:09.61 (ld35JB. 1-04.58): 

3 P IMhm fS M» 209.92 a-053L L04 JJj: 4 
H Boter iSm) 2:1025 1105.70. 1-0455); fi M 
Em (Get) 21031 ilOBJS. 1-05.03): 6 U 
HmatlSknen! 2:1034 00538. 1D4 j 46);7S 
Lefianc (R1 20079 (U9015, 1-0434): 8 5 NsT 
(Stet) 20152 03630, 1X632): 9 H Zuitteggen 
ISM) 211.66 (10637. 1-0439); 10 L Pccanf 
(Fr) 211.75 11-06.53. UJSJ22). loadteg gjent 
Btehan Warid CUp stmdntfB 1 Campeann 
3600EK 2 Wactter 240; 3 S Pemantel in) 215; 

4 H Secii^r (Autl 200 5 Hroiat 162 Le n df n t 
awraO World Cup etandtagt: lYMberg 923pts; 

2 5eete0» 649: a H Gag A*) 5B7: 4Conwicn 
495; S Ylfaeftflf 445. 

Speed skatfog 

Britain’s fificky Gooch and Matthew 
Jasper have toiled in their attempts to 
reached the 1500 metres final at the 
European Sport Track Speed Skating 
Champwtfiips in MBkno, Sweden. Both 
were beaten in the semi-finals. 

Snooker 

BRITISH OPEN (NMfeNKll CasUa HaM, BUKfe- 
poofl HnM mMflfyfcig romd: M JuflWs (W) w 0 
MoiteQoy 'i'M 50: T rnMc: (Erg) H T Sw* (Eng) 
5-3: R MAans (End) a D Roe (Eng 5-4; r MoCW- 
ben (En0 bi A Dnms (WaO 5-3; J Prtros IN VD bt 
M Rawmg (Eng) 5-1 N ftoca (EnC DC £ Hander- 
son (S»i 5-1: D Henry (Sea) bt M Belay (End) 5- 
ii 7 Maphy (N ID! bt N Gaorvt IE ttg) S-l- D Dak) 
(Wed) bt N Teny (Eng) 5-1: J Peny (Engl be K Payne 
(Engl 52 L Rrenonteon (En0 btM JonnstonVUen 
(Enfi) 5-3; r (TBnar IliO bt A Bunwt (Scoi 52 J 
Mdw I Eng) bi A Rosa (Eng) 51: W Jones (Wan 
BtG Home (Sea) 5-«; Nwaiw (Eng) fit J Bums 
(SCO) 5-4; T Oiappel fwao bt N Dyson lEntf 54. 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPBt (Hofcwano) Men's iteger. 
1DW rand: C Moya (SoJ H B tobecher (Gert 5 
2 52 52 M wamnson (US) K T Woodbnikte 
(AuS) *6 62 53 51 FMRNTUA (Sp) H A BofitaJl 
(R1 93 1-6 7-6 54; J Bioikmar ISael b K Busch 
tOpr) 6-4 7-6 6-3; M IKS (CMe) M G Schaler 
|AlS) 4^8 7-651 51: T ENQVBT (Swe) H56IU- 
guOTlSp) 7-6 7-S52AMeOvedBir(Ukit BDVan 
Scheppngsn (Mate) 91 51 91; M CHANG (US) 
bi T Henman tGB) 51 7-B B-3. 


Quick change 
for transfers 


NICK HARRIS 


Ucfa, European football's ruling 
body, said yesterday that it want- 
ed to have a new transfer system 
in place across the whole of Eu- 
rope by the start of next season. 

As the Independent revealed 
yesterday, plans to introduce 
changes in Britain are already 
well advanced. Under a new sys- 
tem outlined in a Football As- 
sociation discussion paper, 
out-of-contract players over the 
age of 24 will be free to move 
to new dubs without transfer 
fees. As a result of the Bosman 
ruling last year, players out of 
contract already have the right 
to move without a fee to a dub 
in another European country. 

Although the FA said yes- 
terday that it did not believe a 
new system would be in place 
this year, a Uefa spokesman 
said: “The idea is to have a new 
system before the new season. 
Obviously that is because there 
are a lot of transfers in Europe 
in the summer." 

Gordon Taylor, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Professional 
Footballers' Association, said 
that the Bosman ruling bad 
made change inevitable. “We 
simply can't ignore European 
law," he said. "The feeling is 
that any challenge to the do- 
mestic system would inevitably 
succeed and it would be naive 


to think that the current system 
can stay in place." 

Taylor agreed that smaller 
chibs" would be worried by the 
proposals, with players ap- 
proaching the end of their con- 
tract reluctant to sign another 
one if they could see the prospect 
of negotiating their own moves 
without transfer fees. 

The news was greeted en- 
thusiastically by players' agents. 
One of them. Eric Hall, said; "1 
never got much of a Christmas 
present, but I got it today. This 
is a monster, monster present. 

“It's about time too. When a 
contracts at an end. ir'sat an end. 
in football or showbusiness or 
whatever, it's up for negotiation. 
For me, it gives us more deals to 
do. The wages will go up and the 
money will go where it should - 
to the stars, the players." 

He added that some people 
will argue that small clubs will 
suffer. “Well, I say. it's hard 
cheese if small dubs go out of 
business. They should be 
shrewder in their judgements 
and manage their affairs better." 

However, less affluent clubs, 
unable to commit themselves to 
long-term contracts for players, 
were less enthusiastic. Bill. 
Lodey, the secretary of Port 
We, said: "We've got players 
we’ve only just taken on at 23 
and if we spend time nurturing 
them, only for them to leave 
freely, it'sdisappointing." 


Evans after Dominguez 


Michael Owen: Given a first-team squad number for Christmas Photograph: Empics 


M« n ' i 4 wMm, — cood round: KKteneer and 
C Woodruff (US) M D Pnnosi and W QxSner (Gert 
waftouor: D Jofinwn end F Montana (US) BI J NCF 
VAX and C SUK ICZ R»i 54 7-6; S NMaOcom 
and F VWrer (Nnn) r K Thome ano J Wate (US) 
4-0 54 52 J GRABS and R RENEBERG (US) bl 
G Gram (US) ana RSmnn iBbM 54 7-6; L Lata 
(Ang) and J Sanchez ISpt tn w Annus aid J Ire- 
land (AusJ 52 50; E FERRBRA (8A1&PGAL- 
BflUTH IUSI U P MC&UD9 (USI & S SUM <AUS> 
7-5 6-4; M OM4 (Cz Re« A A (XHOVSHY IRue) 
bl N DpKjjeinc (Yug) & A Hicnow [Mac! 54 54; 
N BROAD (GB) 3 P NORVAL (SA) H P Cash lAus) 
& P Knda (C! Repi 5 7 7-6 53: T VWOOEDtfDGE 
& M WOODTOBDE lAu&j W D F&eh 6 1 Mktfe- 
ton (US) 6-0 3-6 51; P HAARHU1S & J ELONGH 
(Hethj M M Ondnreta 4 G Stafford (SA) 53 6-4; 
M KNOWIES (Bah) &□ NESTOfi (Can; biS Drap- 
er (Au&) 6 B Steven INZi 7-6 7-6. 

Woman's states*, third round: A HUBER (Get) 
M N tama (Bed 7-5 6-0; l DAVENPORT (US) 
tx T Tanasugam m«i) 51 60: A COETZER ISA) 
M M L sema (Sp! 53 52: K PO (US) bt R Hha- 
M (Japan) 52 &2 SGRAFiGert talGrooiaeaa 
lAig) 7-5 53; 5 APPELMANS (Ban K R Boogert 
(Netti) 513-0 retired; u (fierce (Fn MIA rtoents 
(Get) 50 52; C MARTHEZ (Sp> tx A Cdrtsson 
(5w) 8-0 52 

Woman's doiMoc. flrot rauntt C RU3IN (US) 
& B SCHULTZ-MeCARTHY rNemj n A Knaruko- 
ve A E UdnuseMS (Rusi 52 53. Second Fountt 
N ARENDT (US) and M BOLLEGRAF (NetfD « J 
Lee IUS) and H Nagrow iSfcneM 6-3 53: D Gra- 
notn (USi and h. Radloea lAusj K A Qmod (AuSJ 
and N Pott (Ausl 53 51; K Habsufow and R 
Ziubata* (SBiaMbtK ADAMS (US) and MJ FER- 
NANDEZ flJSl 7-6 54; Park Sung+»o(SfW and 
Sh-Tng Utong (Tan K' V BASUN Undo) and C W5 
(Nath) 7-6 7*LMeNaanOLWaO(URlbtH 
Krouoon and E MABtarova (Cz Repi 53 51; L 
DAVENPORT A L RAYMOND (US) ML Memecto- 
w S P tawnua (Cr Rad 53 54; M HN3S (Smi 
a N ZVEREVA (Briaj M I Gonpcnate0ji (Aig) & A 
Monufio (Sp) 6-0 5t R Dramre (Ran) 6 S Fa- 
rina OU M A FRAZER & X PO (US) 54 4-6 52 
G FERNANDEZ fUS) & A SANCHEZ VKAHIO (Spl 
MJCapreofUSIAIMajoA |CroB)6-3 7-6JNW- 
J1MUTA 6 N MIYAG1 (Japan) H E De Lone (US) £ 
CW00d(GB)53 7-S; LNEBANDgoCAHSUW- 
VA (Cz ta ECatens (BeQ flGH#t0KOn4*Bisan 
IUS) 52 52. 

Mwd dofiddec, flrot rouMk l Sptaee (Rom) & D 
Johnson (US) tn A tenure A F Montana (US) 7-5 
50; MOremans&HJ DawJs (NeBD KNAronrtt 
(US) & C Van ftmtwE (SA) 7-5 54; M BOLLf- 
GftAF (Neffil A R LEACH (USi) bl A Ftaai (FT) fi D 
Adams (SA) 7-6 7-5; L McNad (US) &B MacPtre 
(US) bt K ADAMS (US) & L PjMEK IBD 52 5L 


Liverpool hope to sign the Por- 
tuguese winger Jose Doming- 
uez in a £2m deal this weekend. 
Roy Evans has been in contact 
with Dominguez's club. Sport- 
ing Lisboa and is set to beat 
John Tosack’s Deportivo La 
Coruna to bis signature. 

Ruud Gullit has failed with a 
bid to sign the Milan defender 
Paolo Maldini, but Chelsea have 
been rewarded with a prestigious 
friendly against their manager’s 
old club next month. However 
Chelsea's England under- 2 1 de- 
fender Michael Dubeny is out 
for the season after snapping his 
left Achilles tendon in training. 

Jurgen Klinsmann said yes- 
terday be received offers to return 
to England but rejected them to 
concentrate on winning the Ger- 
man title with Bayern Munich. U A 
few inquiries came bflt I reject- 
ed them all flatly," Klinsmann 
said. “1 haven’t thought about 
where I might go later." 

The Manchester United and 
England defender Phil Neville 
has been speaking about the 
glandular fever that has left his 


season in ruins. “I wear a heart 
monitor during training and it 
lets me know if I’m doing too 
much," he said. Neville was first 
taken 01 on Christmas Day. 

Arsine Wenger has defended 
himself against claims that Ar- 
senal’s signing of 17-year-old 
Nicolas Anelka from Paris Sl- 
Germain had been underhand. 
“Uefa makes the rules and they 
have to be applied," Wenger said. 
“If Uefa decide we have the right 
to transfer him we win. If not wc 
will publicly apologise.” 

Birmingham have signed 
Swedish winger Anders Limp a r 
from Everton uotil the end of 
the season in a £100.000 deal. 
Limpar is eligible for next week- 
end's FA Cup fourth -round 
game with Stockport, when he 
is expected to make his debut. 

The battle for control of Not- 
tingham Forest has intensified 
as the consortium involving au- 
thor Phil Soar and former Spurs 
chairman Irving Scholar in- 
creased its bid, adding an extra 
£5m to its two separate offers 
each worth around £23 m. 


Venables’ first test 


When Terry Venables look over 
as Lhe coach of Australia's Soc- 
ceroos his brief was to get the 
team through to next year's 
World Cup finals in France, and 
the first obstacle for his side is 
the Optus World Soccer Series, 
a four-team tournament also in- 
volving New Zealand. South 
Korea'and Norway. 

It is ail a far cry from last 
June's Euro 96 semi-final 
against Germany, but it will give 
the former England coach bis 
first real chance to assess the 
size of his task. Despite his team 
being given a Fifa ranking of 
48th, Venables is not perturbed: 
“Tve always criticised the ratings 


because they are not on the ba- 
sis that should be used, but in- 
stead on somebody’s opinion. 

“If you ask me how Australia 
compared with Brazil I would 
say Brazil are better, but if you 
look at Europe you could 
equate the Australian standard 
with Hungary or Austria." 

“I do really feel encouraged 
since I've been here." he said. 
“I’ve seen some good perfor- 
mances in games and in train- 
ing. I can see these guys can play. 

“They’re very fit boys and 
they've some good skills. All I'm 
saying is this gives them a good 
chance. These three games will 
help me to assess it even more." 


p ill 






FILMS LOSE THEIR EDGE UNLESS YOU WATCH THEM ON A 









Murrayfield test 

Arwel Thomas must answer the 
critics against Scotland, page 28 


sport 
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Laid-back Strachan 

Coventry City’s manager 
feces familiar foe, page 30 




Tim Henman was at full stretch hut still lost In straight sets to Michael Chang in the third round of the Australian Open in Melbourne yesterday 


Chang ends Henman charge 


Tennis 

DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 


The scoreline and the statistics 
told the full, sad stoiy for Tim 
Henman yesterday as the world 
No 2, Michael Chang, pro- 
gressed to the last 16 of the Aus- 
tralian Open here. A 6-1, 7-6, 
6-3 victory for the 24-year-old 
American over Britain's rising 


star put Henman's superb start 
to tne season in better per- 
spective. He is good, but he is 
not the finished article yet. 

Having added a big serve to 
his game, experience is now the 
main thing the 22-year-old Hen- 
man needs and the lessons Jim 
Courier and Chang have taught 
him in his only two defeats this 
year should help him to fulfil his 
enormous potential. 

Over the past three weeks, he 
has won 11 of 13 matches, 
moved up from 29th to 14th in 
the world rankings, reached 
his first ATP lour final and then 
took his first tide on the circuit. 

“I always focus on the posi- 
tive. I’ll forget about this per- 
formance and think about the 
start to the year," he said. “It 
won't take me long to see l am 
moving in the right direction. 

“I think l can learn from this 
match and 1 will get over the dis- 


appointment quickly. It was a 
baa day at the office. I played a 
poor notch. It’s as simple as that. 

“It’s always disappointing to 
lose, but it’s more the manner 
of it. I don’t think it’s anything 
to do with nerves. I never real- 
ly got anything going. 

**I didn’t serve well and that 
makes life difficult. And I didn’t 
get any rhythm on the baseline. 
At times I went for a little bit 
too much on certain shots and 
was making errors, yet having 
said the performance was poor, 
l could have been a set-all." 

.After Chang ran away with 
the last five games of the first 
set. Henman led 4-1 in the sec- 
ond and then, after losing his 
serve, broke again for 5-3. The 
record crowd, including a small, 
but noisy “Barmy Army*, 
watched him serve for the set 
but the chance went in a flash. 
A volley over the baseline and 
three shots into the net gave 
Chang the game to love and last 
year’s runner-up won the next 
four points as well to level. 

Henman began the tie-break 
by double-faulting, one of six he 
bad in the match. Chang won 
it easily 7-3 and. after seven 
games went with serve in the 
third set, Henman lost the next 
to love, double-faulting again to 
put Chang 5-3 ahead. Minutes 
later it was over. 


He knew he was the under- 
dog against the quickest man in 
tennis but Henman, a quarter- 
finalist at Wimbledon last year, 
knew he could have played 
much better. He got in only 45 
per cent of his first serves, 14 per 
cent down on his second-round 
match with Guillaume Raoux. 
He served only three aces, com- 
pared to 11 against Raoux. 

Both players had six break 


points. Chang took five of his, 
Henman only two. Chang won 
68 per cent of the points on his 
second serve, Henman a mere 
37 per cent of his. The British 
No 1 made 40 unforced errors 
compared to 14 of his opponent. 

Chang, stiQ to drop a set in the 
championship, was generous in 
victory. “There were times when 
Tim hit some great forehands 
and he is a very talented player," 



Henman greets his conqueror Chang Photograph: Allsport 


he said after their first meeting, 
“he’s still very young and has a 
very bright future ahead of him." 

Henman added: “That I 
didn't take my chances adds to 
the frustration. The Barmy 
Army are always a great help 
and I’m disappointed I didn’t 
give them more to cheer. But it 
[their presence] shows that I am 
beginning to make an impact 

“It’s been a busy time for me, 
but it’s proving that all the work 
I’m doing off the court is paying 
dividends. I still feel fresh." He 
will nevertheless enjoy the short 
rest he is now taking. His next ap- 
pearance is in Dubai next month. 

Rw the second round running 
Steffi Graf climbed out of a hole 
to stay on course fora fifth Aus- 
tralian Open title. The world No 
1 and top seed was 5-2 down to 
world No 98 Ines Gorrocbategui 
but won the next five games and 
look the second set 6-3. 

On Wednesday Graf, now on 
a run of 45 successive victories 
at the four major champi- 
onships, lost the first four games 
to Larisa Neiland and had to 
save a set point before coming 
through 7-5, 6-2. 

“I’m not happy with the way 
I am starting, but when it gets 
down to the important points 1 
am focusing more,’’ Graf said. 
“I just need to do it earlier." She 
next plays 12th seed Amanda 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



I Mistakenly look stern 
about very good indication 
of affection (6. 4) 

6 Odds on mother keeping 
back meal \4> 

10 A little decency nicely - 
dismissed by me? (5)* 

II Composer coming from 
marsh with another com- 


poser 19) 

12 The sound of people wait- 
ing to visit gardens (3) 

13 Annoyed old king, trapped 
in a US cm.' (5) 

14 Russian author depicting 
group of soldiers in love, 
not battling (9) 

15 Less stuffy- song prepared? 

18 Early German resident de- 
duribk from a handle 
remnant possibly (113) 

22 Pul down "500 is a stan- 
dard number of vears in 
history” (9) 

24 Country' estate feeling very 


1 Appear short of time, 
alas! (4-1-3) 

2 Condiment - very in 
vogue, on the up-ium (7) 

3 But they're not actually on 
the San Andreas fault! (5, 
9) 

4 News showing King cur- 
rently left on bender (9) 

5 Name a price for lidless 
box (5) 

7 Talk from conductor un- 
der piano (7) 

8 Desert area doctor wants 
to own (6) 

9 Initially pseudo relation 
i/c son may be this? (2, 4. 
8) 

16 Prominent feature of 
.book is honour given to 
court attendant (5, 4) 

17 Diana’s abandoning \ngue 
intuition (8) 

19 Letter causing En glis h no 
speech problem, on reflec- 
tion (7) 


Time for Bowring 
to deliver results 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWE1T 


damp and unpleasant, ultT- 20 Might used to suppress 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 
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25 Joke that's not entirely 
weak (3) 

26 One play is rcstaged in Pa- 
cific islands (9) 

27 Take in extremely new 

golf-course... (5) 

28 ... being unhappy about 
new hazard there! (4) 

29 Rating fools "blokes in the 
way" (10) 


21 A department’s skilled 
workforce? (6) 

23 Does wroac taking top off 
parts of church (5) 


The Ibsi fire comet Mentions lo tills week's puzzle opened next Thnps- 
° >pig& * **** new Oxford EHajodarr of Q&oto* 
nw. Answ ers and winners nanus will be pnMbbed next Saturday Send 


Kevin Bowring has yet to re- 
ceive a vole of no confidence 
from his employers at Cardiff 
Arras Park, so the Welsh 
coach's job looks more secure 
than most at the moment. 

That cosy situation is likely to 
change if Wales come unstuck 
in Edinburgh today: a sixth suc- 
cessive defeat in Scotland will in- 
tensify the clamour for another 
cull of tile Red Dragons' top 
brass. Bowring yesterday was 
quick to dispel any notion that 
he might be under more pres- 
sure than usual; < Tve signed a 
four-year contract that takes me 
through to 1999.” 

There is a growing feeling in 
Welsh circles that he needs a 
minimum 50 per cent return 
from this season's Five Na- 
tions if he is to survive. The 
opener at Murrayfield repre- 
sents a golden opportunity for 
the Welsh to bring to an end a 
barren run away from home. 
They have won twice in Dublin 


in the 1990s, but have not won 
at Twickenham since 1988. at 
Murrayfield since 1985 or in 
Paris since 1975. The rank and 
file supporters are unusually op- 
timistic this season, thanks to 
the return of Scon Gibbs, Al- 
lan Bateman. David Ybung, 
Scott Quionell and Jonathan 
Davies from rugby league. 

Bowring knows he has to de- 
liver quickly. “We have made 
steady progress over the last 

yearor so by playing the top sides 

in the world and learning some- 
thing from each defeat. But that 
is no longer enough; it is now vi- 
tal that we produce results." 

Bowring has found success an 
elusive commodity since taking 
over as coach 14 months ago: a 
record of five wins in 13 Tests - 
two of them against Italy, one 
over the United States and an- 
other against an under-strength 
Barbarians mish-mash - leaves 
him badly exposed. If the book- 
makers have it right - Ladbrokes 
were quoting Whies as 11-8 out- 
siders yesterday with the Scots 
at 4-7 - that vote of confidence 
may not be long in coming. 


and posjcodcand gw year own postcode. Lost week's winner* Tom Cor- 
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In Monday’s 28-page sports section 

“** - Eight-page 

Super Bowl supplement 


Comprehensive guide to next Sunday's 
Super Bowl XXXJ, including a detailed 
preview, analysis of where the game will 
and lost, and quarterback profiles 


Football 

GUY HODGSON 


Photograph: Rick Rycroft/AP 


Coetzer. the South African who 
ended Grafs 32-matcb un- 
beaten tournament nm in 1995. 

The fifth and seventh seeds, 
Alike Huber and Lindsay Dav- 
enport respectively, had much 
easier days. Huber, her mother 
now out of hospital after col- 
lapsing at the tennis on Wednes- 
day, beat Natasha Zvereva 7-5, 
6-0 and Olympic champion Dav- 
enport overwhelmed Thailand's 
Tamarine Tanas ugam 6-1, 6-0. 

The Wimbledon runner-up, 
Mai Washington, and ninth seed 
Marcelo Rios, of Chile, came 
back from aset down to advance 
to the last 16 of the meas sin- 
gles. Washington beat Australian 
Todd Woodbridge 4-6, 6-2, 6-3, 
6-1 and Rios Austria’s Gilbert 
Schaller 4-6, 7-6, 6-1, 6-1. 

Unseeded Spaniard Carlos 
Moya, the man who knocked out 
the defending champion Boris 
Becker on Monday and who 
Britain's Tim Henman beat in 
the final in Sydney last Saturday, 
thrashed German Bemd Kai- 
baefaer in straight sets, dropping 
just two games in each. 

Britain's Neil Broad, with 
whom Henman won Olympic 
silver in Atlanta, reached the 
last 16 of the men’s doubles with 
South African Piet NorvaJ. The 
16lh seeds beat Pat Cash and 
Czech PetT Korda 6-7. 7-6, 6-3. 
Mary Place photograph, page 29 


Managers struggling to find 
the ri gh t words to put to their 
charges before today’s match- 
es have one consolation: things 
could be a lot worse, they could 
be Bryan Robson. ■ 

What does the Middles- 
brough player-manager say to 
encourage hope where there ap- 
pears to be none? Bottom of the 
table, seven points adrift of a po- 
sition of safety and with just one 
win in their last 16 Premiership 
matches. Boro are lurching, 
from problem to problem Tike 
a tipsy agony aunt 

Tbe mood among the players, 
if only a fraction ofwhatytiu read 
in the papers is correct, is less 
than wholesome while rumours 
about Robson’s poation rirculaie 
round Teesside with a vengeance. 
Last week the dub had to deny 
he was resorting, yesterday there 
was talk that Bruce Rioch was' 
joining the backroom staff. 

Meanwhile fabrizio RavanetH, 
whose mrlmam^ has rhaiiyrf lo- 
cally from the white feather to the 
white flag, was quoted in Italian 
newspapers saying he wan ted to 
return to Juventus. Tm not es- 
caping.” he told La Repubbliea. 
“rmnota traitor. I want to leave 
my dub in the Premier League 
where I found iL In June, well 
it will be different. Fabriao Ra- 
vaneDi has stayed a Juveatino and 
wifl always be." 

All of which has come on top 
of the Premier League docking 
Boro three points for foiling to 
fulfil their fixture at Blackburn, 
so you could say spirits have been 
better as they prepare to meet 
Sheffield Wednesday, who are 13 
games into an unbeaten run. 

“It’s been a disappointing 
week for everyone,” Robsofi 
said, “but there’s no point in 
moping, we have to get on with 
the job. If we lie down there’s 
going to be only one outcome 
and that’s defeat. 

“Wednesday are a good pass- 
ing team. David Pleat has got 
them well organised and at tbe 


moment they’ re on a good run. 
They’re difficult opponents but 
we’ve had three points taken off 
us and the sooner we get them 
back the better." 

Robson has the consolation of 
being able to field his new£2.7m 
Italian defender, Gianhica Fes- 
la, but such is the way things are 
going at the moment, his arrival 
will be more than matched by 
suspensions to Nefl Cox and 
Craig HQgnett. Wednesday must 
decide whether to indude David 
Hirst and Jon Newsome from 
the start 

Luxury of choice is beyond 


Liverpool and a as 

they prepare to nteet it Airfield., J 
The home tefrn Wifi be: without 
John Barnes injd Nefl Rud- 
dock because af injuxy arid 
Mkjiael Thomas md Phi? Babb 
through' suspension, while Vil- 
la are so shoxl of midfield play- 
ers that even Sasa Cuiric - 
persona' non grata since his 
“movingfroro Bolton was tbe 
biggest mistake of my fife” 
comment -inay play. 

. Liverpool have taken just 10 
points from their last seven 
home games and will lose^heir 
. bold on the top of tbe Pce- : 
.tniership if they draw ipda; ■ 
and Manchester United Win at , 
■ Coventry. Nevertheless, Brim' -A 
Little is more concerned by that . ™ 
run rather than uplifted by at. 

“Liverpool are in a bad 
spell,” the Villa manager said, 
“and Fm always waiy of teams ’! 
in bad spells. That’s whenTbey 
areal their most dangerous/Fhe , 
game is absolutely massive for i 
us. We could go lO-ppints be- 
hind which would be a Jot to ■ 
make up on a team like Liver- 
pool On the other band ifwe , ' 
win we’ll be in a usefulposilioh.” 

As for £4m signing Coroc, i 
Little added: “1 had a gockftaik 

with his people and now Ti&fey- ! 
ing to get to the roofror -the 
problem. Something has dear- 
ly upset him, and I’ve got a 
rough idea what it is.” 

Kenny Dalglish should also 
have a better idea about New- 
castle United’s problems after 
today's match at Southamp- 
ton, his first Premiership game 
since taking over from Kevin 
Keegan. t IjV 

Dalglish has a reputationfor 
being more roundhead than 
his cavalier predecessor but his 
message yesterday was: me® 
tbe new boss, same 7 as tbe oJa' 
boss. “You can only ask the 
ers to play in a way tharsnfe " 
them," he said. “There woa^be 
anything ripped up and thrown 
away on the scrapheap.” • £ - 
Coventry have had problem? ' 
breaching that gap, no matter 
how narrow, and they will be - 
without Dion Dublin for todays 
visit of Manchester United; 
and the forseeable future. He 
misses seven matches afterbe- - 
ingsent off twice in two weeks,,, 
while the visitors will be with- 
out David May who has a her- 
nia operation today. Derffris . 
Irwin returns for the duunping. ; 

Leicester's Matt Eniotfoa ' 
club record £1.6m signing^mH 
make his debut against Wim- 
bledon while Chelsea, , who 
meet Derby, learned yesterday 
that their England Under-21 de- 
fender Michael Dubeny will he 
missing for the rest of the sear 
son with an Achilles injury. 


fhou ! 


sane 


Room 


to 


work. 


move, 

relax. 


On Eurostar, the 
journey is to be 
enjoyed, not endured. 
You have the space 
to concentrate on the 
job in hand. Working 
on your laptop, reading 
a novel, having a meal, 
taking a stroll or just 
dropping gently off to 
sleep. Tough at the top, 
isn't it? 
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